World Environment Day, Tuesday 5 June 2018
Dear Lily D’Ambrosio, Minister for Energy, Environment, and Climate Change
The world continues to witness concerning climate change impacts, from the rapid melting of the polar ice caps to back-to-back
bleaching of the Great Barrier Reef.
In Victoria, we have seen parts of the state experience the hottest and driest conditions on record and face heightened bushfire risk.
Unchecked climate change exposes Victorian communities to intensifying heatwaves, bushfires, droughts, and extreme weather.
These impacts threaten public health, infrastructure, agricultural production, and the ability for Victorians to have a safe and
prosperous life.
Communities across the state are now taking action. Victorians are reining in emissions by becoming energy efficient and installing
solar. Others are working on projects to prepare their local communities for the impacts that are now unavoidable. The small town of
Tarnagulla in the Central Goldfields, for example, is now developing a community response plan to cope with extreme events.
On April 24, community members gathered in St Kilda to break the radio silence that exists on climate change in the Victorian
Parliament. Over fifty community members participated in a discussion about climate impacts, brainstormed positive solutions to the
issue, and formed unanimous agreement on the need for Victorian political
parties to take urgent action.
All political parties have a responsibility to protect Victorians from
dangerous climate change. The latest science emphasises that the effects
will exacerbate without immediate change.
All levels of government must take steps to rein in our contribution to
climate change and steer our economy towards zero emissions. Victoria
can do this by:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ceasing our reliance on fossil fuels and supporting the rapid
transition to 100 percent renewable energy
Holding coal, gas, and industrial polluters to account for their
contribution to climate change
Committing to science-based Emissions Reduction Targets for our
state
Upholding the state’s climate change laws (Climate Change Act
2017) and strengthening them over time.
Supporting communities that are now taking local action to tackle
climate change
Investing in positive solutions and accounting for climate risk in
the state budget

The Victorian government has the capacity to be ambitious when it comes to responding to climate change. It is essential for party
leaders to consider how to build a policy agenda around these key principles.
As a member of parliament who respect the community’s views on this important topic, and as a respected member of the Labor
party, we trust you will deliver this message to the Premier Daniel Andrews, to ensure he considers its contents and provides a
response.
There is a growing expectation for politicians to show leadership and decisive and consistent action on this important issue. A healthy
climate underpins a healthy Victoria. And this is something all political parties can support.
We look forward to your response.
Sincerely,
Act on Climate collective, Friends of the Earth, and community supporters

