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TAKE ACTION 
You are a force of nature.  Join our growing movement 
at www. forceofnaturealliance.ca

CONTACT YOUR MAYOR AND COUNCIL
Politicians are far more likely get on board when their 
constituents can demonstrate how much an  issue 
matters to them.   So write them, phone them, or even 
better, visit them in person and let them know it’s time 
to solarize our cities.  You can check out the ‘advo-
cacy’ section on the inside of this flyer for tips on our 
municipal policy recommendations, or pitch them on a 
project you’d like to see in your community.    

VOLUNTEER
Force of nature’s network of caring, cooperative, and 
committed volunteers work within their own commu-
nities to stop fossil fuel expansion, elect environmen-
tal leaders, and promote our transition toward a clean 
energy economy.  To find out more or plug into our 
organizing teams, send us an e-mail at  
organizer@forceofnaturealliance.ca

DONATE 
We’re partnering with the Great Climate Race to fund-
raise for The Tsleil-Waututh Nation, who have lived in 
the area around Burrard Inlet for thousands of years, 
and have taken a firm stand against Kinder Morgan.  
They are building new offices on their land and includ-
ing a grid-tied solar project that will offset the energy 
demands of the buildings by 47,000 kwh per year 
installation. You can support this project at https://
forceofnature.nationbuilder.com/twn_solar
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SOLARIZE 
OUR CITIES!

“I’d put my money on the sun and 
solar energy. What a source of power! 

I hope we don’t have to wait until oil 
and coal run out before we tackle 

that.” ~Thomas Edison, 1931

“Solar power, wind power, the way 
forward is to collaborate with nature - 
it’s the only way we are going to get to 

the other end of the 21st century.” 
 ~ Bjork

“When there is a huge solar energy 
spill, it is called a ‘really nice day’”

~ www.votesolar.com

READY TO GO!   
DID YOU KNOW...

SOLAR IS VIABLE
Think its too rainy for solar?  Think again! A pro-
vincial government assessment, The Potential 
for Solar Power in British Columbia: 2007 to 2025, 
found that BC has a much higher potential for solar 
than Germany, the nation which currently generates 
the largest percentage of its electricity from Pho-
tovoltaics (PV), and rainy Vancouver has a higher 
potential for solar energy than Berlin. 

SOLAR IS COST EFFECTIVE
Based on the current price of electricity and histor-
ical hours of sunshine in this area, solar in Vancou-
ver has a return on investment (ROI) of approxi-
mately 4.8%  Most installations are paid off in about 
15 years, and have a lifespan of 30, giving you 15 
years of free energy!

SOLAR IS READY TO GO
Many Lower Mainland homes, businesses, First 
Nations and public buildings are already enjoying 
the benefits of solar energy.  If you’re interested on 
getting on board, our local solar provider and take 
care of all the paperwork, permits, installation, and 
the minor electrical re-wiring required to connect 
your electrical panel to your new solar array!

“Installing solar panels on our house 
has been a very gratifying experience.  
Working with a solar provider was 
easy and going solar will save us 
money. The best part however is 
feeling like being part of the solution.”  

~ Cheryl Lewis, 
Force of Nature Organizer



INFRASTRUCTURE
SOLARIZING OUR HOMES AND 
BUSINESSES

COSTS & BENEFITS
The typical cost of solar panels is between $16,000 
and $24,000, with a rule of thumb of $4/watt. Most 
are paid off in about 15 years, and have a lifespan 
of 30, giving you 15 years of free energy! Based on 
the current price of electricity and historical hours 
of sunshine in this area, solar in Vancouver has a 
return on investment (ROI) of approximately 4.8%. 
However, as hydro rates continue to rise, that ROI 
will go up and solar will become even more cost 
effective.
 

NET METERING
BC Hydro offers the “Net Metering Program,” an 
initiative which allows owners of renewable energy 
systems to connect their systems to the grid with 
no batteries required. When you produce more 
power than you use, your excess power will flow 
into the grid; when you require more than your sys-
tem is producing, you will draw it from the grid. BC 
Hydro will track your usage over the year, and pay 
you at the current market price for any extra energy 
that you have produced!
 

LOGISTICS
Most semi-detached and detached homes can 
accommodate solar panels without renovations or 
repairs, but your solar company can do an assess-
ment of your house and let you know if you do 
need alterations. A solar provider will do an assess-
ment and talk you through your needs, options, and 
potential for solar. Give them a call - they usually 
take care of all the paperwork, permits, installation, 
and the minor electrical re-wiring required to con-
nect your electrical panel to your new solar array!

ADVOCACY 
GETTING OUR LEADERS ON 
BOARD
While we don’t need to wait for politicians and 
corporations to do it for us, getting our leaders on 
board will ensure we have the right policies in place 
to support this growing industry.  

EXPEDITED PERMITTING PROCESS
Homeowners are paying out thousands of dollars 
in order to navigate municipal permitting require-
ments related to solar panels.   Many jurisdictions 
have addressed this by adopting an expedited 
permitting process, and we’re advocating for similar 
policies to be implemented across the Lower Main-
land in order to benefit homeowners and stimulate 
market uptake of solar technology.
 

NRCAN SOLAR READY GUIDELINES
We’re asking municipalities to require all new 
homes to meet NRCAN’s Solar Ready guidelines, 
which “specify a number of design considerations 
and modifications builders can make to new at-
tached and detached homes in preparation for the 
installation of a future solar thermal system or solar 
photovoltaic system.” Edmonton, Port Coquitlam, 
New West, and North van all have adopted variants 
of this legislation.
 

CANADIAN SOLAR CITIES PROJECT
Finally, we’re inviting Lower Mainland municipalities 
to apply to become Official Canadian Solar Cities, a 
designation that recognizes Canadian communities 
for leadership in sustainable practices, with a focus 
on solar. Requirements for the official designation 
can be found here:http://solarcitiescanada.com/
application-form/
Qualifying Canadian communities will be among 
the most sustainable places in the world.

COMMUNITY  
ANYONE CAN GET INVOLVED
Solar isn’t just for homeowners - there are many 
ways that renters and lower income people can 
plug into the solar revolution.  

SOLSHARE is a community-owned renewable 
energy project which offers a 3.3% dividend on 
investments for community members. 

BULLFROG POWER allows you to power your 
home with green energy without investing in your 
own systems. They match your energy usage with 
an equal production of clean, green, renewable en-
ergy which then goes back into the grid, reducing 
the system’s reliance on fossil fuel.

THE GREAT CLIMATE RACE fundraises year-
round for local solar projects. You can donate 
directly to these great initiatives, or become a 
fundraiser yourself!

“We can make change. If we all get 
together, we can make change. And 
guess what? We don’t have a choice.” 

Chief Gordon Planes, 
T’Sou-ke First Nation


