
     The biggest challenge for non-profit charities is acquiring the fund-

ing needed to accomplish their mission.  Many fundraising activities 

involve trading volunteers time and effort (baking, sewing, selling, etc.) 

for donations.  These fundraising activities can be inconvenient for 

both the volunteers and the donors.  The conventional wisdom-

”There ain't no such thing as a free lunch” would seem to hold true. 

     What if there was such a thing as a “free lunch”?  In fact, there are 

several free lunches! 

     Amazon has set up a way that is the ultimate “free lunch” for 

Friends of PC West Foundation.  Amazon has set up a way for chari-

table organizations to raise funds with almost no effort on the part of 

the volunteers or donors.  The AMAZON SMILE program http://

smile.amazon.com/ch/90-0662025 allows individuals or organization 

to shop Amazon in the same way and pay the same prices as regular 

Amazon except for one big difference-Amazon donates 0.5% of eligi-

ble purchases to the accredited organization of the shoppers choice-

Friends of PC West Foundation! 

     This program works with both regular Amazon and Amazon 

Prime accounts and is absolutely simple to use.  Just log into your 

Amazon account and then select the link to indicate that you wish to 

support the Friends of PC West Foundation before you start shop-

ping.  This will associate the Foundation to your account and you 

won’t have to think about it again. 

     Every time you log into your account to shop you will see the indi-

cator in the upper left corner that you are supporting the Friends of 

PC West Foundation.  This is really big!  You can buy anything from 

Purina Goat Chow to diamond engagement rings to electronics and 

motor oil-anything you can buy from Amazon.   

     Donors do not have to be in the OKC area to support the Founda-

tion.  They can be anywhere in the world that can access Amazon.  

Additionally donors can share this link http://smile.amazon.com/

ch/90-0662025 with friends and family for use in personal and busi-

ness purchases.  Now is a perfect time for supporters to start using 

Amazon Smile.  Imagine sitting home enjoying hot chocolate and 

avoiding the crowds on Black Friday!  Get signed up now and be 

ready for our November Amazon Smile prize drawings in November 

and December.  Participants get one entry for each order over $25. 

     Donation matching is another “free lunch” that can really benefit 

the Friends of PC West Foundation.  Donation matching is when an 

employer matches the charitable donations of the employees.  Differ-

ent companies match at different rates and have caps on the amount 
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they will match.  The company I work for matches dollar for dollar up 

to $10,000/year starting with as little as $10/pay period.  Based on 26 

pay periods per year the company I work for would match the $260 

making the donation $520 for the year.  Some companies will make 

financial donations to charities of the employees choice based on the 

number of hours of volunteer work the employee donates (regardless 

of what charity is supported by the work).  For example, I can volun-

teer for Habitat for Humanity, the Food Band and Walk for Susan G. 

Komen and those hours can be used to donate funds to the Friends of 

PC West Foundation, Inc.  Some companies combine the dollar for 

dollar matching and the financial contribution based on volunteer 

hours worked.  I recommend contacting the Human Resources De-

partment for participation details for your company.  As with Amazon 

Smile, donors do not have to be located in the OKC area to support 

Putnam City West through the Foundation. 

     One final “free lunch” actually involves lunch and dinner!  For 

those of us in the OKC metro area the Foundation has negotiated 

with several local restaurant to donate up to 20% of the cost of meals 

to the Foundation.  We call these Patriots Night Out dinners and we 

support a different restaurant each of the first four Tuesdays of each 

month.  All that is required to support the Foundation is that you 

patronize the participating restaurant and identify yourself as a Friend 

of Putnam City West (you may have to put your receipt in a box).  

The prices are the same as for non “Friends” and the participating 

business donates up to 20% of the price of your meal to the Founda-

tion.  If you plan on dining out on a particular Tuesday check the 

schedule of events on the Foundation Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/275412609301516/ to see where 

we will be.  Come out and get reacquainted  with old friends, make 

new friends (or just hang out by yourself if you are shy) and support 

the Foundation in an absolutely passive way. 
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Calendar of Events 2014 
 

Remember Date Night- the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

Tuesday of the month.  Check Patriots Night Out on 

page 3 for details. 

 

December 2nd, 6:00P.M.–Come out to watch the first 

basketball game this year.  Girls at 6:00 and Guys follow 

that.  

 

December 8th, 6:30P.M.-Come to the Friends of 

PC West Foundation meeting to help our cause.  

Call Dick Click at 314-5380 to let him know you 

want to attend. 

The Free Foundation 

Lunch 
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     Each newsletter I will be introducing the alumni to the staff 

members at P.C.W.  Our first article will be on Coach Lenny Bert.  

He is the head coach of our basketball team. 

     Coach Bert began his career at P.C. West 4 years ago.  He came 

to West after serving as an assistant coach at Midwest City.  Coach 

Bert’s wife is Shannon Carothers Bert.  She is a Professor at the 

University of Oklahoma.  They have three daughters ages 8, 6 and 

4. 

     Coach Bert has an overall record at P.C.W. of 71-35.  The last 

two years West has been to the State Tournament.  They finished 

2nd in the toughest class in Oklahoma High School basketball 6A.  

They also finished the year with a record of 26-3.  Last year there 

were only 8 High School students in Oklahoma who signed Divi-

sion 1 basketball scholarships and 2 of them were from P.C.W.   

     This years team appears to be as strong if not stronger than last 

years team.  This years team has several players that are without a 

doubt, barring injury, going to be able to play D 1 College Basket-

ball.  The players to keep a close eye on this year are Senior Tyson 

Jolly who was outstanding last year until he had an injury that kept 

him out most of the season.  The doctors have finally released him 

to play and did he play in this years Blue and Gold game where he 

scored 33 points.  Senior Kemarrie Carter is going to be one of the 

toughest players in 6A.  Junior Tre Evans, has already committed to 

Oklahoma State, is new to the team but is going to be an outstand-

ing Patriot.  Junior Marquis Johnson appears to be better than last 

year.  Sophomore Nick Robinson is going to be strong on the 

boards and inside.  These young men are the new generation of 

studs when it comes to basketball.  They get up and down the court 

as fast as a college team and make you feel like the court is too 

short.  I saw some lay ups and slams last year that were as good as 

what I have seen in the NBA.  I hope you will put December 2nd 

on your calendar to come watch P.C.W. take on district rival P.C. 

North.   

     The girls game starts at 6:00P.M.  The Boys varsity game follows 

that.  Just about anyone that went to see P.C.W. play will tell you 

that it was the closest they have felt to being back in High School 

since they actually graduated and for this old man that has been 44 

years. 

     I along with almost everyone that did volunteer work with the 

Friends of PC West Foundation will tell you they are hooked and 

we have a great group of coaches and players.  Hope to see you at 

several games this season.   

Dick Click (70) 

Staff Members of P.C.W. 

Remembering OJ  

     As we approach the end of the year, we want to give Friends of PC 

West some reminders about charitable gifts that you might make 

directly to Friends of PC West Foundation, Inc.   

1. One way of gifting, that we have received, is the giving in 

Memory of a loved one, friend, alum or a person of influence 

such as a teacher or coach, etc.   

2. The gift could even be made specific for certain programs at 

West such as Band, Orchestra, Math or Science, Athletics, Dra-

ma, Teacher Appreciation, etc. 

3. Consider Gifts of Life Insurance:  You may have Life Insurance 

you no longer need, as they may be deductible for their replace-

ment value if they are paid up.  You may make or change your 

beneficiary options on existing policy(s), indicating a percentage 

or dollar amount to the Friends of PC West Foundation, Inc., as 

beneficiary or contingent beneficiary. 

     Now would be a great time to help us do more, Leaving a Legacy, 

for the present and future P. C. West Patriots. 

Ron Hise (70) 

     FRIENDS OF PC WEST FOUNDATION, INC. has 

been formed for the purpose of raising money and in-kind 

gifts in order to meet the needs of the student body and staff 

at our beloved alma mater. 
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Here is the current schedule of participating restaurants and their 

locations: 

     On the 1st Tuesday each month we will be eating out at JERSEY 

MIKE’S  

3800 N. MacArthur or 

2522 W. Memorial Rd.      

     On the 2nd Tuesday each month we will be eating at RIB CRIB 

4801 N.W. Expressway, just west of Meridian.  Start getting your 1-4 

person team ready for the Barbeque Relay Race in December.  

There will be 4 “legs” to the relay:   

(1) Eat 8 Ribs 

(2) Eat 12 Wings  

(3) Eat a barbeque sandwich  

(4) Eat 2 pieces of pie or cobber without using hands! 

     I’m going to issue the first challenge-’80’s graduating classes chal-

lenge the ‘70’s graduating classes.  All you “Old Timers” from the  

‘70’s need to pick your best barbeque eaters and bring you’re A-

game! 

     On the 3rd Tuesday we will be eating at JOHNNIES’S  

6629 N.W. Expressway, 

2652 W. Britton Road, 

13900 N. May Avenue or 

620 W. Danforth, Edmond 

     On the 4th Tuesday we will eat at HIDEAWAY PIZZA 

5501 N.W. Expressway, Warr Acres 

     These are 3 of the easiest ways to help the Friends of PC West 

Foundation, Inc. support our alma mater. 

Richard Holland (80)    

Memorial Contributions 
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     We have had such a great response to the Friends of PC West 

Foundation newsletter we are going to start at the first of the year 

publishing a newsletter every other month.  January-February will be 

your next newsletter. 

     I want to thank you for your interest and hope you will come get 

involved with the Foundation and your fellow Patriots. 

Karla Killinger (73) 

Patriots Night Out 

     One way to help the Foundation is to eat out.      

     First Tuesday of the month go to Jersey Mike’s between 

10AM-9PM at 3800 N. MacArthur or 2522 W. Memorial 

Road.  

     Second Tuesday meet us at Rib Crib at 4801 N.W. Ex-

pressway. 

     Third Tuesday we will be eating at  Johnnie’s at 6629 

N.W. Expressway, 2652 W. Britton Road, 6629 N.W. Ex-

pressway, 13900 N. May Avenue or 620 W. Danforth Road 

in Edmond. 

     Fourth Tuesday go to Hideaway at 5501 N.W. Express-

way. 

     Remember to tell the cashier you are supporting P.C . 

West.  They will donate 20% to the Friends of PC West  

Foundation’s general budget. 

Foundation Newsletter 

2nd Annual Friends of 

PC West Foundation, All 

Class Reunion Dinner 

     April 5,2014 we had the first Foundation Dinner “The Legacy of 

Patriots—Securing the Future”.  It was at the Central Oklahoma 

Homebuilders Association Event Center.  It you missed it you missed 

a great time.  The yearbook centerpieces were provided by the P. C. 

W.  Journalism teacher, Corinna Conant and the flowers were creat-

ed by Jackie Lilly, P.C.W. Alumnus.  Before dinner there was a silent 

auction with many wonderful items from Thunder gear to jewelry.  

The P.C. West Jazz Band provided music before the dinner.  Silver 

Strings provided the music during dinner.  The dinner was from 

Johnny Carinos. Then we heard from David Cotton, the first Student 

Council President and Regina Burchall, the first Miss Patriot.  The 

Current Principal, Mr. Buster Meeks and the current Wrestling 

Coach, Matt Goucher spoke.  All you mature Patriots will remember 

Coach Dick Close, he told us about his creation, OJ Bumpkin.  Then 

we heard from the current basketball coach, Lenny Bert.  He took 

last years basketball team to State and won the Silver Ball.  We heard 

from Dick Click, executive Board member of the Foundation, about 

the Foundation.  Ron Hise, executive Board member for the Founda-

tion, closed our evening. 

  I said all that to tell you that the plans are in the works to make the 

2nd Annual Friends of PC West Foundation, Inc. All Class Reunion 

Dinner even better.  The date is set APRIL 4, 2015.  Put  it on your 

calendar and come join the fun.  We will have a silent auction, dinner 

and dance.  We are discussing speakers.  All proceeds will go to help 

the staff and students of Putnam City West.  Details to follow. 

Karla Killinger (73) 

     My name is Rick McKinney and I graduated from P.C. West in 

1980.  I am creating the website for the Friends of PC West Foun-

dation, Inc. 

     My memories of West was how big the school was.  It was well 

maintained and clean looking.  We had new equipment and books.  

The kids there were very nice also.  I had moved from a school that 

was old and not nearly as nice.  I appreciated going to a nice school. 

     My wife is Gloria and is an R.N. in the “C’ Mod Clinic at the 

Veterans Hospital at the OU Health Science Center.  We have 

been married for 19 years.  Our daughter’s name is Emily Grace, 9 

years old who attends Charles Haskell Elementary in Edmond.  She 

is in 4th grade.  We have 2 shelters dogs, a golden retriever and a 

boxer mix.  I enjoy books on history, government, the Constitution, 

Declaration of Independence and the Founding Fathers.  My favor-

ite team is O.U. Sooners.  I’ve also been following the Cowboys 

since they have had Gundy as their coach.   

     After high school I started in Emergency Medical Services.  I 

had 10 years between AMCARE and EMSA.  Then I operated my 

own non-emergency transport business for 10 years.  Following that 

I obtained my B.S. Degree in Bible, from Oklahoma Christian 

University in Edmond.  I learned Computer Software Programming 

and Development from Francis Tuttle Technology Center.  Cur-

rently I founded, developed and operate “FreedomsNation” Online 

Social Community.  I build computers from scratch, home-

networks, graphic arts on computers, videos, etc. 

     I decided to help the Friends of PC West Foundation because I 

have followed it from almost the beginning.  While I am looking for 

a fulltime job in I.T.,  I not only get to help the Foundation, I get  

experience and possible work exposure. 

Rick McKinney (80) 

Website Creator 

     The Foundation is starting a Patriot Cookbook.  We need the 

Alumni to send in recipes.   

     To entry those recipes contact Linda Grennan via Facebook 

message or e-mail Linda at linda@grennan.com.  You also can send 

Dick Click a fax 405-605-6330 or e-mail at dclick@clickworld.net. 

Patriot Cookbook 

     The Foundation would like to thank everyone who got out and 

voted yes on the Bond Issue on August 26th.  It will not only help 

our alma mater but the whole P.C. District to be a better school sys-

tem. 
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Website Specialist 

     We want to thank Rick McKinney (80) former 

graduate of P.C. West that has stepped up to help 

us build a website.  We hope to have it up and run-

ning soon.  Look for details in the near future. 

 

Facebook 

     Please stay in touch with activities and the Patri-

ot Family.  We want the students of P.C. West to 

have the opportunities we had.  Check us out on 

FRIENDS OF PUTNAM CITY WEST FOUN-

DATION. 

     Richard Holland is a graduate of Putnam City West in 1980 and 

a member of the Advisory Board of the Friends of PC West Foun-

dation, Inc.  Also sits on the Fundraising Committee 

     Chemistry with Mr. Morgan and Physiology with Mr. Anderson 

were my favorite subjects and teachers.  Also, I liked Track.  I really 

liked throwing the discus.  Coach Irwin (Field Event Coach) was 

always supportive.  I lettered three years in track.  I am very appre-

ciative to all the teachers I had at P.C. West.    

     I liked all of High School!  The teachers and classes were great!  

I was well prepared for college.  I liked sports and we won at almost 

everything.  We entered into every contest expecting to win.  I per-

sonally won quite frequently also.  Winning was great for the school 

spirit in general and for my self esteem at the personal level. 

     I graduated from OSU but I have attended many colleges.  I 

received a BSEET (Bachelor Science Electrical Engineering Tech-

nology) from OSU. 

     I first became interested in Participating  in the Friends of PC 

West Foundation at the 1st Annual Alumni Dinner in April 2014.  

Shortly afterwards I attended a meeting of the Board of Directors 

and Advisory Board.  I was impressed with the caliber of people 

associated with the Foundation and their mission.  If you are think-

ing about getting involved with the Foundation you probably have an 

idea of the size and scope of the myriad of needs.  I think the op-

portunity is here for a volunteer to do as much or as little as they 

want.  I personally enjoy making a difference in a worthy cause.  I 

also like working with motivated people.  I highly recommend get-

ting involved!  I have had the opportunity to meet and work with 

and get to know some high quality people who think and act beyond 

themselves. 

     Marion Barton graduated from Putnam City West  in 1972.  

Marion is a member of the Executive Board and the Communica-

tion Chair for the Friends of PC West Foundation, Inc. 

     Marion’s favorite subject was history.  It is fascinating to learn 

what has happened in our past and why it happened.  My favorite 

teacher was Steve Ingram.  He was my History teacher and made 

the subject very interesting.     

     During his years at P.C. West Marion was in AV and the Sons 

of Liberty.  For those of you who may not know, that was our Boys 

cheering squad.  They took our bell that is in the court yard at P.C. 

West to the games.  Also the Pep Club and Sons of Liberty had 

some cheers they did together.  Graduation was my fondest 

memory of going to P.C.W. 

     Marion attended college at Central State University (now known 

as UCO).   After high school he married Wanda that also graduat-

ed in 1972 from West. 

     I became interested in the Friends of PC West Foundation after 

helping with the Class of 1970 Class Reunion.  Seeing how the 

school had changed and needed our help I became involved. 

     To someone who is thinking about getting involved with the 

Foundation, I can only say the interaction with graduates from 

P.C.W. has been wonderful.  It has been wonderful working to 

help the young people and teachers of  West.   They have been 

grateful.  It is a lot of work and we need your help.  If you enjoyed 

going to P.C. West then you will enjoy helping your alma mater.  

  

Advisory Board Member Executive Board Member 

Our Mission Statement! 

     According to the By-Laws are mission statement is: 

3. 501(c)(3).  The Corporation is organized exclusively for charitable purposes including for such purposes, the provision of services 

of the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Reve-

nue Code of 1986, as amended, or the corresponding provision of any future Untied States Internal Revenue Law (“Internal Rev-

enue code”), and to engage in any and all lawful activities that may be incidental or reasonably necessary to any of the foregoing 

purposes under the laws of the State of Oklahoma.  In fulfilling its objectives, the Corporation shall not directly or indirectly carry 

on any activities not permitted to be carried on by a corporation exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c( (3)) of the 

Internal Revenue Code.  

4. Specific Purpose.  FRIENDS OF PC WEST FOUNDATION, INC., provides financial support and assistance to Putnam City 

West High School.  The Corporation may from time to time provide funds to other schools as needed. 


