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Friends of the Earth 
(FoE) Melbourne is an 
independent community-
based organisation  
working towards an 
ecologically sustainable  
and socially just future. 

We are membership-based, 
and open to all people who 
share our vision. We are the 
local member of Friends of 
the Earth Australia, which  
is in turn the national 
member of FoE 
International, the largest 
grassroots environmental 
network on the planet.

FoE has been active in 
Melbourne since the early 
1970s. In 2016/17 Friends 
of the Earth continued to 
campaign for the interests 
of people and the planet on 
a range of issues including 
climate change, pesticides 
and water, nuclear and clean 
energy, food, and forests. 

OuR CAmpAIgn AppROACh

hIghlIghTS OF 2016/17 

There are millions of Australians who 
are working towards a better future, 
in their homes, their workplaces, their 
families, and through political action. 
It will be collective action, happening 
at multiple levels, from the individual 
to the global, that will create the 
conditions that will allow our society 
and economies to shift to a sustainable 
footing. This will require deep and 
sustained collaboration amongst civil 
society organisations, business and all 
levels of government.

FoE Melbourne has a strong 
‘movement’ focus in its work, seeking 
to support strategic and effective 
community action for a sustainable and 
just future. This is reflected in our style 
of campaigning, which often occurs 
within alliances. We are willing to apply 
significant resources into ‘un badged’ 
campaigning. This means that we 
have helped build community power 
rather than just our own organisational 
power, and our public profile is lower 
than could be expected. The benefit of 
this approach is that it helps empower 

The past year has been huge for Friends 
of the Earth. Our Yes 2 Renewables 
and Coal and gasfield Free Victoria 
campaigns have achieved major 
outcomes: a commitment from the 
state government that it will establish 
state renewable energy targets (the 
VRET), the first permanent ban on the 
process of fracking in Australia, and 
an extension of the moratorium on 
drilling for onshore conventional gas. 
We also helped defeat a number of 
brown coal exploration proposals. And 
after a campaign lasting more than 20 
years, we are finally seeing areas of the 
Strzelecki Ranges being protected from 
logging in the Cores and links Reserve.

FoE has also built its campaign 
capacity, with a strong new forests 
campaign which is already impacting 
on the policy environment in Victoria, 
bringing a much needed boost of 
energy to the forests movement. We 
have also launched a sustainable cities 
campaign which will initially focus 
on opposing major new road projects 
and campaign to support greater 
investment in public transport. 

having won its core campaign, Yes 2 
Renewables has been focusing on seeing 
the VRET pass safely through parliament, 
allowing the Y2R co-ordinator to focus 
on developing a new climate change 
campaign. Act on Climate VIC is  
already working deeply in a number  
of communities across the state.

having won the gas ban and VRET 
largely through working in rural 
and regional communities we have 
started to re-focus back on metro 
communities, while sustaining and 
even expanding our work in regional 
Victoria. We have helped establish 
a powerful new movement through 
the Coal and gas Free Victoria and 
campaign and are working with many 
of the 75 communities who engaged 
in this campaign with a view to 
transitioning them to new areas  
of campaign activity.

In terms of staffing levels and collective 
campaign activity FoE melbourne has 
never been stronger. 

and create space for our local partners 
to step forward and fully own local 
campaigns. This approach has shown 
it can deliver powerful results – as 
the fracking ban and adoption of a 
renewable energy target described 
below - clearly illustrate.

We operate through a range of tactics, 
including involvement in government 
planning processes, research and policy 
development, community education 
and outreach, alliance building, 
advocacy and education, and  
peaceful protest. 



Our climate change work 
occurs primarily through 
the work of Quit Coal, Yes 2 
Renewables and the new Act 
on Climate VIC campaign. 

Fracking ban
“This is a triumph of one of the most 
amazing community campaigns that 
our state and indeed our nation has 
ever seen” - Daniel Andrews 22/11/16.

Working with Lock the Gate and 
more than 75 regional communities 
who declared themselves coal and/
or gasfield free, FoE turned the issue 
of unconventional gas (UCG) drilling 
into a major issue across Victoria. We 
first made communities aware of the 
threat posed by coal seam gas (CSG) in 
2011, when we launched the campaign 
against unconventional gas with a tour 
through western Victoria.

As we expanded our work into Gippsland 
it became apparent that there were a 
range of threats to land and water: from 
new coal mine proposals to tight gas and 
shale gas, as well as ‘conventional’ gas. 
If approved and developed, all of these 
projects would have had significant 
negative impacts on greenhouse gas 
emissions and local land, water, farming 
and communities. Methane is an 
especially potent greenhouse gas.

Campaign  
Reports

ClImATE ChAngE

We worked to build strong resistance to 
all forms of new fossil fuel development 
across the state, winning a moratorium 
on all onshore gas exploration and 
drilling in 2012. We also helped defeat 
a number of brown coal exploration 
development proposals.

By the time the state election was 
announced in 2014, UCG was a major 
issue across the southern half of the 
state. When Moriac became the 25th 
town to go ‘gasfield free’ in September 
2014, UCG was clearly an issue with 
strong impact in the community. The 
ALP promised an inquiry if elected 
and it was underway by mid 2015. 
FoE helped generate hundreds of 
submissions to the process (it received 
more submissions than any other 
environmental inquiry in Victoria’s 
history). In early 2016, on the first day 
of state parliament for the year, FoE 
organised a rally to express support 
for a permanent ban on onshore 
gas drilling and a strong Victorian 
Renewable Energy target (VRET). The 
speakers at the event demonstrated 



the depth of concern about the 
development of UCG and included a 
sheep farmer from Gippsland, union 
representatives, Samantha Dunn 
and Ellen Sandell, state MPs for the 
Australian Greens, David Southwick, 
Shadow Minister for Renewables, 
Liberal Party, Wendy Farmer, of 
Voices of the Valley and the Labor 
Environment Action Network (LEAN).

On August 30 2016, the Premier 
announced a permanent ban on 
fracking and unconventional gas  
drilling in Victoria.

This is the first permanent ban  
on fracking in the country.

The government also announced a 
four year extension of the current 
moratorium on onshore conventional 

gas drilling. We are confident this  
will mean the end of the onshore  
gas industry in Victoria.

This is a fantastic outcome, and a 
testament to the determination of 
Victorian communities, who have 
waged a long and strategic campaign 
to stop this destructive industry.

On March 7, 2017, Victoria became the 
first Australian state to permanently 
ban the process of fracking to access 
‘unconventional’ gas (gases like coal 
seam gas or CSG, and Shale and Tight 
gas) as the legislation passed through 
the Upper House.

You can read more about the campaign 
here. http://www.melbournefoe.org.
au/coal_and_gas



The long road to VRET: FoE’s campaign for a Vic Renewable Energy Target

Our Yes 2 Renewables campaign also 
achieved a fantastic win this year. 

After a community campaign that was 
launched and driven by FoE and which 
lasted two-and-a-half years, the Andrews 
government has committed to Victorian 
Renewable Energy Targets of 25 percent 
by 2020 and 40 percent by 2025.

Taking a positive, grassroots and 
community driven approach, our Y2R 
campaign has transformed energy 
politics and policy in Victoria.

The election of the Abbott government 
in 2013 presented a significant threat 
to renewable energy in Australia. 
Comments from the newly elected 
Prime Minister in November 2013 
signalled an imminent attack on 
the Renewable Energy Target (RET) 
scheme. With the Federal government 
sabotaging the sector, it would be up to 
state leadership to grow renewables.

In response to this need for the states 
to show leadership, in February 2014 

we launched a campaign for a Victorian 
Renewable Energy Target (VRET). While 
the government committed to the 
VRET in June 2016, we had to work 
hard during the 2016/17 year to ensure 
its safe passage through both houses 
of parliament. Its passage is expected 
to double wind energy capacity in the 
state by 2020 and triple renewable 
energy capacity by 2025 – creating 
10,000 jobs and unlocking a $2.5 billion 
investment opportunity in the process. 

Analysis from University of Melbourne 
Energy Institute finds that Australia 
now has an implicit national Renewable 
Energy Target of 30-35% by 2030 due to 
Victoria’s targets.

You can read more about the  
campaign here.

https://yes2renewables.
org/2016/06/22/the-long-road-to-vret-
foes-campaign-for-a-vic-renewable-
energy-target/



Act on Climate VIC launched
Act on Climate is our new climate 
change campaign. Driven by Leigh 
Ewbank, who co-ordinated our 
successful Yes 2 Renewables campaign, 
AOC describes itself as a team of 
citizens who are concerned about 
climate change and want to take action 
on it at a grassroots level. We aim to 
advance policies that prevent climate 
change from getting worse and also 
helping build resilient communities 
who can adapt to the climate impacts 
that are already locked in.

A renewable energy park for Point Henry?
The Point Henry aluminium smelter was 
located near Geelong and operated for 
many decades prior to its closure in 2014.  

Since then, both Alcoa (who operated 
the smelter) and the state government 
have been considering what to do with 
the site. It is a sprawling and heavily 
contaminated industrial site, situated 
on land of cultural significance, plus 
conservation areas and other industries.

Friends of the Earth believes that the 
old smelter site would make an ideal 
location for a renewable energy park. 
The smelter used a lot of electricity, 
which was transmitted by a high voltage 
connection to the grid, which could be 
utilised if power was generated on site. 
A wind and solar energy park could be 
combined with a range of other uses 
including eco tourism.

We have helped establish the Renew 
point henry Consortium (RPHC) which 
has a vision for wind and solar generated 
electricity with storage technologies on 
Point Henry, as a key component of the 
Moolap Coastal Strategic Framework 
Plan, which is currently being finalised  
by the state government.

The consortium is composed of 
WestWind Energy, Green Earth Electrical, 
Manage Carbon and Friends of the Earth.



Time for a Climate budget 
The Andrews government has used the 
state budget process to commit to a 
large new infrastructure program and 
an impressive family violence initiative. 
We are calling for their fourth and final 
budget in their current term to be a 
‘climate budget’. The most obvious 
way for Labor to show leadership in 
the budget is to increase the level of 
investment in climate action. 

While the government has a clear grasp 
of the dynamics affecting education, 

Building a strong policy environment for effective action on climate change
FoE engaged in a range of government 
policy development processes and 
inquiries, did substantial work around 
energy policy, including setting 
expectations around the emission 
reduction targets (ERTs), the Coal policy 
statement, future use of coal in Latrobe 
Valley, tracking the budget process 
around energy, and lobbied for a strong 
rebuild of the Climate Change Act. 

We are a foundation member of the state 
government’s Take 2 pledge program.

We held a range of forums and public 
events on climate change impacts (for 
instance a major Climate change forum 
in Bendigo, attended by several hundred 

people). We continue to engage with 
new constituencies on climate and 
environmental protection measures, 
including service organisations and 
faith communities and special interest 
groups (for instance, hosting a forum on 
climate change featuring professional 
skier Nat Segal).

Working with other environmental 
groups, we did an analysis of the 
state government’s track record on 
environmental protection, delivering 
the results to the community through a 
series of forums held between October 
and November in Fitzroy, Williamstown, 
Ivanhoe, South Melbourne, Frankston, 
and Woodend.

health, and infrastructure expenditure, 
it’s unclear how climate is impacting the 
budget and what’s allocated towards 
climate change prevention, resilience to 
impacts, and disaster response.

Bringing greater transparency to 
climate change in the budget will allow 
for its impact on state finances to be 
understood and tracked over time.  
If we don’t track the costs, how can  
we plan for future impacts?



BIOdIVERSITY

FoE campaigner Anthony Amis has 
spent more than 20 years working 
with Friends of Gippsland Bush to 
ensure protection of the remaining 
high conservation value forests in the 
Strzelecki Ranges, located just to the 
south of the Latrobe Valley. With state 
government commitments to start 
the handback of land into the long 
promised Cores and Links reserve, he 
has been able to increase the level of 
work being done on the Strzelecki koala.

In September 2016, Dr Steve Phillips 
published a report on behalf of the 
South Gippsland Landcare Network, 
“Habitat Utilisation by Koalas in 
the Gippsland Region”. The report 
summarises  the surveying of 28,000 
trees from 935 field sites, representing 
10,500ha of land. Friends of the Earth 
contributed data from 3180 trees (156 
field sites) collected between May 2014 
to September 2016. 50 field sites were 
surveyed over an intensive 12 week 
period by FoE from July to September 
2016. Many trips to the South 

Gippsland region, stretching from 
Grantville to Foster were conducted  
by Anthony Amis from FoE.

The report is important as it highlights 
the significance of the Strzelecki/South 
Gippsland Koala the only endemic 
koala population remaining in Victoria 
and South Australia. For the first time, 
Strzelecki Gum (E.strzeleckii) has been 
identified as a Preferred Food Tree 
Species, based almost entirely on surveys 
conducted by FoE. Two other Preferred 
trees species were also identified; 
Mountain Grey Gum (E.cypellocarpa)  
and Southern Bluegum (E.globulus).

The report shows occupancy rates 
of resident koala populations of 28% 
indicating that the species is still in 
recovery mode, after almost being 
made extinct in the early 20th Century.  
An estimate of a population 945 koalas 
in the 10,500ha of land surveyed was 
also made. Friends of the Earth plans to 
continue to monitor koala populations 
in the Strzeleckis dependent of funding.



Strzelecki Ranges
FoE organized a tour of the Strzelecki 
Ranges in April 2017 to bring the 
community up to speed with the 
upcoming handover of 8,500ha of 
land, a result of campaigning between 
1996-2006. 40 people attended the 
tour including senior managers from 
the government department DELWP. 
The issue is complicated as currently 
the land is leased to Hancock Victorian 
Plantations who are allowed to log 
1,500ha of plantations/ reforestation 
within the Strzelecki Cores and Links 
Reserve over a 20 year period. The 
handover will be staggered over a 
period of time ending in 2027. Hancock 
have to replant all logged areas. 

The Reserve was first outlined in 2001, 
and 16 years later FoE along with Friends 
of Gippsland Bush are still fighting 
to get these key Strzelecki rainforest 
catchments protected. The eventual 
reserve will also be vital to a range of 
species including the Strzelecki Koala.

New forests campaign
FoE has recently launched a new 
campaign which will focus on gaining 
the creation of the Great Forest 
National Park (in the Central Highlands 
to the east of Melbourne) and the 
Emerald Link, in East Gippsland.

East Gippsland is the only place on 
mainland Australia with continuity 
of natural ecosystems from alpine to 
coastal landscapes. The Emerald Link 
would provide permanent protection 
for these connected systems, and also 
create a world-class wilderness  
tourism destination.

The Great Forest National Park  
(GFNP) would be a world class park on 
Melbourne’s eastern edge in the Central 
Highlands. It would protect biodiversity, 
our water supplies and the carbon stores 
of the mountain ash forests, while also 
offering wonderful opportunities for the 
people of Melbourne.

As the city grows, it is essential we 
complete the park system around the 
city to ensure that current and future 
generations have access to intact 
landscapes for recreation and access  
to wild nature.

It is essential we plan for the transition 
of the taxpayer funded native forest 
logging industry. This industry 
must change. We cannot continue 
with business as usual, propping 
up an unsustainable industry: Our 
government must show leadership  
and support the transition out of native 
forests and into plantations and non 
timber sources of fibre.

Sarah Day and Ed Hill have been 
appointed as the FoE forest campaigners.



nEW SuSTAInABlE CITIES CAmpAIgn lAunChEd
After the electricity sector, transport 
is the largest greenhouse gas emitter 
in Victoria, and it is essential that our 
state radically reduces emissions from 
transport. Making our transport system 
more focused on public transport, 
walking, cycling and building for 
proximity will also bring a range of 
social and public health benefits.

The new sustainable cities program will 
initially focus on opposing major new 
road projects.

Rachel Lynskey has been appointed  
as the campaign co-ordinator.

FOOd CAmpAIgn

dIRT RAdIO 2016-17
Dirt Radio rolled out its very first shows 
in August 2012. The program is now 
powering on towards its sixth year on-
air, a not inconsiderable achievement 
for community based broadcasting 
built around listener subscriptions 
and donations. And of course, there’s 
the commitment, energy and sheer 
determination of Dirt Radio presenters/
producers to keep listeners informed 
and up-to-date with both Friends of  
the Earth related campaigns and 
activities and broader big picture 
contextualizing perspectives.

This year, Dirt Radio moved its time slot 
– now broadcasting live to air: Tuesday, 
9:30- 10:am each week. 3CR 855AM

Each show streams for one week after 
going live to air and podcasts are 
available for catch up listening.

http://www.3cr.org.au/dirtradio

There are also regular Dirt Radio 
Facebook up-dates

https://www.facebook.com/DirtRadio

Over the past year, frontline activists 
from the full breadth of FoE campaigns 
and affiliates provided regular 
interview up-dates: Yes2Renewables, 
Emerging Tech, Pesticides and Drinking 
Water, Climate Justice, Divestment and 
Banks, Trade and Economic Justice, Coal 
and Gas Free Victoria.

And this year, as well, there were some 
new campaigns making their first 
Dirt Radio appearances in front to the 
microphone: Grow FoE, Sustainable 
Cities, Act on Climate.

In addition, Dirt Radio ran an occasional 
series on the nature of campaign 
work and community organizing 
with special guests offering in-depth 
insights into environmental campaign 
activity, connecting to community, and 
mental health and well-being tips of 
environment campaign volunteers.

Dirt Radio also offered space for 
listeners to hear about other related 
and relevant campaign work, 
research and social and cultural 
analysis. Campaign cybersecurity, 
communicating climate change, the 
impact of extreme weather events, 
Yarra River protection, activism and 
the Trump effect, anti-wind farm 
ideologies, the eco-socialism movement 
were a few of the broad social and 
political issues covered.

Contact Dirt Radio at:  
dirtradio_crew@foe.org.au

FoE’s food co-operative and café has 
a focus on locally produced, minimally 
packaged and ethically traded products. 
We carried out a major renovation in 
2017, including fixing up the thoroughfare 
and the back area that involved sanding 
floors, building walls, painting, etc. It has 
generally provided a welcome ‘lift’ to the 
feeling of the building.

As always, the co-op and café were 
a thriving community hub, hosting 
dozens of public events, offering 
cooking classes and providing training 
through volunteer programs. We 
held ‘waste free November’ which 
is designed to encourage shoppers 
and the broader community with 
information about ow to reduce  
waste and packaging.

http://www.3cr.org.au/dirtradio
mailto:dirtradio_crew@foe.org.au


ThE ORgAnISATIOn

Organisational changes  
and milestones
We received an Environment Victoria 
2016 Community Environment 
Recognition Award for our campaign 
against unconventional gas in Victoria.

Our close ally and affiliate member 
Goongerah Environment Centre 
(GECO) was recognised with the 2016 
community environment award from 
the Bob Brown Foundation.

We created a new position in 
membership and fund raising, which 
was taken up by Jemila Rushton.

Finances and fund raising over view
The upstairs campaign office has 
worked hard to continue building our 
income. Our core team is composed of 
a campaigns coordinator, membership 
and development coordinator, 
fundraising coordinator, finance 
coordinator and operations coordinator. 
These positions are funded by 
membership, donations, fund raising 
and direct debit income. Our efforts  
are paying off, with good responses  
to our appeals and an improvement  
in our overall financial situation. 

We have built our overall supporter 
base significantly over the past year. 
The Green Pledge program has been 
developed into a different focus with 
a similar peer to peer fundraising 
approach, called Walk this Way.

Campaigns are responsible for their 
own fund raising, with support from 
the operations collective.

The downstairs co-op provides 
considerable financial support to the 
campaigns, not least through paying 
the bulk of the rent on the building, 
therefore greatly reducing overheads 
for the campaign collectives.

There are currently four permanent 
part time staff employed in the  
co-operative, and thirteen part time 
staff in the upstairs campaign office.

A copy of our audited financial report 
is available upon request. tara.
stevenson@foe.org.au

Grow FoE Collective launches to spread the  
word about our work in the community!
2017 saw the emergence of the new 
‘Grow FoE’ collective. Bringing together 
members of our existing campaign 
collectives and new volunteers, Grow 
FoE have been working to amplify 
the work of our campaigns; building 
Friends of the Earth Melbourne’s public 
presence, boosting engagement with 
our existing members and working 
with FoE’s new Fundraising Coordinator 
Jemila Rushton to grow our Active 
Friend membership base.

Grow FoE has welcomed many new 
volunteers into Friends of the Earth 
Melbourne, with students joining 
us from a number of local and 
international universities in the fields of 
community development, international 
relations, digital media and social 
sciences, who have contributed 

immensely to the diversity and  
skill-set of the network.   

Together the collective has kept 
busy with outreach at summer stalls 
supporting the launch of the Act 
On Climate campaign, and holding 
events to celebrate key campaign 
achievements like the Victorian Gas 
Ban. Grow FoE has developed a strong 
presence for FoE Melbourne across a 
range of social media platforms and 
sharing inspiring volunteer stories 
on the the new @foemelbourne 
Instagram. Volunteers have also created 
a wealth of online video content 
to capture and share some of the 
successes and of FoE campaigns.

To help FoE Melbourne grow with a 
regular monthly donation, contact 
jemila.rushton@foe.org.au

mailto:tara.stevenson@foe.org.au
mailto:tara.stevenson@foe.org.au
mailto:jemila.rushton@foe.org.au


Governance
FoE’s Committee of Management 
(called the Policy and Accountability 
Collective, or PAC), has responsibility 
for oversight of finances, strategic 
development, and governance and risk 
assessment for the organisation. 

The members of the PAC in 2016/17:

Beth Cameron

Campbell Walker

David Robertson

Jemila Rushton

Morgana Russell

Peter Callender

Rob Lucas 

Rodney Vlais

Samantha Castro

On a day to day level all campaign 
collectives manage their own affairs. 
Once a month all campaigns attend 
the strategy meeting, which is where 
whole of organisation decisions are 
taken. The Committee of Management 
(PAC) acts in an oversight role to 
strategy. The Fund Committee is 
responsible for decisions regarding 
allocations of donations received. 

All members are encouraged to take an 
active role in the organisation and are 
eligible to stand for the PAC and Fund 
Committee, which is appointed each 
year at the AGM.

There are regular campaigners’ 
meetings and working groups are 
established as needed to deal with 
specific issues.

Thanks!
To the following people, foundations, 
businesses and organisations who 
supported our work over the last year:

Our graphic designer Tess Sellar

Supporters

Avant Card

Spacemonkeys for ‘send a climate 
denier into space’ campaign

With thanks to our donors  
and supporters

All our members and monthly donors 

Deepen Community Inc

Diversicon Environmental Foundation

Euphonic Investments

GirlPhoenix Pty Ltd

Infigen Energy

Madden Sainsbury Foundation

McKinnon Family Foundation

Minax Uriel Pty Ltd

Ross Knowles Foundation

Senvion Australia Pty Ltd

Studio Thick

The Angel Fund

Vestas Australia

WestWind Energy Pty Ltd

We received generous support  
from the Estates of: 

Glenda Lindsay

Marcus Graham Prosser

Kevin G Rowley

We received a donation in memory  
of Sonia and Roman Rosenbaum.  
We thank Sonia and Simon’s family.



STAFF 
Food co-operative co-ordinator: 
Beth Cameron, Karri Cameron

Volunteer conveners  
& key volunteers:
Economic Justice campaign - Kat Moore

Indigenous solidarity - Latin America: 
Marisol Salinas

Quit Coal campaign –  
all the wonderful activists of QC

Dirt Radio (3CR) – John Langer

Food Co-op & cafe -  
all the hard working volunteers 

Friends of the Earth  
Melbourne Inc
Address: 312 Smith Street, 
 Collingwood 

Postal: Box 222, Fitzroy, 3065

Phone: 03 9419 8700 

Toll Free   1300 852 081 
(outside Melbourne):

Email: foe@melbourne.foe.org.au

Website: www.melbourne.foe.org.au

ABN No: 68 918 945 471

This report covers the financial year 2016/17

Campaigns office:
Development: Phil Evans

Fundraising: Jemila Rushton

Finances: Tara Stevenson

Operations: Samantha Castro

Campaigns:Cam Walker

Plantations/ pesticides: Anthony Amis

Forests: Ed Hill and Sarah Day

Sustainable cities: Rachel Lynskey

River Country campaign 
co-ordinator: Morgana Russell

Yes 2 Renewables. Co-ordinator:  
Leigh Ewbank and Pat Simons

Act on Climate: Leigh Ewbank

Community campaigners,  
coal and gas: Chloe Aldenhoven,  
Ursula Alquier, Alison Merchant



Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2017

2017 $ 2016 $
Assets

Current assets
Cash on hand and at bank 393,439.82 240,468.38
Short-term bank deposits 372,787.32 368.257.49
Receivables 3,814.96 3,329.04
Inventories on hand 47,958.71 37,887.25
Sundry debtors 137,329.74 75,402.31
Total current assets 955,330.55 725,344.47
Non-current assets
Plant and equipment 3,698.17 3,836.35
Total non-current assets 3,698.17 3,836.35
Total assets 959,028.72 729,180.82
Liabilities

Current liabilities
Trade accounts payables 47,131.93 60,498.08
General accounts payable 82,924.88 39,760.19
Grants/income received in 
advance

55,459.41 0.00 

Employee accrued expenses 31,945.76 27,945.07
Employee provisions 81,510.80 68,690.12
Total current liabilities 298,972.78 196,893.46
Non-current liabilities
Other accounts payable 0.00 0.00 
Employee provisions 88,180.84 76,464.97
Total non-current liabilities 88,180.84 76,464.97
Total liabilities 387,153.62 273,358.43
Net assets 571,875.10 455,822.39
Retained surplus & reserve

Opening retained surplus 156,255.02 317,927.74
Surplus/(deficit) for the year 116,052.71 (103,148.78)
Transfer from/(to) building reserve 8,290.85 (58,523.96)
Closing retained surplus 280,598.58 156,255.02
Opening balance building reserve 299,567.37 241,043.41
Transfer from/(to) retained surplus (8,290.85) 58,523.96
Closing balance building reserve 291,276.52 299,567.37
Total surplus & reserve 571,875.10 455,822.390

FInAnCIAl REpORT 2017

Statement by members of the PAC 
Management Committee
In the opinion of the members of the 
committee the financial report:

•  Represents a true and fair view of the 
financial position of Friends of the 
Earth (Melbourne) Inc as at 30 June 
2016 and its performance for the year 
ended on that date in accordance with 
the Australian Accounting Standards, 
mandatory professional reporting 
requirements and other authoritive 
pronouncements of the Australian 
Accounting Standards Board.

•  At the date of this statement, there 
are reasonable grounds to believe that 
Friends of the Earth (Melbourne) Inc 
will be able to pay its debts as and 
when they fall due. 

This statement is made in accordance 
with a resolution of the

Committee and is signed for and on 
behalf of the Committee by:

Samantha Castro, Collingwood, Victoria



Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive  
Income for the Year ended 30 June 2017

2017 $ 2016 $

Revenue

Food Co-op Sales 813,051.70 746,626.30
Merchandise Sales 4,971.16 6,302.20
Membership Subscription 15,881.80 15,440.10
Donations 347,629.30 353,375.06
Fundraising 26,315.95 16,912.54
Grant  Income 111,272.96 92,100.00
Administration Income 105,689.43 68,838.93 
Bank Interest 13,146.55 13,674.42
Miscellaneous Income 50,999.69 33,670.17
Consultancy 0.00 0.00 
Proceeds on sales of Fixed Assets 0.00 0.00 
Legacies & Bequest 140,562.78 0.00

1,629,521.32 1,346,939.72

Expenditure
Cost of Goods Sold - Food Co-op 402,726.68 403,229.50
Cost of Goods Sold - Merchandise 2,604.28 3,627.80
Wages and Assoc. Cost 810,153.58 740,482.04
Administration Expenses 90,030.15 70,067.10
Rent and Outgoings 85,363.06 88,999.42
Fundraising Expenses 3,389.57 11,162.28
Campaigning Cost (inc Travel) 48,130.74 39,987.08
Bank Charges & Fees 10,345.44 9,454.02
Donations 2,310.11 9,774.50
Depreciation & Amortisation 138.18 2,113.93
Insurance 2,264.21 2,922.69
Gas, Electricity & Water 16,589.90 17,163.33
Audit Fees - Audit or Reviewing the Financial Report 4,430.00 4,350.00
Miscellaneous Expenses 28,558.71 43,920.79
Consultants 6,434.00 2,834.00
Legal & Government Fees 0.00 0.00 
Advertising 0.00 0.00 

1,513,468.61 1,450,088.48
Surplus/(deficit) for the year 116,052.71 103,148.76
Other comprehensive income $0.00 $0.00
Items that may be reclassified  
subsequently to Profit or Loss

0.00 0.00

Items that will not be reclassified  
subsequently to Profit or Loss

0.00 0.00

Total comprehensive income for the year 0.00 0.00 
Total comprehensive income attributable  
to the members

116,052.71 103,148.76


