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VISION
Friends of the Earth Australia recognises First 
Nations sovereignty and that the land on which 
work and meet was stolen during the Frontier 
Wars, upon colonisation. Friends of the Earth 
pay respect to their Elders, past and present 
and emerging, and acknowledge the pivotal role 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
continue to play within the community. We 
work at the local level with specific Indigenous 
communities as well as participating in broader 
debates and campaigns at the national and 
international level.

Our vision is of a world where everyone’s 
needs are met in a way which safeguards the 
future of the natural environment. We work 
for a world where environmental protection, 
social justice and economic welfare for all 
people go hand in hand. Through our local, 
national and international networks, we work 
with the community to raise awareness, put 
forward alternatives, and take action for a fair 
and ecologically sustainable future.

Friends of the Earth operates from an 
environmental justice perspective. This 
means working towards a situation where 
all people live in a healthy environment and 
where the benefits and costs of economic 
activity are shared equally, including 
between nations and generations.

We understand that in an era of globalisation 
and international environmental problems that 
a global and co-operative response is required, 
and we are constantly seeking to develop 
strong relations with environmental and social 
justice movements in all parts of the world.



LOCAL GROUPS
Friends of the Earth is made up of a 
federation of local groups and other 
members. Local groups campaign on local 
issues within the larger global context.

Currently Friends of the Earth has 9 local 
groups working on dif ferent issues:

AdelAide
 •  A fair and just transition for workers  
in the fossil fuel industry

 • Nuclear waste issues

BRidgetown - gReenBushes
 •  Forestry issues - in particular 
representation on the Forest Stewardship 
Council and WA Forest Alliance

BRisBAne
 •  Strong collaboration with the  
Reverse Garbage initiative

 •  Forced climate migration and Pacific Island 
Solidarity especially in collaboration with 
PNG-based group Tulele Peisa

 •  Peace and anti-nuclear initiatives, 
particularly drawing links between 
militarism and environmental impacts

 •  Resisting fossil fuel expansion and  
climate justice issues

FAR noRth QueenslAnd
 •  The Cassowary Keystone  
Conservation program

 •  Guardians of the Wet Tropics; linking 
biodiversity projects and environmental 
landholders in the Wet tropics 

MelBouRne
 •  Energy justice issues resisting new fossil 
fuel developments and fair and just 
transition for workers

 •  A swif t transformation of the energy sector 
to one of 100% renewable energy

 •  Climate justice action particularly emphasising 
frontline affected community voices

 •  Nuclear resistance supporting national 
work in South Australia against radioactive 
waste dump proposals

 •  Transforming our transport sector from 
vehicular use to one that privileges public 
and active transport alternatives

 •  Restoring equity to water flows in 
the Murray Darling Basin - one where 
agricultural, ecological and cultural needs 
are all carefully considered

 •  Stopping native forest logging and  
seeing a fair and just transition for  
workers in that industry

 •  Supporting communities in their  
local struggles 

PeRth
 •  Working with First Nations communities  
to ban uranium mining

 •  Reducing food waste
 •  Transformation of the economic system  
to one that services people and planet, 
rather than profit

 •  Supporting local forest groups and  
School Strike for Climate Perth 

sydney
 •  FoE Sydney continued to work in support  
of the Stop Adani Alliance and School  
Strike 4 Climate

south west AustRAliA
 •  SWWA works closely with affiliate  
member Sustainable Energy Now (SEN)  
on renewables and clean energy. 



Friends of the Earth Australia was founded 
46 years ago opposing a nuclear power plant 
in Victoria. To this day we remain involved in 
the resistance against all stages of the nuclear 
cycle - mines, power, weapons and waste.

nucleAR wAste
Friends of the Earth is working for 
responsible management of Australia’s 
radioactive waste. The proposed waste 
dump site in South Australia should be 
taken of f the table. We are advocating for a 
full independent inquiry into the best way 
to manage our most dangerous waste. The 
government must stop targeting remote and 

regional areas and give First Nations People a 
right of veto for proposals that threaten their 
country and culture.

We have been working with regional 
communities to resist plans for a nuclear 
waste dump in SA . The new proposed 
site, Kimba, was announced this year. FoE 
organised a trip to the area to connect 
with the impacted communities and help 
support the local rally organised by farmers, 
landowners, and First Nations communities. 

We continued to speak with MPs, local 
Councils, Unions, community and 
environmental groups, regional media and 
politicians around the waste dump and 
participated in submission processes. 

don’t nuke the cliMAte
Friends of the Earth have also been pushing 
back against the latest plans to introduce 
nuclear power to Australia - writing detailed 
submissions, doing media work, and facilitating 
community involvement in the campaign.

inteRnAtionAl AlliAnces
Friends of the Earth is a proud partner 
organisation of the International Campaign 
to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, who were 
instrumental in creating the UN treaty 
banning nuclear weapons. This treaty 
reached 50 ratifications in 2020, entering 
binding international law. We look forward 
to celebrating this win with everyone who 
has worked so hard on this campaign.



It is undeniable that we find ourselves deep 
within the midst of an unfolding climate crisis.

Friends of the Earth believes in pursuing climate 
justice. This means that our work addresses the 
social issues, such as disproportionate use of 
resources, inequality, and colonisation, whilst 
we take the urgent action required to address 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Friends of the Earth is actively working to 
build resilient communities around the 
country to resist the spread of the nuclear, 
coal, and gas industry, to protect forests - 
our beautiful carbon sinks - and to adapt and 
prepare for the already changing climate. 

Our climate justice campaigns have helped 
to forge the agenda on the human rights 
dimensions of climate change. We have 
supported the rights of those at risk of 
climate-induced displacement as well as 
exposing the social impacts of carbon of fset 
schemes in countries of the global South.

We also argued for the Morrison government 
to rule out public funding for fossil fuels 
through mechanisms like the National 
Covid-19 Coordination Commission (NCCC), 
and the “King Review” into Australia’s 
emissions reduction policies.

Working with a range of other environmental 
and climate organisations, we helped launch 
Australia Beyond Coal, which seeks to see a 
rapid transition of existing coal fired power 
stations to 100% renewable energy.

Friends of the Earth works to see investment 
shif ted to jobs-rich renewable energy and 
storage. In the last year we have worked to 

see the development of an of fshore wind 
industry in the country. We have encouraged 
the federal government to bring of fshore 
wind laws to Parliament. This legislation is 
critical to pave the way for the sector, which 
could be a game changer for climate action 
and play a key role in post-Covid recovery 
ef forts, as well as bringing enormous 
investment to the country.

Australia’s first of fshore wind farm Star of 
the South has started the environmental 
approvals process, and has been referred to 
both the VIC state and federal governments 
for formal consideration.

Resisting coAl And  
gAs whilst gRowing 
RenewABle eneRgy
Friends of the Earth worked to encourage 
state and territory governments to enact 
policies which will drive the uptake of 
renewable energy, whilst stopping new coal 
and gas projects.

We researched options to assist the 130,000 
businesses in Australia who currently use  
gas to switch to electricity from climate 
friendly sources.



stoP AdAni
If lef t unchecked, climate change poses an 
existential threat to the natural environment 
of Australia. Climate science makes it clear 
that if we are to avoid runaway climate 
change we must keep the majority of known 
fossil fuel reserves - coal, oil and gas - in 
the ground. Friends of the Earth continues 
to support and connect the #StopAdani 
grassroots networks that are working in their 
communities to stop Adani’s mega coal mine 
and move Australia beyond coal. 

We have worked, via our Tipping Point 
national project to:

 •   Facilitate the formation of dozens  
of new groups;

 •  Hold Australia’s first ever #StopAdani online 
rally with 676 zoom attendees and over 
10,000 views via the Facebook livestream.

 •  Run online series of Leadership trainings 
with 50 of the most active StopAdani 
coordinators across the country

 •  Coordinate grassroots actions that pushed 
more contractors and insurers to walk 
away from Adani projects.

MARket FoRces 
Market Forces has continued to deliver 
campaigns that ratchet up the degree to 
which the financial and corporate sectors  
are acting on climate change. 

 •  Suncorp became the world’s first insurer 
to rule out underwriting new oil and gas 
projects and phasing out exposure to all 
fossil fuels by 2025. 

One screen of the 600+ attendees at 
Australia’s first Stop Adani Online Rally

 •  Westpac joined Commbank in committing 
to being out of thermal coal by 2030 in line 
with the Paris climate goals. We continued 
our support of community organisations, 
pushing back against projects like the Vung 
Ang 2 coal power station in Vietnam and 
Java 9 and 10 in Indonesia.

Market Forces join in the global day of 
action against Mitsubishi - calling on the 

company to walk away from the polluting 
Vung Ang 2 coal plant in Vietnam.



suPPoRting the school 
stRike FoR cliMAte
We are also supporting the growing Climate 
Strike network and its allies to build a 
movement that is calling for all governments 
to enact ambitious climate action. This 
student led movement has grown massively 
throughout the year and we are keen to 
provide support to foster the growth of  
these new leaders. Healthy futures action in Melbourne 

that pushed Hesta to rule out divesting 
from firsty fossil fuel projects. 

heAlthy FutuRes
Af ter a long campaign and actions outside 
HESTA’s offices by FoE Group Healthy 
Futures, HESTA committed to divest from 
all companies deriving more than 15% of 
their revenue from thermal coal. They also 
commenced work on “Healthcare for Clean 
Air”, a project to support healthcare workers 
to advocate for reduction in air pollution in 
order to protect community health.



This year saw the Federal government 
begin a review into Australia’s national 
environmental laws - the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999, or the EPBC Act. Friends of the 
Earth have contributed to the review and will 
continue to track the process as it unfurls.

FoRests
2019/20 has been a huge year for forests. In 
November last year the Andrews government 
announced protections for key areas of 
forest in East Gippsland, including Kuark 
forest, which our member group Goongerah 
Environment Centre (GECO) has been 
campaigning for over a decade to protect.

The government also announced a staged 
end to native forest logging, with an 
immediate halt on old growth logging. 
None of this would have been achieved 
without the hard work of Friends of the 
Earth and our member groups Wildlife of 
the Central Highlands (WOTCH), Goongerah 
Environment Centre (GECO) and other 
environment groups advocating for the 
protection of forests. 

WOTCH was granted injunctions to protect 
26 logging coupes in the Central Highlands. 
These include forest in the Kalatha Valley 
of the Giants in Toolangi, along the iconic 
Koala Creek near Cambarville, in the Upper 
Thomson water catchment, and around 
Mansfield, Noojee and Warburton.

Friends of the Earth’s forest campaigns 
have continued to grow our supporter 
engagement and social media reach, with 
thousands of people getting involved 
in email actions. GECO was extensively 

involved with the VicForests’ 2019 FSC Audit 
which included writing and submitting 
reports, taking the auditors to logged areas 
which clearly show how unsustainable and 
destructive logging practices in Victoria are.

The Emerald Link campaign continues to 
employ local people from East Gippsland. 
The importance of supporting local jobs 
in conservation projects and creating 
sustainable jobs is a critical aspect of building 
community engagement and support for 
transition. The Emerald Link campaign is 
continuously working with and progressing 
with the government on the ‘Sea to Summit’ 
walk, and advocating for local community 
and Traditional Owner’s to ensure the walk 
represents community/First Nations values. 

Friends of the Earth and member group 
Goongerah Environment Centre have carried 
out substantial on ground investigation 
into the likely ecological impacts of ‘salvage 
logging’ which has been announced for areas 
in areas burnt in the 2019/ 20 fires.

Af ter the 2019/20 bushfires, Friends of 
the Earth started a support network for 
local people to care for wildlife in bushfire 
af fected areas. We established seven drop 
of f and pick up hubs in the region and made 
nesting boxes, distributed food for animals in 
fire damaged areas, developed networks to 

GECO Coordinator visits East Gippsland af ter the fires 
for a media story with The Age, bringing attention to 
VicForests pushing on with post-fire logging despite 

warnings that endangered wildlife is too fragile to 
withstand business as usual logging operations.



facilitate delivery of food, and provide expert 
advice to people caring for wildlife. This work 
was unfortunately severely hampered and 
interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

We want to give a big shout out and thank 
you to the many people who supported us 
and the East Gippsland forests during the 
fires. East Gippsland holds a special place 
in the hearts of so many people who have 
surveyed, camped and worked for GECO over 
the last 25 years and we are eternally grateful 
for your support and commitment.

Friends of the Earth has worked for decades to 
secure adequate protection of forests and other 
indigenous ecosystems in Victoria. 2019/20 
marked a significant point in this work, with the 
Victorian government announcing protection 
of 96,000 hectares of forests in eastern Victoria 
and complete and immediate protection of 
90,000 hectares of all remaining old growth 
forest. We continue to work to see the full 
implementation of this announcement. 

The VIC state government allocated $120 
million to ensure the industry is fully 
supported in the transition from native forest 
logging. We are continuing work to support 
this transition, including the creation of 
alternative sources of fibre and timber.

Friends of the Earth highlighted the ecological 
impacts (including on threatened species and 
vegetation communities) that are expected 
to occur as a result of the ‘roll over’ of the 
Regional Forest Agreement, which provides 
legal exemption for the logging industry from 
federal environment laws. 

Friends of the Earth continued to encourage 
companies who produce or market forest 
products from native forests to seek 
sustainably sourced products. Major chain 
Bunnings announced it will phase out 
VicForests products from their supply chain 
following a federal court judgement which 
found they had illegally logged over 25 areas of 
native forest, and that their future logging plans 
fail to comply with state and federal laws.

MuRRAy dARling BAsin
Friends of the Earth continued to work 
with traditional owners, farmers, and land 
managers to secure adequate environmental 
flows in the Murray Darling Basin. 

We lobbied MPs, generated media stories, 
contributed to government processes and 
held forums, such as an event with acclaimed 
journalist Margaret Simons, who shared her 
insights on the Murray Darling River.

the giPPslAnd lAkes 
Australia’s largest inland waterway system, 
the Gippsland Lakes, are facing many threats.

The greatest of these threats is increased salt 
water entering the Lakes - turning brackish 
water to marine. This is being driven by 
deeper dredging, which is also facilitating the 
arrival of invasive species such as the Green 
European Shore Crab. Deeper dredging 
occurred at Lakes Entrance increasing the 
tidal speed, tidal prism and tidal scour well 
into the lake chain. Friends of the Earth 
worked to raise awareness about this threat 
among communities, commercial fishers, 
and government authorities.

 Friends of the Earth also tracked water quality 
data in the rivers of the Gippsland Lakes 
catchment. Although data may be collected 
through a range of routine monitoring 
programs, it has not been consolidated or 
analysed, meaning there is little information 
available for land managers on water quality 
trends in these river systems. 

Friends of the Earth also researched nutrient 
dynamics and toxicants in rivers and streams.



koAlAs And PlAntAtions
Friends of the Earth has a long history of 
researching the health of koala populations. 
In Victoria, it was made aware of significant 
numbers of deaths of koalas living in 
bluegum plantations in the west of the state. 
We continue to work with land owners and 
corporate land managers to ensure the 
survival of maximum numbers of animals. 

Friends of the Earth continues to carry out 
survey work to determine the full extent of 
the significant land clearing now underway 
in previous plantations. 

Friends of the Earth uncovered an incident 
in the Holey Plains State Reserve, in Central 
Gippsland, Victoria, where several hundred 
hectares in the Reserve appear to have been 
impacted by spray drif t from an adjacent 
pine plantation which was recently aerially 
sprayed. Thousands of trees appear to 
have been impacted. The trees were slowly 
recovering af ter being severely burnt by 
bushfires which ravaged Holey Plains in 
early 2019. This matter has led to changes in 
plantation management in the area.

dRink wAteR And wAteRwAys
Uncontrolled chemicals in the environment 
can pose serious risks to waterways, 
animals, and vegetation communities and 
humans. Friends of the Earth continued to 
research the chemical load in waterways, 
domestic drinking water catchments and 
groundwater. We also produced a report 
investigating breaches to Australian food 
import regulations between the years 2017-
2019. The data was compiled by analysing 
data published in Monthly Failing Food 
Reports produced by the Department of 
Agriculture. This information was then used 
to educate the community about the value of 
supporting Australian food producers. 

Friends of the Earth identified the fact 
that several communities in the Northern 
Territory are consuming drinking water with 
levels of uranium and radiological properties 
which pose a risk to community health. 

In 2017, Friends of the Earth initiated a 
campaign to better understand drinking 
water quality issues in Australia, which led to 

the development of the Australian Drinking 
Water Quality Map. The Map aimed to shed 
light on drinking water problems across 
Australia. For some years, Friends of the Earth 
had concerns about contaminants, such 
as pesticides in drinking water. However, it 
became apparent that whilst pesticides are 
frequently detected in water supplies, albeit at 
low levels, there are a number of substances 
found more frequently and at levels far higher 
than most pesticide detections. In 2019/20 
we expanded this research work to include 
contaminants like PFAS (Per- and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances). 

Pesticides are widespread across the 
Australian landscape. Thousands of toxic 
sites exist across the country. Friends of the 
Earth created the Australian Pesticide Map 
in 2017, and we continued to expand and 
update the website this year. Recent research 
has highlighted issues concerning waste 
water and other products from waste water 
treatment facilities which contain a range of 
contaminants including PFAS.

guARdiAns oF  
the wet tRoPics 
This year, Friends of the Earth Far 
North Queensland (FNQ ) launched a 
new campaign called Guardian of the 
Wet Tropics; with the goal of bringing 
environmental landholders together to share 
their common values to build relationships 
with their neighbours. 

It is known that by creating stronger and 
healthier community relationships, people 
are able to work together on shared visions 
and are more resilient in the face of climate 
change and a rapidly shif ting world. Through 
this campaign Friends of the Earth FNQ have 
started mobilising people from dif ferent 
walks of life to come together in the interest 
of enhancing and protecting biodiversity 
corridors across the Wet Tropics. 



ResPonding to  
the twin cRises:  
FiRe And PAndeMic
In response to the economic impacts of the 
outbreak of COVID-19, state and federal 
governments are now announcing rolling, 
large-scale stimulus packages to keep the 
economy afloat. These are both a threat 
and an opportunity for the future of the 
economy, the climate and ecosystems at a 
time of overlapping crises.

Friends of the Earth have developed 
proposals at the state and federal level 
regarding the application of policy and funds 
which would drive ecological benefits. In 
particular, proposals for climate friendly 
transport options and to grow renewable 
energy. Transport makes up 18.8% of the 

total GHG emissions in Australia, making it 
the 3rd biggest contributor in the country.

 Australian Bushfire victims, together with 
Friends of the Earth Australia, launched a 
claim against ANZ under international law 
to hold the bank accountable for financing 
fossil fuel projects that contribute to the 
climate crisis.

FAiR And Just  
tRAnsition FoR woRkeRs
Member group, Earthworker Cooperative, 
continues to bring together people from 
diverse backgrounds in practical action to solve 
social and environmental problems faced by 
communities and the planet. This work provides 
a common ground where trade unionists, 
environmentalists, small business people and 
others work together in common cause.

Earthworker’s pilot project is the 
establishment of Australia’s first worker-
owned factory, making renewable energy 
appliances and components. Located 
in the heart of Victoria’s Latrobe Valley, 
the Earthworker Energy Manufacturing 
Cooperative (formerly Eureka’s Future) is part 
of ensuring a just transition for communities 
af fected by the move from fossil fuels to 
renewable sources of energy.

This year Earthworker also helped launch 
Cooperative Power - a non-profit cooperative 
of fering retail green electricity that is also 
currently being of fered to Friends of the 
Earth Melbourne members. 

A “Starting a Workers Cooperative” training 
was also of fered by Earthworker as a pilot 
project, this package hopes to expand and 
of fer these through universities.



Moving Beyond wAR  
in deFence oF eARth
Defence of Earth is on the forefront of 
challenging the social and environmental 
costs of military activity and militarism as a 
way of life. 

Defence of Earth actively subverts the 
narrative of sustainable or socially beneficial 
warfare or military training and highlights 
the incompatibility of military action - even 
defence – as a road to peace or economic 
recovery. Defence of Earth played a key role 
in raising awareness around a proposed arms 
expo in Brisbane, achieving a postponement 
of that event due to Covid-19 and raising 
awareness of the risks associated with 
prioritising defence industries and economies. 

Defence of Earth presented a paper at the 
national IPAN conference in Darwin and 
contributed an environmental voice to 
actions in that region, hosted webinars on 
military spending and nuclear weapons and 
participated in webinars and public action 
around war and bases. We have been taking 
action to challenge the erosion of legal 
mechanisms protecting the environment from 
nuclear actions, including military actions. 

We continue to work with communities 
around Queensland, Australia and the 
Pacific to challenge the ongoing toxic 
ef fects of military actions including nuclear 
testing, nuclear weapons and war, PFAS 
contamination and military exercises. We 
actively promote anti-colonial movements, 
demilitarisation and peace.



Friends of the Earth believe public scrutiny 
of the environmental and social impacts of 
new technologies is essential and support 
community involvement in technology 
assessment and public policy development. 
There should be robust, independent and 
transparent regulation of all emerging 
technology which is approved before it 
enters the marketplace or environment.

This year we worked in collaboration with 
Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance to 
hold a series of online events promoting 
sustainable food production.

gene editing & 
geneticAlly ModiFied 
oRgAnisMs (gM)

The past year has seen some important 
victories for Friends of the Earth’s Emerging 
Tech Project. 

Last August, the Tasmanian Government 
extended its genetically modified (GM) 
crop moratorium until 2029. Following a 
press conference that we organised with 
Independent MP Andrew Wilkie, Greens 
Senator Nick McKim, and chef and small 
holder Matthew Evans, the Tasmanian 
Government also announced it would amend 

its Gene Technology Regulations to ensure 
gene editing was included in its moratorium. 

Our work was critical to getting the 
Greens to move a motion disallowing the 
proposed regulatory changes. Whilst Labor 
disappointingly chose not to support the 
motion we now have them on the record 
as saying they supported the regulatory 
changes because they “will not af fect the 
food supply.” 

We will hold them to this when our food 
regulator Food Standards Australia New 
Zealand (FSANZ) goes out for public 
consultation later this year on proposed 
changes to the Food Code that would allow 
gene edited food to enter the food chain with 
no labelling or safety testing.

geoengineeRing 
While these untested technologies are 
of ten advertised as a ‘solution’ to the threat 
posed by climate change, they could lead 
to dangerous and, potentially, irreversible 
environmental damage. 

Friends of the Earth tracks geoengineering 
projects in Australia. High-risk 
geoengineering projects are violating the 
UN moratoria and we are concerned about 
current projects which may cause serious 
and adverse impacts on ocean ecosystems. 

In 2019/20, Friends of the Earth highlighted 
the fact that a small group of Australian 
geoengineers have defied the international 
moratorium on the deployment of 
geoengineering technology.



WHAT MAKES 
US UNIQUE?
Friends of the Earth Australia’s federation 
structure means that local groups work in 
ways that are most appropriate to their local 
circumstances. Our grassroots focus and 
strong volunteer basis means we are able to 
work ef fectively with a vast range of groups 
and community groups.

Friends of the Earth Australia is acknowledged 
as being the leanest of the large environmental 
groups in terms of minimising administration 
costs and overheads.

HOW WE WORK
We are a national federation of groups that 
work through community engagement, 
education, mobilisation and transformative 
solutions. We have a strong focus on working 
in alliances with others in the environmental 
and social justice movements and with 
organisations in the broader community. 

In recent years we have developed stronger 
links with communities and organisations in 
regional Australia and with the renewable 
energy sector. We engage in advocacy, and 
support community mobilisations and peaceful 
direct action in appropriate circumstances. 

Friends of the Earth have strong regional  
and global connections through our 
international network.

Our local groups and affiliates act as 
a training ground for many emerging 
campaigners and in 2018-2019 we began 
development on a series of training 
workshops that help new volunteers and 
staf f to understand our unique structure  
and way of doing things.

We bring a strong human rights perspective 
to all our campaigns. 

We support a range of not for profit social 
enterprises, including an organic cafe, food 
cooperative, the Earthworker cooperative 
and ‘Reverse Garbage’ enterprise, which finds 
commercial uses for materials which would 
otherwise go to landfill. 

We are politically non-aligned and seek to 
develop working relations with a range of 
Parties, businesses and others in civil society. 



STRUCTURE & GOVERNANCE 
Communication between local groups is 
facilitated by the National Liaison Officers. 
This year we had 6 National Liaison Officers: 

 • Zianna Fuad (Melbourne) 
 • Phil Evans (Melbourne)
 • Anisa Rogers (ASEN/Melbourne)
 • Cam Villani (ASEN/Melbourne)
 • Aleesha Hanczakowski (FoE Perth)
 • Karun Cowper (FoE Perth)

 The International Liaison Officers are 
responsible for communication between 
Friends of the Earth Australia and Friends of 
The Earth International (FoEI). This year the 
International Liaison Officers have been: 

 • Chloe Aldenhoven (Melbourne)
 •  Emma Harvey (Melbourne and  
FoE Asia Pacific)

 •Franklin Bruinstroop (Brisbane)
 •Pat Simons (Melbourne)
 •  Sam Cossar-Gilbert (Melbourne 
and FoE International)

National spokespeople are nominated by 
local groups at the AGM and are approved 
to speak on behalf of Friends of the Earth on 
specific issues. 

Decisions are made at two national meetings 
which are generally held in February and 
October. The AGM is held as part of the 
October National meeting.

Various communication structures keep 
groups informed during the year. 

Friends of the Earth Australia places great 
value on collective consensus decision-making 
systems and internal information sharing. 

Friends of the Earth Australia is composed 
of independent member groups. Each group 
is self-managing in terms of its campaigns, 
decision making structures and fund-raising 
and needs to meet certain membership 
criteria. These are assessed on an annual 
basis. In addition to their local work, groups 
co-operate on specific campaigns at an 
appropriate and sustainable level. 

A Committee of Management is appointed 
at the AGM and has strategic oversight 
for finances, governance, and legal issues. 
Friends of the Earth Australia’s Committee of 
Management is made up of members of local 
groups and in 2019 - 2020 were:

 • Chair: Emily Gayfer (Melbourne) 
 • Treasurer: Franklin Bruinstroop (Brisbane) 
 • Secretary: Sam Castro (Melbourne) 
 • J une Norman (Brisbane/Far North Queensland)
 • Karun Cowper (Perth)
 • Jim Kremer (ASEN - Melbourne)
 • Julien Vincent (Market Forces - Melbourne)

A separate public gif t fund committee 
appointed at the AGM manages the FoE 
Australia Fund. This year the members of the 
Gif t Fund Committee were:

 • Cam Walker (Melbourne)
 • Ila Marks (Melbourne)
 • Linda Marks (Melbourne)
 • Wendy Flannery (Brisbane)
 • Fosco Ruzzene (Melbourne)
 • Katherine Cunningham (Melbourne)



GLOBAL CONTEXT AND CONNECTION
Friends of the Earth International (FoEI) mission:

 •  To collectively ensure environmental and 
social justice, human dignity, and respect 
for human rights and peoples’ rights so as 
to secure sustainable societies.

 •  To halt and reverse environmental 
degradation and depletion of natural 
resources, nurture the earth’s ecological 
and cultural diversity, and secure 
sustainable livelihoods.

 •  To secure the empowerment of indigenous 
peoples, local communities, women, 
groups and individuals, and to ensure 
public participation in decision making.

 •  To bring about transformation towards 
sustainability and equity between and 
within societies with creative approaches 
and solutions.

 •  To engage in vibrant campaigns, raise 
awareness, mobilize people and build 
alliances with diverse movements, linking 
grassroots, national and global struggles.

 •  To inspire one another and to harness, 
strengthen and complement each other’s 
capacities, living the change we wish to see 
and working together in solidarity.

Friends of the Earth International has a 
democratic structure with autonomous 
national groups which comply with the 
guidelines established by the federation. 
Friends of the Earth International member 
groups are united by a common conviction 
that these aims require both strong 
grassroots activism and effective national and 
international campaigning and coordination. 

They see Friends of the Earth International 
as a unique and diverse forum to pursue 
international initiatives, taking advantage of 
the varied backgrounds and perspectives of 
its members. 

More information about the work of Friends 
of the Earth International groups around the 
world and copies of the Friends of the Earth 
International annual report can be found 
online at foei.org 

Details on the FoE I Executive  
Committee (ExCom) is available at:  
foei.org/about/excom.htmla



45 yeARs oF Foe !
From a humble meeting in 1974 at a proposed 
nuclear reactor site on French Island, Victoria 
-- FoE Australia has grown into a thriving 
network of people, groups and campaigns 
across this country. From the 1970s onwards, 
Friends of the Earth stood in solidarity for 
Indigenous land rights, women and gay 
rights, peace and conservation movements, 
shaping our policies and practices.

From early anti-Whaling wins, to standing 
with First Nations traditional owners from 
Jabiluka to Muckaty, to the protection of 
the Barmah-Millewa Forest, to the Victoria 
Fracking Ban ~ for four decades we have 
defended our native forests, fought for 
indigenous self-determination, opposed 
uranium mining and nukes, kept fossil fuels 
in the ground, protected river country and 
paved the way for a renewables future.

In 45 years, we have seen countless hours of 
work from staf f and volunteers and huge 
wins. We celebrated our birthday with a 
big celebration in Fitzroy, seeing supporters 
gather from across the country. We thank 
all the volunteers, workers and community 
members that have participated in FoE over 
the decades and it was wonderful to see 
generations of FoE community members at 
our birthday celebration. Big thank you to 
Zianna Fuad and the NLOs for throwing a 
spectacular party to celebrate FoE. 

We look forward to 45 more years of  
strong and creative resistance, mobilisation 
and transformation. 

ORGANISATIONAL MILESTONES 
Friends of the Earth 
Australia turned 45!



SUPPORTERS
Friends of the Earth Australia gratefully 
acknowledges the many members and 
supporters who support our local groups 
and national campaigns through our regular 
giving program.

Friends of the Earth would like to thank the 
following for their support:

 • ACME Foundation
 • Community Impact Foundation
 • Crisp Nominees
 • Everyday Hero
 • Friends of the Earth South Korea
 • Friends of the Earth International
 • Fumina Projects Pty Ltd 
 • Graeme Wood Foundation
 • Hiccup Events
 • Kenwill Pty Ltd
 • Lord Mayor Charitable Fund
 • LUSH Fresh Handmade Cosmetics
 • McKinnon Family Foundation
 • Minax Uriel Pty Ltd
 • Oranges & Sardines Foundation 
 • Perpetual Foundation
 • Pixel Seed Fund
 • Pureharvest
 • Queensland Community Foundation
 • Ross Knowles Foundation
 • SM Robinson PAF
 • The Angel Fund
 • The Energy Project Pty Ltd
 • The Hope Family Foundation
 • The Madden Sainsbury Foundation
 • The Spranz Family Foundation
 • Tucker Foundation

And our many wonderful individual donors 
and supporters!

We would like to acknowledge all the 
individuals and organisations who have 
supported Friends of the Earth through in-
kind support such as donation of time, skills 
or materials for our campaigns and projects 
over the 2019/20 financial year. 

They include:

 • Action Skills
 • Dvize Creations
 •  Dirt Radio volunteers Megan Williams, Em 
Gayfer, Phil Evans

 • Environmental Justice Australia
 • Photographer Julian Meehan

 • Web Designer Glenn Todd
 •  Tipping Point Advisory team  
(Larissa Baldwin, Tony Mohr,  
Joan Staples and Phil Evans)

 • Graphics and design Sam Wallman



Contact Us
   Friends of the Earth Australia. 

 ABN:  18 110 769 501

 Friends of the 312 Smith St, 
 Earth Australia Collingwood 
  Registered Of fice: VIC 3066

 Postal Address:   PO Box 222  
Fitzroy VIC 3065 

 Phone: 03 9419 8700 

 Toll free:  1300 852 081 

 Fax:  03 9416 2081 

 Website:  www.foe.org.au 

 Email:   foe@foe.org.au

ouR BeQuest PRogRAM
Thank you to our many members who have 
let us know that they are including Friends 
of the Earth in their wills. Every gif t, whether 
large or small, makes a real dif ference.

It is with gratitude but also sadness that we 
thank John Glue for his bequest. John was 
a valued member of Friends of The Earth 
Far North Queensland and contributed 
significantly over the years to Friends of The 
Earth Australia as a valued member of the 
Committee of Management (CoM). John is 
sorely missed by many of us and we thank him 
from the bottom of our hearts for thinking of 

Friends of The Earth in his bequest.

If you would like further information on 
remembering Friends of the Earth in your 
will, see foe.org.au/bequests 
or call Phil Evans in the Melbourne office:  
+61 03 9419 8700 or toll free 1300 852 081.

Friends of the Earth Australia has the following 
active national campaigns and projects

 •  Chain Reaction magazine - published 3 
times a year

 • Anti Nuclear and Clean Energy
 • Climate Frontlines

 • Emerging Technology
 •  Defense of Earth - war, militarism  
and the environment

 • Tipping Point - climate change
 • Economic Justice

Friends of the Earth has offices in  
Brisbane and Melbourne.

In 2019/20 it had Friends of the Earth 
following affiliate members:

 •  Australian Student Environment  
Network (ASEN)

 • Community Foods (Cairns)
 • Earthworker Co-operative
 • GM-Free Australia Alliance
 • Goongerah Environment Centre (GECO)
 • Healthy Futures
 • The Hub Foundation Castlemaine Ltd
 • Market Forces
 • Reverse Garbage
 • Sustainable Energy Now WA.
 • Tulele Peisa — “sailing the waves on our own”
 • Wildlife of the Central Highlands (WOTCH)

ASEN organise the Students of Sustainability 
gathering every year. This years in Sydney 

focussed on skillsharing, education and cross 
pollinating between justice groups. 

http://www.foe.org.au 
http://mailto:foe@foe.org.au


Financial Report 2019/20 
stAteMent oF PRoFit oR loss And otheR coMPRehensive  
incoMe FoR the yeAR ended 30 June 2020

2020 $ 2019 $

Revenue
Publishing Income 5,135.32 4,802.75
Subscriptions 1,035.44 0.00
Donations 2,049,112.41 1,075,556.71
Campaign Income 74,257.99 71,344.00
Grant Income 2,189,573.24 1,316,386.34
Bank Interest 22,650.71 26,546.31
Miscellaneous Income 342,026.04 21,686.96
Administration Income 0.00 0.00
Legacies and Bequest 73,652.86 0.00
Fundraising 16,813.74 75,699.71
Chain Reaction Sales 4,500.00 7,493.50

4,778,757.64 2,599,516.28

Expenditure
Publishing Cost 25,906.43 5,311.94
Wages and Assoc. Cost 1,832,757.89 1,224,285.40
Operational & Management Expenses 531,237.13 221,498.14
Subscriptions 31,081.12 24,356.88
Telephone, internet and Fax 16,532.09 11,096.90
Campaigning Cost 581,585.52 174,069.41
Bank Charges & Fees 18,148.93 11,278.96
Consultants 277,775.40 163,610.95
Insurance 15,943.42 12,446.45
National Meeting Expenditure 0.00 9,117.71
Audit Fees - Audit or Reviewing the Financial Report 5,000.00 7,492.51
Donations Expenditure 280,183.87 242,377.67
Travel Cost 120,067.59 121,310.62
Miscellaneous Expenses 21,578.42 195,380.82
Depreciation 4,662.70 2,869.87
Cost of Good Sold 7,444.91 0.00
Bad Debts 0.00 0.00 

3,769,905.42 2,426,504.23
Surplus/(deficit) for the year 1,008,852.22 173,012.05
Other comprehensive income $0.00 $0.00
Items that may be reclassified  
subsequently to Profit or Loss

0.00 0.00

Items that will not be reclassified  
subsequently to Profit or Loss

0.00 0.00

Total comprehensive income/(deficit) for the year 0.00 0.00 
Total comprehensive income/(deficit) attributable  
to the members

1,008,852.22 173,012.05

These figures represent the financial 
statements of Friends of the Earth Australia. 

Friends of the Earth Australia’s 
administrative functions are hosted by, and 
receive substantial logistical and in- kind 
support from FoE Melbourne, including the 
part time allocation of one staf f member to 
national functions. 

The finance manager at FoE Melbourne 
manages the national accounts. 

This keeps overhead costs extremely low. 
In particular, almost all costs associated 
by processing donations for overseas work 
is absorbed by the of fice budget of FoE 
Melbourne, ensuring an absolute minimum 
of funds donated for overseas projects are 
used for administration. 

The following is a summary of the financial 
report for Friends of the Earth Australia for 
2019/20. 

Copies of the full audited financial report 
are available upon request. 



stAteMent oF FinAnciAl Position As At 30 June 2020

2020 $ 2019 $
Assets
Current assets
Cash on hand and at bank 2,054,937.18 2,144,992.86
Short-term bank deposits 1,913,730.38 429,880.08
Accounts receivables and other debtors 175,568.09 514,040.15
Inventories on hand 7,406.97 1,232.58
Total current assets 4,151,642.62 3,090,145.67
Non-current assets
Right of use Asset, Computer Equipment  
& Office Furniture

1,010,264.88 7,206.68

Total non-current assets 1,010,264.88 7,206.68
Total assets 5,161,907.50 3,097,352.35
Liabilities
Current liabilities
Accounts payables & other payables 399,021.38 833,168.24
Grants/income received in advance 1,651,755.65 1,142,999.14
Employee provisions 100,456.67 30,655.14
Lease Liability - Right of Use Asset 96,712.00 0.00
Total current liabilities 2,247,945.70 2,006,822.41
Non-current liabilities
Borrowing’s 0.00 0.00
Employee provisions 66,302.99 152,560.35
Lease Liability - Right of Use Asset 900,837.00 0.00
Total non-current liabilities 967,139.99 152,560.35
Total liabilities 3,215,085.69 2,159,382.76
Net assets 1,946,821.81 937,969.59
Retained surplus
Opening retained surplus 937,969.69 764,957.54
Surplus/(deficit) for the year 1,008,852.22 173,012.05
Total retained surplus 1,946,821.81 937,969.58

stAteMent By MeMBeRs  
oF the coMMittee
 In the opinion of the members of the 
committee the financial report:

Represents a true and fair view of the 
financial position of Friends of the Earth 
(Australia) Inc as at 30 June 2019 and its 
performance for the year ended on that 
date in accordance with the Australian 
Accounting Standards, mandatory 
professional reporting requirements and 
other authoritative pronouncements of the 
Australian Accounting Standards Board. 

At the date of this statement, there are 
reasonable grounds to believe that Friends of 
the Earth (Australia) Inc will be able to pay its 
debts as and when they fall due. 

This statement is made in accordance with a 
resolution of the Committee and is signed for 
and on behalf of the Committee by: 

Samantha Castro 

Secretary 

The Committee of Management 

Friends of The Earth Australia 
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In accordance with a resolution of the committee of Friends of the Earth (Australia) Inc, the members of the committee declare
that the financial statements as set out on pages 2 to 14:

(i) Presents a true and fair view of the financial position of Friends of the Earth (Australia) Inc. as at 
30 June 2019 and its performance for the year ended on that date in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards -
Reduced Disclosure Requirements of the Australian Accounting Standards Board and the requirements
of the Association Incorporation Reform Act 2012; and

(ii) At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that Friends of the Earth (Australia) Inc.
will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due.

This statement is signed for and on behalf of the committee by:

Member (Sign) .................................................                Member (Sign) .................................................

Member (Print) ................................................                Member (Print) ................................................

Place .................................................................

Dated this ............................... day of ................................................ 2021

for the Year ended 30 June 2020

Friends of the Earth (Australia) Inc.
Statement by Members of the Committee

Samantha Castro Em Gayfer

Collingwood 

29 January




