45 years of
history.
At Friends of the Earth (FoE) we believe the
only way we create a sustainable society
is to transform our democratic, economic,
energy and food systems.
For 45 years we have defended our forests, kept pesticides
out of our waterways, fought for indigenous self
determination and land rights, opposed uranium mining
and kept fossil fuels in the ground. We have built thriving
social enterprises that challenge the status quo, promote
sustainable consumption, put workers first and help fund
environmental and social action.
The last five years of campaigning at Friends of the Earth
culminated in 2017 to deliver some exciting victories.
Our Coal and Gas Free Victoria campaign won Australia’s
first ban on unconventional gas and fracking. The
Yes2Renewables campaign transformed the energy
debate in Victoria, establishing the Victorian Renewable
Energy Target (VRET) targets of 25% by 2020 and 40%
by 2030.
Now that these campaigns have turned from inspired
ideas into law, we are seeing a new phase of growth at
FoE Melbourne.

●● Our new Sustainable Cities campaign is
creating community-led solutions for
Melbourne’s transport systems
●● The Act On Climate campaign will
secure Victoria’s first climate budget
●● Quit Coal is continuing to work to halt
fossil fuel expansion across the country
●● Yes2Renewables will continue to secure
renewable and community energy
investment in the state of Victoria
●● The Victorian Forests Collective is protecting
old growth forests and working to secure the
creation of Great Forest National Park.
●● Our Food Co-op and cafe serve accessible and
healthy, vegan meals and provide one of the largest,
ethically-sourced bulk food ranges in Melbourne
●● Our Pesticides and Waterways campaign
is creating a movement to stop pollutants
entering Australian water supplies
●● The Nuclear-Free collective is campaigning with
communities against damaging uranium projects

Friends of the Earth relies on the financial contributions of a committed
supporter base and visionary trustees from a small number of philanthropic
organisations. To sustain this period of growth, we need your support.
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What makes FoE special?
Mobilise, Resist,
Transform.

Our philosophy of action can be encapsulated in three words:
Mobilise - Resist - Transform. We understand that we cannot
change the systems we blame for environmental and social
destruction without mobilising communities to work alongside us.
We work to resist developments, policies and trade deals that will
increase inequality and environmental destruction. But we also
believe in transforming our systems and institutions to create the
world we want to see.

Building
transformative
social
movements.

We seek to build movements, not just our own brand. We want
to help communities find their political voice, to create profound
and longer lasting system change. We need our communities to
rethink the way they relate to others and the environment,
to change our culture.
Friends of the Earth campaigns work in a grassroots way with
communities who are most affected by environmental destruction:
whether it be remote aboriginal communities affected by uranium
developments, farmers under threat from fracking or urban
communities fighting unsustainable and unjust development.
We aim to ‘meet people where they are’, investing time in finding
common cause and building trust. This means we have been able
to engage a wide range of “non-traditional allies” in unprecedented
ways. This is a key strength of our campaign model.

Being the
change we
want to see.

We’re committed to encouraging equality and to dismantling
hierarchy in the workplace:
●● Our staff are paid the same hourly rate, from
the campaigns coordinator to the cleaners.
●● We make sure women are proactively represented
throughout the organisation, with our 60% quota
for women in our paid roles.
●● Our employees are encouraged to work four days a week,
for work/life balance and equality in domestic labour.
●● Our campaigns are run by volunteers, because campaigning
shouldn’t be only a professional vocation. If we’re to transform
our world, we need people with the skills to create collective
action and advocate for community rights.

Our Structure
FoE Melbourne operates on a collective, anti-hierarchical
basis. Each campaign is run by a collective; a group of
people of around 4 to 20 individuals who agree to work on
particular issues. Collectives are responsible for their own
campaigning, what issues they take action on and which
strategies they use.

Friends of the Earth’s organisational decision-making
bodies include monthly strategy meetings, open to
all FoEM workers, campaign co-ordinators and active
collective members. All FoE Melbourne members are
invited to the Annual General Meeting.
The Policy and Accountability Committee (PAC) oversees
compliance within the organisation. FoE Melbourne is a
member of the FoE Australia federation.

Gasfield-free declaration presented to state parliament in 2016, signed by
75 Victorian communities who became coal and gasfield-free and secured
the first permanent ban on unconventional gas drilling in Australia in 2017
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Our Income
Friends of the Earth Melbourne is a gift fund and
registered charity listed under the Register of
Environment Organisations. This status currently allows
us to receive donations that are tax deductible from
members and supporters.
As an independent, non-partisan organisation, Friends
of the Earth Melbourne chooses not to receive any
funding from political parties or corporations engaged
in destructive activities. This longstanding position has
cemented FoE’s credibility and respect in the environment
movement. It allows us to develop powerful, adaptive,
responsive and independent campaigns.
Friends of the Earth Melbourne currently
does not accept donations from:
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●

Large multinational corporations
Banks or financial institutions invested in fossil fuels
Mining corporations or those invested in the sector
Companies involved in non-renewable energy
(including natural gas)
Companies involved in logging of high
conservation value/old growth forests
Companies involved in producing
or selling armaments
The chemical industry
The tobacco industry
Firms with poor labor relations
or exploitative workplace practices
Large-scale media conglomerates
The GMO (genetically modified organism) industry
Any corporation involved in the refugee-detention
industry or the prison industrial complex
The gambling industry

Further, we apply considerable scrutiny to
accepting any financial support from the
following funding bodies / industries:
●● Smaller banks and financial institutions
(those not invested in fossil fuels)
●● Small-scale, sustainable plantations
or private forestry companies
●● Smaller scale media outlets
●● Companies involved in the
production or sales of alcohol
●● The pharmaceuticals industry
●● Renewable energy companies
Instead, we prefer to source funding from:
●● Donations from individuals (monthly
giving, bequests and one-off contributions)
●● Grant income through a range
of philanthropic bodies
●● The Friends of the Earth Food
Co-op and Cafe social enterprise.
●● Fundraising events
●● Companies engaged in activities which
align with our values and campaigns.
All institutional and business supporters are
acknowledged in our annual reports, which are available
on our website. If you would like a comprehensive list of
all our philanthropic, business and in-kind supporters
please contact Jemila Rushton at:
jemila.rushton@foe.org.au

Magnificent old growth forest in Kuark, East Gippsland threatened by logging
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Our Funding Needs
We are looking to form relationships with supporters who
can offer both core funding to the Operations Collective
and contribute to the growth of specific campaigns.
Operations and campaign collectives determine their
individual funding needs, fundraise independently and
are autonomous in the management of expenditure. This
framework allows us to create responsive and adaptive
campaigns with minimal expenses.

The relationship between the Operations Collective
and campaign collectives is circular and reciprocal. Jus
as the campaigns collectives are dependant on the
ongoing provision of resources and space that are
maintained by the Operations Collective, Operations in
turn is supported by a modest 15% administrative fee
applied to campaign incomes.

Core Funding: The Operations Collective
The Operations Collective ensures that FoE Melbourne is
legally compliant and financially viable. They safeguard
the organisation so that our campaigns can advocate
with communities on important environmental issues. By
financially supporting the Operations Collective, you are
supporting all the campaigns at Friends of the Earth.
The Operations Collective provides a thriving community
space to campaign collectives with access to organising
materials and resources. They also undertake all financial
and employment and human resources administration.
The Operations Collective broaden campaign’s outreach
and fundraising capacity by amplifying campaigns their
social media and web presence.

Friends of the Earth Melbourne has a wage equity policy
and pay all workers the same hourly rate. Because we
don’t have high salaried CEOs or management teams,
administration costs make up a tiny percentage of our
overall budget compared with other organisations.
Friends of the Earth’s paid campaign staff has
doubled within the last 12 months and we need to
invest in our operations team to meet the increased
demands on resources vital to support the ongoing
growth of the network.
Core funding to the Operations Collective ensures
we can implement long term strategic objectives
and facilitate the ongoing development of skilled
activists and campaigners with the assurance of
a stable and secure network.

Annual Funding Needs:
Implementation of new financial system
Building/rent/repairs/renovations
Additional digital communications support staff
(one day per week)

$70,000
$20,000
$16,500

Total:

$106,500

Hepburn Wind - Australia’s first community-owned wind farm
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Our Campaigns
Our campaigns focus on building grassroots movements in Victoria,
advocating for local solutions for local issues. However, our work has
national relevance and some of our campaigns also work nationally.
Specified campaign funding will support campaigns to get off the ground,
maintain momentum and respond to a constantly changing political climate.

Hermitage Creek, Toolangi State Forest in the Central Highlands - logging was halted
here thanks to community opposition and citizen science studying endangered species

Victorian Forests Collective
In 2017 The Victorian Forest Collective re-formed to
protect the remaining wild forests of Victoria. We
are working for the creation of the Great Forest
National Park north east of Melbourne and the
Emerald Link in far East Gippsland.
We conduct strategic city-based electoral campaigning
and political lobbying and bring together regional
groups who are actively working to protect native
forests and wildlife.
On National Threatened Species Day we authored
a report documenting 27 cases of logging under the
Andrew’s Labor government that breached environmental
regulations and impacted on threatened species. We
organised a dozen separate actions, including delivery of
the report to key MPs offices, distributing thousands of
pamphlets in key electorates and co-ordinating hundreds
of people to rally on the steps of Parliament

Our grassroots campaigning in the Northcote by-election
made the protection of native forests a dominant issue.
We mobilised 70 volunteers to letterbox pamphlets to
60,000 homes, we coordinated with other groups to
organise a candidate’s forum, held street stalls, conducted
polling that showed huge support for forest protection
and generated several powerful media stories.
As the 2018 state election approaches, we will keep
building grassroots power in the community. We
want all parties to support the creation of the Great
Forest National Park and the Emerald Link, strengthen
regulatory protections for threatened wildlife and support
a fair and just transition for the native forestry industry.

Annual Funding Needs:
Campaigner salary 4 days a week
Coordinator salary 4 days a week
Electoral campaigning
Outreach and campaign materials
Citizen science
Forestry sector transition plan research

$64,543
$64,543
$12,000
$5,000
$2,000
$2,000

Total:

$150,086
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Yes 2 Renewables
Yes 2 Renewables is our campaign for 100% renewable
energy. We campaign alongside communities, businesses
and workers around Victoria to build a powerful voice
for jobs and investment in renewable energy that cannot
be ignored. Through our extensive community work and
media-savvy campaigning we have transformed Victoria
into a national leader in renewable energy.
Our long-running campaign for the Victorian Renewable
Energy Target (VRET) of 25% by 2020 and 40% by 2025
saw these targets signed into law in October 2017. The
policy will create over 10,000 jobs, attract as much as $9
billion in investment, and cut electricity sector
emissions by up to 16%. This is currently Australia’s
only legislated policy to secure investment in renewable
energy beyond 2020.

It is vital that Yes 2 Renewables ensure this important
policy survives the next election. In 2018 we will continue
building the burgeoning renewable energy movement,
particularly in regional Victoria.
We will develop and tour a film that will tell the story
of Victoria’s renewable energy revolution. Collecting
stories of stakeholders from the renewable energy supply
chain we will highlight the transformative experiences
of workers, wind farmers and community leaders who
are developing their own wind and solar projects, and
entrepreneurs disrupting traditional business models.
The film will be developed alongside ongoing community
engagement modelled on the Lock the Gate movement,
including community events, wind farm site visits, letter
writing, and social media campaigning to secure more
political wins.

Annual Funding Needs:
Coordinator salary 4 days a week ongoing
Cinematographer / Film-maker: Half day per week
Travel costs
Social media advertising
Developing campaign materials & signage

$64,543
$8,067
$2,000
$1,000
$4,000

Total:

$79,610

Quit Coal
The Quit Coal collective runs grassroots campaigns
against new and existing fossil fuel developments in
Victoria. During the most recent campaign, Coal and
Gasfield Free Communities, Quit Coal spent five years
supporting over 70 rural communities to survey, lobby
and ultimately declare themselves coal and gasfield
free. This campaign ended in success when the
Victorian Government legislated a permanent ban
on unconventional gas in 2017 - the first of its kind
in Australia.
Quit Coal is building on this campaign win to support a
frack-free Australia. The current focus is solidarity work
with communities in the Northern Territory who are
fighting against a potentially massive fracking industry
and gas pipeline.

The collective is launching an Energy Justice campaign
that will connect the dots between climate change, high
energy prices and profiteering retailers. Quit Coal will
empower communities in Victoria to demand that our
government and energy retailers provide clean, fair and
affordable energy.
Travel and event costs are used to reach and connect
with rural and suburban communities, while information
nights and community actions held in Melbourne are
used as a central point to connect the various voices of
the campaign. During the initial phases of the Energy
Justice campaign, finances will be used to create new
materials and resources that will be used throughout the
many years of the campaign.

Annual Funding Needs:
Coordinator salary 2 days a week ongoing
Regional travel expenses (Victoria and NT)
Holding community building events in regional centres
Inner-city information nights and volunteer inductions
Graphics, printing and campaign materials

$32,271
$6,000
$2,000
$900
$1,500

Total:

$42,671
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Act on Climate
Act on Climate supports communities by helping them
build resilience to climate change and advocates for
progressive policies to protect them from climate
change impacts.
Launched in January 2017, Act on Climate secured the
key votes needed for the Climate Change Act 2017 to
pass the Victorian parliament, bringing Victoria’s climate
change laws in line with the Paris agreement on climate
change. In response to our nascent campaign for state
government investment in climate solutions, the
Victorian Government announced a 4.8 million dollar
grant scheme for positive climate change solutions in
Victorian communities.

In 2018, the collective will undertake political lobbying,
public interventions, community mobilization, and
targeted social media to build community power for
Victoria’s first climate change-focused state budget at
the 2018 state election.
Act on Climate will facilitate dozens of group
conversations with community members in rural and
regional Victoria, as well as inner city neighbourhoods,
creating a network of solidarity between the city and
the bush for a solutions focussed climate budget. The
information collected through this process will form
Community Climate Action Plans that identify projects
the state government can fund.

Annual Funding Needs:
Campaign Coordinator at .8 FTE
Gippsland pilot coordinator (6 months at .2 FTE)
Campaign materials
Social media budget
Transport
Video Budget
2018 Budget advocacy fund

$64,543
$16,135
$6,000
$900
$6,000
$4,200
$15,000

Total:

$112,778

Sustainable Cities
Launched in October 2017, Sustainable Cities campaigns
for a more liveable, connected city for all. As Melbourne
grows and transport emissions become an increasing
priority, we need to seize this moment to transform
how people move around the city. We want to see
more investment in public transport and no new
major toll roads.
Currently focused on preventing new toll road projects
in the heart of Melbourne, Sustainable Cities is working
with communities in opposition to the Westgate Tunnel
proposal that will ruin the local environment, fuel our
transport emissions, and keep us on the path of carreliance and urban sprawl.

Alternatives being campaigned for are investment in
rail infrastructure for both freight and passengers. No
other environmental group is working to support the
community opposition to this project.
Grassroots transport and city based campaigning has
been limited or nonexistent for years. But with regular
meetings and events, we are bringing the Melbourne
community together to plan a more sustainable liveable
city for the future. With the establishment of Sustainable
Cities we hope to see a growing strength of experienced
and enthusiastic communities, shifting and setting the
political agenda for good long-term transport solutions
here in Melbourne.

Annual Funding Needs:
Campaigner salary 3 days a week
Community Polling
Campaign event costs
Campaign printing and materials

$48,407
$10,000
$2000
$2000

Total:

$67,407
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Nuclear-Free Collective
The Nuclear-Free Collective has worked for over forty
years researching, educating and campaigning on nuclear
issues, and aims to protect people and the environment
from damage by the nuclear industry. In 2017 a campaign
to halt the development of an international nuclear
waste dump was won after many months of grassroots
campaigning in South Australia.
Current campaigns include ongoing work in South
Australia alongside Traditional Owners in the Flinders
Ranges and communities in Kimba resisting a national
nuclear waste dump, and supporting Traditional
Owners in Western Australia to keep the state free
from uranium mining.

The collective hosts events in Melbourne to amplify
the voices of communities directly impacted by the
nuclear industry to educate people about nuclear and
peace issues and support international disarmament
efforts. Every second year, the Radioactive Exposure
Tour provides an opportunity for supporters to see the
legacy of nuclear weapons testing, waste dumps and
uranium mining, and connect with current campaigns.
The collective is currently working to preserve historical
records of nuclear-free campaigning in Australia and
hosts the Radioactive Show on 3CR Community Radio
which covers news on the nuclear free movement from
around the world.

Annual Funding Needs:
Campaigner salary 2 days a week ongoing
Coordinator salary 1 day a week ongoing
Radioactive Exposure Tour coordinator stipend
Travel costs
National archiving project
Radioactive Show running costs

$32,271
$16,135
$4,000
$6,000
$7,500
$1,200

Total:

$67,106

Hookina Spring: A sacred site on Adnyamathanha Country in the South
Australian Flinders Ranges, threatened by a nuclear waste dump
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River Country
Over the past 15 years River Country has campaigned
alongside local communities and Traditional Owners for
the creation of National Parks in red gum forests along
the Murray. This protected red gums from logging and
secured government parks management. In recent years
the commitment for co-management with Traditional
Owners, creation of park ranger positions and improved
environmental monitoring has not eventuated. Now,
there are concerns about proposed flow regulators and
levies to be built in the Nyah-Vinifera Park.

Growing the River Country Campaign is essential to
ensure that logging does not return to the region. As
such, ongoing campaign goals include: Securing funding
for better parks management and local ranger jobs;
persuading government to co-manage the park and hand
back country to Traditional Owners.
In 2018 we will organise citizen science monitoring events,
assess management strategies, communicate community
expectations about wetland management.

Immediate campaign goals will focus on assessing
the evidence that developments will deliver
environmental outcomes in Nyah-Vinifera and develop
and policy position through research, consultation with
Traditional Owners, Catchment Management Authorities
and the community.

Annual Funding Needs:
Campaigner salary 3 days a week ongoing
Citizen Science
Travel costs

$48,407
$4,000
$2,000

Total:

$54,407

Strzelecki Koala Action Team
Friends of the Earth has campaigned for the creation of a
Strzelecki Cores and Links Rainforest Rainforest reserve
since the early 2000’s, to protect the area from logging. In
2018, after many years 1,200 hectares of land, including
the Nationally significant College Creek will be handed
back to government management. This is the first of
8,000 ha that will return to the state to create a protected
reserve, increasing the Reserves of the Strzeleckis by
about 400%. The Strzelecki Koala Action Team has been
working in the Strzelecki Ranges and South Gippsland
regions monitoring koala populations. These koalas
represent the only genetically robust populations in
Victoria and South Australia and are nationally significant.
However, they will remain vulnerable until the handback
and reserves process is complete in 2028.

During 2013-16, approximately 150 sites were assessed.
This work culminated in the identification of approximate
population size of the Strzelecki Koala, including preferred
tree data. In 2018 it will be vital to obtain data and
monitor koala populations in the 8,000 ha of land in
the Strzelecki Ranges that will eventually make up the
protected Cores and Links Rainforest Reserve area. It is
important to extend surveys into unsurveyed forest areas,
employing a quicker assessment methodology, assessing
greater areas of land in a shorter period of time.

Annual Funding Needs:
Campaigner salary 2 days a week ongoing
Travel costs
Citizen Science (Survey) Costs

$32,271
$2,000
$5,000

Total:

$44,271
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Food Co-op and Cafe
The Friends of the Earth Food Cooperative and Cafe has
been promoting a socially equitable and environmentally
sustainable future in Melbourne’s Inner North for over
40 years. The Food Co-op and Cafe provides a unique
shopping experience by supporting alternative forms
of production, ownership and consuming. We have
one of the largest ethically sourced bulk food ranges in
Melbourne with a selection of Organic, Bio-Dynamic,
Pesticide Free and socially responsibly products. We also
have a long, deep connection with Smith Street and its
surrounding communities. It’s a safe space with policies
promoting acceptance of all peoples. There are few spaces
where so many people from so many walks of life can feel
comfortable and be treated equally.

The Food Co-op and Cafe plays an integral role in
supporting marginalised and lower socioeconomic
groups offering roles in volunteering, training in food
and hospitality and delivering the Yarra City Council
subsidised Cafe Meals program.
The Food Co-op and Cafe is looking at expanding its
work by employing a part time food and waste
campaigner to promote Food Co-op policies on
Genetically modified organisms (GMO’s) in food, palm
oil, sustainable farming practices, co-operative models
and low waste consumption.
The Food Co-op and Cafe is also planning to install a new
fridge display and cooling system to show off their lovely
fresh produce and keep our cafe comfortable.

Annual Funding Needs:
Campaigner salary at 2 days per week
New Fridge display
New cooling system

$32,271
$5,000
$10,000

Total:

$47,271

Pesticides and Drinking Water
The Pesticides and Drinking Water campaign aims to
conserve, restore and protect waterways and create a
movement of change to stop pesticides and pollutants
entering Australian water supplies. In 2016 the online
Australian Pesticide Map was launched, publishing
information on past and present pesticide pollution
and problems, and has received 35,000 visits. This is the
first time that thousands of Australian pesticide related
events have been added to a single database (pesticides.
australianmap.net/). A similar Drinking Water Map is
planned to launch in 2018.

Past work has focussed on Victoria, South Australia and
Tasmania. Reports outlining pesticide contamination
throughout Australian waterways and pesticide
pollution of Victorian Water Supplies have been
prepared in 2016-2017. Current research areas include
the risks of Disinfection-By-Products (DBP’S) and climate
change threats to water supplies in stressed reservoirs
and catchments. Further work is required into the
investigation of PFAS contamination - manufactured
chemicals used by the defence industry - their presence
in Australian waterways and risks to human health
and wellbeing.

The Pesticides and Drinking Water Campaign is
continually working on the production of educational
and community materials, newsletters and the
maintenance of research materials. The campaign
also maintains communication with a national and
international network.

Annual Funding Needs:
Campaigner salary 2 days a week ongoing
Travel costs
Water Testing
Website development - Drinking Water Map

$32,271
$2,000
$5,000
$5,000

Total:

$44,271
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Getting Involved
Friends of the Earth Melbourne is made up of people who
share a vision. When you join our community, you are
investing in transformative grassroots movements.
We have been advocating for environmental and social
justice for more than 45 years. Our unique organisational
structure is designed to promote equality and inspire
action. Through grassroots organising, we have built
social movements which have transformed our systems
and institutions.

Our work on the frontline of environmental activism
continues to draw new generations of leaders into the
movement. Together we are creating lasting change and
coordinating the most innovative campaigns in Australia.
We invite you to become part of this legacy.

Contact
melbournefoe.org.au
Visit us:
312 Smith St, Collingwood
(#86 Tramline from Bourke Street)
Mail address:
PO BOX 222, FITZROY, VIC, 3065

Phone us on:
(03) 9419 8700 - office
(03) 9417 4382 - food co-op
Fundraising Coordinator:
Jemila Rushton
jemila.rushton@foe.org.au
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