Transport in Melbourne’s Westen Suburbs:
Alternatives to the Westgate Tunnel
The people of Melbourne’s west have a huge problem with noise and poisonous exhaust from
hundreds of trucks on their residential streets every day.

Daniel Andrews and Tim Pallas promised to get a lot of these trucks off the residential streets at a
cost of $500 million. A lot of people in the west thought this was a good deal.
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But, now, the Andrews government wants to build this, at a cost of more than $5 billion.

Funding for this major project will come from two sources: public and private. Under the current
proposal, the toll road giant Transurban will make huge profits through gaining an extension to
their current contract, allowing them to continue tolling on another road they manage – City Link.
Public funds: “The Andrews Labor Government’s 2016/17 Victorian Budget will provide the full
funding required to build the (Westgate Tunnel) project … the $1.46 billion required over the
forward estimates”1.
Private funds: The rest of the funds required to build the tunnel (around $4 billion) will come from
Transurban – a company which made $687 million from City Link in 2016-17 and another $1.2
billion per year from its toll roads in Sydney and Brisbane (up 850 percent from 2016)2.
Transurban will toll the new road and be given another 10 years on their licence to charge tolls on
City Link.
This project is supposed to solve the big transport problems of the west. Residents live with the
daily impacts of trucks, including significant air pollution and the danger of having many large
vehicles in residential areas. And it’s not just the trucks. Population growth means more people
trying to get to jobs and education in the centre and east of Melbourne.
But you can’t build roads to fix congestion. This project will not only make Transurban richer, it will
waste $1.5 billion of public money that should be spent on real solutions to transport problems.

http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/delivering-the-second-river-crossing/
http://www.smh.com.au/business/transurban-profit-surges-as-motorists-tip-21-billion-into-tolls-20170807gxrd9z.html
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Some alternative proposals for solving the West’s transport problems
Reallocating the tax-payers $1.46 billion, which has already been obligated to the Tunnel, to a
number of the projects outlined below will have greater impact that burying huge amounts of
funds into a single project.

Trucks
The Port of Melbourne is rapidly growing, and without rail freight alternatives it continues to
depend on ever increasing numbers of trucks to move freight across the city and state.
The West needs:
1. Truck off-ramps: these would be designed to direct trucks from the West Gate Freeway,
along Whitehall Street on the edge of Yarraville, directly to the port:
• This is estimated to cost $500 million and would lead to tangible benefits to local
residents
• It is a Labor election promise and could be delivered with funds that are already
available.
2. Rail freight not truck freight: the Port Rail Shuttle option
• This will connect the port to distribution hubs across Melbourne via rail. There is
already $58 million committed ($38m from the federal government and $20m from
the state government) to start this vital project.
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Getting cars off the road
3. Increasing frequency and capacity of passenger trains:
• Public transport infrastructure in the West needs to be upgraded to be fit for
purpose for the 21st century. Existing infrastructure has not kept up with population
growth, pushing ever more commuters onto already congested roads
• One option would be to ensure we get the best possible use of existing transport
infrastructure by removing bottlenecks. Duplication of railway lines would help to
ensure all stations are serviced reliably. For example, the 12 km Altona Loop. The
duplication of the Deer Park to Melton line (18 km) is estimated to cost $518 million
and will enable 2 extra services in morning and evening peak, and increased
reliability and punctuality of train running times
• More trains need to be added to the system, so that services are running every 10
minutes, 6am-midnight 7-days a week. More frequent services provide a real
solution to congestion, and will reduce travel times, stress and economic losses for
those who do need to travel by car
• This will require an upgrade to high capacity signaling, allowing for more trains in
peak hour
• High capacity trains need to be brought online – 65 new High Capacity Metro Trains
are already being built here in Victoria, resulting in more than 1,100 highly skilled
local jobs. Let’s continue these winning projects.
4. Electrify train lines to Wyndham, Melton and Wallan
• Electrification allows faster, more frequent rail services that are quieter, less
polluting, more energy efficient and cheaper to run.
• Electrification between Melton and Deer Park created 400 jobs; let’s continue this
work to get the rest of the west onto electric train lines.
• To electrify the Sunbury line (40km) in 2012 it cost $280 million – it can be
estimated that electrification of the Melton line (41km), Wyndham (37km) and
Wallan (50km) lines would cost a similar amount on a per-kilometre basis.
5. Melbourne Metro 2: building another river crossing that would deliver double the capacity
of the tollway
• A train line can carry 40,000 people per hour in both directions, while a freeway
only manages 24,000, and that’s when it’s a substantial 12 lane one
• This is the logical addition to Melbourne’s 21st century rail network. See Map 1.
Building a line to connect the Wyndham/Werribee corridor to Newport, through
Fisherman’s Bend to the CBD and Clifton Hill. Giving a direct link west, avoiding the
Footscray stations and reducing travel times to Werribee, while increasing capacity
of services across the western suburbs. Just imagine how that would change
Melbourne!
• Construction and provision of Melbourne Metro 2 will require local jobs;
Melbourne Metro 1 is generating 7,000 jobs alone.
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6. Tram/light rail lines for cross-town centre travel
• There are missing infrastructure links within western Melbourne suburbs and
connections between these suburbs
• Obvious light rail links between local centres could be Hoppers Crossing to
Werribee to Wyndham Vale, and along Ballarat Road linking Sunshine’s busy health,
education, business and retail centres
• A 2014 estimate found that tram lines should cost in the region of $15 million per
kilometre, with additional costs for platform stops ($1.7m each), works for major
intersections ($2.8m each), substations (for extensions over 5 kilometres $5m each)
and terminus works ($5m each).
• New light-rail lines just like this are already being built in suburban Toronto:
www.metrolinx.com/en/projectsandprograms/projectpages/Hurontario.aspx
Melbourne School of Design Western Suburbs Transport Studio 2017*

Map 1: future transport map for western Melbourne
Melbourne Metro 2 train line (maroon), linking the booming southwest suburbs to the CBD,
Clifton Hill and beyond.
Cross-town light-rail links north to south (green), to bring people to the train and encourage
businesses and services in new suburbs.
* Western Suburbs Transport Studio 2017 was a graduate design research studio at the Melbourne School of Design led by Dr Ian
Woodcock(RMIT), Dr John Stone (MSD) and Iain Lawrie, with the following students: Qusai Anteet, Guillermo Gomez, Austin Kurne,
Nick Lane, Rena Li Yuet Tuen, Jonathan McNair, Andy Pringle, Jonathan Thong, Tong Wu, Mitchell Xu, Yining Ying, & Emily Zeng.
Briefings were provided by Dr Jan Scheurer (RMIT/Curtin), William McDougall, Professor Allan Rodger, Griff Davis (Wyndham CC),
Adrian Webb (TfV), Chris Loader (PTV), Kristen Bell (RMIT), Alexandra Almond & Cait Jones (PTV), Jack Barton (AURIN)
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7. Bus routes: improving services on existing bus routes represents good value for money in
terms of reducing congestion. Options include:
• Building on-road priority through retrofitting of major road corridors to give lane
space, and traffic intersections signalised to prioritise buses
• Smart bus routes every 10 minutes during the day, 7 days a week
• Better bus connections to train stations and Melbourne Airport.
8. Safe bike routes across the western suburbs.
• The health benefit savings far outweigh the cost of building new safe bike path
infrastructure that will encourage more people to ride for local trips to the shops,
school, or work
• The direct gross cost of physical inactivity to the Australian health budget in
2006/07 was $1.49 billion, equating to nearly $200 per inactive person per year.

Compiled by Rachel Lynskey
For Friends of the Earth, Sustainable Cities and Public Transport Not Traffic
9th October 2017
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