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Appeal Court Decision
Injured Miners Denied Their Day In Court
By
General Secretary Dave Hopper

Dave Hopper
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Continue
This vindictive Coalition
Government of Tories and Liberals
continue, at a pace, to deny the right
injured members many of whom
are suffering from serious industrial
in the coal industry and are in many
cases very vulnerable.
We do not see this Government
who are avoiding taxation to the
tune of billions of pounds. They
religiously paid their taxes to the
Exchequer.

examined by what the system calls
a Health Care Professional (HCP),
who are not necessarily doctors, but
people who sometimes have very
limited medical expertise.
These HCPs now concentrate on
what a claimant can do rather than
what they are not capable of doing.
When tested claimants are given
completed are used to prove that the
claimant can perform some form of

the object of which is to declare

Claimants who are placed in the
Support Allowance (ESA) and this
may lull them into a sense of false
security. ESA will only last for 365
days after which they will have to
We urge all of our members to use
the appeals process against these
Association who will help and advise
you.

disabled people are being deemed

As was explained in our July
Care Professionals’, in a situation
Assessments (WCA) introduced by
A disabled person is now medically

MPs Early Day Motion Calls For
‘End To This Brutality’
The following early day motion was tabled on June 28 2012 by Labour MP
John McDonnell and signed by 116 MPs

That this house deplores that thousands of disabled constituents
are experiencing immense hardship after being deprived of

You have paid your taxes and
national insurance contributions
all your life. Make sure you resist
these vicious attacks on what is
rightfully yours.

If you, or any member of
your family have been
injured in an accident
or you require legal
advice on any matter
concerning you or your
family contact the Area
0191 384 3515
Durham Miners
Association, PO Box 6,
Red Hill, Durham DH1
4BB.

Durham Miners’ Gala
July 13 2013
See you on the ’course !
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128th GALA – BIGGEST
FOR 50 YEARS
T

Gala was the best attended

35 brass bands and over 90 banners
marched into Durham in a lively
and colourful display of community
spirit. Alongside the miners’ banners
almost every other trade union was
represented from schoolteachers to

Tom Watson explained
that he was born into a
family of trade unionists,
socialists, communists
and campaigners for
justice. He had been
told as a child about the
the emotions it created
amongst those who
participated.

protesting against the Government’s
austerity measures giving this years
Gala a powerful political focus.

“They told me I would
never forget the feeling
when the bands blows

At noon, a huge crowd gathered

enough the hairs on the

Secretary Dave Hopper open up the
proceedings.

on end this morning. I
felt an immense sense of
history I felt the power
of a century and a half of
watching over me, and is there any

the last 26 years this had been the
who was unable to attend due to
serious illness.

at this time against a very serious
receiving palliative care and it’s
Gala in 26 years. It will be a very,
very sad day for him and it’s a very
sad day for me but I am sure David
is wishing us well today in our
endeavours.”

the reason he had been invited to
“the octogenarian embodiment of
capitalism gone crazy. A billionaire
who owns everything but still spends

Tom continued, paying tribute to
Dave Guy who he described as an
“inspiration to us all”.

more.

He urged the Labour Party not to
distance itself from its “parents”, the
trade union movement, and drew
applause from the crowd when he
told those inside the party who were
advocating such a policy to “shut it”.

for West Bromwich, Dave paid
on the dole, their houses aren’t being
repossessed, their elderly parents
the heating.”
International”.

illusions that it was the stand he

family who are no longer with us
today but in whose footsteps you are
proud to follow.”

He condemned the coalition cuts and
contrasted life faced by the privileged

Sport and in particular his efforts

Dave Hopper

He said that he was under no
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“He got so powerful he could
Tom Watson

even buy his own policeman and
politicians and for generations
trade unionists were systematically
were patronised and ridiculed but it
was for the trade unions and their
leaders that he reserved their most
bitter bile, their most shameless
lies and their most perverted
persecution.”
empire had turned its guns on him.
attempt to discredit him and how
people of the labour and trade union
movement that supported him.
“And that, brothers and sisters, is
what we really mean by solidarity

“You’re very brave people to stand
here for a few minutes to listen to me
who the Sun newspaper once called
the most dangerous woman in
Britain.”
She explained what a great honour it
was very conscious of its long history
and the generations who had stood on
Council for Civil Liberties, while
not as old as the Gala did, however,

“Internationalism is
not just for bankers and
businessmen”
“It was”, Shami said, “A group of
young lawyers who formed the

returned to his seat to loud applause
and cheers.
rights lawyer and Director of

Police. “And,” she added in a heavily
ironic tone, “that [the beating from
happen today.”

Shami drew laughter and applause
from the crowd when she said,
Shami Chakrabarti.

Shami said that basic human rights,
which include trade union rights
and the right to justice, are more
important than ever and she argued
that the Spanish miners,
who were being suppressed
with rubber bullets, showed
the need for international
solidarity.
“Internationalism is not just
and governments and global
empires. Internationalism
has got to be about ordinary
people and their values and
the last so many years, and I
am learning it standing here in
front of all of you right now,
that the universal values of
human dignity, equality and
fairness can never be ground
down for too long.

young people who have come
forward. They didn’t crunch
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the credit. They didn’t warm the
planet. They didn’t start real wars
and metaphorical wars at home and
abroad. But if we’re not careful they
will pay the price. But with our help
woman – with our help they will do
better than we did as long as their
struggles are our struggles. As long
as we can unite around long held
values to shape and win a more just
tomorrow for them. I wish you a

QC, was introduced as “a great
supporter of the miners, an expert
in employment law and industrial
relations and the standing council
for eight trade unions including the
John began his speech saying that he
had been cautioned by Dave Hopper
not to give a law lecture but, since
a speech, he said to laughter and
applause: “The next prime minister
is sitting here, I’ll direct my law
lecture to him, the rest of you can
your pencil.”
unfair dismissal tribunals. He said
that last year there were only eight
employers in out of 49,600 cases who
an employee who had been dismissed
against unions, those employers did
order.
The average compensation, he said,
was only £4,500 and after one year
of compensation being awarded 31
per cent of claimants had not been
paid. The qualifying period to gain
the right to a tribunal had been raised
from one year of employment to two
years and the cost of applying for a
tribunal is to be raised from £150 to
£1,500.

hundreds of pounds incurred in fees
for a chance of getting a £4,500
compensation order which may not

wouldn’t be repealed and that only
“That’s the problem with individual
employment rights. Here today and
gone tomorrow. What we need are

changes we do propose, British laws
on trade unions will remain the most
restricted in the western world.’”
“At the Leveson enquiry, where I

their members

“The truth is collective
bargaining without the right
to strike is no more than
collective begging.

”

Journalists, I won’t say I had the
pleasure, I had the experience, of
to whether this was part of a price
to support Labour in 1997, he denied
it. I am reminded of the words of

by collective bargaining. In order to
have collective bargaining unions

John Hendy QC

he?’
the threat of industrial action. The
truth is collective bargaining without
collective begging.”
John then explained that the
repressive legislation passed by the
Thatcher government had ended 75
years of consensus by Liberal, Tory
and Labour governments that trade
unions could represent their members
by collective bargaining. Thatcher

for collective bargaining and the
necessary trade union rights that
underpin it. Collective bargaining
increases wages, increases demand
in the economy, increases tax
revenue, increases the welfare
budget and promotes job growth.
It forces employers to compete in
technological advance investment
terms and conditions. That’s why

putting so many legal pitfalls in the
impossible to achieve.

bargaining underpinned by trade
union rights.”

“Tony Blair,” he said “refused to
reverse that legislation. On 31st

John made a powerful case arguing

Times newspaper
declaring that the legislation

created huge inequality in society and
all the attendant social ills of drug
abuse, early death and increased rate
of infant mortality. “These rights,” he
said, “are fundamental human rights,

– this is not the view of a partisan
which I am – it is a statement of
international law.
that most of the top judicial bodies,
which supervise these treaties, have

country should be in an international
with losing industrial action cases.
(Laughter and applause).
will not do a dirty deal with media
interests to sell out the basic human
rights of ordinary people and he
6.5 million trade union members in
than one in every 10 human beings
and children, old age pensioners, the
people used to vote Labour and no
longer do so. So commitment to them
to the restoration of our fundamental
trade union rights could help to
have an unambiguous respectable
overwhelming legal argument in
favour of implementing these rights.
to me.”
John sat down to cheers and
applause.
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by appealing for a huge cheer for
Dave Guy to which his audience
responded.
He said how much he enjoyed the
Gala. “This is a great day, this is a
fantastic day, I love this day, I love
there were a couple of things missing
today? Did you notice them? There
were a couple of banners missing. I

would have been a hell of a crowd
behind that one”.
evaders who were in fact stealing
money from the people at the same
fuel payments from pensioners.
Paul condemned a wide range of
government measures that were

“There is only one option
that we understand in the
there is only one option
You can’t lay down. You
on an industrial basis with

and we need a Labour Party
that’s in touch, winning the

want. We want change.
(Cheers and applause). And
I tell you something else
saying this – we want more
people who come from
Commons at Westminster,
(Loud cheers and applause),

particularly those that affected the
government than that it should turn

decisions at critical times.

future and hope – it’s a disgrace and
it’s a shame”. (Applause).

“if you want to change
society, you have to stand up
”

time for a very long time we have got
someone with the courage to actually
change, we need policies that connect
with people and we are going to
win an election because people will

closure of factories for the disabled
he declared to applause and cheers
that “if you want to change society,
lives for justice and more power to
we’re all with you.
“Tory Britain (is) where you get six
months for stealing a bottle of water

are here today because people didn’t
give up. We stand on the shoulders
of those who have gone before us.
We are here today because people
stood up and fought and we’ve got a
political, industrial and organisational
up for it, are you?” (Applause and
cheers).

and a bonus. Tory Britain is where
of your face, your gender, your race
– or maybe you’re a trade unionist
– they want to be able to say it’s not

Paul Kenny

greetings from the members of
the PCS to the Gala: “I say it’s a
particular honour for me as PCS
General Secretary to address such a
fabulous labour movement event. It’s
an honour to be here but I also want
to say it’s an honour because of the
people I represent. PCS members,
are some of the lowest paid, hardest

angry? We have a million young
people unemployed, we have young
people forced on welfare schemes,
exploited by employers and we see
some of them sleeping out rough
under London Bridge when they are
supposed to be providing security for
the Olympics.”
millions, jobs cuts for hundreds of
thousands and local services being
decimated. And let’s not forget our
people in our communities who are
unfortunate enough to be on welfare

the Public and Commercial Service

He opened his speech by bringing
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politicians say those on welfare are
scroungers and they are getting an
easy ride.

“Let me tell you this: managers in
number of months ago telling us
that we should prepare ourselves
for more suicides as the despair of
those claimants being thrown off
leaving the job centre in Birmingham

Mark Serwotka

chained himself to the railings,
doused himself in petrol and set
himself alight. This is the reality of
Tory Britain.

“Attack the millionaire
landlords and cap the rents
if you want to save them

people are unemployed and in the job
centre today there are 39 vacancies.
Comrades, the answer here today is
and have no jobs. It’s to recognise
that until jobs are available, we
should provide a decent Welfare
State for those who need it and not

”

“Tax cuts for millionaires and those
with the least being thrown onto
the scrap heap and what little
see people in London told they
have to move 200 hundred miles
getting too expensive. Well here’s a
suggestion: don’t force people out
of their homes. Don’t force people
the millionaire landlords and cap
the rents if you want to save them
and applause).

what do we do when we are being
people are suffering in a way many
of us never thought we would see?
recognise that if we lose now our
children will suffer for decades to
come.
“And that means we’ve got to be
united, united in the unions, united
in the Parliament and we have all
have to unite to say we going to
stop it. And that means all of us
recognising that when people go on
and not to criticise them. (Cheers and
applause) And we should support
them wherever they are, whether its

there is more to life than getting up
the living room. Ian Duncan Smith
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or, at the moment, perhaps most
graphically, our comrades from the
life and death battle to defend their
communities”. (Applause).

“We should tax the rich
and we should stop asking
old people with the least
to pay for those with the
most.”
“Comrades,” he continued, “it also
means that on October 20th when
should have a million people on
the streets telling Cameron where

that symbol of failure, that symbol
of capitalism, has had a two million
pounds pay off– that is 30,000 times
are going to get – we should say this:

with the least to pay for those with
the most. Solidarity, comrades, and
forward to the people’s government”.
(Cheers and applause).
Dave Hopper, introducing Ed
Party, said, “We now come to the part
of proceedings that you have all been
waiting for 23 years”. He explained

me leave you with this: if we are
going to be united, if our politicians
and our unions and our community
campaigners are going to be united,
we have to be clear on what basis it
welfare our job is to say they are
wrong and we are going to oppose
them. When the Tories freeze the
pay of 6 million people we should

here to get behind him. Give him
a war to be won and I hope it’s Ed

we should oppose all cuts in our
communities wherever they fall.
(Cheers and applause).

“Let me also pay tribute as others
have done to someone who cannot be
with us today, your President, David
Guy: David Guy who went down the
mines at 15. David Guy who rose up
movement. David Guy who every
day of his life has fought for justice
in the mining communities of this
country. Let us all send our good
wishes to him”. (Applause).

“We’ve seen one rule for
those at the top of society
and another rule for
everyone else

”

He continued, paying tribute to the
this tribute: “Let me start by saying
that it is a privilege to be here with
you today. I come here to honour
Gala. I come here to honour the

economy’. And, when the Tories cut
our jobs and our services, we should

Harold Wilson, Barbara Castle and so
many great leaders of our movement.
Friends I am proud to follow in their
footsteps. I am proud to be with you
here today. (Applause).

here to honour this great Labour
tradition”.
“I also come here humbled by the
history of this great Gala. And the
names of the people who have

unions who were represented at the
Gala, “And friends it was a trade
union that founded this great event,
Today, I honour that heritage and let
me say this also: coal is not just an
important part of our heritage, clean
coal must be an important part of our
future as well. (Applause).
“I fought for clean coal as part of the
last Labour Government. I promise
for clean coal as part of the
next Labour Government as
well. (Cheers and applause).
“...100 years ago at a
and he said, in that speech,
that neither the Conservative
party nor the Liberal Party
could be trusted to advance
people. Friends, It was true
then and it is true today as
well.

this together’. And what have
we seen? We’ve seen one rule
8

Ed Miliband

for those at the top of society and
another rule for everyone else. They
cut taxes for millionaires and raise
taxes for pensioners. It’s business

generation of young people in the
1980s. We said then we would

businesses are going under. And, the
cruellest thing of all, the cruellest
thing of all, is what this government
is doing to our young people, what,
this government is doing to young
people the length and breadth of
Britain.

vow today to our young people: we
will never leave you without hope.
We will never leave you without

“I grew up in the 1980s. I remember
the 1980s. I remember the lost

that is what is happening under this

without a future. (Applause).
want to do? All it wants to do is
divide our country. Divide our
country between public sector and

we are not the public sector and the
private sector. We are not the public
economy and the private economy.
We are one economy. We depend on
each other. (Applause).
“And friends, they tried to divide
our country between rich and poor.
Between north and south. There are
the same old Tories, not building
for the future but ripping up the
country but dividing it.
of the people at this great Gala. One
of them, who has come here today,
his grandfather were miners. He lived
time carer for his mother aged 91.
He represents the great values
of this Gala and of the Durham
side. Friends, these are the values of
the people of Durham, these are the
but, let me tell you something else,
these are the values of the people
of Britain as well, the values of the
and West. They are not Tory values.
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They are our values – values of
compassion, values of care, values of
each other. (Applause).
“These Tories, these Tories, want
to blame everyone else for what is
happening in our country but here
is the truth: the problem of Britain
is not a Government being let down
by the people. It is the people being
let down by its Government and

Government – as it was in 1945 as
it was in 1964, as it was in 1997– to
rebuild Britain, to rebuild Britain for
One of the next Labour government.

again. (Cheers and applause).

so brilliantly done, so that no
organisation can ever exercise that
power ever again in this country. End
the rip offs by our energy companies
so the pensioners don’t have to
choose between heating their
homes and having food on the
table. That is the mission of the
next Labour Government.
“Wherever there is power, we
should challenge it. Wherever
there is injustice, we should
And to anyone who says, and
there are a couple of them here
today, who says it can’t be done
let us remember our history. A
hundred years ago, they said
there would never be a Labour
Government. We fought the
Tories and we won. Then, they
said there could never be a
Bevan fought the Tories and we
won. (Cheers and applause).
“Then, they said education
would only be for the elite and
we fought for the principle of
education for all and we won.
Then, they said there could
never be a minimum wage
and people would be paid 50p
per hour. We fought for the
minimum wage. We fought the
Tories and we won. Labour
is coming together. We are
inspired by our traditions. We
have won and we understand our
our country on the values of
the people of Durham, on the
East, on the values of the people
community, fairness, equality
and justice – that is my mission.
battle we can win together.
and applause).
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Above:José Luis Villares addresses the Durham Miners Gala 2012

Honoured International Guests
T

he Gala welcomed two honoured
guests from the mining unions
of Spain who, at the time of the
wing government of prime minister
rubber bullets, teargas and baton
charges to stop the miners’ tactics
of organised mass marches, colliery
occupations and civil disobedience.

Spanish unemployment, José said,
was the highest in Europe and was
particularly high amongst young
people. “The Government claims
that there is no money to support the
coal industry but there are 100,000
million Euros available to support the
Concluding his speech, José added,
“The support we have received can
thousands of encouraging words

miner, Dave Hopper said he had
bullets and teargas canisters at “Our
Comrades in Spain” and called for
a massive international campaign in
internationalism.
Federación de Industria de CCOO,
was greeted by cheers when he
opened his speech by bringing
greetings from the miners of Spain.
He explained the circumstances that
face of the serious economic crisis
reneged on an agreement to support
the coal mining industry, a move
which would lead, he said, to the
closure of their mines and the loss
of 30,000 jobs, in the their industry
and those industries connected with
it. This would devastate communities
and cause hardship in areas already
suffering badly from the effects of
the crisis.

wing government are to condemn us
to misery. They want to destroy the
labour movement.
“How is it possible that they can give
while they close the coal industry,
the only producer of energy for
Spain, while Germany is opening up
more mines and energy production
in the future will be more dependant
everybody in Spain and it is time to
change the economic model of our

an example of how to defend the
“I am a miner and the father of a
miner and I will give the last drop
(Applause). With your support we
will continue our struggle defending
our jobs, defending the mining of
coal and the survival of the mining
communities”. (Applause).

be matched by a further £5,000 from
He also pledged the full support of

and cheers).
The second Spanish miner, Andrés

said, give the miners in Spain all the
assistance they could muster. He then
gave notice of two public meetings,
comrades in Spain.

greetings from his union. “We have
50 days on the streets, with 12 of
our comrades occupying a mine in
Asturias more than 600 metres below
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Association – raised and sent over
30,000 Euros to help the Spanish
miners and their families).

man, his values undoubtedly
his experience of day-to-day life
at the coal face.
His innovation and
determination secured millions of
pounds compensation for injured
mineworkers changing the lives
of many thousands. Sustaining
and presiding over the Durham
Miners’ Gala was his passion and
a further example of his excellent
leadership.
Family and friendship were
very important to David and an
integral aspect of his life. Those
closest to him experienced his
unconditional love, generosity,
patience and support. Socialising
presented David with a release

Dave Guy chairing the 2011 Gala

Only 11 days after the 128th
Gala DMA President Dave Guy

convinced socialist and an active
member of the Labour Party.

On Thursday August 2 2012
over 500 attended a service at
St Magdalen Church, Seaham
Harbour in celebration of the life
of this outstanding miners’ leader.
The following tribute was printed
on the funeral card:

In 1985, he was elected to the
position of President of the
National Union of Mineworkers
(Durham Area). In the aftermath
of the Great Miners’ Strike, it

David was born in Seaham on
May 3 1946, one of the seven
children of Alfred and Matilda
Guy. His father Alfred was a
miner at Vane Tempest colliery
and David’s early life was
typical of those who grew up in
a community dominated by the
coal industry.
He was educated at St Joseph’s
Roman Catholic school in
Seaham until the age of 15 when
he started work at Dawdon
Colliery. From an early age, he
developed a strong sense of duty
to his community and took an
active part in the business of the
Dawdon NUM miners’ lodge,
where for many years he served
as the lodge treasurer. He was a

but he was immensely proud
to be elected and considered
it a real privilege to represent
the mining communities and
working-class people in general.
However, it was a role which
took David and his family away
from the community he loved
to Durham City where he never
really settled. He later returned
to Seaham to be amongst his
people who he often described as
‘the salt of the earth’.
David had many qualities.
He was a deep thinker with
a keen analytical mind and a
determined will. He was an
inspiring orator with the ability
to interact and engage with
people in any arena, whether
professionally or socially. He
was a caring and compassionate
12

those who have been fortunate
enough to have spent time in his
company will pay testimony to
his warmth and humour. He also
enjoyed music, sport, travel and
current affairs, including the
current form on the turf!
Despite David’s high public
modest person and would almost
certainly be surprised by the
amount of attention his passing
has generated.
He was a true gentleman who
will be sadly missed but he leaves
us in the knowledge that his
contribution, professional and
personal, has been huge. His
value base, determination for
social justice and equality lives
on through all those his life has
touched and, in particular, those
who bear his name.
David leaves behind a dear
wife Christine and two children
Stephen and Maria from his
loved grandchildren.

Gala Photo Gallery
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Legal Support

Representation
16. Mark Harvey: page 11(top left). Dave Temple: page 11 (top right).
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