
Outrage At The Danger That The USA Is Moving Towards A Police State 
 

WHEREAS, on June 1, local, federal, and military police violently cleared peaceful protestors from Lafayette 
Park and streets outside of the White House; and   
 
WHEREAS, these protestors were met with an aggressive onslaught of rubber bullets, smoke canisters, stun 
grenades, and horses; and Lafayette Square was cleared so that Donald Trump could have an absurd, 
politically motivated photo opportunity with a Bible in front of St. John’s Church; and 
 
WHEREAS, the recent threat to use and actual use of active military troops to engage with American 
citizens participating in peaceful protests is alarming and contrary to the Posse Comitatus Act, an act that 
was created to “limit the powers of the federal government in the use of federal military personnel to 
enforce domestic policies within the United States”; and 
 
WHEREAS, on June 3, 2020, soldiers from the 82nd Airborne Division were on standby at Joint Base 
Andrews in Maryland and Fort Belvoir in Virginia outside Washington; and 
 
WHEREAS, on June 4, 2020, 1,300 Army personnel were ordered to military bases just outside the nation’s 
capital as Trump weighed whether to invoke the Insurrection Act and send active-duty troops into the city, 
the scene of large protests that devolved into violence and looting over the weekend; and 
 
WHEREAS, many prominent military leaders have publicly recognized the dangers inherent in using the 
military to aggressively disperse demonstrations; and 
 
WHEREAS on June 4, 2020, military troops and others were out in force in Washington; and a Defense 
official said at least 2,200 National Guard members would be on the streets; and 
 
WHEREAS on June 4, 2020the federal plan to contain continuing protests in Washington, D.C. currently 
employs about 7,600 civilian law enforcement, National Guard and active-duty Army personnel stationed 
just outside the city, an array of forces Attorney General William Barr and others say is justified to defend 
the capital at a time of unrest.  Indeed, an internal document titled “Domestic Unrest -- Washington D.C. 
Overview” compiled for the Joint Chiefs of Staff and seen by Bloomberg News shows 2,950 law 
enforcement personnel from U.S. agencies working alongside 2,935 National Guard troops, bolstered by 
1,704 active-duty troop; and 
 
WHEREAS, on June 5, 2020 in and around D.C., there are more than a score of agency-specific federal police 
forces, particularly downtown where protests have played out. Distressingly, nearly every block brings you 
in contact with a different police force including but not limited to the federal U.S. Capitol Police, the Park 
Police, the National Gallery of Art police, the Smithsonian Office of Protective Services, the Postal police, 
Amtrak police, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing police, the Supreme Court police, the Uniformed 
Division of the Secret Service, the Government Publishing Office police, and the Department of Homeland 
Security’s Federal Protective Service, FBI Police or the U.S. Mint police, the multistate Metro Transit police 
and the local D.C. Metropolitan Police; and 
 

WHEREAS, on June 6, 2020,at one point, Trump appears to have considered sending as many as 10,000 
active-duty military personnel into the streets; and 
 
WHEREAS, on June 10, 2020, 5,000 Guard troops — from the District of Columbia and a dozen states — 
were rushed to the streets of the capital to help in the crackdown on mostly peaceful protesters and 
occasional looters after the killing of George Floyd in police custody.   
 
The Four Freedoms Democratic Club hereby: 

1. Urges the US Government and the Citizens of the USA take steps to limit the power of the president 
so that the occupant of that office can no longer act, without any impediment, to call up the military 
in Washington DC.  Such actions might include making Washington DC a state or repealing or 
amending the Insurrection Act of 1807. 

2. Urges the Congress of the United States to investigate who ordered the breakup of the June 1 
Lafayette Square demonstration. 

3. Urges the Congress of the United States to investigate who requested that police, troops, military, 
and national guard intimidate the protestors. 

4. Urges the Congress of the United States to take appropriate action based on the findings of the 
investigation, including the possibility of impeaching the Attorney General. 


