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Friends of the Earth Melbourne acknowledges 
First Nations sovereignty and recognises that 
the land on which we work and meet was 
stolen during the violent colonisation of so 
called Australia. Friends of the Earth Melbourne 
is housed in Yálla-birrang on the Wurundjeri 
people’s land, Woiwurrung in the Kulin Nation. 
Our work takes us to other parts of the Kulin 
Nation - Dja Dja Wurrung, Boonwurrung, 
Wathaurrung, and Daungwurrung - as well as 
to Yorta Yorta, Gunditjamara, Gunai/Kurnai land 
and all around what is now known as Victoria. 

Friends of the Earth pay respect to Elders: past, 
present and emerging, and acknowledge the 
pivotal role that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people continue to play within the 
community and the struggle for environmental 
and social justice.

Friends of the Earth Melbourne is an independent, 
community-based organisation working towards 
an ecologically sustainable and socially just future. 
Friends of the Earth is membership-based, open 
to all people who share our vision. We are a local 
member group of Friends of the Earth Australia, 
which is in turn the national member of Friends 
of the Earth International, the largest grassroots 
environmental federation of environmental 
activists in the world and currently active in more 
than 70 countries. Friends of the Earth have been 
active in Melbourne since the early 1970s. 

In 2019/20 Friends of the Earth Melbourne 
continued to campaign for the interests of people 
and the planet on a range of issues including 
climate and energy justice, land and water,  
food and technology, economics for the earth 
and in support of indigenous land and rights. 



OuR ORGANISATIONAl AppROACh
anti-hierarchical. We strive to reflect 
our values in the way that we work 
together by operating on a collective 
basis, and utilising the consensus 
decision-making model.

Friends of the Earth Melbourne has 
a strong ‘movement’ focus in its 
work, seeking to support strategic 
and effective community action for 
a sustainable and just future. This is 
reflected in our style of campaigning, 
which often occurs within alliances. 
We are willing to apply significant 
resources into ‘un badged’ campaigning. 
This means that we have helped build 
community power rather than just our 
own organisational power, and our 
public profile is lower than could be 
expected. The benefit of this approach 
is that it helps empower and create 
space for our local partners to step 
forward and fully own local campaigns 
within their own local communities. 
This approach has shown it can, and has, 
delivered powerful results, such as the 
permanent ban on fracking in Victoria. 

We operate through a range of tactics, 
including involvement in government 
planning processes, research and policy 
development, community education 
and outreach, alliance building, advocacy 
and education, and peaceful protest. 

There are millions of Australians who 
are working towards a better future 
in their homes, their workplaces, their 
families and through political action. 
We believe that it will be collective 
action happening on multiple levels, 
from the individual to the global, that 
will create the conditions that will allow 
our society and economies to shift to a 
sustainable footing. Friends of the Earth 
Melbourne believes that social and 
environmental justice are inextricably 
linked and we approach our work from 
a climate and social justice frame; 
organising in a way that empowers 
individuals and communities.

Friends of the Earth Melbourne 
recognises that environmental and 
climate justice requires gender justice 
and that system change cannot 
be achieved without dismantling 
patriarchy and the mutually reinforcing 
oppressions of racism, sexism, ageism, 
class, capitalism and discrimination 
based on sexuality, gender or disability. 
We actively support the rights of 
women, First Nations people, people 
of colour, minority ethnic groups, 
the young and the aged, LGBTQIA+ 
community, people with disabilities, 
the working class and the unemployed. 
We are proudly anti- patriarchal, 
anti-oppression, anti-capitalist and 



2019/20 IN REVIEW
Campaign Coordinator’s 
report by Cam Walker 
We often see the word ‘unprecedented’ 
being used about the events of recent 
months. Sadly, it is an apt description 
of the year we have just lived through, 
and the impacts on people, landscapes 
and the economy have been enormous. 
What has struck me during this time 
is the strength and resilience of the 
Friends of the Earth community.

From spring 2019 we knew that it would 
be a bad fire season. We had a Code Red 
day in November, big fires in December, 
and by early January, much of the east 
of the state was in flames. In total, 
more than 1.2 million hectares burnt 
— making it the largest bushfire in our 
state since 1939. Hundreds of homes 
were lost and townships like Mallacoota 
were isolated and nearly burnt to the 
ground. The impacts on local economies 
were devastating. Five people died. And 
the ecological impacts were enormous:

•  31% of VIC’s rainforests have burnt,  
as well as 24% of wet or damp forests, 
and 34% of lowland forests

•  100% of the potential habitat of East 
Gippsland galaxias (a small native fish) 
have burnt 

•  40% of sooty owl, long-footed 
potoroo, diamond python, brush-
tailed rock-wallaby and long-nosed 
bandicoot habitat has burnt

Disaster often brings out the best in 
people, and this is the memory many 
of us hold of last summer’s fires: the 
mutual aid and solidarity, the ability 
of communities to self organise, and 
literally millions of small acts of empathy 
and kindness. All these things remind us 
of the basic goodness of humans.

Friends of the Earth swung into 
action. After the fires we worked with 
grassroots wildlife carer centres and 
networks across fire affected areas 
to rescue wildlife and provide food 
to survivors. We connected with 
members and supporters in fire zones. 

We triggered a state government 
investigation into over clearing of 
vegetation after the fires.

Then the pandemic happened. Lockdown 
has been hard, individually and across 
the community. We have sought to 
look after staff and volunteers and 
the broader community wherever 
and however we can. The Food Co-op 
adapted quickly to the new conditions, 
and has remained open throughout the 
lock down, providing good, nutritious 
food to our members and the broader 
community. We really must acknowledge 
the remarkable efforts of the co-op staff 

during the long lockdown, when all the 
rest of the staff and volunteers were 
working from home.

As for everyone, it has been a tough 
couple of months. The co-op has 
suffered financially and it has been 
hard on everyone to be separated from 
friends, family and colleagues. But 
the Friends of the Earth community 
remains strong. And our campaigns 
have done some incredible work during 
a difficult year.

Despite the external impacts of fire and 
the Coronavirus, our campaigns have 
had a wildly productive year.



We launched a campaign against new 
gas developments in Victoria, and 
mobilised to defend the legacy of the 
moratorium on drilling of onshore 
conventional gas which we helped 
secure back in 2014.

Our Act on Climate collective built on 
the momentum generated in 2018-19 
and entered a new phase of work as 
we built our connections with climate 
affected communities, such as at 
Inverloch in South Gippsland, where 
storm surge is causing major damage 
to coastlines. We continued to mobilise 
new constituencies and keep the 
pressure on the Victorian government 

to get on with the necessary 
transformation of our electricity sector. 
Encouraging the government to adopt 
science-based emission reduction 
targets (ERTs) has been a major focus 
of our campaign work over the past 
year. Friends of the Earth have driven 
the statewide campaign to see the 
government adopt science-based 
targets for the last four years.

Our Yes 2 Renewables campaign 
has focused on ‘getting things built’. 
We understand the need for a rapid 
transition of our energy sector away 
from coal to 100% renewables and 
storage. In arguing for transition we 

have always pushed for governments 
to get on with supporting projects that 
will drive job creation. Our successful 
campaign for the Victorian Renewable 
Energy target (VRET) highlights the 
value of this approach. The VRET has 
been responsible for restarting the 
rollout of large scale renewable projects 
in the state. In 2019/20, we have turned 
our attention to Gippsland. We have 
championed the Delburn wind project, 
proposed for the Strzelecki Ranges, and 
the Star of the South offshore wind 
project planned for South Gippsland. 
We have deepened our connection with 
trade unions and local communities.

Friends of the Earth have continued a 
successful partnership with the Public 
Transport Users Association through our 
Sustainable Cities campaign. Through 
this work, we have become an important 
voice for sustainable transport, able 
to link grassroots community groups 
opposing specific projects like the North 
East Link, while engaging deeply at the 
state level in policy development, lobby 
efforts and media work.

Anthony Amis continued his decades-
long work on forests, biodiversity 
and waterways in Gippsland. He 
significantly increased public and 
government knowledge of the threats 
posed to Victoria’s only endemic 
koala population (the Strzelecki Koala) 
through extensive on-ground survey 
work . He also continued to highlight 
the impacts of chemicals on waterways 
and biodiversity.

The River Country campaign continued 
as a significant voice in efforts to see our 
inland rivers allocated the water they 
need to sustain themselves and greater 
traditional owner involvement in decision 
making in the inland river systems.

We continued our decades long 
campaign against federal government 
plans to impose a national nuclear 
waste dump on communities in South 
Australia. We have been opposing - and 
winning - against this proposal since 
the early 2000s.

And as always, we provided extensive 
logistical, campaign and strategic 
support to a range of local community 
run campaigns around the state.



The Growing  
Resistance to New Gas
From 2011 until 2017, Friends of the 
Earth played a key role in the successful 
campaign to win a permanent ban on the 
process of fracking (a dangerous drilling 
method used to access unconventional 
forms of gas), and a moratorium on 
all onshore conventional gas drilling 
and exploration in the state. Along the 
way, we also helped see off a number 
of plans for new coal mines in Victoria. 
The last year has seen us defend this 
great campaign legacy, while mobilising 
to oppose a new fossil fuel threat – the 
prospect of Victoria opening up large 
sections of ocean to gas exploration and 
drilling along much of the west coast.

The ban on fracking is safe. 

However, on June 16, the Victorian 
Upper House voted on legislation that 
will lift the onshore gas exploration and 
drilling moratorium - in place since May 
2014 - on June 30, 2021. Sadly, only four 
parties opposed lifting the moratorium: 
Andy Meddick (Animal Justice 
Party), Clifford Hayes (Sustainable 
Australia Party), Catherine Cummings 
(Independent), and The Greens. In the 
Lower House, only The Greens and 
independent Ali Cupper voted against it.

Friends of the Earth Melbourne have 
four campaign collectives working 
in this space: Act On Climate, Yes 2 
Renewables, Sustainable Cities, and 
a new group working against new 
gas proposals.

We thank all of the volunteers 
who were part of these collectives 
during 2019/20.



Friends of the Earth worked hard to 
mobilise rural and city communities 
to oppose the government’s plan to 
lift the moratorium. While we helped 
focus strong community anger over the 
government’s decision, the alignment of 
the ALP and LNP on this issue meant that 
we could not stop the vote going through.

Parallel to this campaign, we alerted 
the western Victorian community to 

the threats posed by plans to allow 
offshore gas drilling in state waters 
along the coast west from Cape Otway 
to the South Australian border. In 2018, 
the Andrews Government had released 
five new oil and gas exploration blocks 
off the Otway coast, stretching west to 
the South Australian border.

We worked with a range of community 
groups, including Protect the West - 
formed during the fracking campaign, 

and people and businesses involved in 
tourism along the coast to oppose the 
allocation of exploration permits. The 
surfing community and local climate 
action groups also strongly supported 
the campaign.

Given that we were operating under 
lock down conditions for much of 2020, 
we organised a range of innovative 
events, including a ‘virtual’ paddle out 
in early June 2020.

Despite the tender process having 
closed in February 2019, the state 
government still hasn’t yet announced 
successful bidders for the exploration 
permits. In the coming year we will 
continue to campaign to see the tender 
process cancelled.



Act On Climate
Friends of the Earth’s Act on Climate 
collective built on the momentum 
gathered in 2018-19 into the campaign 
to see Victoria become a leader on 
climate justice action into a new phase.

2019 brought fresh voices into 
the debate by working alongside 
communities – like residents in 
frontline communities such as in 
Inverloch – and by organising a 
delegation of the inspirational School 
Strikers to meet the Victorian Minister 
for Climate Change, Lily D’Ambrosio.

Friends of the Earth targeted and 
singled out ‘the Climate Blockers’ - large 
corporations who stand in the way of 
making Victoria a climate justice leader. 
We put them on the back foot, taking a 
contingent of community and activists on 
a walking tour of their corporate offices, 
conducting a snap rally in collaboration 
with Extinction Rebellion at Energy 
Australia, and organising a special delivery 
of coal to their offices for Christmas.

A key component of the campaign in 
2019 was energising the community 
around a message of ‘leading the 

drive for less than 1.5’. Alongside 
Environment Victoria, Friends of the 
Earth organised dozens of meetings 
and surprise visits to key Victorian 
Labor MPs ensuring the message was 
heard loud and clear.

As the campaign moved into 2020, 
the team geared up for the final push 
of the campaign. Friends of the Earth 
facilitated over 1,500 conversations 
across the state via our socially distant, 
postcard petition. We organised two 
memorable human signs at Monash 
University and Hepburn Wind farm. 

These events both reorientated the 
campaign in regional Victoria, and put 
pressure on Victorian Premier, Dan 
Andrews, by demonstrating support for 
science-based targets in his electorate.

The COVID-19 pandemic forced us to 
adapt our strategies and actions, we 
cancelled our Week of Action (with 
events planned across the state) 
and moved much of our work to the 
digital realm where we continued to 
mobilise the community into actions 
to demonstrate the strong support for 
science based ERTs.



Yes2Renewables
This year our Yes2Renewables collective 
has continued to champion the benefits 
of wind and solar for climate action 
throughout Victoria. At the state level 
our signature campaign achievement 
was building on our legacy by securing 
passage of a legislated increase to 
Victoria’s Renewable Energy Target 
from 40% by 2025 to 50% by 2030. Over 
the decade the policy is expected to 
create over 12,000 jobs, and in terms 
of emissions is the equivalent of taking 
655,000 cars off the road. 

Over the year Friends of the Earth 
focussed on accelerating the transition 
to renewable energy in Gippsland, 
home to the state’s aging coal-
fired power stations. Our strategy 
has been to champion the rollout 
of new renewable energy projects 
in the region, which will be key to 
decarbonising Victoria’s electricity 
system whilst delivering tangible 
economic benefits for communities 
currently reliant on fossil fuels.

Friends of the Earth have been 
collaborating with unions on the 
establishment of Australia’s first 
offshore wind farm, the landmark Star 
of the South project. Star of the South 
is a proposed offshore wind farm in 
the Bass Strait east of Yarram and 
would connect to transmission in the 
Latrobe Valley. The project is expected 
to create over 10,000 jobs during the 

construction phase, and generate 
enough electricity to power 1.2 million 
homes, roughly 20% of Victoria’s 
electricity demand, and has potential 
to avoid up to 10.5 million tonnes of 
greenhouse gas emissions.

In addition to supporting the union 
movement’s activities in favour of 
offshore wind, throughout the year 
Friends of the Earth made several visits 
to Gippsland to visit communities in 
the Latrobe Valley, the Strzelecki Ranges 
and Gippsland South, who have a stake 
in the region’s transition to renewable 
energy, highlighting success stories and 
the benefits of renewable energy on 
social media.

Friends of the Earth participated in 
public consultation processes run 
by Star of the South and the federal 
government including consultation 
into draft ‘Offshore Clean Energy 
Infrastructure’ laws which will 
govern the approval and operation of 
offshore wind and other marine-based 
renewable energy technologies in 
Commonwealth waters. Without these 
national offshore wind laws, landmark 
projects like the Star of the South are 
unable to go ahead.

Throughout the year, Friends of the 
Earth launched digital actions to unite 
community and industry voices on the 
importance of advancing the offshore 
wind sector.



Sustainable Cities
Friends of the Earth have continued a 
successful partnership with the Public 
Transport Users Association in the 
work completed by our Sustainable 
Cities collective. 

The transport sector is Melbourne’s 
second-largest and fastest-growing 
emitter of carbon emissions. In order 
to mitigate the effects of climate 
change, it’s imperative that Melbourne 
moves away from car travel and 
towards mass-transit options that 
are better for our health, wellbeing, 
environment, and the economy. 

Melbourne is a rapidly developing city 
with our population reaching 5 million. 
Friends of the Earth is working towards 
ensuring that Melbourne’s public 
transport can support our growing city. 
In order to ensure everyone has the 
ability to access all that Melbourne has 
to offer, each person should have the 
option to take public transport. 

This year the campaign focused on 
building momentum for the Melbourne 
Metro 2 (MM2) rail tunnel, working with 
communities to push back against the 
North East Link toll road, and working 
with the Disability Resources Centre to 
push for accessible public transport.

In November 2019, we highlighted an 
overall issue facing Victoria’s public 

transport planning, many of Victoria’s 
transport projects currently being built 
are based on the 1969 Melbourne 
Transportation Plan, a fifty-year-old 
plan which was mainly dedicated 
to roads. We marked the 50th 
anniversary of this plan with an action 
on Parliament steps, calling for a new 
plan that focuses on public transport 
to support Melbourne’s growing 
population and help reduce emissions.

#RethinkNElink

Friends of the Earth continue working with 
locals who are being directly impacted by 
the $16 billion North East Link toll road. 
This work seeks to showcase alternatives 
to the project such as Doncaster Rail and 
Melbourne Metro 2.

In September 2019, Friends of the Earth 
delivered a petition on behalf of 700+ 
people to politicians at Parliament 
calling on ministers to rethink the 
North East Link. 



#BuildMM2

Melbourne Metro 2 (MM2) is the logical 
next step for Melbourne’s transport 
infrastructure, connecting the Mernda 
line to the Werribee line, it would 
vastly increase transport capacity in 
Melbourne’s fastest growing areas, the 
West and North. It would also better 
connect education and medical hubs in 
Parkville and Fishermans Bend, whilst 
increasing capacity on the City Loop and 
across Melbourne’s transport network. 

This year, Friends of the Earth have 
been building community support 
through publishing research, holding 
community forums, running workshops 
and through our online petition. 

Friends of the Earth thank students Eric 
Scholz, Jameel Gammal, Mike Lam and 
JP Bulman from Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute in the US, who completed an 
extensive report, and made a website 
showcasing the benefits of Melbourne 
Metro 2 . 

End #lifelonglockdown

Equal access to public transport (trains, 
trams, buses, taxis, and ride shares) is 
a human right. Victorian activists have 
been campaigning for a fully accessible 
transport system for almost 50 years. 
According to the National Disability 
Standards for Accessible Transport, 
Victoria’s transport system is required 
to be 80-90% accessible by 2022, but 
the Victorian government is far from on 
track to meet this deadline. 

This year, Friends of the Earth partnered 
with the Disability Resources Centre to 
roll out a successful online selfie action 
calling on the Victorian government 
to end #LifelongLockdown, and 
prioritise making transport accessible 
for everyone with access issues. The 
collaboration with the Disability 
Resources Centre will continue into the 
future to ensure all Melburnians have 
the opportunity to participate in all 
that Melbourne has to offer.



Friends of the Earth’s ACE Nuclear-
Free collective, have been working 
for over 35 years supporting 
Traditional Owner voices and 
community resistance to the spread 
of the nuclear industry in Australia. 

National Nuclear Waste Dump 

Friends of the Earth continue to 
support community campaigns against 
proposals for a national nuclear waste 
dump in South Australia in 2019/20. 

Days before Matt Canavan resigned 
as Federal Resources Minister in 
early February, he announced that 
Napandee, near Kimba in South 
Australia’s Eyre Peninsula, would be 
the site for Australia’s nuclear waste 
dump. While the Federal government 
continues to target a postcode, 
Friends of the Earth fight for a fair and 
independent assessment of all nuclear 
waste storage options for the national 
issue of nuclear waste. 

Adelaide based National Nuclear Free 
Campaigner, Dr Jim Green continues 
working on the waste issue with local 
nuclear free campaigners, farmers and 
local community in Kimba and civil 
society groups like trade unions. 

In 2019/20 Friends of the Earth 
engaged with governmental processes 
like the Senate Inquiry into the 
proposed National Radioactive Waste 
Management Amendment Bill. This bill 
names Napandee as the sole proposed 
site for a nuclear waste dump. This is 
despite unanimous opposition from 
Barngarla Traditional Owners and an 
outcry from local farmers, and before 
the conclusion of the Senate Inquiry 
looking into the Bill. 94% of submissions 
to that inquiry have opposed the bill.

uranium Mining

Friends of the Earth are working to 
resist expansion of the uranium mining 
industry, including important work 
challenging the planned expansion of 
the Olympic Dam uranium mine in SA. 

Friends of the Earth also travelled to 
the Yeelirrie Solidarity Camp in Western 
Australia on Tjiwarl lands to stand with 
Traditional Owners who say no to a 
uranium mine on their land. Friends of 
the Earth were privileged to host one 
of the Aunties from Yeelirrie in Naarm 
/ Melbourne, who spoke to protesters 
gathered for the International Mining and 
Resources Conference in October, 2019.

Nuclear power

At a national level, Friends of the 
Earth worked to challenge a push 
from ultra-conservative politicians 
for nuclear power through our work 
on three parliamentary inquiries (At 
Federal level, in NSW and in Victoria) 
and through mainstream media 
and community education. Friends 
of the Earth continue to work to 
protect Australia’s ban on nuclear 
power from efforts to remove it from 
the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conversation (EPBC) Act, 
and attempts to weaken governance  
of uranium mining.



Movement Building

As relationships are still central to our 
campaigning, Friends of the Earth 
focussed on strengthening ties across 
Australia and the world by participating 
in national strategy discussions, taking 
part in the annual meeting of the First 
Nations-led Australia Nuclear Free 
Alliance (ANFA) in October, 2019, and 
sending a delegate to the No Nukes 
Asia Forum in Taiwan.

Friends of the Earth were excited 
to finish a four year project to sort 
archives of over 40 years of nuclear free 
campaigning history. Special thanks to 
Sam Gibbard and his dedicated team of 
volunteers who made that possible.

Our efforts to educate and engage 
people in nuclear included fostering 
grassroots discussions about nuclear 
power and climate change, working 
alongside climate activists. Friends  
of the Earth continued our support  
of voices of nuclear resistance by 
funding the Radioactive Show on  
3CR Community Radio.

Radioactive Tour on hold

Friends of the Earth volunteers put a 
lot of effort over the year preparing 
for another Radioactive Tour set 
to take place in April 2020, which 
was cancelled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Over this strange time, the 
collective continue to meet, promoting 
nuclear issues with new and innovative 
social media initiatives and worked 
tirelessly as we prepare to challenge 
the government’s attempt to impose a 
nuclear waste dump on the unwilling 
community of Kimba and expand the 
nuclear industry in Australia.



Friends of the Earth have 3 active 
campaign collectives working on 
land and water issues in Victoria. 
They are Victorian Forests, River 
Country, and the Strzelecki Koala 
Action Team (SKAT).

Throughout the 2019/20 period, 
Friends of the Earth offered, and 
continue to offer, in-kind and 
material support for the Djab 
Wurrung Heritage Protection 
campaign to save trees slated to be 
removed and destroyed by Major 
Road Projects Victoria’s Western 
Highway expansion.

We thank all of our hundreds of 
volunteers who worked so hard on  
land and water issues in 2019/20.

Victorian Forests
Back during the lead up to the 
November 2018 state election, Friends 
of the Earth ran it’s largest ever 
grassroots mobilisation, letterboxing 
well over 100,000 homes, organising 
hundreds of events and holding many 
thousands of conversations. We put 
forests firmly on the political agenda. 
Sadly, government commitments to 
deliver forest protection during the 
election failed to be delivered, and so 
in 2019 we refocused our campaign on 
building the case for a rapid transition of 
our timber industry out of native forests.

After the election, our key campaign 
staff - Ed Hill, Sarah Day and Maggie 
Riddington – finished working with the 
campaign, so our efforts were greatly 
reduced during 2019. However, we 
were able to keep the forests issue alive, 
contribute to policy development and 
critique destructive actions by the state 
government’s logging agency, VicForests. 
We worked with other environmental 
groups to organise a major rally to 
show that the community wanted the 
Andrews government to protect the 
places and wildlife we love – our National 
Parks, forests, rivers, beaches, oceans, 
native plants and animals.

In November 2019, the Victorian 
government announced the protection 
of 96,000 hectares of forests in 
eastern Victoria and the ‘complete 
and immediate’ protection of 90,000 
hectares of old growth forest. We 
called on the government to legislate 
formal protection in new national parks 

or secure conservation reserves of all 
these forests and announce the details 
on the planned transition plan for the 
native forest industry.

Sadly, before the full details of the 
plan were released, the summer’s fires 
changed the government’s focus.

After the fires, we were able to get a 
state government investigation into 
over clearing of vegetation after the 
fires, especially in East Gippsland. We 
also identified a new threat to natural 
ecosystems. The timber/ pulp industry 
has been calling for ‘salvage’ logging to 
be allowed, possibly including within 
national parks.

Forest ecologists have warned that it 
could take up to a century for some 
wetter forests to recover from salvage 
logging. Clearly we must move rapidly 

to transition the native forest industry. 
‘Business as usual’ logging is no longer 
an option. We campaigned against the 
proposal to allow salvage logging in 
forests in the east of the state.

During the first half of 2020 we also 
restarted a ‘markets’ campaign, 
encouraging major retailers who 
stock timber and paper to use truly 
sustainable timber and pulp sources in 
their products.

Friends of the Earth also developed a 
detailed plan outlining how the state of 
Victoria should respond to fire seasons 
given the fact that climate change 
is making seasons longer and more 
intense. This was produced as part 
of our contribution to the Victorian 
government’s inquiry into the 2019/20 
fire season.



Mutual Aid -  
Food For Wildlife
Following the horrific bushfire season in 
Victoria, Friends of the Earth worked in 
collaboration with communities in East 
Gippsland to protect surviving wildlife 
.This work included the sourcing of nest 
boxes for native species and fruit for 
fruit bats, and assisting in networking 
individuals and organisations willing 
and able to assist in feed distribution 
with locals able to lead this process. 

Friends of the Earth played a logistical 
role in linking city folks with East 
Gippsland locals, creating food and 
box hubs, setting up a webpage with 
information, maps and opportunities 
to get involved, with the intention that 
these networks would continue to 
thrive long past our direct involvement. 

Food for wildlife and nest boxes hubs were 
established in Clifton creek, Granite Rock, 
Sarsfield, Mossiface, Bruthen,Buchan, W 

Tree, Sardine Creek and surrounds and 
Goongerah and surrounds. Although the 
effort was disrupted by the COVID-19 
epidemic, we were able to facilitate a 
number of connections and exchanges 
prior to March. 

The success of this project was in large 
part due to our existing relationships 
with East Gippsland locals, resulting 
from our ongoing energy and forest 
work in the area. A clear demonstration 
of the importance of the deep 
relationship work we have engaged in 
over many years. 

Many thanks to Laura Mastwyk, Kitty 
Carrigg, Kat Moore and Sarah Day for 
the roles they played in establishing 
these hubs and this network of mutual 
aid. Many thanks to the many volunteers 
and community members in East 
Gippsland that drove, delivered, picked 
up and distributed feed and nest boxes. 



River Country
Friends of the Earth’s River Country 
Collective continued to campaign for 
healthy rivers through 2019 - 2020. 
River Country combines creative action 
with grassroots community to highlight 
injustice and the need for integrity in 
the Murray Darling Basin. 

In September 2019 Friends of the Earth 
ventured out to Menindee for a second 
round of drag & variety show Darlings 
for our Darling with performers 
The Deadly Mix , Fox Pflueger, Lexia 
Layback and our very own Murray 
Cod. We ran a community screening 
of the Bentleigh Effect with 20 people 
in attendance to inspire people about 
change that’s possible even in face of 
complete devastation. 

Later in September organised protests 
at the Victorian Water Ministers Office 
as part of Extinction Rebellion’s Spring 
Rebellion and delivered the Fix The 
Plan - Community Strategy to Restore 
Integrity in the Murray Darling. 

In October, campaign coordinator 
Megan Williams joined the Yaama 
Ngunna Barka Corroboree Festival 
organised by Bruce Shillingsworth and 
Water for the Rivers for an incredible 
week of culture and connection to the 
rivers and deep history of this land.

In the new year, Friends of the Earth 
paid a visit to our allies in Swan Hill 
to discuss floodplain infrastructure 
planned and approved in red gum 
parks. As the first flows trickled down 
the Darling River in 3 years, Friends of 



the Earth ran an action to Flood The 
Minister, over 400 people emailed NSW 
Water Minister, Melnda Pavey, over her 
decision to allow extraction of the first 
flush before the water had travelled the 
length of the river. 

Friends of the Earth held a solidarity 
action in Melbourne in support of the 
Wilcannia Bridge Blockade that called 
out the impact of water trading on the 
flows in the Darling River. 

Campaign Coordinator, Megan Williams, 
spoke at the world premiere of When 
The River Run Dry at the Transitions Film 
Festival in Melbourne and organised 
the Pledge to Save the Baarka to run 
alongside these screenings. 

Unfortunately COVID 19 put a sharp 
end to that organising strategy and 
we transitioned to holding online 

discussions featuring film makers and 
guests from When the Rivers Run Dry 
and Margaret Simons on her quarterly 
essay Cry Me A River with Dubbo 
community Leader Mel Gray. We work 
closely with the LIfeblood Alliance and 
got behind their campaign to Buy Back 
More Water, running a petition and 
sharing the video. 

We’d like to thank the Tucker 
Foundation for their financial support 
and all the people that have gotten 
involved through River Country actions. 
With special thanks to Charlotte 
Borthwick, Zeb Peake, Fox Pflueger, 
Lexia Layback, Supre Schultz, Em 
Gayfer, Jack McPherson, Tori Ball, Phil 
Evans, Kristine Phillips and everyone in 
the Lifeblood Alliance. 



Chemicals and Pesticides
Friends of the Earth continued to work 
on pesticide and chemical issues over 
2019-2020.

Friends of the Earth again offered 
support to Gippsland residents alarmed 
about the decline of the Gippsland Lakes 
and lack of monitoring of biocides and 
other contaminants into the Lake system. 

In 2019, Anthony Amis gave a 
presentation to the Royal Australian 
Chemical Institute about a chemical 
links to insect die offs, and gave 
support to local residents in the 
Mornington region concerned 
about the spraying of Bifenthrin and 
Methoprene for mosquito control.

In March 2020, a report tabling the 
importation of foods breaching pesticide 
guidelines into Australia was published. 
The Pesticide Breaches and Australian 
Food Imports 2017-2019 report pointed 
the finger at imports of food largely 
from China and India, with the main 
breaches associated with the insecticides 
Carbendazim and Chlorpyrifos. 

Friends of the Earth reported a spray 
drift incident at Holey Plains State 
Park to the Victorian Department of 
Agriculture in June 2020. Investigators 
were sent to the site which abutted 
a recently logged and sprayed pine 
plantation owned by Hancock 
Victorian Plantations. Friends of the 
Earth is waiting on the details of 

the investigation and believes that 
hundreds of hectares were impacted by 
the aerial application of Glyphosate and 
Metsulfuron Methyl. 

Friends of the Earth continues to 
update the Australian Pesticide Map 
(https://pesticides.australianmap.net/), 
the Australian Drinking Water Map 

(https://water.australianmap.net/) and 
the Australian PFAS Map (https://pfas.
australianmap.net/) online resources..



Strzelecki Koala  
Action Team
Friends of the Earth significantly upped 
its workload in regards to Victoria’s only 
endemic koala population throughout 
2019-2020. 

A generous grant from the Tucker 
Foundation meant that Friends of the 
Earth could get back into urgently 
required survey work. Between 
November and the end of June, a total 
of 193 surveys had been conducted 
using a new koala survey methodology. 
A number of new koala colonies were 
identified, with the results of the survey 
work to be published in the second half 
of 2020 and will add new information 
about this unique koala population. 

In February 2020, details of a koala 
massacre in the state’s south west were 
emailed to Friends of the Earth. The 
message and photos were then uploaded 
to the Friends of the Earth website and 
within 24 hours a global media “feeding 

frenzy” began. The Victorian State 
Government, turned the site near Portland 
into a crime scene. Hundreds of koalas 
were injured and killed by new owners of 
the ex-bluegum plantation site. 

A visit to the region in February by 
Friends of the Earth also hinted at the 
suggestion that the recent massacre 
may not be the only place where koalas 
have been killed by bluegum companies 
and new landowners buying cleared 
bluegum plantations. 

A Friends of the Strzelecki Koala 
facebook group was established in 
late 2019 and Friends of the earth has 
been regularly receiving updates and 
uploading sightings and roadkills, along 
with survey results onto the Strzelecki 
Koala Map. 42 sightings were added 
to the map during 2020 with a roadkill 
hotspot occurring at Meeniyan with 
seven koalas killed there over a period 
of two months in January and February.

Economics for Earth
In 2019-2020 Friends of the Earth’s 
Economic Justice collective focused 
on building our legal capacity to bring 
corporate climate criminals to justice . 

Together Australian Bushfire victims 
with Friends of the Earth launched a 
claim against ANZ under international 
law to hold the bank accountable 
for financing fossil fuel projects that 
contribute to the climate crisis. The 
complaint demands that the bank 
disclose its high-risk greenhouse gas 
emissions, including indirect emissions 
resulting from its business lending 
and investment portfolio; and publish 
ambitious, concrete, and measurable 
targets to lower its indirect greenhouse 
gas emissions to limit global warming  
to 1.5°C. 

We seek to build International solidarity 
and actively work with Friends of the 
Earth groups around the world fighting 
human rights and environmental 
violations by Australian business. 

We thank the many volunteers who 
contributed to our campaign areas.



The Food Co-operative
The Friends of the Earth Food Co-op is 
a shining example of the long-lasting 
capabilities of a social enterprise, 
promoting a socially equitable and 
environmentally sustainable future. 
This financial year volunteers, school 
students, community members and 
co-ordinators worked towards inspiring 
the community to support ethical food 
production and waste reducing actions.

Friends of the Earth are committed 
to sourcing food and products based 
on their nutritional, ethical, social and 
ecological sustainability and continue 
to work with organic, biodynamic, local 
farmers and producers in support of 
our local and global campaigns. This 
includes our ongoing dedication to 
invest in Fairtrade, palm oil free, GMO 
free, and pesticide free products and 
plastic free alternatives in support of 
our local and global campaigns.

We have built up a real buzz around the 
Towards Zero Waste Hub, attracting 
new community members and 
volunteers with a passion for waste 
reduction and sustainability. Together 
we shared skills, knowledge and took 
further actions to reduce waste. We 
have estimated the Food Co-op and 
café have diverted 15 years’ worth 
of organic food waste and stopped 
thousands of pieces of single use 
packaging, containers, jars and bags 
from going into landfill.

We welcomed Brighton Grammar staff 
and students to the Food Co-op as part 
of the Lord Mayor’s Youth Philanthropy 
program. As a result of this visit we 
were chosen as one of the recipients 
for the grant. We had an inspiring and 
active conversation focusing on how 
school canteens can become plastic 
free, discussed workshop ideas for 
reducing waste and how we can stop 
plastic pollution going into waterways.

With the help of the Lord Mayor’s 
Charitable Foundation Grant and the 
Operations team, we were able to 
install the much overdue POS system 
in February providing improvements 
in sales, customer satisfaction and 
internal financial systems. 

The first half of 2020 has been like no 
other, with our communities dealing 
with the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
has seen the Food Co-op respond 
with resilience and work hard to meet 
the challenges of operating through 
a pandemic. With so many people in 
the community concerned we would 
close during restrictions, we were able 
to reassure them that as an essential 
service the Food Co-op would remain 
open through stage 3 & 4 restrictions 
to provide bulk groceries, fresh produce 
and take away lunch bowls.

We have since introduced a COVID-Safe 
plan focusing on physical distancing 
and strict hygiene practices. This saw us 



reconfiguring the shop space, providing 
appropriate sanitising stations and 
an increase in day to day cleaning and 
disinfecting. Safety screens have been 
installed for contactless checkout and a 
new online shop has been developed for 
click and collect online shopping orders. 

The Food Co-op’s new website designed 
by Tasha has given us a digital presence 
expanding our community engagement 
during COVID-19. Again with the 
help of the Lord Mayor Charitable 
Fund we were able to quickly set up 
Click + Collect. The online ordering 
system gave us the ability to provide 
contactless shopping and practice 
physical distancing. We would like to 
thank the City of Yarra for providing 
funding for biodegradable and reusable 
packing. This was essential in helping 
to set up a sustainable and waste 
conscious online shopping service.

We worked closely with CoHealth 
to continue to provide subsidised 
meals and shopping for the Café 
Meals Program during Covid-19. This 
service gives a month’s worth of $10 
meal cards that can be used daily for 
groceries and meals. We were able to 
change the service so multiple cards 
could be used a day to ensure recipients 
could stay safe at home.

We are extremely thankful to Friends 
of the Earth members and the local 
community for their continued effort 
to make ethical choices when it comes 
to food production, reducing waste and 

the environment, and are especially 
thankful for their ongoing support 
of Friends of the Earth through this 
challenging time. 

We would also like to thank all the 
inspiring volunteers we farewelled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
volunteers are integral in making 
the Food Co-op a dynamic, safe and 

inclusive community space and we 
can’t wait to welcome everyone back.

Lastly, a special thank you to Colin 
and Joanna for continuing the Fitzroy 
Community Garden composting 
program, and to FoE Operations, Larry, 
Em, Meghan, Viddie, Hilda, Rempei, Remi, 
Souma and Astrid for their amazing 
commitment to the Food Co-op.



Dirt Radio
Dirt Radio airs weekly, Tuesdays at 
9:30am, on 3CR Community Radio. 
In 19/20 it was hosted by Em Gayfer, 
Megan Williams,Phil Evans and John 
Langer, with co-hosting from Lucinda 
Walker and Larissa Milsum. The 
show features Friends of the Earth 
campaigners and activists digging 
down into the dirt on important 
environmental and social justice issues.

Topics cover all our campaign frontlines 
from coastlines washing away in 
Inverloch, court cases led by the 
Friends of the Leadbeater’s Possum, 
the opportunities of offshore wind and 

the political roadblocks standing in its 
way. We’ve talked rivers, barriers to 
accessible public transport, no new gas, 
koala massacres, how social movements 
survive social distancing, the risks of 
increasing police powers under state of 
emergency and the role of cooperatives 
in the new world we’re building. 

From October 2019 - February 2020 
Em and Megan teamed up to produce 
45 Years of Creative Resistance - A 
Friends of the Earth Herstory series 
that explored our campaigns and 
eclectic stories through the years. The 
series covered topics ranging from the 
organisation’s origins in anti-nukes and 

Project Jonah’s anti-whaling, through 
to exposing early climate frontlines, 
celebrating the FoE Australia and FoE 
International networks, freeways, 
forests and Food Coop Balls. There’s a 
story in there for everyone to enjoy.

The Dirt Radio team have faced unique 
challenges this year under Covid-19 
lockdown restrictions that have 
impacted 3CR’s broadcasting. Since 
mid March 2020, the team have been 
producing shows remotely from home, 
finding creative ways to tell stories of 
FoE campaigns and the impacts of the 
global pandemic. 



Governance
Friends of the Earth Melbourne’s 
Committee of Management (called the 
Policy and Advisory Committee, or PAC), 
has responsibility for oversight of finances, 
strategic development, and governance 
and risk assessment for the organisation. 

The members of the PAC in 2019/20: 

• Beth Cameron 

• Campbell Walker 

• David Robertson

• Rodney Vlais 

• Samantha Castro

• Lee Tan

• Naomi Pullen

• Li Mei Brusey

On a day-to-day level all campaign 
collectives manage their own affairs. 
Once a month all campaigns attend the 
strategy meeting, which is where whole-
of-organisation decisions are taken. 

The Committee of Management (PAC) 
acts in an oversight role to strategy. 
The Gift Fund Committee is responsible 
for decisions regarding allocations of 
donations received.

 All Friends of the Earth members are 
encouraged to take an active role in the 
organisation and are eligible to stand for 
the PAC and Gift Fund Committee, which 
are appointed each year at the AGM.

 There are weekly campaigners’ 
meetings, and working groups are 
established as needed to deal with 
state based issues.

Staff 
• Food Co-operative Coordinators:  

Beth Cameron, Genevieve Fry,  
Pauline Renkin & Karri Cameron

• Operations Coordinator:  
Samantha Castro

• Campaigns Coordinator: Cam Walker

• Finance Coordinator: Tara Stevenson

• Fundraising Coordinator:  
Jemila Rushton

• Development Coordinator: Phil Evans

• Digital & Communications 
Coordinator: Kat Moore

• Finance System Upgrade 
Coordinator: Em Gayfer

• Act On Climate Coordinator:  
Leigh Ewbank 

• Act on Climate Campaigner:  
Anna Langford

• Yes 2 Renewables Coordinator:  
Patrick Simons

• River Country Coordinator:  
Megan Williams

• Energy Justice Victoria Coordinator: 
Kate Wattchow

• Anti-nuclear, Clean Energy 
Coordinator: Jess Lawson,  
A.C Hunter and Johan Kettle

• Sustainable Cities Coordinator:  
Rachel Lynskey & Claud Gallois

• Mutual Aid Collective  
(Food 4 Wildlife): Kitty Carrigg



Thank You

Volunteers

• Alice Knowles, Andy Taylor, Anthony 
Amis, Charlotte Borthwick, Fox 
Pflueger, Gabriela Burdiles,Jack 
McPherson, Jill Koppel, Kristine 
Phillips, Lavanya Pant, Laura 
Mastwyk, Lexia Layback, Limei 
Brusey, Lucinda Walker, Marelle 
Davey, Sarah Day, Supre Schultz, 
Tori Ball, Phoebe Mason, Zeb Peake 
and many more!

• Eric Scholz, Jameel Gammal, Mike 
Lam and JP Bulman from Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute in the US

• Operations Collective: Christy 
Mannion, Simon Grosser, Annie 
Hingston, and Frank Fichera

• Dirt Radio: Em Gayfer, Phil Evans, 
and Megan Williams

• Sam Gibbard and the archiving 
team. Thank you!

• All the wonderful Food Coop and 
other collective volunteers!

In kind and generous support:

• Graphic Design Tess Sellar 

• Graphic Design Somerset Bean

• Artist: Sam Wallman

• Artist: Emily Cork

• Artist: Sorcha Avalon

• Artist: Maddie Stephenson

• Artist: Daniel Chittick

• Artist: Gemma Romiti

• Artist: Zoe Strapp Photography

• IT Support: Glenn Todd  
and Tony Mataulic

• Black Rainbow Printing

• Arena Printing

• Qualitops

• Cafe Gummo

• Hemp Wholesale WA

• Cooperative Power

• Guest Presenters at  
‘Walk This Way’ event

• Nick Williams -  
Friends of Merri Creek

• Pascale Pitot -  
Merri Murnong Project

• Sarah Houseman - Ceres 
Community Environment Park

• Rachel Deans - Market Forces

• Godfrey Moase - Cooperative Power



With thanks to our 
donors and supporters:
• All our members and monthly donors 

• Minax Uriel Pty Ltd and the  
NR Peace and Justice Fund

• The Spranz Family Foundation

• Australian Communities Foundation

• Friends of Gippsland Bush

• Australian Communities Foundation

• The Albert Tucker Foundation

• The Public Transport  
Users Association

• Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation

• Goodwill Wine

• The Inner North  
Community Foundation

• Lincoln Kern of the Microlaena Lawn 
Endowment at the APS Foundation

• The Melliodora Foundation

• BJR Family Group

• Lush

In memory of Dr Viv Waller- long  
time supporter of Friends of the Earth 
and other environmental and social 
justice causes.



FINANCIAl  
REpORT 2020

Statement by  
members of the PAC 
In the opinion of the members of the 
committee the financial report:

• Represents a true and fair view of the 
financial position of Friends of the 
Earth (Melbourne) Inc as at 30 June 
2020 and its performance for the year 
ended on that date in accordance 
with the Australian Accounting 
Standards,mandatory professional 
reporting requirements and other 
authoritive pronouncements of the 
Australian Accounting Standards Board.

• At the date of this statement, there 
are reasonable grounds to believe 
that Friends of the Earth (Melbourne) 
Inc will be able to pay its debts as and 
when they fall due. This statement is 
made in accordance with a resolution 
of the Committee and is signed for 
and on behalf of the Committee by:

Samantha Castro, Collingwood, Victoria

Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2020

2020 $ 2019 $
Assets
Current assets

Cash on hand and at bank 670,139.21 252,313.47
Short-term bank deposits 391,000.64 383,791.78
Receivables 133,035.49 13,774.77
Inventories on hand 47,930.02 47,220.69
Prepayments 12,461.06 0.00
Sundry debtors 117,402.62 343,503.45
Total current assets 1,372,969.04 1,040,604.16
Non-current assets
Plant and equipment 39,128.21 22,444.48
Property 547,634.00 0.00
Total non-current assets 586,762.21 22,444.48
Total assets 1,959,731.25 1,063,048.64
Liabilities
Current liabilities
Trade accounts payables 44,456.21 41,065.08
General accounts payable 25,795.79 127,502.06
Grants/income received in advance 107,082.72 68,768.51
Lease Liability - Right of Use Asset 71,481.00 0.00
Employee accrued expenses 0.00 24,695.36
Employee provisions 227,700.14 125,906.84
Total current liabilities 476,515.86 387,937.85
Non-current liabilities
Lease Liability - Right of Use Asset 486,626.00 0.00 
Employee provisions 86,783.10 107,616.91
Total non-current liabilities 573,409.10 107,616.91
Total liabilities 1,049,924.96 495,554.76
Net assets 909,806.29 567,493.88
Retained surplus & reserve
Opening retained surplus 309,608.94 333,312.58
Adjustment for adoption of AASB16 (4,516.00) 0.00
Surplus/(deficit) for the year 346,828.44 (29,959.51)
Transfer from/(to) building reserve 94,584.44 6,255.87
Closing retained surplus 746,505.82 309,608.94
Opening balance building reserve 257,884.94 264,140.81
Transfer from/(to) retained surplus (94,584.44 (6,255.87)
Closing balance building reserve 163,300.50 257,884.94
Total Retained surplus & reserve 909,806.32 567,493.88



Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income for the Year ended 30 June 2020

Expenditure
Cost of Goods Sold - Food Co-op 416,603.56 412,345.39
Cost of Goods Sold - Merchandise 526.56 2,816.56
Wages and Assoc. Cost 1,028,243.32 1,061,393.68
Administration Expenses 63,615.33 72,255.51
Rent and Outgoings 84,047.25 92,114.98
Fundraising Expenses 2,855.62 14,493.15
Campaigning Cost (inc Travel) 14,226.86 35,241.61
Bank Charges & Fees 14,529.86 13,054.10
Donations 2,501.27 14,842.81
Depreciation & Amortisation 6,652.42 3,284.86
Insurance 2,840.00 2,411.55
Gas, Electricity & Water 17,640.20 21,202.02
Audit Fees - Audit or Reviewing the Financial Report 4,680.00 2,750.00
Miscellaneous Expenses 4,045.51 71,156.97
Consultants 21,810.00 8,365.00
Legal & Government Fees 0.00 0.00 
Interest Expense 24,485.07 0.00 

1,709,302.83 1,827,728.19
Surplus/(deficit) for the year 346,828.44 (29,959.51)
Other comprehensive income $0.00 $0.00
Items that may be reclassified  
subsequently to Profit or Loss

0.00 0.00

Items that will not be reclassified  
subsequently to Profit or Loss

0.00 0.00

Total comprehensive income for the year 0.00 0.00 
Total comprehensive income attributable  
to the members

346,828.44 (29,959.51)

2020 $ 2019 $

Revenue

Food Co-op Sales 867,934.03 844,223.35
Merchandise Sales 752.23 3,159.05
Membership Subscription 13,777.23 13,499.99
Donations 408,182.72 355,588.97
Fundraising 42,910.63 59,236.74
Grant  Income 184,137.79 166,555.10
Bank Interest 7,970.63 12,860.85
Miscellaneous Income 517,687.60 341,934.88
Consultancy 2,278.67 0.00 
Proceeds on sales of Fixed Assets 0.00 0.00 
Legacies & Bequest 10,500.00 709.75

2,056,131.27 1,797,768.68





Friends of the  
Earth Melbourne Inc 
Address:  312 Smith Street, Collingwood  
Postal: Box 222, Fitzroy, 3065  
Phone:  03 9419 8700  
Toll Free:   1300 852 081  

(outside Melbourne): 

Website:  melbournefoe.org.au 

ABN:  68 918 945 471 

This report covers the  
financial year 2017/18


