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MOBILISE – RESIST - TRANSFORM 
 

Friends of the Earth Australia is a member of Friends of the Earth International.  

Friends of the Earth is the largest environmental network in the world with member groups in over 70 countries,  

campaigning on the most urgent environmental and social issues of our day whilst simultaneously catalysing a shift towards a 

sustainable society. 

 

 

 

Greg Moriarty 

Secretary of Defence 

R1-5-B Secretary Suite 

Department of Defence 

PO Box 7901 

Canberra BC ACT 2610 

 

Dear Mr Moriarty, 

We are seeking your assistance regarding greenhouse gas emissions data from the Australian 

Defence Force (ADF). More specifically, we would like to know if data regarding emissions 

produced by the ADF’s activities is calculated and, if it is, where we may access this information. We 

have examined the National Greenhouse Accounts finding that data regarding military-related 

emissions is ambiguous and seemingly incomplete.  Specifically, we seek answers to the following 

questions. Background information will follow.  

1. For the National Inventory Report, are military-related emissions only accounted for in ‘fuel 

used in military transport’ and excluded from all other relevant categories? Or are military-

related emissions already accounted for in all other all relevant categories without explicit 

mention? 

 

2. For the Quarterly Update, are military-related emissions accounted for only in the 

‘stationary energy excluding electricity’ category and excluded from all other relevant 

categories? Or are military-related emissions already accounted for in all other all relevant 

categories without explicit mention? 

 

3. For the AGEIS, is military-related energy use accounted for only in ‘stationary energy’ 

categories and excluded from all other relevant categories? Or is military-related energy use 

already accounted for in all other all relevant categories without explicit mention? 

 



4. For each of the above, is the same data used for military-related emissions and energy use, 

expressed in different ways? 

 

5. Why are military-related emissions and energy use so low in comparison to emissions and 

energy use from other sources and from military-related emissions from other countries?  

 

To clarify the 5th question, in the National Inventory Report, emissions from fuel used for military 

transport are less than 1% of emissions from all other transport. This data is surprising due to the 

well-known fact that military emissions are copious. For instance, in 2017, the Canadian 

Government reported that the Department of National Defence emitted 639,619 tons of CO2 - 

more CO2 than any other department by a factor of five. In contrast, the Australian National 

Inventory Report reports a mere 913 tons of CO2 resulting from military-related emissions.  

In the event that you are unable to answer these questions, we would greatly appreciate the reason 

for this and whom we may contact to further this inquiry.  Alternatively, we would be grateful to 

learn if more information regarding military-related emissions/energy use is available, either freely 

or via a Freedom of Information request.  

Background  

Australia is a party to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 

established in 1994. The parties of the UNFCCC meet annually at the ‘Conference of Parties’ (COP). 

The negotiations of COP 21 resulted in the creation of the Paris Agreement to which Australia is a 

signatory and which came into effect on the 4th, November 2018.  

Article 13 of the Paris Agreement speaks to the importance of transparency in building mutual trust 

and confidence among the signatories. Specifically, article 13.7(a) of the Paris Agreement mandates 

that; 

Each Party shall regularly provide the following information: (a) A national inventory report of 

anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks of greenhouse gases, prepared using good 

practice methodologies accepted by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and agreed upon by 

the Conference of the Parties… 

The Kyoto Protocol, established earlier in 1997 during COP 3, to which Australia is also a signatory, 

explicitly exempted military operations from any obligations arising from the protocol - including 

all obligations to report military-related emissions. In contrast, the newer Paris Agreement makes 

no mention of military compliance at all, leaving it up to individual nations as to whether military 

operations are to be included in the national inventory report of anthropogenic emissions required 

by article 13.7(a). 

The Australian Government Department of the Environment and Energy is responsible for 

publishing the National Greenhouse Accounts which aim to ‘meet Australia’s reporting 

commitments under the…UNFCCC’. The National Greenhouse Accounts comprise of a number of 

reports and databases which present the available emissions data in various ways and for various 

purposes. Among these are the Quarterly Update of Australia’s National Greenhouse Gas Inventory 



(‘Quarterly Update’), the Australian Greenhouse Emissions Information System (‘AGEIS’), and the 

National Inventory Report. 

 

The National Inventory Report is compiled under the UNFCCC’s rules for reporting and for the 

purpose of submission to the UNFCCC. This report explicitly accounts for military-related emissions 

in a subcategory of the energy category, as fuel used in military transport (by land vehicles, aircraft 

and ships). However, there is no mention of military-related emissions in all other subcategories of 

the energy category, including electricity, manufacturing and fugitive emissions. Furthermore, 

military-related emissions are not explicitly featured in any other category, namely, industrial 

processes and product use, agriculture, land use, land use change and forestry, and waste. 

Therefore, in our view, it is ambiguous as to whether military emissions are accounted for in the 

other categories. It would seem more likely that, due to their conspicuous absence, military-related 

emissions are excluded.  

Similarly, the Quarterly Update only explicitly mentions emissions from military-related activity in 

the ‘stationary energy excluding emissions’ category as ‘fuel combustion emissions associated with 

military fuel use’. Again, it is unclear if military-related emissions are included in the other 

categories without explicit mention, or if other military-related emissions are not accounted for.  

Unlike the National Inventory Report and the Quarterly Update, the AGEIS measures energy use, 

rather than emissions. Similar to the Quarterly Update however, military-related energy use is only 

mentioned explicitly in the stationary energy category. Here, however, military-related energy use 

is divided into; Military Transport-Land, Military Transport-Water and Military Transport-Aviation, 

with subcategories comprising of fuel types. 

Inaccurate reporting of military emissions may simultaneously undermine Australia’s standing in 

the international community and the global effort to reduce emissions and to realistically plan for a 

warmer world. We therefore thank you for your interest and time in reading this. We look forward 

to your response and hope that you can clarify these ambiguities.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Phil Evans, Sam Castro & Jacob Atkinson 

Defence of Earth Project 

Friends of the Earth Australia 


