
April 14, 2021 
Dear team leaders, 
 
I often listen to very early morning programming on CBC, but most of the time I doze through 

Business Daily from the BBC. This morning, though, they ran an 
interview with Greta Thunberg about turning 18 years old and 
what she thinks about where we’re at and where we’re going. It’s 
about a 20-minute interview you might like to listen to … she’s 
not incredibly positive or negative – rather, very realistic. I like 
that the host, who is known for being provocative verging on 
crusty, brings his kids in at the beginning to say hi to Greta. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct1jfk  

 
Welcome, new team leaders! 
It’s so uplifting when active, passionate parents, grandparents and concerned adults join the 
network, so thank you for joining us, Peggy (For Their Future Yukon) and Mike (For Our Kids 
Edmonton), and kudos to Galen for all the reaching out, connecting, and coaching you do in 
bringing new groups on board. For newer leaders, this newsletter is to let you know what’s 
happening in the network and connect you with other groups – we’re not expecting you to take 
on these actions until you’re good and ready for them (:  
 
Okay, some updates: 
 
Bill C-12 actions  
There was a strategy call last week on where we go from here, and I’d encourage you to check 
out the notes from that meeting in the shared Bill C-12 Standing Committee Submissions folder 
on Google drive. There is also a recording of the meeting and a copy of the excellent written 
brief GASP has sent in to the Standing Committee. I’ll outline the strategies briefly below; best 
bet is to read the notes and join the discussion on Slack, but if you are pressed for time and 
have a question, let me know. 

1) Get written briefs ready to send in to the Standing Committee, because they can be sent 
in anytime, even if the Bill hasn’t yet been referred there. Each group is welcome to 
submit a brief, using the key messages in the shared folder; if you’d like to work 
collaboratively on a brief, that’s great too.   

2) Continue following up with MPs of all parties (in your ridings) to encourage them to 
bring the Bill back to the House for debate and to send it to the SC for review and 
amendments. The idea here is that Bill C-12 needs fixing, but if it doesn’t make it 
through second reading and to the SC, it will disappear as soon as an election is called, 
and then it will take a long time for a substitute bill to be drafted and brought forward.  

3) Continue to recommend climate scientists be called as expert witnesses to the SC. You 
can do this by contacting someone you feel would make an excellent presenter (there is 
a list in the folder linked to above) and encouraging them to request an opportunity to 
present. If you live in a riding represented by a member of the SC, you could also urge 
the SC member to support that person’s request.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct1jfk
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1e6JfTig5MGoYkuSLvISmDbVjLkG0o16v?fbclid=IwAR1Eudlu5mbHAHXxEodA0J7nwT6nljbN5uMR_LhVUx2VAVeLwxcoQN_9t6Y
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Committees/en/Participate
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Committees/en/Participate


4) Think about whether you or representatives of your group want to request a meeting 
with the Standing Committee to present your brief and answer questions. If you’re 
interested in this, let me know because it may be stronger as a coordinated effort.   

5) Continue raising awareness of the importance of making the Bill stronger and more 
urgent. You can share the Bill C-12 page with all your networks; it includes a short and 
sweet petition to the leaders of each federal party, asking them to work together to get 
this Bill right. 

 
Earth Day actions 
If you haven’t seen the Accountable Earth Day action page, here it is. It includes a quick action 
(the petition to federal leaders re: Bill C-12), a kids’ activity, and tips for writing a letter to the 
editor or op-ed, calling on decision-makers to be accountable to their environmental promises. 
Those are just suggestions: I know several of your groups have plans for actions in your area, 
and we are really eager to promote and share those (as well as support them happening), so 
please keep us in the loop.   
 
Where do we go from here? 
You might remember we asked your input on FOK’s strategic plan a few months ago; thank you 
for the feedback and ideas you provided. As FOK matures and proves that our theory of change 
is working, it’s time to look at medium- and longer-term direction, and you are an integral part 
of that! We’re planning to hold two strategic planning sessions/year – June and December – 
and hoping that each group can send one member to participate. No dates or further details 
yet, but please keep it in mind and think about what you’d like to bring to the table. 
 
Use your Mom voice! 
By now you’ve seen Jenna’s engaging call for videos from mothers, sharing what you really 
want for Mother’s Day. We’re really excited to put your messages together into a compelling, 
moving, powerful demand for action. Record your message whenever you feel the power move 
you, and send it to Amber: amber@forourkids.ca  
 
Quick things: 

• Bank actions continue – the web page has been updated and includes an online petition 
to the CEOs of Canada’s big 5 banks. Babies for Climate Action and For Our Kids North 
Shore are holding an info/discussion session tonight, if you want a refresher on this: you 
can get a link to the session here. Look for an update from Matt on the collaborative 
national bank action of which FOK is a part, along with Climate Pledge Collective. One 
idea they’re floating is to have a “greenwashing” day in July (pandemic restrictions 
permitting) where groups show up at their local bank dressed in green and carrying 
buckets of water to wash bank windows. I’d like to hear your thoughts about this as an 
action; please let me know how it sounds to you.  

• MP town halls May 17-19: GreenPac is organizing these, and we’ve been working with 
them to promote the idea, share our experiences, and suggest that their organizers 
reach out to FOK groups in the area to collaborate. If your group is going to be involved 
in one of these town halls, let me know so we can support and promote.   

https://www.forourkids.ca/bill_c12_campaign
https://www.forourkids.ca/accountable_earth_day
mailto:amber@forourkids.ca
https://www.forourkids.ca/divest_your_savings
https://www.forourkids.ca/bank_switch_introduction_april_14
https://www.forourkids.ca/bank_switch_introduction_april_14


• Did you receive my invitation to schedule one-to-one meetings via Calendly? If not, 
please let me know. 

• Speaking of scheduling time, I’m excited to offer you the chance to meet with FOK 
founder Matt Price for one-to-one sessions on organizing, growing your team, 
developing leadership, and campaign strategy. It’s an opportunity to chat with one of 
the best in the field! Matt is available for one hour sessions once/month. If you’d like to 
pursue this, let me know and we’ll work out a schedule. Honestly, I’d pay for one of 
these sessions, so this is a good deal (:   

 

Please contact me whenever you could use some support for an event, action, or idea your 
team is considering: I’m here to help think through, plan, and amplify the work of teams across 
the network.  
 

Take care, all. Big stretch, deep breath in, and let it out. Repeat as 
needed. (Yes, that picture is the treat.) 
 
Lella 
 


