
June 28, 2021 
 
Apologies for the delay in this update. I hope you’ve been staying well and looking forward to being able to 
connect with some family and friends in person soon (: 
 
There has been a lot to take in over the past few weeks. From conversations many of you have had with me, 
and the comments online, there’s discouragement and frustration with those who don’t seem to be getting 
the message that we are in a climate emergency, whether they are politicians, friends, family members, or 
trolls.  
 
Some really good conversations, too, about different ways of reaching people and moving them into action. 
There isn’t one simple answer or path, of course. This is the hard work of organizing: finding those who don’t 
agree (or don’t agree yet) and learning their stories. I recently started listening to this podcast that Matt 
recommended in Slack, and the episode featuring Caroline Murray speaks to this a bit – she talks about 
“asking difficult, vulnerable questions so that we can relate meaningfully to those with whom we organize …. 
and why ‘why’ is the key to being brave together”.   
 
I’d like to frame all this within a reminder that focusing on changing people’s minds and actions can take over 
your life, but it doesn’t have to. That’s why local teams like yours and broader networks like For Our Kids exist: 
to share the load. It’s so important, especially when you are feeling fatigued or discouraged, to step back from 
constant action and advocacy and add some balance through gratitude for the natural world we are living in 
right now, reflection on the resilience and creativity of the human race to take action, and the realization that 
we are moving in the right direction in many ways. 
 
On to updates 

• Bill C-12 made it through third reading and debate in the House, and will be at third reading in the 
Senate tomorrow (June 29). The momentum is there for it to gain royal assent, meaning Canada will 
have its first-ever law holding the federal government accountable for meeting GHG emission 
reduction targets. It’s not a perfect law, but it is an important step. 

• FOK will be hosting a session the third week of July on engaging parents through school communities. 
Some of you have contacted me with initiatives you’re already working on and I’m hoping you’ll be 
interested in sharing that with the broader network, so I’ll be reaching out to you directly. If any of you 
have something specific you’d like to present as part of that discussion and we haven’t yet connected 
about it, please let me know.  

• The collaborative group planning a greenwashing action in July is postponing that action indefinitely; 
possibly rescheduling in the fall. Stay tuned for updates later.  

• The FOK team (now including Natalie!) has been looking at acting on the ideas and feedback provided 
at the June 12 national advisory council meeting (here's a link to the notes, in case you missed them). 
We’ll have more to share soon, but building on the previous point, with the greenwashing action 
postponed, there isn’t an action of the month planned for July or August. We’ll be working on an action 
related to schools for the fall. 

• Still looking for the opportunity to have a social event for team leaders before the summer break. I 
didn’t get around to posting a poll on the Team Leaders’ page but will do so shortly. 

 
As this heat adds to concerns about where the climate is heading, please take care and know that all you are 
doing is making a difference! 
 

https://peoplesaction.org/nextmove/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/forourkids/pages/416/attachments/original/1623689164/NAC_notes_June_2021.docx.pdf?1623689164

