
 

 

 

Pre-Hospital Care 

THE ISSUE 

Currently, many professional fire fighters who are also certified paramedics are restricted by 

statute from using their knowledge, medical expertise, and skills to provide pre-hospital 

emergency patient care as a paramedic when they respond on a fire truck.  A professional 

Fire Fighter/Paramedic can assist the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care in attaining 

paramedic response time targets for less cost to the taxpayer than a single-role paramedic. 

Consider this: costs for land ambulance services are increasing rapidly. Between the 2004-

2005 and 2011-2012 fiscal years, ambulance funding almost doubled1 while the number of 

patients transported increased by only 18%2.  Moreover, annual cost increases have 

averaged 6% since 2009.  The only fiscal mechanism ambulance services have to address 

these shortfalls is to continually request additional funding. 

Successive Auditor General Reports have indicated that land ambulance costs are spiralling 

out of control. Ambulance services are not meeting response time standards. Fire services 

have the capability and capacity to address these deficiencies in pre-hospital care. 

Ontario’s Fire Fighters are already partially integrated in the emergency pre-hospital care 

system. Since the 1990s, some municipalities have chosen to implement a system of 

“Simultaneous Notification,” which dispatches fire fighters and paramedics simultaneously in 

order to take advantage of the faster arrival times of fire fighters.   

All professional fire services in Ontario can provide value added and swift medical 

emergency response using the technological advantages of Simultaneous Notification if it is 

mandated across the province. 

OPFFA POSITION 

Professional Fire Fighters who hold paramedic certification provide a value-added 

proposition to enhance pre-hospital medical care for much less cost to the taxpayer.  Since 

the 1990s, fire departments have been dispatched to high priority medical calls to save 

lives; a system that has proven effective in part because of the cohesively-trained team 

dispatched as a group rather than as individuals. However, this system has not been 

implemented province-wide. 

A certified Professional Fire Fighter/Paramedic responding to both high- and low-acuity calls 

will utilize capacity in the fire department and the advantage of strategic geographic 

positioning to reduce the need for repeated additional funding increases to ambulance 

                                                           
1 2015 Annual Report of the Office of the Auditor General of Ontario Ch4 Follow-up Section 4.04 Pg 614 
2 2015 Annual Report of the Office of the Auditor General of Ontario Ch4 Follow-up Section 4.04 Pg 614 

  

  



services. This, we believe, is a superior tool that will result in greater service delivery in a 

more efficient cost structure. 

Under the provisions of Bill 160, the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care is authorized to 

develop two sites for a pilot project testing the concept of a fire fighter/paramedic. Ontario’s 

Fire Fighters are working with the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care to develop the 

pilot projects and design systems that will work for Ontarians, whether they are urban, rural, 

or remote. 


