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Friends of the Earth Melbourne 
recognises First Nations sovereignty 
and recognise that the land on which 
we work and meet was stolen. Friends 
of the Earth Melbourne is housed 
in Yálla-birrang on the Wurundjeri 
people’s land in the Kulin Nation, 
but our work takes us to other parts 
of the Kulin, the Yorta Yorta nations 
and all around what is now known as 
Victoria. Friends of the Earth wish to 
acknowledge Elders: past, present and 
emerging, and acknowledge the pivotal 
role that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people continue to play within 
the community and the struggle for 
environmental and social justice.

Friends of the Earth Melbourne is 
an independent, community-based 
organisation working towards an 
ecologically sustainable and socially 
just future. Friends of the Earth is 
membership-based, open to all people 
who share our vision. We are the 
local member of Friends of the Earth 
Australia, which is in turn the national 
member of Friends of the Earth 
International, the largest grassroots 
environmental network on the planet. 
Friends of the Earth have been active in 
Melbourne since the early 1970s. 

In 2018/19 Friends of the Earth 
continued to campaign for the interests 
of people and the planet on a range 
of issues including climate and energy 
justice, land and water, food and 
technology, economics for the earth and 
in support of indigenous land and rights. 



OuR ORgAnISATIOnAl AppROACh

We are willing to apply significant 
resources into ‘un badged’ campaigning. 
This means that we have helped build 
community power rather than just our 
own organisational power, and our 
public profile is lower than could be 
expected. The benefit of this approach is 
that it helps empower and create space 
for our local partners to step forward 
and fully own local campaigns. This 
approach has shown it can, and has, 
delivered powerful results, such as the 
permanent ban on fracking in Victoria. 

We operate through a range of tactics, 
including involvement in government 
planning processes, research and policy 
development, community education 
and outreach, alliance building, advocacy 
and education, and peaceful protest. 

There are millions of Australians who 
are working towards a better future 
in their homes, their workplaces, their 
families and through political action. 
We believe that it will be collective 
action happening on multiple levels, 
from the individual to the global, that 
will create the conditions that will allow 
our society and economies to shift to 
a sustainable footing. This will require 
deep and sustained collaboration 
amongst civil society organisations, 
businesses and all levels of government. 

Friends of the Earth Melbourne has 
a strong ‘movement’ focus in its 
work, seeking to support strategic 
and effective community action for 
a sustainable and just future. This is 
reflected in our style of campaigning, 
which often occurs within alliances. 



2018/19 In REVIEw
Campaign Coordinator’s report by Cam Walker 

2018 working to the best of our ability 
to influence the public and political 
debate in the leadup to the November 
state election. Our work around the 
state election was our largest ever 
mobilisation, with more than 350 
people volunteering their time, more 
than 202,000 households leafleted, and 
many thousands of conversations, both 
by phone and in person. Our call for 
all parties to support forest protection 
in the Central Highlands and East 
Gippsland was arguably the highest 
profile environmental campaign across 
the state in the leadup to November.

Our Sustainable Cities campaign 
developed a ‘people’s plan’ for 
transport policy and helped rebuild a 
grassroots movement in Melbourne 
for sustainable transport. We are 
still campaigning hard to see the 
government commit to building the 
Metro 2 rail tunnel.

This was the year that our long running 
and much loved Quit Coal campaign 

morphed into Energy Justice Victoria, 
with big plans to deepen our work in 
the Latrobe Valley and communities 
affected by the impacts of the fossil 
fuel industry.

Yes 2 Renewables saw its VRET 
campaign become law, with renewable 
energy targets of 25% by 2020 and 40% 
by 2025. It launched new efforts to see 
the Melbourne train network powered 
by renewables, and support the Delburn 
wind project planned for the south of 
the Latrobe Valley and the Star of the 
South offshore wind project proposed 
for the coast of South Gippsland.

Act on Climate has been leading 
the campaign to see the Andrews 
government deliver science-based 
Emission Reduction Targets and to 
mobilise communities on the frontlines 
of climate change, like those in coastal 
areas that are already losing beach 
fronts because of storm surge.

Our long running Anti Nuclear and 
Clean Energy (ACE)/Nuclear-Free 

campaign continued to fight the good 
fight and oppose all development of 
the nuclear industry, including having to 
respond to three separate government 
inquiries into nuclear power.

River Country continues to be an 
important voice in the national debate, 
finding new and creative ways to 
remind the community and decision 
makers that what the rivers need is 
water and that without healthy rivers, 
there cannot be healthy economies.

Friends of the Earth has wonderful, 
effective grassroots campaigns. We 
get results. We also understand the 
need for solidarity, and so we spend 
a lot of our time supporting local 
environmental and social justice 
initiatives. Friends of the Earth have 
a great team of campaigners, a 
diverse range of campaign work, and 
connections into a national and global 
network of groups. 2018/19 was 
another great year for the organisation.

The last few years have seen Friends 
of the Earth working to ensure that 
previous campaign wins are enshrined 
in legislation. This has been the case 
with the Victorian Renewable Energy 
Target (VRET) and the ban on the use 
of fracking to access unconventional 
gas. While this work can be time 
consuming, it is an essential part of 
‘future proofing’ our wins against 
possible changes in government. We 
saw major wins protected in this way 
during 2018/19.

While we carried out this essential 
work,  Friends of the Earth also 
launched a series of new campaigns, re-
focused some of our climate work after 
achieving major wins, and also engaged 
in national debate on key issues like the 
fate of the Murray Darling Basin and 
nuclear energy.

Elections offer great opportunities 
to focus the attention of all political 
parties on delivering key environmental 
and climate policy. We spent all of 



ClImATE And 
EnERgy JuSTICE
Friends of the Earth Melbourne have 
four campaign collectives working 
in this space: Act On Climate, Energy 
Justice Victoria, Yes 2 Renewables,  
and Sustainable Cities.

We thank all of the volunteers who 
were part of these collectives during 
2018/19.

Offshore Gas Proposals
In 2018, the Andrews Government 
released five new oil and gas 
exploration blocks off the Otway coast.

The tender process closed in mid-
February 2019. The government 
says that it has had ‘strong’ interest 
from companies that want to start 
exploring for gas. We expect that 
an announcement on successful 
applicants will be made by spring 2019.

Friends of the Earth have been 
campaigning to raise the profile of 
the issue and get the attention of the 
Victorian government, and make it 
absolutely clear that the community 
does not support further fossil fuel 
development in the state. We did 
major outreach in coastal towns over 
the 2018/19 summer, helped organise 
events like the placard action in the 
picture, lobbied government and 
generated media stories.

Western Victoria is blessed with 
pristine oceans, home to humpback 
whales, southern right whales, dolphins 
and even orcas who depend on a clean 
and healthy ecosystem for breeding 
and survival. Its agricultural and 
tourism industries contribute much to 
the local and regional economy and rely 
on a healthy environment to thrive.

Further to these threats, offshore oil and 
gas drilling will be a major new source 
of greenhouse pollution. We continue to 
track this issue and will respond when 
the government announces who has 
been granted permission to engage in 
offshore exploration.



Act On Climate
Friends of the Earth’s Act on Climate 
collective continued to build 
momentum in 2018, towards the state 
election, and into 2019, a critical time 
for encouraging the state government 
to set science-based Emissions 
Reduction Targets. 

In 2018, Friends of the Earth worked 
with community members in Ararat 
to host a town hall meeting. The event 
focussed on educating the community 
about local climate impacts and 
solutions, and policies that the state 
government can adopt to address these.

Act on Climate joined forces with our 
sister collective Yes 2 Renewables to 

organise a well-attended candidates’ 
forum in Portland--the epicentre of 
renewable energy manufacturing in 
Victoria. The event brought together 
candidates from all political parties 
and provided them with a platform 
to present their views on how to 
grow renewables and secure jobs and 
investment in the region. 

With the involvement of supporters 
across the Melbourne metropolitan 
area, Friends of the Earth hosted 
a cheeky ‘heads in the sand’ event 
to draw attention to the Victorian 
Liberal Party’s failure to take a climate 
change policy to the election. In his 
first press conference as opposition 
leader, Michael O’Brien acknowledged 
the need for policies to cut the state’s 
emissions. The opposition has also, 
for the first time, appointed a shadow 
minister for climate change. 

In 2019, Friends of the Earth have been 
building the case for the Victorian 
Government to set science-based 
Emissions Reduction Targets. Friends 
of the Earth have held dozens of 
community events and secured press 
coverage to educate the community 
about the need for targets to be in line 
with a ‘carbon budget’ that helps keep 
global warming below 1.5C. 

Supporting communities on the 
frontline of climate impacts has 
been another area of focus. Friends 
of the Earth worked with citizen 
scientist Aileen Vening, and the 
newly-established Bass Coast Climate 
Action Network, to raise awareness 
of the impacts of rising sea levels and 
intensifying storm surges on the coast. 
Together we have secured significant 
media coverage on the dramatic 
beach erosion in Inverloch. Our efforts 
culminated in June when we hosted 
a town hall meeting on local climate 
impacts attended by over 150 people. 



EnERgy  
JuSTICE VICTORIA
In 2018/19 our long-running and much 
loved Quit Coal campaign became Energy 
Justice Victoria. We thank all the hundreds 
of volunteers who have been part of Quit 
Coal through the years and welcome 
volunteers, old and new, to Friends of the 
Earth’s Energy Justice collective. 

Friends of the Earth is campaigning 
against new and existing coal and gas 
projects in Victoria, and pushing for a 
socially just transition to clean, fair and 
affordable energy for all. With a largely 
unplanned transition already underway 
in the electricity sector, we are 
campaigning to see the development of 
an energy sector finally free from fossil 
fuels, one powered by a diversified grid 
of renewable energy that is accessible 
and affordable to all. Friends of the Earth 
is working to ensure that coal and gas 
affected communities are supported 
through a fair and just transition, with 
good, secure jobs and opportunities.

Friends of the Earth also support 
community ownership and control of 
energy projects and retailers, which would 
put the power back in people’s hands and 
away from corporate profiteering.

yES2REnEwAblES
In 2018/19, Friends of the Earth’s Yes 
2 Renewables collective continued 
to build on our successful Victorian 
Renewable Energy Target (VRET) 
campaign to continue our state’s path 
towards 100% renewable energy. 
Aside from our advocacy work in 
the area, Friends of the Earth plays a 
strong educational role, countering 
misinformation about renewable 
energy, electricity prices, and reliability.

In the lead up to the November 2018 
election, Friends of the Earth launched 

a campaign to see Melbourne’s train 
network re-powered by renewable 
energy. Friends of the Earth also played 
a key role in raising awareness of 
opportunities for renewable energy for 
South-West Victoria by hosting public 
forums and sharing information with 
community members.

In April 2019, Friends of the Earth were 
successful in lobbying Federal Energy 
Minister, Angus Taylor, to sign-off on the 
initial exploration license for Australia’s 
first major offshore wind farm, the Star 

of the South, which had been delayed 
for more than 18 months. The Star of 
the South project would power up to 
1.2 million homes, or roughly 20% of 
Victoria’s current energy demand. 

Friends of the Earth have been working 
closely with the Maritime Union of 
Australia (MUA) and other union allies, 
advocating for projects like the Star of 
the South, to ensure that the offshore 
wind sector is part of a fair and just 
transition away from fossil fuels.



SuSTAInAblE CITIES
Friends of the Earth have continued 
a successful partnership with  Public 
Transport Users Association in the  
work completed by our Sustainable 
Cities collective.

The transport sector is Melbourne’s 
second-largest and fastest-growing 
emitter of carbon emissions. In order to 
mitigate the effects of climate change, it’s 
imperative that Melbourne moves away 
from car travel and towards mass-transit 
options that are better for our health, 
wellbeing, environment, and the economy. 

Melbourne is a rapidly developing city 
with our population reaching 5 million. 
Friends of the Earth is working towards 
ensuring that Melbourne’s public 
transport can support our growing city. 
In order to ensure everyone has the 
ability to access all that  Melbourne has 
to offer, each person should have the 
option to take public transport.

This year the campaign focused on 
connecting with locals who will be 
directly impacted by the North East 
Link project and worked with people to 
discuss alternative solutions to this road. 

It became clear how powerful it is to 
have positive solutions-based visions. 
Friends of the Earth started off the 

year by mobilising the people we had 
connected with, to work together to 
showcase alternatives to the $16 billion 
North East Link project.  

Throughout the year we have 
supported community groups by 
running workshops on ways to 
participate in the Environmental Effects 
Statement process. These have included 

how to write a submission for the 
process, as well as how to best prepare 
for presenting at the Public Hearings. 

In June, Friends of the Earth held a 
mock opening of Doncaster Rail, as an 
obvious alternative to the North East 
Link, which would carry over 4 times 
the people in the same amount of time.



nuClEAR FREE
Friends of the Earth’s Anti-nuclear, 
Clean Energy (ACE) collective, now 
known as the Nuclear-Free collective, 
have been working for over 35 years 
supporting Traditional Owner voices to 
resist the spread of the nuclear industry 
in Australia. We thank the scores 
of volunteers who were part of our 
nuclear-free work in 2018/19.

The main priority for Friends of the 
Earth in the 2018/19 year was to 
support community campaigns against 

proposals for a national nuclear waste 
dump in South Australia. Sites have 
been targeted near Hawker in the 
Flinders Ranges, and Kimba at the top 
of the Eyre Peninsula.

Friends of the Earth have been 
fundraising to support campaign 
initiatives in SA, writing submissions 
to inquiries, promoting petition drives, 
encouraging politicians to adopt 
responsible policies, etc. The collective 
has been funding a Friends of the 
Earth Australia Campaigner to work 

closely with communities in South 
Australia fighting the waste dump. 
This campaigner makes regular visits to 
Kimba and the Flinders Ranges to meet 
with community members, federal 
senators and MPs, and state politicians. 
Much of this work has been around 
the flawed process for site selection 
imposed on unwilling communities. 

We organised two National Nuclear-
Free Campaigner meetings – a valuable 
opportunity for campaigners from the 
anti-nuclear movement around the 

country to come together to share ideas 
and collaborate on resisting all aspects 
of the nuclear industry.

On World Water Day on 22 March, 
Friends of the Earth held an action 
outside BHP offices in Melbourne with 
Arabunna Elder, Uncle Kevin Buzzacott, 
who delivered a giant water bill to BHP 
for the approximately 127 billion litres 
of water the company has taken from 
Arabunna land for the Olympic Dam 
uranium mine since 1988.

Responding to the renewed push for 
nuclear power in Australia, with three 
parliamentary inquiries underway, the 
Nuclear-Free Collective encouraged 
submissions to the Federal Inquiry into 
the Prerequisites for Nuclear Power 
in Australia through a DoGooder 
proforma. We also held a public event 
on why nuclear power is not a solution 
to climate change.

Another priority for Friends of the Earth’s 
Nuclear-Free Collective is to support 
the campaign against uranium mining 
in Western Australia. We held a public 
forum on Keeping WA uranium free and 
supported the Tjiwarl women involved in 
legal proceedings appealing the approval 
of Canadian company, Cameco’s proposed 
uranium mine in Yeelirrie. Collective 
members visited Yeelirrie for a solidarity 
camp with the Traditional Owners and 
campaigners from across the country to 
plan for the next 10 years of resistance to 
this mine. 



lAnd And wATER
Friends of the Earth have 3 active 
campaign collectives working on land 
and water issues in Victoria. They are 
Victorian Forests, River Country, and 
the Strzelecki Koala Action Team.

Throughout the 2018/19 period, Friends 
of the Earth offered, and continue to 
offer, in-kind and material support for 
the Djab Wurrung Heritage Protection 
campaign to save trees slated to be 
removed and destroyed by VicRoads’ 
Western Highway expansion.

We thank all of our hundreds of 
volunteers who worked so hard on 
land and water issues in 2018/19.

VICTORIAn FORESTS
forestry industry out of native forests and 
into sustainably managed plantations and 
non-timber sources of fibre. 

In the lead up to the November 2018 
Victorian State Election, Friends of the Earth 
launched a massive campaign to show that 
Victorians love forests.

Working with our partners in regional 
communities, Friends of the Earth 
ran a high profile campaign to gain 
protection for native forests. We  
engaged over 200,000 voters in a 
range of seats through letterboxing, 
candidate forums, leafleting at railway 
stations, mobile billboards, projections 
onto buildings, and a range of creative 
activities. On the eve of the State 

Friends of the Earth’s Forest collective 
brings together grassroots regional groups, 
forest activists and new people looking 
to get involved in campaigns and take 
action for the protection of Victoria’s 
native forests and wildlife. In 2018/19, 
Friends of the Earth campaigned in 
support of the Great Forest National Park 
proposed for the Central Highlands, the 
Emerald Link proposal in East Gippsland 
and for full protection of native forests 
in the Strathbogie Ranges. We worked 
to gain a strengthening of protections 
for threatened wildlife and ecosystems 
through regulatory reform of the logging 
industry. We lobbied government to create, 
fund and manage a just transition for the 

election Friends of the Earth exposed 
mass illegal logging carried out by 
VicForests in areas not allocated for 
logging. We received exceptional levels 
of media coverage during the year.

A critical part of the state election 
campaign focused on our efforts to 
hold VicForests and the government 
to account, by exposing illegal logging. 
Friends of the Earth collaborated with 
the Wilderness Society to produce a 
joint report on the lack of regulatory 
oversight by the state’s environment 
department. Throughout the year we 
worked closely with Friends of the 
Earth Australia affiliates Goongerah 
Environment Centre (GECO) and Wildlife 
of the Central Highlands (WOTCH).



RIVER COunTRy
Friends of the Earth’s River Country 
collective has campaigned for 
strengthening water policy in the 
Murray Darling Basin. Public trust in 
the Murray Darling Basin Plan is at 
an all-time low, and the collective is 
campaigning to see integrity restored 
to the Murray Darling so that rivers can 
flourish. This year we have deepened 
community relationships, organised 
strategic community events and 
strengthened and supported our 
network of river advocates in the  
Murray Darling Basin.

In August 2018 Friends of the Earth 
organised an on-country meeting 
between Wadi Wadi Traditional Owners, 
the Mallee Catchment Management 
Authority and the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
to discuss floodplain developments that 
threaten cultural heritage in the Nyah 
Vinifera Park. 

In November 2018, we ran an art 
exhibition in Melbourne that showcased 
photo prints of the trip contrasting 
modern colonial viewpoints and Wadi 
Wadi creation stories to educate our 
city-based supporters on the issue. Also 
displayed were paintings from local 
Swan Hill artists of the dying wetlands 
and  speeches from our campaign 
partners, Friends of Nyah Vinifera.

In September 2018 we toured to 
Menindee and Broken Hill for Threatened 
Species Day to deliver “A Dead River’s A 
Real Drag” (featuring Fox Pflueger and 
Weird Alice), a community drag show 
that amplified the impending disaster 
that would happen if the ecosystems of 
the Lower Darling River collapsed.  

In January 2019, immediately after the 
mass fish kill event that saw millions 
of native fish die and community 
members without water, we returned 
to support the community, amplifying 
local voices with a social media video 
series that reached over a hundred 
thousand people. Through February 
and March we continued this work 
with a “Where the Bloody Hell Are You” 
video targeting Scott Morrison on his 
absence of action during this time.

Friends of the Earth organised multiple 
public actions including: 

•  Outside the Murray Darling Basin 
Authority’s Ministerial Council (MINCO) 
meeting in Melbourne (Dec 2018)

•  A Vigil for the Barka (Darling River) 
at the State Library in Melbourne, 
where we broadcast an interview 
with Barkindji Elder Uncle Badger 
Bates. This event was organised in 
collaboration with the Murray Lower 
Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations 
(MLDRIN) (Feb 2019)

•  A River Bed Protest with the Tilpa 
Community (Jan 2019)

•  Marched in Solidarity at the Broken 
Heel Parade (Sept 2018)

•  Projected images of the darling river 
crisis on Swanston Street days before 
the federal election, and handing 
out a voting scorecard on how major 
and minor parties stack on river 
management. (May 2019)

In June 2019 Friends of the Earth hand-
delivered over 100 personalised and 
handwritten letters on dead fish cards 

to then Federal Water Minister David 
Littleproud’s office in Canberra. Friends 
of the Earth met with the Lifeblood 
Alliance for campaign collaboration and 
planning workshops and, as a result, 
the River Country collective produced 
our 7-point community action plan to 
restore integrity in the Murray Darling. 
A detailed and cohesive document, the 
action plan outlines a set of clear and 
actionable policy changes that would 
restore integrity to the Murray Darling 
Basin Plan and has been used by 
community members throughout the 
Basin to lobby ministers and local MPs.



STRzElECkI kOAlA 
ACTIOn TEAm
Since 2013, Friends of the Earth have 
been mapping koala habitat in the 
Strzelecki Ranges. Between 2014-
16,  we surveyed over 150 sites. Our 
work contributed to the landmark 
study, ‘Habitat Utilisation by Koalas in 
Gippsland Region’, published by Biolink 
Ecological Consultants in 2016. The 
Strzelecki region contains Victoria’s 
only endemic koala population, and an 
understanding of this population is vital 
to the long term future of the animal in 
southeastern Australia. Our work has 
contributed to a better understanding 
of preferred Koala trees in the region; 
Mountain Grey Gum, Bluegum and, for 
the first time, Strzelecki Gum.

In 2018/19 Friends of the Earth 
compiled a unique mapping tool which 
includes past koala survey data. View 
the Strzelecki Koala Map at https://
strzkoala.australianmap.net/. A 
couple of surveys were carried out over 
2017/18, mainly on the northern slopes 
of the Strzeleckis.

In July 2018 the Victorian State 
Government reserved 2,400 ha of koala 
habitat - the Brataualung Forest Reserve 
-  in the Strzeleckis, a result of our long 
term campaigning in the region.

According to our Strzelecki Koala Map, 
over one-quarter of the most important 
koala survey sites in the Strzeleckis 
were burnt during the March/April 2019 
Budgeree/Yinnar South fires. Perhaps 
hundreds of koalas may have been 
killed in the fire.

The mighty Mountain Grey Gum (Eucalyptus Cypellocarpa). Cyps are the number 1 preferred species for Strzelecki Koalas.

Friends of the Earth launched a push 
for the State Government to list the 
Strzelecki Koala under the State’s Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee Act (FFG Act) 
as a response to this massive habitat 

destruction. This work will continue in 
the new year, and Friends of the Earth 
will use the mapping tool to monitor any 
further disturbance to koala habitat.

https://strzkoala.australianmap.net/
https://strzkoala.australianmap.net/


ECOnOmICS  
FOR EARTh
Friends of the Earth have an Economic 
Justice collective which has strong ties 
with Friends of the Earth International’s 
work. We thank the many volunteers 
who contributed to our campaign areas 
in 2018/19: Stop Corporate Crimes, and 
Procurement Justice.

Stop Corporate  
Crimes campaign
Friends of the Earth have long seen the 
connection between economic justice 
and environmental issues. Friends of 
the Earth’s Stop Corporate Crimes 
campaign is working to end corporate 
impunity and hold Australian companies 
accountable for human rights abuses 
and environmental destruction they are 
perpetrating overseas. 

Friends of the Earth are calling for 
changes in domestic Australian laws to 
put in place adequate mechanisms to 
ensure that Australian companies cause 
no harm in their global operations. 

In 2019 Friends of the Earth released 
a  damning report titled ‘Draw the 
Line’ on how Australian banks have 
been financing palm oil companies 
responsible for environmental 
destruction and human rights violations 
overseas. We organised numerous 
solidarity actions with other Friends 
of the Earth groups fighting Australia 
mining companies and collaborated with 
the Australian Corporate Accountability 
Network to bring about change.

Procurement  
Justice campaign
Our Procurement Justice campaign 
leverages procurement practices in 
public and private sector organisations 
to achieve concrete positive human 
rights, labour rights and environmental 
outcomes. Our current focus is 
establishing an Australian branch of 
Electronics Watch. Electronics Watch is 
an independent monitoring organisation 
that uses worker-driven monitoring to 
detect labour rights issues in factories 
producing electronic goods. 

It brings together public sector buyers 
and civil society organisations in 
electronics production regions, with 
experts in human rights and global 
supply chains to monitor producers and 
engage with the industry to change 
practices. This included organising a 
speakers tour with Hong Kong Labour 
activist across the country.



ThE FOOd CO-OpERATIVE
Campaigns
The Co-op is its own ongoing campaign 
educating the public about bulk buying, 
and waste and package minimisation, 
while providing biodegradable, 
regenerative and fair trade products 
that empower the community to  
invest in ethical and waste-wise 
shopping alternatives. 

This year there was a strong push to 
engage customers and encourage 
them to participate in Plastic Free July. 
The co-op offered a 10% discount 
for customers bringing their own 

containers for shopping and dedicated 
the Perry St window space to 
promoting the month and its impact. 
The Co-op also promoted the fact that 
we have been proudly plastic bag free 
for 40 years! 

Responding to the recycling crisis at 
the start of 2019, a team from the 
Co-op joined forces with Friends of 
the Earth project, Transform Waste, 
in the Recycling 2 Parliament rally - an 
inventive way to raise awareness about 
waste and issues around the lack of 
local recycling infrastructure.

Community
Community workshops offered at the 
Co-op included miso making from 
scratch with Ikuko Hosoya - a fantastic 
hands-on experience, the proceeds 
of which went towards helping 
those affected by the devastating 
earthquakes in Japan. Our own super 
chef Pauline Renkin also hosted a 
cooking class focused on learning to 
create the elements that make our 
mixed lunch plate so special, such 
as condiments and sauces. Both 
classes were extremely popular (sold 
out!) and we received lots of positive 
feedback. We are looking forward to 
offering more educational food-based 
workshops to continue to inspire our 
community to create delicious meals 
using bulk-based wholefoods.

There continued to be a strong focus 
on utilising the Co-op space to support 
and showcase the diverse talents of 
the local community. A highlight was 
Transfigured Matter - an exhibition 
by artist and long term FoE activist 
Catherine Hearse that drew inspiration 
from a range of sources, including 
embroidery, plant science and the 
destructive nature of fracking. The 
exhibition took place in both the 
upstairs freshly painted mezzanine and 
downstairs in the Cafe section of the 
Co-op, Catherine’s delicate and detailed 
creations drawing in curious passersby 
as well as engaging regular customers.

The Friends of the Earth Melbourne 
Food Co-op is a shining example of the 
long-lasting capability of a cooperatively 
owned business in Melbourne, serving the 
community as a beacon for sustainability 
and low waste consumption.

Since 1975, Friends of the Earth 
Melbourne Food Co-op’s mission has 
been to create a more waste-wise 
world. In the last financial year the 
Co-op has continued to expand the 
range of waste-free products and 
earth-friendly alternatives, whilst also 
initiating, supporting and partnering 
with campaigns against waste; reducing 
the Co-op’s own waste footprint and 
encouraging others to do the same.



Waste
The Food Co-op has continued working 
hard to limit the amount of non-
biodegradable waste in the cafe and 
bulk food store, not only minimising 
our own waste, but urging customers 
to create new habits that drastically 
reduce the amount of waste produced 
by their own lifestyles. As people are 
becoming activists in their own homes, 
staff and volunteers at the Co-op 
have been inspired by the massive 
proportion of waste produced in 
people’s kitchens and bathrooms to 
find alternatives to help them move 
away from single-use plastics.

In the Cafe, paper waste has been 
reduced by incorporating used napkins 
and hand towel into our current 
composting system. A long term 
partnership with Fitzroy Primary, the 
composting arrangement is set to be 
expanded by the City of Yarra offering 
local residents a composting option for 
food waste.

Building on the legacy of providing 
bulk food, the Co-op has been working 
hard with our suppliers to ensure 
packaging and containers are returned 
and re-used wherever possible. The 
current ever-growing list of zero waste/ 
fully returnable packaging includes 
tofu, tempeh, washing detergent, 
dishwashing detergents, shampoos, 
conditioners and handwash to name 

a few. A recent decision to remove 
conventional toothpaste tubes and 
plastic deodorants from the Co-op 
means we now only sell zero-waste 
beauty alternatives in returnable jars 
and 100% degradable packaging. Cheese 
packaged in single-use plastic has also 
been replaced with bulk alternatives. 
There are financial risks to these kinds of 
decisions as they reduce product variety 
but the Co-op is committed to our zero 
waste mission and will continue to 
prioritise planet over profit.

Volunteers
None of the Food Co-op work would 
be possible without the incredible 
volunteers who staff it. This year 
involved participating in outreach 
programs for student volunteers, 
developing relationships with various 
local schools and taking on regular 
work experience participants.

Infrastructure Improvements
The growth of Co-op infrastructure 
over the last year continues to be 
linked to our receipt of the Albert 
Tucker grant, which is being used to 
bolster improvements in its physical 
architecture and online presence, to 
fully empower the organisation as 
a leader in the field of waste-wise 
shopping. Since receiving the grant, a 
brand new website has been launched, 
alongside the development of an online 
information hub, which will offer the 
public resources to increase awareness 
about waste and allow people to 
make more mindful lifestyle choices. 
There have also been many practical 
and appearance-based improvements 
through painting, lighting, shelving, 
polishing the floorboards, and more 
accessible/user-friendly bulk containers 
being recently installed. A new oven 
was also purchased and installed.

A new point of sale consisting of two 
registers and scales is set to be installed 
in the coming months after extensive 
research and discussion by all the staff 
and aided by Em Gayfer. This will create 
a much better customer flow during 
busy times and reduce wait times for 
customers, encouraging more shoppers 
to bulk shop at times convenient to 
them, i.e., during the lunch rush. The 
system will also help manage stock 
levels and therefore reduce waste in 
that capacity. The turnover of the Co-op 
has been increasing every year and this 
is an absolutely crucial upgrade to make 
sure we can keep up with demand 
and that no-one misses out on the 
opportunity to bulk shop! The funds 
to support this upgrade came from a 
grant applied for by the Friends of the 
Earth finance team granted by the Lord 
Mayor’s Charitable Foundation.



Building Longevity / Rental
Through the hard work of Beth 
Cameron and Sam Castro a new and 
improved lease agreement has been 
negotiated and secured, ensuring 
that the Co-op and Friends of the 
Earth can remain in their current 
Collingwood location to serve the 
diverse community of the City of Yarra 
and beyond.

Fundraising
The Co-op ran a highly successful 
fundraiser over the Christmas period in 
the form of a secondhand pop-up shop 
on the upstairs mezzanine. The items 
in the shop were donated from our ever 
supportive customer base and FoE staff 
and volunteers. Providing a sustainable 
and upcycled alternative to the usual 
environmentally destructive nature of 
Christmas consumerism, the shop was 
embraced by members of the local 

Thanks!
The Friends of the Earth Food Co-
op looks forward to many more 
years of growth, improvement and 
community engagement, and we 
aspire to create lasting and positive 
change by educating and empowering 
local individuals and the broader 
public.The Co-op can’t do this without 
the generous contributions from 
community, volunteers and dedicated 
staff and would like to thank each and 
every person who has supported the 
Food Co-op throughout 2018-2019 in 
ways both large and small.

community and visitors to the area. 
Thousands of dollars were raised for 
the Co-op which helped cover wages 
over the holiday period. 

The Co-op raised thousands of dollars 
putting forward an in house team of 
staff and volunteers for Walk This Way, 
the annual fundraiser for Friends of the 
Earth. The Co-op also provided catering 
for all participants of the walk to help 
nourish and replenish fundraisers at the 
conclusion of the event. 



dIRT RAdIO
Dirt Radio airs weekly, Tuesdays at 
9:30am, on 3CR Community Radio. 
In 2018/19 it was hosted by Emma 
Wasson, Jack Quigley, John Langer, Em 
Gayfer, Megan Williams, and Phil Evans. 
The show features Friends of the Earth 
campaigners and activists digging 
down into the dirt on important 
environmental and social justice issues.

Topics ranging from gender justice in 
the environment movement to off-
shore gas in South West Victoria, from 
native forest protection to climate 
justice issues. 

Dirt Radio also ran an ambitious ‘6 
Months to Make a Difference’ series of 
shows featuring Friends of the Earth 
collective volunteers and campaigners 
talking about their campaign work 
in the lead up to the Victorian State 
Election in November 2018.



gOVERnAnCE
Friends of the Earth Melbourne’s 
Committee of Management (called the 
Policy and Advisory Committee, or PAC), 
has responsibility for oversight of finances, 
strategic development, and governance 
and risk assessment for the organisation. 

The members of the PAC in 2018/19: 

• Beth Cameron 
• Campbell Walker 
• David Robertson
• Rob Lucas 
• Rodney Vlais 
• Samantha Castro
• Kat Moore
• Lee Tan
• Naomi Pullen
• Jemila Rushton
• Pete Callender

On a day-to-day level all campaign 
collectives manage their own affairs. 
Once a month all campaigns attend the 
strategy meeting, which is where whole-
of-organisation decisions are taken. 

The Committee of Management (PAC) 
acts in an oversight role to strategy. 
The Gift Fund Committee is responsible 
for decisions regarding allocations of 
donations received.

All Friends of the Earth members are 
encouraged to take an active role in the 
organisation and are eligible to stand for 
the PAC and Gift Fund Committee, which 
are appointed each year at the AGM.

There are weekly campaigners’ 
meetings, and working groups are 
established as needed to deal with 
specific issues.

STAFF 
• Food Co-operative Coordinators:  

Beth Cameron, Genevieve Fry,  
Pauline Renkin & Karri Cameron

• Operations Coordinator:  
Samantha Castro

• Campaign Coordinator: Cam Walker

• Finance Coordinators:  
Tara Stevenson & Jemila Rushton

• Fundraising Coordinator:  
Jemila Rushton

• Development Coordinator: Phil Evans

• Digital & Communications 
Coordinator: Kat Moore

• Finance System Upgrade 
Coordinator: Em Gayfer

• Act On Climate Coordinator:  
Leigh Ewbank

• Yes 2 Renewables Coordinator:  
Patrick Simons

• River Country Coordinator:  
Megan Williams

• Victorian Forests Coordinators: 
Maggie Riddington, Sarah Day &  
Ed Hill

• Energy Justice Victoria Coordinator: 
Kate Wattchow

• Anti-nuclear, Clean Energy 
Coordinator: Jess Lawson

• Sustainable Cities Coordinator:  
Rachel Lynskey



ThAnk yOu
Volunteers
• Anthony Amis, Andy Taylor, Anna 

Langford, Lucinda Walker, Jill Koppel, 
Alice Knowles, Marelle Davey, Claudia 
Gallois, Gabriela Burdiles, Fox Pflueger, 
Lavanya Pant &  Limei Brusey.

• Operations Collective: Christy 
Mannion, Naomi Kelsey, Simon 
Grosser & Milly Sundgren. 

• Dirt Radio: John Langer, Jack Quigley, 
Emma Wasson, Em Gayfer and 
Megan Williams

• Sam Gibbard and the archiving team

• Annie Hingston, Frank Fichera

• All the wonderful Food Coop and 
other collective volunteers!

In kind and  
generous support:
• Our graphic designer Tess Sellar 

• Artist: Sam Wallman

• Artist:  Sarah McConnell

• Artist:  UBTopia

• Artist:  Catherine Hearse

• Artist: Phillipa Clark

• Artist: Ella Ruby

• 70+ Artists who contributed to the 
‘Maralinga Pieces’  Art Auction.

• Carpenter Anj Hansen of 
Hammertime

• Merch Factory

• Qualitops

• Black Rainbow Printing

• Arena Printing

wITh ThAnkS TO 
OuR dOnORS And 
SuppORTERS:
• All our members and monthly donors 

• Minax Uriel Pty Ltd

• Love Tea

• The Spranz Family Foundation

• Friends of Gippsland Bush

• NSW Nordic Ski Club

• Australian Communities Foundation

• The Albert Tucker Foundation

• The Public Transport Users 
Association

• Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation

• Goodwill Wine

• Westwind 

• Stronger Communities Grant

Friends of the  
Earth Melbourne Inc 
Address:  312 Smith Street, Collingwood  
Postal: Box 222, Fitzroy, 3065  
Phone:  03 9419 8700  
Toll Free:   1300 852 081  

(outside Melbourne): 

Website:  melbournefoe.org.au 

ABN:  68 918 945 471 

This report covers the  
financial year 2017/18



Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2019
2019 $ 2018 $

Assets
Current assets
Cash on hand and at bank 252,313.47 378,042.45
Short-term bank deposits 383,791.78 376,696.18
Receivables 13,774.77 16,374.56
Inventories on hand 47,220.69 45,364.51
Sundry debtors 343,503.45 212,992.54
Total current assets 1,040,604.16 1,029,470.24
Non-current assets
Plant and equipment 22,444.48 5,797.98
Total non-current assets 22,444.48 5,797.98
Total assets 1,063,048.64 1,035,268.22
Liabilities
Current liabilities
Trade accounts payables 41,065.08 46,489.20
General accounts payable 127,502.06 87,790.16
Grants/income received in advance 68,768.51 45,823.61
Employee accrued expenses 24,695.36 44,222.28
Employee provisions 125,906.84 112,555.37
Total current liabilities 387,937.85 336,880.62
Non-current liabilities
Other accounts payable 0.00 0.00 
Employee provisions 107,616.91 100,934.21
Total non-current liabilities 107,616.91 100,934.21
Total liabilities 495,554.76 437,814.83
Net assets 567,493.88 597,453.39
Retained surplus & reserve
Opening retained surplus 333,312.58 280,598.58
Surplus/(deficit) for the year (29,959.51) 25,578.29
Transfer from/(to) building reserve 6,255.87 27,135.71
Closing retained surplus 309,608.94 333,312.58
Opening balance building reserve 264,140.81 291,276.52
Transfer from/(to) retained surplus (6,255.87) (27,135.71)
Closing balance building reserve 257,884.94 264,140.81
Total surplus & reserve 567,493.88 597,453.39

FInAnCIAl REpORT



Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive  
Income for the Year ended 30 June 2019

2019 $ 2018 $

Revenue

Food Co-op Sales 844,223.35 837.899.44
Merchandise Sales 3,159.05 3,480.38
Membership Subscription 13,499.99 15,040.87
Donations 355,588.97 341,730.21
Fundraising 59,236.74 52,367.32
Grant  Income 166,555.10 225,756.55
Bank Interest 12,860.85 13,330.04
Miscellaneous Income 341,934.88 227,471.64
Consultancy 0.00 0.00 
Proceeds on sales of Fixed Assets 0.00 0.00 
Legacies & Bequest 709.75 49,769.53

1,797,768.68 1,766,845.98

Expenditure
Cost of Goods Sold - Food Co-op 412,345.39 441,713.76
Cost of Goods Sold - Merchandise 2,816.56 1,793.97
Wages and Assoc. Cost 1,061,393.68 1,012,162.60
Administration Expenses 72,255.51 55,903.48
Rent and Outgoings 92,114.98 90,947.25
Fundraising Expenses 14,493.15 2,529.93
Campaigning Cost (inc Travel) 35,241.61 56,182.06
Bank Charges & Fees 13,054.10 12,048.08
Donations 14,842.81 21,107.64
Depreciation & Amortisation 3,284.86 2,512.07
Insurance 2,411.55 2,816.63
Gas, Electricity & Water 21,202.02 20,811.38
Audit Fees - Audit or Reviewing the Financial Report 2,750.00 4,720.00
Miscellaneous Expenses 71,156.97 5,296.04
Consultants 8,365.00 10,722.80
Legal & Government Fees 0.00 0.00 
Advertising 0.00 0.00 

1,827,728.19 1,741,267.69
Surplus/(deficit) for the year (29,959.51) 25,578.29
Other comprehensive income $0.00 $0.00
Items that may be reclassified  
subsequently to Profit or Loss

0.00 0.00

Items that will not be reclassified  
subsequently to Profit or Loss

0.00 0.00

Total comprehensive income for the year 0.00 0.00 
Total comprehensive income attributable  
to the members

(29,959.51) 25,578.29






