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Friends of the Earth Melbourne
recognises First Nations sovereignty
and recognise that the land on which
we work and meet was stolen. Friends
of the Earth Melbourne is housed
in Yálla-birrang on the Wurundjeri
people’s land in the Kulin Nation,
but our work takes us to other parts
of the Kulin, the Yorta Yorta nations
and all around what is now known as
Victoria. Friends of the Earth wish to
acknowledge Elders: past, present and
emerging, and acknowledge the pivotal
role that Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people continue to play within
the community and the struggle for
environmental and social justice.
Friends of the Earth Melbourne is
an independent, community-based
organisation working towards an
ecologically sustainable and socially
just future. Friends of the Earth is
membership-based, open to all people
who share our vision. We are the
local member of Friends of the Earth
Australia, which is in turn the national
member of Friends of the Earth
International, the largest grassroots
environmental network on the planet.
Friends of the Earth have been active
in Melbourne since the early 1970s.
In 2017/18 Friends of the Earth
continued to campaign for the interests
of people and the planet on a range
of issues including climate and energy
justice, land and water, food and
technology, economics for the earth and
in support of indigenous land and rights.

Our Organisational Approach

There are millions of Australians who
are working towards a better future
in their homes, their workplaces, their
families and through political action.
We believe that it will be collective
action happening on multiple levels,
from the individual to the global, that
will create the conditions that will allow
our society and economies to shift to
a sustainable footing. This will require
deep and sustained collaboration
amongst civil society organisations,
business’ and all levels of government.

Friends of the Earth Melbourne has
a strong ‘movement’ focus in its
work, seeking to support strategic
and effective community action for
a sustainable and just future. This is
reflected in our style of campaigning,
which often occurs within alliances.
We are willing to apply significant
resources into ‘un badged’ campaigning.
This means that we have helped build
community power rather than just our
own organisational power, and our
public profile is lower than could be

expected. The benefit of this approach is
that it helps empower and create space
for our local partners to step forward
and fully own local campaigns. This
approach has shown it can, and has,
delivered powerful results, such as the
permanent ban on fracking in Victoria.
We operate through a range of tactics,
including involvement in government
planning processes, research and policy
development, community education
and outreach, alliance building, advocacy
and education, and peaceful protest.

2017/18 in Review

Friends of the Earth were
awarded the Premier’s
Sustainability award by
Environment Minister
Lily D’Ambrosio

Campaign Coordinator’s report by Cam Walker
The last year has been a huge one for
the organisation. Having achieved
some great outcomes in recent
years, including winning support for
a permanent ban on the process of
fracking, a sustained moratorium on
all onshore gas drilling, and a state
renewable energy target (the VRET),
in 2017/18 we focused our attention
on building bipartisan support for
meaningful climate and environment
protection policies.
Friends of the Earth’s campaign work
is broader than ever, with a number
of new projects and campaigns being
established over the past year:
• Our Sustainable Cities collective
released a community transport plan
for Melbourne, called Get on Board, in
the lead up to the state election, and
has drawn together an ever growing
alliance of pro-public transport and
anti-road advocacy groups under the
banner of the #GetOnBoard campaign.

• Our Forest collective has gone
from strength to strength, working
closely with Friends of the Earth
Australia member groups Goongerah
Environment Centre (GECO) and Wildlife
of the Central Highlands (WOTCH) in the
lead up to the state election.

The campaign to win the moratorium
on gas drilling and the fracking ban was
based on our work in rural and regional
Victoria. In 2017/18 we maintained our
regional campaigning on renewables
while greatly ramping up our efforts
in Melbourne.

• Our River Country campaign
also re-launched, with a focus on
campaigning to protect ecosystems
along the Murray River in
northern Victoria.

We also saw some good wins during
the year: we were delighted to see
the creation of the Brataualung
Forest Reserve as a result of more
than 20 years of work to protect
the Strzelecki region in Gippsland,
including critical koala habitat, from
logging and monoculturing of forests.
We acknowledge the efforts of FoE
campaigner Anthony Amis and Suzie
Zent from Friends of Gippsland Bush,
both of whom played a critical role in
this decades long campaign.

We have spent much of the
year campaigning to win strong
environmental outcomes in the build-up
to the November 2018 state election. We
started early - in August 2017 - combining
‘inside track’ lobby efforts with major
outreach in metropolitan and regional
areas. We developed a comprehensive
policy agenda, and launched our election
campaign work under the banner of ‘6
Months to Make a Difference’ in May
2018. This saw close collaboration and
integration of messaging between all our
state issue-based campaign collectives.

We have also had to defend some
of our previous wins. This includes
defending the onshore gas drilling
moratorium, defending and seeking to
extend the Victorian Renewable Energy

Target (VRET) and the permanent ban
on fracking in Victoria. The ban was
challenged by the drilling company
Lakes Oil, which is heavily backed by
mining magnate Gina Rinehart.
As always, we worked, as best as we can,
to support local community campaigns.
2017/18 saw great need on this front,
with Friends of the Earth supporting
campaigns against massive tree
destruction along the Western Highway,
the plan to extend the Stockman
mine in the Tambo River catchment
in the Victorian Alps and plans for a
destructive mineral sands mine in
eastern Gippsland, among others.
Friends of the Earth Melbourne
were awarded the 2017 Premier’s
Sustainability Award for conducting
a successful campaign to build
community resistance to the potential
threat of fracking. This was a great bit of
recognition of our efforts in supporting
this inspiring grassroots campaign.

Climate and Energy Justice
Friends of the Earth Melbourne have 4 campaign
collectives working in this space: Act On Climate,
Quit Coal, Yes 2 Renewables and Sustainable Cities.

Act On Climate
Kicking off in January 2017, the Act on
Climate collective continued to make
the case for governments to invest in
climate solutions and hold blockers
to account for their head-in-the-sand
approach to the critical challenge. In
July 2017, Act on Climate organised
a community forum on climate and
energy issues in Maryborough. Minister
for Climate Change Lily D’Ambrosio
appeared as a special guest presenter
and announced a $4.3 million
Victorian Climate Change Innovation
Partnerships grant scheme to help
communities, small businesses, and
local governments take action.

On 1 November, the day the
strengthened Victorian Climate
Change Act took effect, Act on
Climate organised a rally on the steps
of the Parliament House to mark the
milestone and build the case for greater
leadership from Victoria. We took
the argument for a climate budget to
the Parliament with a policy forum
featuring Anna Skarbek (ClimateWorks),
Simon Holmes à Court (University of
Melbourne), and Lauren Rickards (RMIT
University). The event was attended
by the Minister for Climate Change,
several members of parliament, and
department officials.

Act on Climate encouraged community
members to attend workshops and
made the case for community groups
and others to put their hat in the ring
for the grant scheme. These efforts help
see over 240 applications to the scheme.
The Tarnagulla Alternative Energy
Group, a community we are supporting,
was announced as a successful
grant recipient and will undertake an
investigation into local climate impacts
and develop a response plan.

Act on Climate kicked off the crucial
election year with a submissions drive
to the Victorian government’s public
engagement process. Our efforts saw
hundreds of community members
add their voice to the call for sciencebased targets.
In March, Act on Climate kicked off
on-the-ground efforts in the marginal
seat of Ripon. Dozens of community
members attended info sessions
and commenced surveying their

communities about local climate
impacts, concerns, and solutions.
Act on Climate coordinator Leigh
Ewbank attended the state budget
lock up and spearheaded Friends of the
Earth’s response. With big ticket items
on climate and environment missing,
we coordinated a community action at
the Labor party’s state conference.
While the Victorian Labor government
has a strong record on renewable
energy, and protecting Victoria from
fracking, Act on Climate was a forceful
voice holding the government to
account for poor decisions such as
opening up the southwest coast to
offshore gas exploration, extending
the licences of coal mines and power
plants, and deferring the decision to set
interim Emissions Reduction Targets.
The collective also got to work building
the expectation for Matthew Guy and
the Liberal party to deliver a climate
policy before the election.
Act on Climate’s heavy lift between July
2017 and June 2018 saw the collective
build momentum towards the election.

Lily D’Ambrosio announcing the
$4.3 million Victorian Climate
Change Innovation Partnerships
grant scheme at an event
organised by Act on Climate

Quit Coal
Off the back of the Gasfield Free campaign
and the historic win to ban unconventional
gas, the Quit Coal collective hired a new
Coordinator and launched into planning a
brand new campaign to phase out fossil
fuels in Victoria.
Meanwhile, with a growing urgency
to protect the NT from fracking, Quit
Coal responded to calls for solidarity
by fundraising and organising for four
Victorian farmers to travel to an antifracking rally in Darwin. It became a
strong gesture to share Victoria’s win
and spread hope and practical support
to other states facing the invasive
industry. The farmers visited farmland
in the NT, attended the Farmers
Federation AGM and spoke at the
rally that saw hundreds of Traditional
Owners, farmers and concerned
community members gather outside
Darwin parliament. Quit Coal also
allocated excess donations to Seed:
Indigenous Youth Climate Network for
their important work centred on land
rights and protecting country in the NT.
The new campaign, Energy Justice
Victoria, was created to push for a
needs-based energy system that allows
access to 100% clean, fair and affordable
energy for all. The campaign was
designed to ensure that while we fight
for the rapid transition away from coal
in Victoria, adjacent problems in the
energy market like corporate corruption,
high power prices and energy poverty
are prioritised and addressed.

The launch of the new campaign came in
the form of a Road Trip - with the aim of
connecting Melbournites and collective
members with regional groups who hold
an integral voice on how to rework our
energy system. The trip took people via
Friends of the Earth Australia member
group Earthworker Cooperative’s Eureka
Factory, to the Morwell Neighbourhood
house to meet community members who
are pushing for a just transition, onwards
to the Gippsland Energy Innovation Coop, and finished it off with a crowded
community meeting at the Wonthaggi
Town Hall with local groups Groundwell
and the Innovation Co-op. Along the
way the group collected recordings and
footage of the many ways we can design
an energy system that puts people’s needs
and the planets needs over the profits of
big energy companies.

100 surveys completed on the street
showed that an overwhelming number
of people were concerned about coal
energy and wanted to see an increase
in renewables. Results also highlighted
the huge effects rising prices were
having on people’s lives. The results
were compiled into a community
climate statement and later handed
to Southwick. The work in Caulfield
continues to mobilise people to take
action on climate in their local area.

Thank you to the farmers; Jill, Colin, Fergus and Deb for
your time and care, Lock the Gate NT and all the donors
for allowing this important solidarity trip to happen

Quit Coal are working with coal
affected communities, like Morwell,
to find new energy justice solutions.

The campaign went on to conduct
community surveying in a key
electorate, Caulfield, held by Shadow
Energy Minister David Southwick. Over
Quit Coal continued solidarity efforts to see a permanent ban on
fracking in the Northern Territory, including sending Victorian
Farmers to this rally in Darwin organised by Seed and Lock the Gate.

Yes2Renewables
The past year has been very significant
for the Yes2Renewables Collective,
marking a turning point in our longrunning campaign for the Victorian
Renewable Energy Target (VRET). Over
2017/2018, we continued work to
celebrate and defend wind and solar,
and secure our key victory, the VRET,
while pivoting to national energy issues
and establishing a new state-based
campaign to power Melbourne’s trains
with renewable energy.
After the Andrews government
committed to establishing the VRET
in 2016, in 2017 we focused on
maintaining positive pressure to see it
safely legislated. We ran a campaign to
bring home the Victorian Renewable
Energy Target (VRET) which focused on
celebrating and promoting the positive
message of renewable energy jobs, and
continuing to demonstrate community
support for wind and solar in the lead up
to legislation entering state parliament.
In the lead up to the legislation dozens
of community members joined in on
social media to encourage all political
parties to vote ‘Yes 2 Renewables’ by
supporting the VRET in parliament. The
Yes2Renewables Collective also invited
state MPs and upper house members
to celebrate renewable energy, both on
site visits and on the steps of Parliament.
The VRETs of 25% by 2020 and 40% by
2025 passed state Parliament on Friday
the 20th October.
The VRET is Australia’s only legislated
renewable energy target, and is
predicted to create over 10,000

jobs, attract as much as $9 billion
of investment to the state, and cut
Victoria’s electricity sector emissions by
16%. Now that it is enshrined in law, we
will continue to defend this important
community-won outcome.
Following this key victory,
Yes2Renewables pivoted to national
energy issues by engaging in the debate
around the proposed ‘National Energy

Guarantee’ or NEG. This included a social
media campaign to #DitchTheNEG,
drawing attention to the policy’s risks
to renewable energy jobs, and negative
impact on emissions reduction and
electricity prices, alongside a campaign to
#RestoreTheRET to extend and increase
the national Renewable Energy Target
to create jobs, cut emissions and reduce
electricity prices. Yes2Renewables
organised two rallies outside the Council

Workers, wind farmers and Melbourne’s Y2R Collective
celebrating the benefits of wind power on Global Wind Day
Workers and community members urge state MPs to
‘Vote Yes 2 Renewables’ and support VRET in Parliament

of Australian Government (COAG)
meetings in Hobart (November 24,
2017) and later in Melbourne (April 20,
2018) that brought together community
leaders in renewable energy, climate
change and unionists calling on COAG
to act on climate change by rejecting
the policy and showing ambition on
renewable energy jobs.

Over the 2017/2018 summer period,
Yes2Renewables continued to counter
misinformation about renewable energy,
electricity prices and reliability by running
a social media series empowering the
community with the facts.
With the VRET now protected by
legislation, attention turned to new
and creative ways to grow renewable

energy in Victoria. In May 2018,
Yes2Renewables launched a new
campaign to power Melbourne’s trains
with renewable energy. Melbourne’s
metropolitan train network is the
second largest single electricity user
in the state. Following news that the
tram network will soon be powered
by solar, running Melbourne’s trains

The Yes2Renewables Collective goes live on
Facebook from Federation Square to launch a
crowdfunder for the new campaign to power
Melbourne’s trains with renewable energy

on renewables is the next logical step.
From May to July, Yes2Renewables ran
a crowdfunding campaign, launched
an open letter to the Premier and
Opposition Leader, organised actions
and community meetings around
Melbourne, briefed community groups
and initiated research on the electricity
usage of Melbourne’s train network
and how this can be powered by
renewable energy, including drawing
on lessons internationally.
Yes2Renewables continued to celebrate
and promote the benefits of renewable
energy in 2018 in the lead up to the
state’s first renewable energy auctions.
This included celebrating wind energy

on Global Wind Day on June 15th,
2018, by running actions in Melbourne,
visiting a number of wind farms,
joining prospective wind farmers for
a celebration dinner, and encouraging
the broader community to celebrate
renewable energy. A key highlight was
seeing wind workers and electricians
in Portland proudly celebrating jobs
in renewable energy on social media
thanks to the community’s response.

The Yes 2 Renewables Collective joins Reason Party
Upper House MLC Fiona Patten to celebrate renewable
energy at the Hawkers solar-powered brewery in
Reservoir ahead of the upper house VRET vote

Throughout the year Yes2Renewables
continued to visit regional communities
across Victoria, including organising public
meetings, and meeting directly with
renewable energy workers and grassroots
environmental and climate groups.

Workers, wind farmers and Melbourne’s Y2R Collective
celebrating the benefits of wind power on Global Wind Day

Climate activists, workers and community members
unite to reject the National Energy Guarantee outside
the COAG Energy Council meeting in Melbourne, calling
for 100% Renewable Energy in every state and territory

Sustainable Cities
What a first year for our transport
campaign here at the Friends of the
Earth (FoE) family. Nothing could
have been achieved without the
ongoing generous financial and moral
support of the Public Transport Users
Association (PTUA).
The state of play for Melbourne’s
transport sees huge population
growth straining our city, and a state
government that won on the back of
scrapping a road and starting some big
sorely-needed public transport projects.
This government has set the ball
rolling with important public transport
infrastructure, while also switching
gears to kick off some of the biggest
mega road projects in our states history.
Our transport sector emissions are
also rising. They are our second biggest
contribution to climate change, and
fastest growing. We don’t have any
hard plans to tackle them.
We began the campaign focussed on
connecting with locals who are directly
impacted by the West Gate Tunnel
project, and worked with academics to
voice alternative solutions to this road.
It became clear how powerful it is to
have positive solution-based visions.
We kicked off 2018 by mobilising
the people we had connected with,
to work on a plan to transform our
transport system. We brought together
community groups from across the city
to meet with urban planners, transport
academics, workers and stakeholders.

Through workshops we brainstormed
ideas, content, messaging and how we
wanted to use this plan.
In February we launched our
community-powered transport plan
with 100 community members, on
the steps of Parliament. We greeted
politicians returning from their summer
holidays with a message

to #GetOnBoardVic with our
community-powered transport plan.
Together we can build a fairer, healthier
and more connected Melbourne. Since
then, we’ve used the plan as a tool to
kick off conversations across the city
throughout the year, growing support
for more sustainable transport in every
suburb of Melbourne.

Nuclear Free
Friends of the Earth’s Anti-nuclear,
Clean Energy (ACE) collective, now
known as the Nuclear Free collective,
have been working for over 35 years
supporting Traditional Owner voices to
resist the spread of the nuclear industry
in Australia.
The main priority for FoE Melbourne’s
Nuclear-Free Collective in the 2017/18
year was to support community
campaigns against proposals for a
national nuclear waste dump in SA.
Sites have been targeted near Hawker
in the Flinders Ranges, and Kimba at
the top of the Eyre Peninsula. Collective
members have spent long periods in
SA, and the collective has also been
fundraising to support campaign
initiatives in SA, writing submissions
to parliamentary inquiries, promoting
petition drives, encouraging politicians
to adopt responsible policies, etc.
This year’s Radioactive Exposure Tour,
or Rad Tour for short, organised by FoE
Melbourne’s Nuclear Free Collective, was
a big success. The 28 participants heard
from Arabunna Traditional Owner Uncle
Kevin Buzzacott and Adnyamathanha
Traditional Owner Vivianne McKenzie in
Adelaide, before heading to Port Augusta.
Participants camped at Woomera, where

they heard from Maralinga veteran
and whistleblower Avon Hudson. They
visited the Woomera cemetery with
Dimity Hawkins, who is studying the
disproportionate number of infant deaths
in the region in the 1950s and 60s.
BHP took the tour group on a bus tour
of the Olympic Dam uranium mine,
and that night heard from a Kokatha
Traditional Owner about his experiences
with BHP (and former mine owner WMC
Resources), and the successful campaign
to stop the Howard government
building a national nuclear dump near
Woomera from 1998-2004.
The tour then headed north up the
Borefield Road to camp at Lake Eyre and
visit the Mound Springs depleted by
BHP’s daily extraction of 37 million litres
of water from the Great Artesian Basin
for the Olympic Dam mine. After a night
at Parachilna Gorge, they spent two
nights at Wilpena Pound and met with
Traditional Owners Regina and Vivianne
McKenzie and Tony Clarke about the
current campaign to stop a national
nuclear waste dump being built near
Hawker in the Flinders Ranges. The tour
also visited the proposed dump site with
Traditional Owners and members of the
Flinders Local Action Group.

Action Team
Much of the year was focused on
visits to the Strzelecki Ranges. The
State Government announced that the
first hand-back of the new Strzelecki
Reserve would occur in 2018, so a lot
of time was spent making sure that the
Reserve would go ahead. Several koala
surveys were also undertaken.
The good news is that the
Government’s promises were kept
and the Brataualung Forest Reserve
was formally announced by the State
Environment Minister Lily D’Ambrosio
in July 2018. 2400ha was reserved,
with another 5600ha to be added to
the Reserve over the next decade. The
new Reserve doubles the amount of
Reserved land in the Strzeleckis and
was the result of 20 years of work by
groups including Friends of the Earth
and Friends of Gippsland Bush.

Land and Water
Friends of the Earth have 4 campaign collectives working
on land and water issues in Victoria. They are Victorian
Forests, River Country, Strzelecki Koala Action Team and
Pesticide Free Waterways.
Friends of the Earth offered and continue to offer in-kind
and material support for the Djab Wurrung Heritage
Protection campaign to save trees slated to be removed
and destroyed by VicRoads’ Western Highway expansion.

Time was also spent on concerns
regarding pesticide spraying on
plantations in the Macedon region,
highlighting ongoing degradation of
the Gippsland Lakes which continues its
evolution into a marine ecosystem, and
support work in South Western Victoria
regarding koalas displaced through
plantation logging.

Economics for

Victorian Forests
The FoE forests campaign has grown
rapidly in its first 12 months. The
forest collective started meeting and
campaigning in June 2017 and is now
a network of over 100 people working
together to organise and grow support
for the protection of native forests
from logging. The collective has acted
as a powerful networking tool. Many of
its members and volunteers are from
existing regional conservation groups
campaigning to protect forests in their
local areas. The collective has mobilised
people from across regional Victoria to
work with activists in the city to raise
awareness about logging and grow
support in key marginal electorates for
the protection of forests.

In September of 2017 the Forest
Collective released the Lawless logging
report. Lawless logging documented 27
cases of unlawful logging in rainforest
and threatened species habitat across
Victoria during the term of the Andrews
Labor government. The report’s release
coincided with National Threatened
Species Day. It was launched with
a online digital campaign targeting
Environment Minister Lily D’Ambrosio,
presentation of hard copies of the
report to key MPs at electoral offices,
thousands of leaflets distributed across
key seats detailing the report’s release,
a rally on the steps of parliament, and a
media story in The Age.

The Forest Collective worked with Friends
of the Earth Australia member group
Goongerah Environment Centre (GECO) to
provide Forest Stewardship (FSC) council
auditors detailed information during their
audit of VicForests’ operations. VicForests
had applied for the FSC controlled
wood certificate that requires strict
environmental standards are adhered to.
The collective worked to provide detailed
examples of VicForests non-conformance
to the FSC standards and helped to
arrange a trip with the audit team to show
specific examples. The audit found several
major non-conformances and VicForests
failed to achieve the certificate. Several of
the examples that were provided to the
auditors were detailed in the final
audit report.
The Forest Collective campaigned on the
issue of native forest protection in the
Northcote by-election in October 2017.
Volunteers distributed tens of thousands
of leaflets to every household in the
electorate, effectively raising awareness
of the issue and pressurring all parties
to adopt strong positions of protecting
forests from logging.
Over 300 community surveys were
conducted by volunteers in the electorate
of Werribee, held by Victorian Treasurer
Tim Pallas. The surveys collected data
on voters’ support for the protection of
native forests from logging, and showed
overwhelming support for proposals to
protect forests. The data was presented
to Treasurer Pallas’ electorate office.

In May 2018 the Forest Collective
hosted a meeting and workshop to
bring together regional groups from
across Victoria who are campaigning
to protect forests in their local area.
The meeting facilitated powerful
exchanges of skills, knowledge, strategy
and tactics, and has resulted in greater
coordination between groups working
together towards a common goal of
protecting Victoria’s forests.

River Country

In October 2017 Friends of the Earth
published the Pesticide Detections
Victorian Water Supplies 2007-16
report. The report was based on a series
of Freedom of Information requests
to the state’s water authorities. The
report found that one serious pollution
incident was recorded during the
decade, with another 600 pesticide
detections recorded across the state.
The most commonly detected pesticide
was 2,4-D, followed by Atrazine, Triclopyr
and MCPA. 46 different pesticides
were detected by water authorities.
Central Highlands Water recorded the
most pollution incidents and the small
community of Girgarre was exposed
to 2,4-D for 3 months in 2010. In 2018
some work was also done highlighting
problems with the larvaecide
Pyriproxyfen which is now allowed
to be used in water containers.

This financial year was a period of
rebuilding and growth. River Country
Collective have developed an in depth
understanding of the complexity
of issues facing the Murray Darling,
from plans for forest infrastructure
to pipelines and drying wetlands. We
celebrated past campaigns with stories
from the Barmah-Millewa campaign,
and built connections with people
along the river.
This year the groundwork has been laid
for 2018/2019 to become a period of
action and community organising.

Pesticide Free Waterways

In March Friends of the Earth hosted
Professor Alfred Poulus to talk at
Friends of the Earth on pesticides.

Strzelecki Koala

Tullaroop Reservoir in Central Victoria has recorded low
levels of 8 different pesticides. It became evident during
the study that low level pesticide contamination of
Victorian water supplies is the norm.

Earth
Friends of the Earth have long seen the
connection between economic justice
and environmental issues. The Economic
Justice Collective continue to work in
this complex intersectional area.
This year Friends of the Earth International
and Friends of the Earth Netherlands
announced a court case against Shell. The
Economic Justice collective supported this
announcement with solidarity actions,
petitions and communication work. This
ground-breaking case, if successful, would
significantly limit Shell’s investments in
oil and gas globally, by requiring them
to comply with global climate targets.
Friends of the Earth Netherlands’ case
is part of a growing global movement
to hold companies to account for their
contribution to dangerous climate change.

Investor-State Dispute Settlement
(ISDS) is a dispute resolution method
included in hundreds of trade and
investment agreements designed
to give exclusive legal protection to
foreign companies investing abroad,
giving them the right to sue host
governments in a private tribunal
over any perceived breach of the rules
around the treatment of investors.
This secret corporate court system is
a threat to Australia’s democracy and
environment, and should be banned.
In May 2018, the Economic Justice
Collective wrote a briefing paper, The
case for banning Investor State Dispute
Settlement in Australia, that was
distributed to Federal MPs.

The Food Co-operative
The Friends of the Earth Melbourne
Food Coop is a shining example of the
long lasting capability of a cooperatively
owned business in Melbourne, as well as
serving the community as a beacon for
sustainability and low waste consumption.
Since opening in 1975, one of the
key endeavours of the Friends of
the Earth Melbourne Food Coop has
been to create a more waste-wise
world, and in the last financial year,
focused on increasing the range of
waste-free products and earth-friendly
alternatives, whilst also initiating and
supporting campaigns against waste.
The Food Coop has been working
hard to limit the amount of nonbiodegradable waste in the cafe and
bulk food store, not only minimizing
our own waste, but also urging
customers to create new habits that
drastically reduce the amount of waste
produced by their own lifestyles. As
people are becoming activists in their
own homes, staff and volunteers at
the Coop have been inspired by the
massive proportion of waste produced
in people’s kitchens and bathrooms to
find alternatives to help the move away
from single use plastics.

Building on the legacy of bulk, packagefree tofu and the more recent decision
to remove take-away coffee cups from
the cafe, the Coop now sells packagefree tempeh and a large range of
zero-waste beauty products. These
include alternatives to conventional
toothpaste and deodorant, recycled
and biodegradable sponges, etc.
None of the Food Coop work would
be possible without the incredible
volunteers who staff it. This year
involved participating in outreach
programs for student volunteers,
developing relationships with various
local schools. The Food Coop also
participated in the Stringybark Festival
with a stall educating the community
about waste-wise practices.
All of the Food Coop growth over the
last year has been linked to our recept of
the Albert Tucker grant, which continues
to bolster improvements of its physical
architecture, its online presence, and its
leading potential in the field of wastewise shopping. Since receiving the grant,
development of an online information
hub has begun, which will offer the
public resources to increase awareness
about waste and allow people to make
more mindful lifestyle choices.

Dirt Radio
Dirt Radio airs weekly, Tuesdays at
9:30am, on 3CR Community Radio. It is
hosted by Emma Wasson, John Langer
and Phil Evans. The show features
Friends of the Earth campaigners and
activists digging down into the dirt on
important environmental and social
justice issues.
The show featured topics ranging
from community organising to climate
justice issues, from government
attacks on the environment
movement to religion, spirituality
and the environment. The show’s
hosts also spoke to activists working
in the refugee space and held a May
Day special speaking to Earthworker
Cooperative’s Dave Kerin about the
importance of the union movement.
Dirt Radio also began an ambitious 6
Months to Make a Difference series of
shows in May which features Friends
of the Earth collective volunteers and
campaigners talking about the lead up
to the 2018 Victorian State Election.

Staff

Governance
Friends of the Earth Melbourne’s
Committee of Management (called the
Policy and Accountability Collective, or
PAC), has responsibility for oversight of
finances, strategic development, and
governance and risk assessment for
the organisation.
The members of the PAC in 2017/18:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Beth Cameron
Campbell Walker
David Robertson
Jemila Rushton
Peter Callender
Rob Lucas
Rodney Vlais
Samantha Castro
Kat Moore
Lee Tan

On a day to day level all campaign
collectives manage their own affairs.
Once a month all campaigns attend the
strategy meeting, which is where wholeof-organisation decisions are taken.
The Committee of Management (PAC)
acts in an oversight role to strategy.
The Gift Fund Committee is responsible
for decisions regarding allocations of
donations received.
All members are encouraged to take an
active role in the organisation and are
eligible to stand for the PAC and Gift
Fund Committee, which are appointed
each year at the AGM.
There are weekly campaigners’
meetings, and working groups are
established as needed to deal with
specific issues.

In kind and generous support:

• Pesticide Free Waterways and
Strzelecki Koala Action Team:
Anthony Amis

• Our graphic designer Tess Sellar

• All the wonderful Food Coop and
other collective volunteers!

• Campaign Coordinator: Cam Walker
• Finance Coordinators:
Tara Stevenson & Jemila Rushton
• Fundraising Coordinator:
Jemila Rushton
• Development Coordinator: Phil Evans
• Act On Climate Coordinator:
Leigh Ewbank
• Yes 2 Renewables Coordinator:
Patrick Simons
• River Country Coordinator:
Megan Williams
• Victorian Forests Coordinators:
Maggie Riddington, Sarah Day & Ed Hill
• Anti-nuclear, Clean Energy
Coordinator: AC Hunter

Volunteers

• Dirt Radio: John Langer &
Emma Wasson

• Operations Coordinator:
Samantha Castro

• Quit Coal Coordinator: Zianna Fuad

Thank You

• Operations Collective:
Emma Harvey, Kate Cindric,
Christy Mannion & Naomi Kelsey.

• Food Co-operative Coordinators:
Beth Cameron, Genevieve Fry,
Pauline Renkin & Karri Cameron

• Artist: Sarah McConnell
• Artist: Sam Wallman
• Artist: Catherine Hearse
• Carpenter Anj Hansen
of Hammertime

• Sustainable Cities Coordinator:
Rachel Lynskey

With thanks to our
donors and supporters:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All our members and monthly donors
Minax Uriel Pty Ltd
The Angel Fund
WestWind Energy Pty Ltd
Tucker Foundation
Australian Communities Foundation
Lord Mayors Charitable Foundation
Public Transport Users Association
Darebin City Council
Sustainable Victoria
Climate Action Network
NSW Nordic Ski Club
Love Tea

We received generous
support from the Estate of:
• Mark Prosser towards the work of the
ACE Nuclear Free Collective

Financial Report 2018
Statement by members
of the PAC Management
Committee
In the opinion of the members of the
committee the financial report:
• Represents a true and fair view of the
financial position of Friends of the
Earth (Melbourne) Inc as at 30 June
2018 and its performance for the year
ended on that date in accordance with
the Australian Accounting Standards,
mandatory professional reporting
requirements and other authoritive
pronouncements of the Australian
Accounting Standards Board.
• At the date of this statement, there
are reasonable grounds to believe that
Friends of the Earth (Melbourne) Inc
will be able to pay its debts as and
when they fall due.
This statement is made in accordance
with a resolution of the
Committee and is signed for and
on behalf of the Committee by:

Samantha Castro, Collingwood, Victoria

Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2018
Assets
Current assets
Cash on hand and at bank
Short-term bank deposits
Receivables
Inventories on hand
Sundry debtors
Total current assets
Non-current assets
Plant and equipment
Total non-current assets
Total assets
Liabilities
Current liabilities
Trade accounts payables
General accounts payable
Grants/income received in advance
Employee accrued expenses
Employee provisions
Total current liabilities
Non-current liabilities
Other accounts payable
Employee provisions
Total non-current liabilities
Total liabilities
Net assets
Retained surplus & reserve
Opening retained surplus
Surplus/(deficit) for the year
Transfer from/(to) building reserve
Closing retained surplus
Opening balance building reserve
Transfer from/(to) retained surplus
Closing balance building reserve
Total surplus & reserve

2018 $

2017 $

378,042.45
376,696.18
16,374.56
45,364.51
212,992.54
1,029,470.24

393,439.82
372,787.32
3,814.96
47,958.71
137,329.74
955,330.55

5,797.98
5,797.98
1,035,268.22

3,698.17
3,698.17
959,028.72

46,489.20
87,790.16
45,823.61
44,222.28
112,555.37
336,880.62

47,131.93
82,924.88
55,459.41
31,945.76
81,510.80
298,972.78

0.00
100,934.21
100,934.21
437,814.83
597,453.39

0.00
88,180.84
88,180.84
387,153.62
571,875.10

280,598.58
25,578.29
27,135.71
333,312.58
291,276.52
(27,135.71)
264,140.81
597,453.39

156,255.02
116,052.71
8,290.85
280,598.58
299,567.37
(8,290.85)
291,276.52
571,875.10

Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive
Income for the Year ended 30 June 2018
2018 $

2017 $

837.899.44
3,480.38
15,040.87
341,730.21
52,367.32
225,756.55
13,330.04
227,471.64
0.00
0.00
49,769.53
1,766,845.98

813,051.70
4,971.16
15,881.80
347,629.30
26,315.95
111,272.96
13,146.55
50,999.69
0.00
0.00
140,562.78
1,629,521.32

Revenue
Food Co-op Sales
Merchandise Sales
Membership Subscription
Donations
Fundraising
Grant Income
Bank Interest
Miscellaneous Income
Consultancy
Proceeds on sales of Fixed Assets
Legacies & Bequest

Expenditure
Cost of Goods Sold - Food Co-op
Cost of Goods Sold - Merchandise
Wages and Assoc. Cost
Administration Expenses
Rent and Outgoings
Fundraising Expenses
Campaigning Cost (inc Travel)
Bank Charges & Fees
Donations
Depreciation & Amortisation
Insurance
Gas, Electricity & Water
Audit Fees - Audit or Reviewing the Financial Report
Miscellaneous Expenses
Consultants
Legal & Government Fees
Advertising
Surplus/(deficit) for the year
Other comprehensive income
Items that may be reclassified
subsequently to Profit or Loss
Items that will not be reclassified
subsequently to Profit or Loss
Total comprehensive income for the year
Total comprehensive income attributable
to the members

441,713.76
1,793.97
1,012,162.60
55,903.48
90,947.25
2,529.93
56,182.06
12,048.08
21,107.64
2,512.07
2,816.63
20,811.38
4,720.00
5,296.04
10,722.80
0.00
0.00
1,741,267.69
25,578.29
$0.00
0.00

402,726.68
2,604.28
810,153.58
90,030.15
85,363.06
3,389.57
48,130.74
10,345.44
2,310.11
138.18
2,264.21
16,589.90
4,430.00
28,558.71
6,434.00
0.00
0.00
1,513,468.61
116,052.71
$0.00
0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00
25,578.29

0.00
116,052.71

Friends of the
Earth Melbourne Inc
Address: 312 Smith Street, Collingwood
Postal: Box 222, Fitzroy, 3065
Phone: 03 9419 8700
Toll Free: 	1300 852 081
(outside Melbourne):
Website: melbournefoe.org.au
ABN:

68 918 945 471

This report covers the
financial year 2017/18

