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2Q�2FWREHU���������ZH�ZHUH�QRWL¿HG�
WKDW�WKUHH�$SSHDO�&RXUW�MXGJHV��RQ�D�
XQDQLPRXV�GHFLVLRQ��KDYH�UHMHFWHG�
RXU�DSSHDO�DJDLQVW�WKH�UXOLQJ�RI�
+LV�+RQRXU�-XGJH�*UHQIHOO�WKDW�
RXU�FODLP�IRU�GDPDJHV�IRU�PLQHUV�
VXIIHULQJ�IURP�RVWHRDUWKULWLV�RI�
WKH�NQHH�ZDV�µWLPH�EDUUHG¶��7KLV�
KXJHO\�GLVDSSRLQWLQJ�GHFLVLRQ�ZLOO�
GHQ\�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�WR�RXU�PHPEHUV�
VXIIHULQJ�IURP�WKLV�SDLQIXO�DQG�
GHELOLWDWLQJ�FRQGLWLRQ�GHVSLWH�WKH�
IDFW�WKDW�ERWK�VLGHV�DFFHSWHG�WKDW�WKH�
GDPDJH�WR�PLQHUV¶�NQHHV�ZDV�WKH�
UHVXOW�RI�WKHLU�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�PLQLQJ�
LQGXVWU\��

7KHVH�FODLPV�ZHUH�LQLWLDWHG�E\�WKH�
'XUKDP�0LQHUV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
VXSSRUW�RI�D�QXPEHU�RI�RWKHU�IXQGLQJ�
ERGLHV�DQG�ZHUH�¿UVW�ODXQFKHG�LQ�
�����

,Q�WKH�6XPPHU�RI������HLJKW�WHVW�
FDVHV�ZHUH�KHDUG�LQ�WKH�+LJK�&RXUW�DW�
/HHGV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKUHH�IURP�'XUKDP��
-XGJH�*UHQIHOO�UXOHG�WKDW�DOO�RI�WKH�
FODLPV�KDG�EHHQ�EURXJKW�WRR�ODWH�
DQG�UHIXVHG�WR�XVH�KLV�GLVFUHWLRQ�DQG�
DOORZ�WKH�FODLPV�WR�SURFHHG��+H�DOVR�
UHIXVHG�WR�DOORZ�XV�WR�DSSHDO�KLV�
UXOLQJ��2Q�WKH�DGYLFH�RI�RXU�OHJDO�
WHDP�ZH�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�&RXUW�RI�
$SSHDO�IRU�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�DSSHDO�DQG�
WKLV�ZDV�JUDQWHG�LQ�-DQXDU\�������7KH�
DSSHDO�ZDV�¿QDOO\�KHDUG�LQ�/RQGRQ�
EHWZHHQ�$SULO����DQG�0D\���������

$IWHU�RXU�DSSHDO�ZDV�GLVPLVVHG��WKH�
LQLWLDO�OHJDO�DGYLFH�IURP�RXU�FRXQVHO�
ZDV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�UHDO�SURVSHFW�RI�
VXFFHVV�LI�ZH�WDNH�RXU�DSSHDO�WR�WKH�

6XSUHPH�&RXUW�JLYHQ�WKH�OLPLWHG�
JURXQGV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�VXFK�DQ�DFWLRQ�

7KH�'0$�QRZ�IDFHV�KXJH�OHJDO�FRVWV�
WKH�ORZHVW�HVWLPDWH�EHLQJ������0�
ZKLFK�LV��RI�FRXUVH��D�WHUULEOH�EORZ�
WR�WKH�'0$�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�PHPEHUV�
RI�WKH�)XQGLQJ�*URXS��%XW�LW�LV�D�
FDWDVWURSKH�IRU�WKH�PLQHUV�ZKR�DUH�
VXIIHULQJ�WKHVH�SDLQIXO�V\PSWRPV���
+RZHYHU��ZH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�ZH�ZHUH�
ULJKW�WR�¿JKW�WKLV�FDVH�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�
DOO�RXU�PHPEHUV�ZKR�DIWHU�DOO�KDG�
DJUHHG�WR�D�VHYHQ�DQG�D�KDOI�SHU�FHQW�
OHY\��XS�WR�D�OLPLW�RI���������IURP�
SUHYLRXVO\�VXFFHVVIXO�FODLPV�ZRQ�E\�
RXU�VROLFLWRUV��7KRPSVRQV��LQ�IRUPHU�
FRDO�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�FDVHV��7KURXJK�
7KRPSVRQV�ZH�ZRQ�WKH�KLJKHVW�
RYHUDOO�FRPSHQVDWLRQ��RXWVWULSSLQJ�
E\�WKRXVDQGV�RI�SRXQGV��WKRVH�
FDVHV�KDQGOHG�E\�RWKHU�VROLFLWRUV�
DQG�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�RI¿FLDOO\�UHFRUG�
RXU�JUDWLWXGH�IRU�WKHLU�HIIRUWV�DQG�
HQGHDYRXUV�

7KH�ELJJHVW�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�,�KDYH�LV�
WKDW�WKH�/DERXU�*RYHUQPHQW�ZKHQ�LQ�
SRZHU��GLG�QRW�DFFHSW�WKH�PHULWV�RI�
RXU�FDVH�DQG�LQWURGXFH�D�VFKHPH�WR�
VHWWOH�WKHVH�FODLPV�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�KDYH�
VDYHG�PLOOLRQV�RI�SRXQGV�RQ�OHJDO�
IHHV�

,W�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�NQRZ�WKH�
YLHZV�RQ�WKLV�MXGJHPHQW�RI�WKH�ORFDO�
03�ZKR�DGYRFDWHG�WKDW�RXU�PHPEHUV�
VKRXOG�FODLP�WKHLU�FRQWULEXWLRQV�EDFN�
DQG�XVHG�SDUOLDPHQWDU\�SULYLOHJH�WR�
DWWDFN�WKH�'0$�DQG�LWV�RI¿FLDOV��,W�
LV�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�
PDQ\�H[�PLQHUV�LQ�KLV�FRQVWLWXHQF\�

DIIHFWHG�E\�WKLV�UXOLQJ��:KHQ�ZH�VDLG�
WKDW�WKH�UHWXUQHG�FRQWULEXWLRQV�ZHUH�
WR�EH�XVHG�WR�¿JKW�WKH�NQHHV�FDVH�
KH�VDLG�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�D�µUHG�KHUULQJ¶��
3HUKDSV�KH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�QRZ�UHWUDFW�
WKLV�VWDWHPHQW��

2Q�D�¿QDO�QRWH��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
SD\�WULEXWH�WR�'DYLG�*X\�RXU�ODWH�
3UHVLGHQW��ZKR�ZDV�RI�FRXUVH�DOVR�
WKH�'0$¶V�&RPSHQVDWLRQ�$JHQW���,�
DP�VXUH�'DYLG¶V�YLHZV�ZRXOG�KDYH�
HFKRHG�P\�VHQWLPHQWV��EXW�,�NQRZ�
KH�KDG�JUHDW�UHVHUYDWLRQV�ZKHQ�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�8QLRQ�RI�0LQHZRUNHUV�
DQG�VRPH�RI�LWV�DUHDV�GLG�QRW�MRLQ�RU�
HQGRUVH�WKH�)XQGLQJ�*URXS�ZKHQ�LW�
ZDV�LQLWLDOO\�VHW�XS���7KLV�GHFLVLRQ��
'DYLG�WKRXJKW��ZHDNHQHG�RXU�
FROOHFWLYH�VWUHQJWK�DQG�SOD\HG�LQWR�
WKH�KDQGV�RI�RXU�RSSRQHQWV��

1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�WKH�RGGV�'DYLG�
DOZD\V�EHOLHYHG�LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�
SHRSOH�ZKR�PDWWHU�PRVW�±�RXU�
PHPEHUV�

Appeal Court Decision
Injured Miners Denied Their Day In Court

Dave Hopper

By
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This vindictive Coalition 
Government of Tories and Liberals 
continue, at a pace, to deny the right 
WR�6WDWH�%HQHÀWV�IRU�RXU�VLFN�DQG�
injured members many of whom 
are suffering from serious industrial 
GLVHDVHV�DQG�LQMXULHV�IURP�WKHLU�ZRUN�
in the coal industry and are in many 
cases very vulnerable.

We do not see this Government 
WDFNOLQJ�WKHLU�IULHQGV�LQ�ELJ�EXVLQHVV�
who are avoiding taxation to the 
tune of billions of pounds.  They 
ZRXOG�UDWKHU�DWWDFN�SHRSOH�ZKR�
KDYH�ZRUNHG�DOO�WKHLU�OLYHV�DQG�KDYH�
religiously paid their taxes to the 
Exchequer.

As was explained in our July 
�����HGLWLRQ�WKH�:RUN�&DSDELOLW\�
Assessments (WCA) introduced by 
WKLV�*RYHUQPHQW�LV�VHULRXVO\�ÁDZHG���
A disabled person is now medically 

examined by what the system calls 
a Health Care Professional (HCP), 
who are not necessarily doctors, but 
people who sometimes have very 
limited medical expertise.  
These HCPs now concentrate on 
what a claimant can do rather than 
what they are not capable of doing. 
When tested claimants are given 
D�VHULHV�RI�VLPSOH�WDVNV�ZKLFK�LI�
completed are used to prove that the 
claimant can perform some form of 
ZRUN���+H�RU�VKH�LV�WKHQ�SODFHG�LQWR�
WKH�:RUN�5HODWHG�$FWLYLW\�*URXS�DQG�
KDYH�WR�DWWHQG�ZRUN�WUDLQLQJ�FRXUVHV�
the object of which is to declare 
WKHP�ÀW�IRU�ZRUN��7KH�UHVXOW�LV�WKDW�
disabled people are being deemed 
ÀW�IRU�ZRUN�E\�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�¶+HDOWK�
Care Professionals’, in a situation 
ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�QR�ZRUN�DYDLODEOH��
7KH\�DUH�WKHQ�GHQLHG�WKHLU�EHQHÀWV�
DQG�KDYH�WR�UHO\�RQ�-RE�6HHNHUV�

$OORZDQFH���RIWHQ�ZLWK�D�VHYHUH�
ÀQDQFLDO�ORVV�

Claimants who are placed in the 
:RUN�$FWLYLW\�*URXS�RU�GHHPHG�XQÀW�
WR�ZRUN�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�(PSOR\PHQW�
Support Allowance (ESA) and this 
may lull them into a sense of false 
security. ESA will only last for 365 
days after which they will have to 
DSSO\�IRU�¶PHDQV�WHVWHG�EHQHÀWV·�

We urge all of our members to use 
the appeals process against these 
GHFLVLRQV��,I�\RXU�EHQHÀWV�DUH�XQGHU�
DWWDFN�FRQWDFW�WKH�'XUKDP�0LQHUV�
Association who will help and advise 
you. 

You have paid your taxes and 
national insurance contributions 

all your life.  Make sure you resist 
these vicious attacks on what is 

rightfully yours.

That this house deplores that thousands of disabled constituents 
are experiencing immense hardship after being deprived of 
EHQH¿WV� IROORZLQJ�D�ZRUN�FDSDELOLW\�DVVHVVPHQW�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�
$WRV� +HDOWKFDUH� � XQGHU� D� ���� PLOOLRQ�D�\HDU� FRQWUDFW�� QRWHV�
WKDW����SHU�FHQW�RI�DSSHDOV��DUH�VXFFHVVIXO�EXW�SHRSOH�ZDLW�XS�WR�
VL[�PRQWKV� IRU� WKHP�WR�EH�KHDUG��GHSORUHV� WKDW� ODVW�\HDU�������
FODLPDQWV� GLHG� ZKLOH� XQGHU� FRPSXOVRU\� ZRUN�UHODWHG� DFWLYLW\�
IRU� EHQH¿W� DQG� D� QXPEHU� RI� WKRVH� IRXQG� ¿W� IRU�ZRUN� DQG� OHIW�
ZLWKRXW�LQFRPH�KDYH�FRPPLWWHG�RU�DWWHPSWHG�VXLFLGH��FRQGHPQV�
WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�3DUDO\PSLFV�&RPPLWWHH¶V� �SURPRWLRQ�RI�$WRV�
DV�LWV�WRS�VSRQVRU�DQG�WKH�VSRQVRUVKLS�RI�WKH�2O\PSLFV��E\�'RZ�
&KHPLFDO�DQG�RWKHU�FRUSRUDWLRQV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�FDXVLQJ�GHDWK�
DQG� GLVDELOLW\�� ZHOFRPHV� WKH� DFWLRQ� WDNHQ� E\� GLVDEOHG� SHRSOH��
FDUHUV��EHUHDYHG�UHODWLYHV�DQG�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�WR�HQG�WKLV�EUXWDOLW\�
DQG� XSKROG� HQWLWOHPHQW� WR� EHQH¿WV�� DQG� DSSODXGV� WKH� %ULWLVK�
0HGLFDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ¶V�FDOO�IRU�WKH�ZRUN�FDSDELOLW\�DVVHVVPHQW�WR�
HQG�LPPHGLDWHO\�DQG�WR�EH�UHSODFHG�ZLWK�D�V\VWHP�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�
FDXVH�KDUP�WR�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH�SHRSOH�LQ�VRFLHW\�

$WWDFNV�RQ�0HPEHUV�%HQHÀW�
Continue

MPs Early Day Motion Calls For 
‘End To This Brutality’

The following early day motion was tabled on June 28 2012 by Labour MP 
John McDonnell and signed by 116 MPs

If you, or any member of 
your family have been 
injured in an accident 
or you require legal 

advice on any matter 
concerning you or your 
family contact the Area 

2I¿FH�RQ�
 0191 384 3515 
RU�ZULWH�WR�

 Durham Miners 
Association, PO Box 6, 
Red Hill, Durham DH1 

4BB.

Durham Miners’ Gala 
July 13 2013

See you on the ’course !
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128th GALA – BIGGEST 
FOR 50 YEARS

TKH����WK�'XUKDP�0LQHUV·�
Gala was the best attended 
IRU�ÀIW\�\HDUV�ZLWK�DQ�

HVWLPDWHG���������SHRSOH�WDNLQJ�
SDUW���)URP���R�FORFN�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�
35 brass bands and over 90 banners 
marched into Durham in a lively 
and colourful display of community 
spirit. Alongside the miners’ banners 
almost every other trade union was 
represented from schoolteachers to 
ÀUHPHQ��PDQ\�FDUU\LQJ�SODFDUGV�
protesting against the Government’s 
austerity measures giving this years 
Gala a powerful political focus. 

At noon, a huge crowd gathered 
DURXQG�WKH�VSHDNHUV·�SODWIRUP�WR�KHDU�
'XUKDP�0LQHUV·�$VVRFLDWLRQ�*HQHUDO�
Secretary Dave Hopper open up the 
proceedings. 

'DYH�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�
%LJ�0HHWLQJ�WKDW�KH�KDG�FKDLUHG��)RU�
the last 26 years this had been the 
GXW\�RI�'0$�SUHVLGHQW�'DYH�*X\�
who was unable to attend due to 
serious illness.

'DYH�VDLG��´0DQ\�SHRSOH�NQRZ�
'DYLG�LV�ÀJKWLQJ�D�YHU\�EUDYH�EDWWOH�
at this time against a very serious 
LOOQHVV��+H�LV�LQ�WKH�59,�LQ�1HZFDVWOH�
receiving palliative care and it’s 
WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�KH·V�PLVVHG�FKDLULQJ�D�
Gala in 26 years. It will be a very, 
very sad day for him and it’s a very 
sad day for me but I am sure David 
is wishing us well today in our 
endeavours.”

,Q�LQWURGXFLQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�VSHDNHU��7RP�
:DWVRQ��WKH�0HPEHU�RI�3DUOLDPHQW�
for West Bromwich, Dave paid 
WULEXWH�WR�KLV�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�6HOHFW�
&RPPLWWHH�IRU�&XOWXUH��0HGLD�DQG�
Sport and in particular his efforts 
WR�H[SRVH�5XSHUW�0XUGRFK�DQG�
´KLV�VFXPEDJ�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�1HZV�
International”.

Tom Watson explained 
that he was born into a 
family of trade unionists, 
socialists, communists 
and campaigners for 
justice. He had been 
told as a child about the 
'XUKDP�0LQHUV·�*DOD�DQG�
the emotions it created 
amongst those who 
participated. 

“They told me I would 
never forget the feeling 
when the bands blows 
LWV�ÀUVW�QRWH�DQG�VXUH�
enough the hairs on the 
EDFN�RI�P\�QHFN�VWRRG�
on end this morning. I 
felt an immense sense of 
history I felt the power 
of a century and a half of 
ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�VROLGDULW\�ZHOOLQJ�XS�
watching over me, and is there any 
RQH�RQ�WKLV�ÀHOG�ZKR�KDVQ·W�IRXJKW�
EDFN�D�WHDU�WR�UHFDOO�JUHDW�IULHQGV�DQG�
family who are no longer with us 
today but in whose footsteps you are 
proud to follow.” 

Tom continued, paying tribute to 
Dave Guy who he described as an 
“inspiration to us all”.

He urged the Labour Party not to 
distance itself from its “parents”, the 
trade union movement, and drew 
applause from the crowd when he 
told those inside the party who were 
advocating such a policy to “shut it”.
He condemned the coalition cuts and 
contrasted life faced by the privileged 
WR�WKDW�IDFHG�E\�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV��
´7KHLU�NLGV�µ�KH�VDLG��´DUHQ·W�VWXFN�
on the dole, their houses aren’t being 
repossessed, their elderly parents 
KDYHQ·W�JRQH�EDFN�WR�VZLWFKLQJ�RII�
the heating.” 

He said that he was under no 

illusions that it was the stand he 
KDG�WDNHQ�DJDLQVW�0XUGRFK�WKDW�ZDV�
the reason he had been invited to 
VSHDN��+H�GHVFULEHG�0XUGRFK�DV��
“the octogenarian embodiment of 
capitalism gone crazy. A billionaire 
who owns everything but still spends 
KLV�HYHU\�ZDNLQJ�KRXU�WU\LQJ�WR�RZQ�
more. 

“He got so powerful he could 

Dave Hopper

Tom Watson
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even buy his own policeman and 
politicians and for generations 
trade unionists were systematically 
YLOLÀHG«�:RUNLQJ�SHRSOH�DV�D�FODVV�
were patronised and ridiculed but it 
was for the trade unions and their 
leaders that he reserved their most 
bitter bile, their most shameless 
lies and their most perverted 
persecution.”

7RP�H[SODLQHG�KRZ�WKH�0XUGRFK�
empire had turned its guns on him. 
+RZ�WKH\�EURNH�LQWR�KLV�JDUDJH�
DQG�ULÁHG�WKURXJK�KLV�UXEELVK�LQ�DQ�
attempt to discredit him and how 
´DW�WKLV�KLV�GDUNHVW�WLPHµ�LW�ZDV�WKH�
people of the labour and trade union 
movement that supported him. 

“And that, brothers and sisters, is 
what we really mean by solidarity 
DQG�,�ZDQW�WR�WDNH�WKLV�SULFHOHVV�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WKDQN�\RX�IRU�LW�µ��7RP�
returned to his seat to loud applause 
and cheers.

7KH�QH[W�VSHDNHU�ZDV�WKH�KXPDQ�
rights lawyer and Director of 
/LEHUW\�²�7KH�1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�
IRU�&LYLO�/LEHUWLHV��1&&/���6KDPL�
&KDNUDEDUWL��

Shami drew laughter and applause 
from the crowd when she said, 

“You’re very brave people to stand 
here for a few minutes to listen to me 
EHFDXVH�\RX�DUH�ORRNLQJ�DW�VRPHRQH�
who the Sun newspaper once called 
the most dangerous woman in 
Britain.”

She explained what a great honour it 
ZDV�WR�VSHDN�DW�WKH�*DOD�DQG�KRZ�VKH�
was very conscious of its long history 
and the generations who had stood on 
WKLV�JURXQG�EHIRUH�KHU��7KH�1DWLRQDO�
Council for Civil Liberties, while 
not as old as the Gala did, however, 
VWUHWFK�EDFN�WR�������

“Internationalism is 
not just for bankers and 

businessmen”
“It was”, Shami said, “A group of 
young lawyers who formed the 
1&&/�DIWHU�WKH\�ZLWQHVVHG�WKH�
EHDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�+XQJHU�0DUFKHUV�
UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKH�0HWURSROLWDQ�
Police. “And,” she added in a heavily 
ironic tone, “that [the beating from 
WKH�0HW@�ZRXOG�QRW��RI�FRXUVH��
happen today.”

Shami said that basic human rights, 
which include trade union rights 
and the right to justice, are more 
important than ever and she argued 

that the Spanish miners, 
who were being suppressed 
with rubber bullets, showed 
the need for international 
solidarity.

 “Internationalism is not just 
IRU�EDQNV�DQG�EXVLQHVVPDQ�
and governments and global 
empires. Internationalism 
has got to be about ordinary 
people and their values and 
DVSLUDWLRQV�«�,�KDYH�OHDUQW�LQ�
the last so many years, and I 
am learning it standing here in 
front of all of you right now, 
that the universal values of 
human dignity, equality and 
fairness can never be ground 
down for too long. 

´/RRN�DURXQG�\RX��/RRN�DW�
\RXU�IDPLOLHV��/RRN�DW�WKH�
young people who have come 
KHUH�WRGD\��7KH\�ZDQW�WR�ORRN�
forward. They didn’t crunch 

the credit. They didn’t warm the 
planet. They didn’t start real wars 
and metaphorical wars at home and 
abroad. But if we’re not careful they 
will pay the price. But with our help 
²�,�VD\�WKLV�DV�D�JUXPS\�PLGGOH�DJHG�
woman – with our help they will do 
better than we did as long as their 
struggles are our struggles. As long 
as we can unite around long held 
values to shape and win a more just 
tomorrow for them. I wish you a 
ZRQGHUIXO�GD\��7KDQN�\RX�VR�PXFKµ�

7KH�WKLUG�VSHDNHU��-RKQ�+HQG\�
QC, was introduced as “a great 
supporter of the miners, an expert 
in employment law and industrial 
relations and the standing council 
for eight trade unions including the 
180µ�

John began his speech saying that he 
had been cautioned by Dave Hopper 
not to give a law lecture but, since 
KH�FRXOG�QRW�JLYH�DQ\�RWKHU�NLQG�RI�
a speech, he said to laughter and 
applause: “The next prime minister 
is sitting here, I’ll direct my law 
lecture to him, the rest of you can 
WDON�DPRQJVW�\RXUVHOYHV��(G�VKDUSHQ�
your pencil.”

-RKQ�ÀUVW�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�
unfair dismissal tribunals. He said 
that last year there were only eight 
employers in out of 49,600 cases who 
ZHUH�WROG�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�WR�UH�HQJDJH�
an employee who had been dismissed 
XQIDLUO\��%XW�XQOLNH�LQMXQFWLRQV�
against unions, those employers did 
QRW�KDYH�WR�REH\�WKH�UH�HQJDJHPHQW�
order. 

The average compensation, he said, 
was only £4,500 and after one year 
of compensation being awarded 31 
per cent of claimants had not been 
paid. The qualifying period to gain 
the right to a tribunal had been raised 
from one year of employment to two 
years and the cost of applying for a 
tribunal is to be raised from £150 to 
£1,500.

´:KDW�ZRUNHU�µ�-RKQ�DVNHG��´KDYLQJ�
MXVW�EHHQ�VDFNHG�LV�JRLQJ�WR�ULVN�
hundreds of pounds incurred in fees 
for a chance of getting a £4,500 
compensation order which may not 
EH�SDLG�DQG�ZKHQ�KH�KDV�QH[W�WR�QR�

Shami Chakrabarti. 
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FKDQFH�RI�JHWWLQJ�KLV�MRE�EDFN�

“That’s the problem with individual 
employment rights. Here today and 
gone tomorrow. What we need are 
WUDGH�XQLRQ�ULJKWV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��WKH\�
QHHG�WKH�ULJKW�WR�VWULNH���$SSODXVH�
DQG�FKHHUV���7UDGH�XQLRQV�ORRN�DIWHU�
their members

“The truth is collective 
bargaining without the right 

to strike is no more than 
collective begging.”

by collective bargaining. In order to 
have collective bargaining unions 
QHHG�WKH�SRZHU�WR�WDNH�LQGXVWULDO�
DFWLRQ��1R�HPSOR\HU�LV�JRLQJ�WR�JLYH�
ZRUNHUV�D�VOLFH�RI�WKH�SURÀWV�ZLWKRXW�
the threat of industrial action. The 
truth is collective bargaining without 
WKH�ULJKW�WR�VWULNH�LV�QR�PRUH�WKDQ�
collective begging.” 

John then explained that the 
repressive legislation passed by the 
Thatcher government had ended 75 
years of consensus by Liberal, Tory 
and Labour governments that trade 
unions could represent their members 
by collective bargaining. Thatcher 
KDG�WDNHQ�DZD\�WKH�ULJKW�WR�VWULNH�E\�
putting so many legal pitfalls in the 
SURFHVV�WKDW�LW�PDGH�D�OHJDO�VWULNH�
impossible to achieve.

 “Tony Blair,” he said “refused to 
reverse that legislation. On 31st 
0DUFK�������MXVW�EHIRUH�WDNLQJ�RIÀFH�
DQG�D�ZHHN�DIWHU�JRLQJ�IRU�OXQFK�ZLWK�
5XSHUW�0XUGRFK��KH�ZURWH�DQ�DUWLFOH�
LQ�0XUGRFK·V�Times newspaper 
declaring that the legislation 

wouldn’t be repealed and that only 
WULÁLQJ�FKDQJHV�ZRXOG�EH�PDGH�DQG�
WKHVH�ZHUH�KLV�ZRUGV��¶(YHQ�DIWHU�WKH�
changes we do propose, British laws 
on trade unions will remain the most 
restricted in the western world.’”

“At the Leveson enquiry, where I 
UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�8QLRQ�RI�
Journalists, I won’t say I had the 
pleasure, I had the experience, of 
TXHVWLRQLQJ�5XSHUW�0XUGRFK�DV�
to whether this was part of a price 
GHPDQGHG�IRU�0XUGRFK�QHZVSDSHUV�
to support Labour in 1997, he denied 
it. I am reminded of the words of 
0DQG\�5LFH�'DYLHV�,Q�D�FDVH�ORQJ�
DJR�²�¶+H�ZRXOG�VD\�WKDW�ZRXOGQ·W�
he?’ 

´«/HW·V�ÀQG�DQ�HFRQRPLF�FDVH�
for collective bargaining and the 
necessary trade union rights that 
underpin it. Collective bargaining 
increases wages, increases demand 
in the economy, increases tax 
revenue, increases the welfare 
budget and promotes job growth. 
It forces employers to compete in 
technological advance investment 
DQG�HIÀFLHQF\�UDWKHU�WKDQ�UHGXFLQJ�
terms and conditions. That’s why 
WKH�VWURQJ�DQG�HIÀFLHQW�HFRQRPLHV�
RI�*HUPDQ\��6ZHGHQ��1RUZD\�DQG�
'HQPDUN�KDYH�H[WHQVLYH�FROOHFWLYH�
bargaining underpinned by trade 
union rights.”

John made a powerful case arguing 
WKDW�WKH�ODFN�RI�WUDGH�XQLRQ�ULJKWV�
created huge inequality in society and 
all the attendant social ills of drug 
abuse, early death and increased rate 
of infant mortality. “These rights,” he 
said, “are fundamental human rights, 

– this is not the view of a partisan 
which I am – it is a statement of 
international law. 

´����1RZ�ZKDW�\RX�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�LV�
that most of the top judicial bodies, 
which supervise these treaties, have 
RYHU�PDQ\�\HDUV�FRQGHPQHG�WKH�8.�
IRU�LWV�WUDGH�XQLRQ�ODZV«$V�D�ODZ\HU�
,�GR�QRW�ÀQG�LW�WROHUDEOH�WKDW�WKLV�
country should be in an international 
ODZEUHDNHU�ÁRXWLQJ�WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
WUHDWLHV�LW�KDV�UDWLÀHG�DQG�,·P�IHG�XS�
with losing industrial action cases. 
(Laughter and applause). 

7XUQLQJ�WR�(G�0LOLEDQG��KH�VDLG��´(G�
will not do a dirty deal with media 
interests to sell out the basic human 
rights of ordinary people and he 
NQRZV�WRR�WKDW�WRGD\�WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�
6.5 million trade union members in 
WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�DQG�WKDW·V�PRUH�
than one in every 10 human beings 
WKDW�OLYH�LQ�RXU�,VODQG��0HQ�ZRPHQ�
and children, old age pensioners, the 
VLFN�DQG�WKH�GLVDEOHG��0DQ\�RI�WKRVH�
people used to vote Labour and no 
longer do so. So commitment to them 
to the restoration of our fundamental 
trade union rights could help to 
EULQJ�WKHP�EDFN�DQG��(G��\RX�QRZ�
have an unambiguous respectable 
overwhelming legal argument in 
favour of implementing these rights. 
7KDQN�\RX�IRU�WKH�KRQRXU�RI�OLVWHQLQJ�
to me.”  

John sat down to cheers and 
applause. 

John Hendy QC
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3DXO�.HQQ\�RSHQHG�KLV�VSHHFK�
by appealing for a huge cheer for 
Dave Guy to which his audience 
responded.
He said how much he enjoyed the 
Gala. “This is a great day, this is a 
fantastic day, I love this day, I love 
EHLQJ�LQ�'XUKDP��EXW�\RX�NQRZ�
there were a couple of things missing 
today? Did you notice them? There 
were a couple of banners missing. I 
ZDV�SDUWLFXODUO\�ORRNLQJ�RXW�IRU�WKH�
%DUFOD\V�EDQNHUV�DJDLQVW�WD[�FXWV�
DQG�ERQXVHV�EDQQHU���ODXJKWHU���WKHUH�
would have been a hell of a crowd 
behind that one”. 

+H�FRQWLQXHG��DWWDFNLQJ�WKH�WD[�
evaders who were in fact stealing 
money from the people at the same 
WLPH�DV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WDNLQJ�ZLQWHU�
fuel payments from pensioners.

Paul condemned a wide range of 
government measures that were 
DLPHG�DW�WKH�SRRU�DQG�LQÀUP�DQG�
particularly those that affected the 
\RXQJ��´,�FDQ·W�WKLQN�RI�D�ELJJHU�
FULPH�WR�KDQJ�DURXQG�WKH�QHFN�RI�DQ\�
government than that it should turn 
LWV�EDFN�RQ�JLYLQJ�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�D�
future and hope – it’s a disgrace and 
it’s a shame”. (Applause). 

“if you want to change 
society, you have to stand up 

DQG�ÀJKW�IRU�LW”
2Q�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKH�5HPSOR\�
ZRUNHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�ÀJKWLQJ�WKH�
closure of factories for the disabled 
he declared to applause and cheers 
that “if you want to change society, 
\RX�KDYH�WR�VWDQG�XS�DQG�ÀJKW�IRU�LW��
$QG�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�ÀJKWLQJ�DOO�WKHLU�
lives for justice and more power to 
\RXU�HOERZ�DQG�\RX�NHHS�ÀJKWLQJ�
we’re all with you. 

“Tory Britain (is) where you get six 
months for stealing a bottle of water 
EXW�ZKHQ�\RX�VWHDO�ELOOLRQV�LQ�EDQN�
UDWH�VZLQGOHV�\RX�JHW�D�NQLJKWKRRG�
and a bonus. Tory Britain is where 
WKH\�ZDQW�WR�KLUH�FKHDS�DQG�ÀUH�
FKHDSHU��LI�WKH\�GRQ·W�OLNH�WKH�ORRN�
of your face, your gender, your race 
– or maybe you’re a trade unionist 
– they want to be able to say it’s not 
ZRUNLQJ�RXW��\RX·OO�KDYH�WR�JR��

“There is only one option 
that we understand in the 
WUDGH�XQLRQ�PRYHPHQW��
there is only one option 
ZKLFK�LV�\RX�KDYH�WR�ÀJKW��
You can’t lay down. You 
KDYH�WR�ÀJKW�DQG�\RX�ÀJKW�
on an industrial basis with 
DOO�RI�WKH�GLIÀFXOWLHV���

´$QG�WKHUH·V�D�SROLWLFDO�ÀJKW�
and we need a Labour Party 
that’s in touch, winning the 
QH[W�HOHFWLRQ��6RPH�7RU\�
OLNH�DSSURDFK�DLQ·W�JRQQD�
ZRUN��,W·V�QRW�ZKDW�SHRSOH�
want. We want change. 
(Cheers and applause). And 
I tell you something else 
²�,�PDNH�QR�DSRORJLHV�IRU�
saying this – we want more 
people who come from 
ZRUNLQJ�OLIH�H[SHULHQFHV�
WR�EH�03V�LQ�WKH�+RXVH�RI�
Commons at Westminster, 
(Loud cheers and applause), 
EHFDXVH��\RX�NQRZ��,�
WKLQN�LI�ZH�KDG�D�IHZ�PRUH�RI�WKHP�
ZH�ZRXOGQ·W�EH�PDNLQJ�WKH�ZURQJ�
decisions at critical times. 

´«,�ZLOO�VD\�WKLV��,�DP�YHU\�SOHDVHG�,�
YRWHG�IRU�(G�0LOLEDQG��5HDOO\��UHDOO\�
SOHDVHG�EHFDXVH�,�WKLQN�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�
time for a very long time we have got 
someone with the courage to actually 
VWDQG�XS�DQG�VD\��¶WKH�3DUW\�QHHGV�WR�
change, we need policies that connect 
with people and we are going to 
win an election because people will 
VXSSRUW�>WKDW�SROLF\@·���$SSODXVH���

´«�7KDQN�\RX�IRU�D�IDQWDVWLF�KRQRXU�
VSHDNLQJ�DW�WKH�*DOD��,�MXVW�ZDQW�WR�
VD\�RQH�WKLQJ��RQH�ÀQDO�WKLQJ��ZH�
are here today because people didn’t 
give up. We stand on the shoulders 
of those who have gone before us. 
We are here today because people 
stood up and fought and we’ve got a 
political, industrial and organisational 
ÀJKW�WR�PDNH�DQG�,·P�VD\LQJ�,·P�
up for it, are you?” (Applause and 
cheers). 

7KH�QH[W�VSHDNHU�ZDV�0DUN�
6HUZRWND��WKH�*HQHUDO�6HFUHWDU\�RI�
the Public and Commercial Service 
8QLRQ��ZKR�ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�EURXJKW�XS�
LQ�WKH�PLQLQJ�WRZQ�RI�0HUWK\U�7\GÀO�

He opened his speech by bringing 

greetings from the members of 
the PCS to the Gala: “I say it’s a 
particular honour for me as PCS 
General Secretary to address such a 
fabulous labour movement event. It’s 
an honour to be here but I also want 
to say it’s an honour because of the 
people I represent. PCS members, 
are some of the lowest paid, hardest 
ZRUNLQJ��SXEOLF�VHFWRU�ZRUNHUVµ�

0DUN�LQYLWHG�WKH�DXGLHQFH�WR�EH�
DQJU\��´«1RZ��ZK\�VKRXOG�ZH�EH�
angry? We have a million young 
people unemployed, we have young 
people forced on welfare schemes, 
exploited by employers and we see 
some of them sleeping out rough 
under London Bridge when they are 
supposed to be providing security for 
the Olympics.”

´«��:H�DUH�VHHLQJ�SD\�IUR]HQ�IRU�
millions, jobs cuts for hundreds of 
thousands and local services being 
decimated. And let’s not forget our 
people in our communities who are 
unfortunate enough to be on welfare 
EHFDXVH��,�WHOO�\RX�ZKDW�PDNHV�
PH�VLFNHU�WKDQ�DQ\WKLQJ��LW·V�ZKHQ�
politicians say those on welfare are 
scroungers and they are getting an 
easy ride.

Paul Kenny
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“Let me tell you this: managers in 
WKH�':3�>'HSDUWPHQW�RI�:RUNV�
DQG�3HQVLRQV@�LVVXHG�DQ�HPDLO�D�
number of months ago telling us 
that we should prepare ourselves 
for more suicides as the despair of 
those claimants being thrown off 
LQFDSDFLW\�EHQHÀW�EHJLQV�WR�KLW�KRPH��
2QO\�WZR�ZHHNV�DJR��D�FODLPDQW�
leaving the job centre in Birmingham 

chained himself to the railings, 
doused himself in petrol and set 
himself alight. This is the reality of 
Tory Britain. 

“Attack the millionaire 
landlords and cap the rents 

if you want to save them 
PRQH\�RQ�KRXVLQJ�EHQHÀWV”
“Tax cuts for millionaires and those 
with the least being thrown onto 
the scrap heap and what little 
WKH\�KDYH�EHLQJ�WDNHQ�DZD\��:H�
see people in London told they 
have to move 200 hundred miles 
EHFDXVH�WKH�KRXVLQJ�EHQHÀW�LV�
getting too expensive. Well here’s a 
suggestion: don’t force people out 
of their homes. Don’t force people 
RXW�RI�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV��$WWDFN�
the millionaire landlords and cap 
the rents if you want to save them 
PRQH\�RQ�KRXVLQJ�EHQHÀWV��&KHHUV�
and applause). 

´«�7KH�6HFUHWDU\�RI�6WDWH�>IRU�
:RUNV�DQG�3HQVLRQV@�ZHQW�WR�
0HUWK\U�DQG�VWDUWHG�DWWDFNLQJ�SHRSOH�
IRU�EHLQJ�ZRUNVK\��+H�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�
SHRSOH�RI�0HUWK\U�KDG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
there is more to life than getting up 
IURP�WKH�EHGURRP�DQG�ZDONLQJ�WR�
the living room. Ian Duncan Smith 
VDLG�¶WKH\�VKRXOG�JHW�RQ�WKH�EXV�DQG�
ORRN�IRU�ZRUN·��:HOO��OHW�PH�WHOO�\RX�

VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�0HUWK\U�²�������
people are unemployed and in the job 
centre today there are 39 vacancies. 
Comrades, the answer here today is 
QRW�WR�DWWDFN�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�
and have no jobs. It’s to recognise 
that until jobs are available, we 
should provide a decent Welfare 
State for those who need it and not 
DWWDFN�WKHP�µ�KH�VDLG�WR�DSSODXVH�

�´«,�ZDQW�WR�ÀQLVK�RQ�WKLV�RQH��
what do we do when we are being 
DWWDFNHG"�:KDW�GR�ZH�GR�ZKHQ�RXU�
people are suffering in a way many 
of us never thought we would see? 
:H�KDYH�WR�ÀJKW��:H�KDYH�WR�ÀJKW�
OLNH�OLRQV�LQ�HYHU\�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�
recognise that if we lose now our 
children will suffer for decades to 
come.

“And that means we’ve got to be 
united, united in the unions, united 
in the Parliament and we have all 
have to unite to say we going to 
stop it. And that means all of us 
recognising that when people go on 
VWULNH��LW�LV�RXU�MRE�WR�VXSSRUW�WKHP�
and not to criticise them. (Cheers and 
applause) And we should support 
them wherever they are, whether its 
FOHDQHUV�RQ�WKH�7\QH�DQG�:HDU�0HWUR�
ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�VWULNLQJ�DV�507�
PHPEHUV��ZKHWKHU�LW·V�WKH�5HPSOR\�
ZRUNHUV�RI�6SHQQ\PRRU��ZKHWKHU�LW·V�
WKH�3&6�ZRUNHUV�IRU�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�7UDQVSRUW��RU�WKH�+RPH�2IÀFH�

Mark Serwotka
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or, at the moment, perhaps most 
graphically, our comrades from the 
6SDQLVK�PLQHUV�ZKR�DUH�ÀJKWLQJ�D�
life and death battle to defend their 
communities”. (Applause).

“We should tax the rich 
and we should stop asking 
old people with the least 
to pay for those with the 

most.”
 “Comrades,” he continued, “it also 
means that on October 20th when 
WKH�78&�FDOO�D�GHPR�LQ�/RQGRQ�ZH�
should have a million people on 
the streets telling Cameron where 
KH�FDQ�VWLFN�LW�DQG�WHOO�KLP�WKDW�ZH�
DUH�JRLQJ�WR�ÀJKW��&RPUDGHV��OHW�
me leave you with this: if we are 
going to be united, if our politicians 
and our unions and our community 
campaigners are going to be united, 
we have to be clear on what basis it 
LV��7KDW�PHDQV�ZKHQ�WKH�7RULHV�DWWDFN�
welfare our job is to say they are 
wrong and we are going to oppose 
them. When the Tories freeze the 
pay of 6 million people we should 
QRW�VD\��¶WKH\�DUH�ULJKW·��ZH�VKRXOG�
FRQGHPQ�WKHP�DQG�VD\�¶LW�LV�ZURQJ�
IRU�SXEOLF�VHFWRU�ZRUNHUV�DQG�IRU�WKH�
economy’. And, when the Tories cut 
our jobs and our services, we should 
QRW�VD\��¶ZH�DJUHH·��:H�VKRXOG�VD\��
¶FXWV�DUH�WKH�ZURQJ�DQVZHU·�DQG�
we should oppose all cuts in our 
communities wherever they fall. 
(Cheers and applause).

´$QG�LQ�D�ZHHN�ZKHUH�%RE�'LDPRQG��
that symbol of failure, that symbol 
of capitalism, has had a two million 
pounds pay off– that is 30,000 times 
ZKDW�SHRSOH�RQ�MRE�VHHNHUV�DOORZDQFH�
are going to get – we should say this: 
¶7KHUH�LV�DQRWKHU�ZD\��$XVWHULW\�LV�
QRW�ZRUNLQJ��:H�VKRXOG�WD[�WKH�ULFK·�
DQG�ZH�VKRXOG�VWRS�DVNLQJ�ROG�SHRSOH�
with the least to pay for those with 
the most. Solidarity, comrades, and 
forward to the people’s government”. 
(Cheers and applause). 

Dave Hopper, introducing Ed 
0LOLEDQG��WKH�OHDGHU�RI�WKH�/DERXU�
Party, said, “We now come to the part 
of proceedings that you have all been 
ZDLWLQJ�IRU«,�SHUVRQDOO\�KDYH�EHHQ�
waiting for 23 years”. He explained 
WKDW�WKH�'XUKDP�0LQHUV�VXSSRUWHG�
(G�0LOLEDQG��´,�DP�XUJLQJ�HYHU\RQH�
here to get behind him. Give him 
D�IDLU�FUDFN�RI�WKH�ZKLS��7KHUH�LV�
a war to be won and I hope it’s Ed 
0LOLEDQG�ZKR�ZLQV�WKDW�ZDU�IRU�XVµ��

(G�0LOLEDQG�RSHQHG�KLV�VSHHFK�ZLWK�
this tribute:  “Let me start by saying 
that it is a privilege to be here with 
you today. I come here to honour 
WKH�WUDGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�'XUKDP�0LQHUV·�
Gala. I come here to honour the 
WUDGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�1RUWK�(DVW��,�FRPH�
here to honour this great Labour 
tradition”. 

“I also come here humbled by the 
history of this great Gala. And the 
names of the people who have 
VSRNHQ�WR�WKLV�JDWKHULQJ�HFKR�
GRZQ�WKH�DJHV��.HLU�+DUG\��*HRUJH�

/DQVEXU\��0DQQ\�6KLQZHOO��&OHPHQW�
$WOHH��1\H�%HYDQ��-LP�&DOODJKDQ��
Harold Wilson, Barbara Castle and so 
many great leaders of our movement. 
Friends I am proud to follow in their 
footsteps. I am proud to be with you 
here today. (Applause). 

“Let me also pay tribute as others 
have done to someone who cannot be 
with us today, your President, David 
Guy: David Guy who went down the 
mines at 15. David Guy who rose up 
WKURXJK�WKH�UDQNV�RI�WKH�WUDGH�XQLRQ�
movement. David Guy who every 
day of his life has fought for justice 
in the mining communities of this 
country. Let us all send our good 
wishes to him”. (Applause). 

“We’ve seen one rule for 
those at the top of society 

and another rule for 
everyone else”

He continued, paying tribute to the 
03V�RI�WKH�UHJLRQ�DQG�WKH�WUDGH�
unions who were represented at the 
Gala, “And friends it was a trade 
union that founded this great event, 
WR�ÀJKW�IRU�ZDJHV�IRU�WKH�PLQHUV��
Today, I honour that heritage and let 
me say this also: coal is not just an 
important part of our heritage, clean 
coal must be an important part of our 
future as well. (Applause). 

“I fought for clean coal as part of the 
last Labour Government. I promise 
\RX�WKDW�DV�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�,�ZLOO�ÀJKW�

for clean coal as part of the 
next Labour Government as 
well. (Cheers and applause). 

“...100 years ago at a 
JDWKHULQJ�OLNH�WKLV�.HLU�+DUG\�
FDPH�DQG�VSRNH�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�
and he said, in that speech, 
that neither the Conservative 
party nor the Liberal Party 
could be trusted to advance 
WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�ZRUNLQJ�
people. Friends, It was true 
then and it is true today as 
well.

´5HPHPEHU�ZKDW�WKH�7RULHV�
VDLG��7KH\�VDLG��¶:H�DOO�LQ�
this together’. And what have 
we seen? We’ve seen one rule 
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for those at the top of society and 
another rule for everyone else. They 
cut taxes for millionaires and raise 
taxes for pensioners. It’s business 
DV�XVXDO�IRU�WKH�EDQNV�DQG�VPDOO�
businesses are going under. And, the 
cruellest thing of all, the cruellest 
thing of all, is what this government 
is doing to our young people, what, 
this government is doing to young 
people the length and breadth of 
Britain.

“I grew up in the 1980s. I remember 
the 1980s. I remember the lost 

generation of young people in the 
1980s. We said then we would 
QHYHU�JR�EDFN�WR�WKRVH�GD\V��EXW�
that is what is happening under this 
*RYHUQPHQW��6R�IULHQGV��OHW�XV�WDNH�D�
vow today to our young people: we 
will never leave you without hope. 
We will never leave you without 
ZRUN��:H�ZLOO�QHYHU�OHDYH�\RX�
without a future. (Applause). 

´«$QG�ZKDW�GRHV�WKLV�*RYHUQPHQW�
want to do? All it wants to do is 
divide our country. Divide our 
country between public sector and 

SULYDWH�VHFWRU��%XW�\RX�NQRZ��,�NQRZ��
we are not the public sector and the 
private sector. We are not the public 
economy and the private economy. 
We are one economy. We depend on 
each other. (Applause).

 “And friends, they tried to divide 
our country between rich and poor. 
Between north and south. There are 
the same old Tories, not building 
for the future but ripping up the 
IRXQGDWLRQV��1RW�KHDOLQJ�RXU�FRXQWU\�
EXW�KDUPLQJ�LW��1RW�XQLWLQJ�RXU�
country but dividing it. 

´$QG��WKHQ��WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�YDOXHV�
of the people at this great Gala. One 
of them, who has come here today, 
ZURWH�WR�PH�WKLV�ZHHN��+LV�IDWKHU�DQG�
his grandfather were miners. He lived 
LQ�0HDGRZÀHOG��7RGD\��KH�LV�D�IXOO�
time carer for his mother aged 91. 
+H�NQRZV�WKH�YDOXHV�RI�FRPSDVVLRQ��
He represents the great values 
of this Gala and of the Durham 
FRPPXQLW\«ORRNLQJ�RXW�IRU�HDFK�
RWKHU��QHYHU�ZDONLQJ�E\�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�
side. Friends, these are the values of 
the people of Durham, these are the 
YDOXHV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�WKH�1RUWK�(DVW�
but, let me tell you something else, 
these are the values of the people 
of Britain as well, the values of the 
SHRSOH�RI�%ULWDLQ��6RXWK��1RUWK��(DVW�
and West. They are not Tory values. 

Ed Miliband
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They are our values – values of 
compassion, values of care, values of 
FRPPXQLW\��YDOXHV�RI�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU�
each other. (Applause). 
“These Tories, these Tories, want 
to blame everyone else for what is 
happening in our country but here 
is the truth: the problem of Britain 
is not a Government being let down 
by the people. It is the people being 
let down by its Government and 

WKLV�LV�WKH�WDVN�IRU�WKH�QH[W�/DERXU�
Government – as it was in 1945 as 
it was in 1964, as it was in 1997– to 
rebuild Britain, to rebuild Britain for 
ZRUNLQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\�DQG�
WKDW�LV�WKH�WDVN�WKDW�ZLOO�VWDUW�RQ�'D\�
One of the next Labour government. 
7D[�WKH�EDQNHUV·�ERQXVHV�DQG�SXW�
RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�EDFN�WR�ZRUN�DQG�
JHW�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�ZRUNLQJ�DJDLQ��
�&KHHUV�DQG�DSSODXVH���%UHDN�XS�RXU�

EDQNV�VR�WKDW�LQVWHDG�RI�KDYLQJ�D�
FRXQWU\�VHUYLQJ�WKHVH�EDQNV�ZH�KDYH�
EDQNV�WKDW�VHUYH�WKH�FRXQWU\�RQFH�
again. (Cheers and applause). 

´%UHDN�WKH�SRZHU�RI�5XSHUW�
0XUGRFK��DV�7RP�:DWVRQ�KDV�
so brilliantly done, so that no 
organisation can ever exercise that 
power ever again in this country. End 
the rip offs by our energy companies 
so the pensioners don’t have to 

choose between heating their 
homes and having food on the 
table. That is the mission of the 
next Labour Government. 

“Wherever there is power, we 
should challenge it. Wherever 
there is injustice, we should 
WDFNOH�LW��:KHUHYHU�WKHUH�LV�
XQIDLUQHVV��ZH�VKRXOG�ÀJKW�LW��
And to anyone who says, and 
there are a couple of them here 
today, who says it can’t be done 
let us remember our history. A 
hundred years ago, they said 
there would never be a Labour 
Government. We fought the 
Tories and we won. Then, they 
said there could never be a 
1DWLRQDO�+HDOWK�6HUYLFH�DQG�1\H�
Bevan fought the Tories and we 
won. (Cheers and applause). 

“Then, they said education 
would only be for the elite and 
we fought for the principle of 
education for all and we won. 
Then, they said there could 
never be a minimum wage 
and people would be paid 50p 
per hour. We fought for the 
minimum wage. We fought the 
Tories and we won. Labour 
is coming together. We are 
inspired by our traditions. We 
WDNH�FRXUDJH�IURP�WKH�EDWWOHV�ZH�
have won and we understand our 
WDVN�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�LV�WR�UHEXLOG�
our country on the values of 
the people of Durham, on the 
YDOXHV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�WKH�1RUWK�
East, on the values of the people 
RI�%ULWDLQ��5HVSRQVLELOLW\��
community, fairness, equality 
and justice – that is my mission. 
7KDW�LV�RXU�WDVN��7KDW�LV�WKH�
battle we can win together. 
7KDQN�\RX�YHU\�PXFKµ���&KHHUV�
and applause).
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Honoured International Guests 
Above:José Luis Villares addresses the Durham Miners Gala 2012

/HIW��$QGUpV�$YHOLQR�*XWLHUUH]�HQGV�KLV�VSHDFK�ZLWK�D�FOHQFKHG�ÀVW�VDOXWH

The Gala welcomed two honoured 
guests from the mining unions 

of Spain who, at the time of the 
*DOD��KDG�EHHQ�RQ�VWULNH�IRU����
GD\V�DJDLQVW�WKH�6SDQLVK�ULJKW�
wing government of prime minister 
0DULDQR�5DMR\��'XULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�
WKHLU�VWULNH��WKH�VWDWH�KDG�HPSOR\HG�
rubber bullets, teargas and baton 
charges to stop the miners’ tactics 
of organised mass marches, colliery 
occupations and civil disobedience. 
,Q�LQWURGXFLQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�6SDQLVK�
miner, Dave Hopper said he had 
EHHQ�VLFNHQHG�ZDWFKLQJ�LPDJHV�
RI�WKH�&LYLO�*XDUG�ÀULQJ�UXEEHU�
bullets and teargas canisters at “Our 
Comrades in Spain” and called for 
a massive international campaign in 
VXSSRUW�RI�WKHLU�VWULNH��HPSKDVLVLQJ�
WKH�'XUKDP�0LQHUV·�ORQJ�KLVWRU\�RI�
internationalism. 
-RVp�/XLV�9LOODUHV��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�
Federación de Industria de CCOO, 
was greeted by cheers when he 
opened his speech by bringing 
greetings from the miners of Spain. 
He explained the circumstances that 
KDG�SURYRNHG�WKHLU�DFWLRQ��,Q�WKH�
face of the serious economic crisis 
LQ�6SDLQ��WKH�5DMR\�JRYHUQPHQW�KDG�
reneged on an agreement to support 
the coal mining industry, a move 
which would lead, he said, to the 
closure of their mines and the loss 
of 30,000 jobs, in the their industry 
and those industries connected with 
it. This would devastate communities 
and cause hardship in areas already 
suffering badly from the effects of 
the crisis.

Spanish unemployment, José said, 
was the highest in Europe and was 
particularly high amongst young 
people. “The Government claims 
that there is no money to support the 
coal industry but there are 100,000 
million Euros available to support the 
EDQNVµ�-RVp�VDLG�

Concluding his speech, José added, 
“The support we have received can 
PDNH�KLVWRU\��:H�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�
thousands of encouraging words 
IURP�ZRUNHUV�WKDW�GRQ·W�EHORQJ�
WR�WKH�PLQLQJ�LQGXVWU\��7KH\�DVN�
XV�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKH�ÀJKW�DQG�WR�EH�
an example of how to defend the 
LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�ZRUNHUV���$SSODXVH���

“I am a miner and the father of a 
miner and I will give the last drop 
RI�P\�EORRG�ÀJKWLQJ�IRU�MXVWLFH�·�
(Applause). With your support we 
will continue our struggle defending 
our jobs, defending the mining of 
coal and the survival of the mining 
communities”. (Applause). 

´/RQJ�OLYH�WKH�ZRUNHUV·�VWUXJJOH���
/RQJ�OLYH�WKH�PLQHUV�µ��$SSODXVH�
and cheers).

The second Spanish miner, Andrés 
$YHOLQR�*XWLHUUH]��IURP�WKH�8QLyQ�
*HQHUDO�GH�7UDEDMDGRUHV��8*7���
WKDQNHG�WKH�'XUKDP�0LQHUV�IRU�
WKH�LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�VSHDN�DQG�EURXJKW�
greetings from his union. “We have 
EHHQ�µ�KH�VDLG��´���GD\V�RQ�VWULNH��
50 days on the streets, with 12 of 
our comrades occupying a mine in 
Asturias more than 600 metres below 
JURXQG«WKH�LQWHQWLRQV�RI�WKLV�ULJKW�

wing government are to condemn us 
to misery. They want to destroy the 
labour movement.

“How is it possible that they can give 
��������PLOOLRQ�(XURV�WR�WKH�EDQNV�
while they close the coal industry, 
the only producer of energy for 
Spain, while Germany is opening up 
more mines and energy production 
in the future will be more dependant 
RQ�FRDO��7KHVH�FXWEDFNV�DIIHFW�
everybody in Spain and it is time to 
change the economic model of our 
VRFLHW\��,W�LV�WLPH�IRU�HYHU\�ZRUNHU�LQ�
HYHU\�VRFLHW\�WR�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�DQG�
ÀJKW�WRJHWKHU�DJDLQVW�LQMXVWLFH�

�´/RQJ�OLYH�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV��/RQJ�
OLYH�WKH�PLQHUV�µ

'DYH�+RSSHU��WKDQNLQJ�WKH�WZR�
6SDQLVK�VWULNLQJ�PLQHUV��QH[W�
DQQRXQFHG�WKDW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�8QLRQ�
RI�0LQHZRUNHUV�ZDV�GRQDWLQJ��������
WR�KHOS�WKHP�DQG�WKLV�ÀJXUH�ZRXOG�
be matched by a further £5,000 from 
WKH�'XUKDP�0LQHUV·�$VVRFLDWLRQ��
He also pledged the full support of 
WKH�'XUKDP�0LQHUV�ZKR�ZRXOG��KH�
said, give the miners in Spain all the 
assistance they could muster. He then 
gave notice of two public meetings, 
RQH�LQ�0LGGOHVEURXJK�DQG�WKH�RWKHU��
LQ�1HZFDVWOH�WR�UDLVH�IXQGV�IRU�WKH�
comrades in Spain. 

�,Q�WKH�ZHHNV�WKDW�IROORZHG��WKH�
6SDQLVK�0LQHUV�6ROLGDULW\�&RPPLWWHH�
²�VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�'XUKDP�0LQHUV·�
Association  – raised and sent over 
30,000 Euros to help the Spanish 
miners and their families).
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 Only 11 days after the 128th 
Gala DMA President Dave Guy 
ORVW�KLV�EUDYH�ÀJKW�DJDLQVW�FDQFHU��
On Thursday August 2 2012 
over 500 attended a service at 
St Magdalen Church, Seaham 
Harbour in celebration of the life 
of this outstanding miners’ leader. 
The following tribute was printed 
on the funeral card:

David was born in Seaham on 
May 3 1946, one of the seven 
children of Alfred and Matilda 
Guy. His father Alfred was a 
miner at Vane Tempest colliery 
and David’s early life was 
typical of those who grew up in 
a community dominated by the 
coal industry. 

He was educated at  St Joseph’s 
Roman Catholic school in 
Seaham until the age of 15 when 
he started work at Dawdon 
Colliery. From an early age, he 
developed a strong sense of duty 
to his community and took an 
active part in the business of the 
Dawdon NUM miners’ lodge, 
where for many years he served 
as the lodge treasurer. He was a 

convinced socialist and an active 
member of the Labour Party.

In 1985, he was elected to the 
position of President of the 
National Union of Mineworkers 
(Durham Area). In the aftermath 
of the Great Miners’ Strike, it 
ZDV�D�GLIÀFXOW�WLPH�WR�WDNH�RIÀFH�
but he was immensely proud 
to be elected and considered 
it a real privilege to represent 
the mining communities and 
working-class people in general. 
However, it was a role which 
took David and his family away 
from the community he loved 
to Durham City where he never 
really settled. He later returned 
to Seaham to be amongst his 
people who he often described as 
‘the salt of the earth’.

David had many qualities. 
He was a deep thinker with 
a keen analytical mind and a 
determined will. He was an 
inspiring orator with the ability 
to interact and engage with 
people in any arena, whether 
professionally or socially. He 
was a caring and compassionate 

man, his values undoubtedly 
LQÁXHQFHG�E\�KLV�XSEULQJLQJ�DQG�
his experience of day-to-day life 
at the coal face.

 His innovation and 
determination secured millions of 
pounds compensation for injured 
mineworkers changing the lives 
of many thousands. Sustaining 
and presiding over the Durham 
Miners’ Gala was his passion and 
a further example of his excellent 
leadership. 

Family and friendship were 
very important to David and an 
integral aspect of his life. Those 
closest to him experienced his 
unconditional love, generosity, 
patience and support. Socialising 
presented David with a release 
IURP�WKH�GXWLHV�RI�RIÀFH�DQG�
those who have been fortunate 
enough to have spent time in his 
company will pay testimony to 
his warmth and humour. He also 
enjoyed music, sport, travel and 
current affairs, including the 
current form on the turf!

Despite David’s high public 
SURÀOH�KH�ZDV�D�YHU\�SULYDWH�DQG�
modest person and would almost 
certainly be surprised by the 
amount of attention his passing 
has generated. 

He was a true gentleman who 
will be sadly missed but he leaves 
us in the knowledge that his 
contribution, professional and 
personal, has been huge. His 
value base, determination for 
social justice and equality lives 
on through all those his life has 
touched and, in particular, those 
who bear his name. 

David leaves behind a dear 
wife Christine and two children 
Stephen and Maria from his 
ÀUVW�PDUULDJH�WR�-RDQ�DQG�PXFK�
loved grandchildren.

'DYLG�*X\������±�����

Dave Guy chairing the 2011 Gala
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Gala Photo Gallery
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0HPEHUVKLS�RI�WKH�'0$�ZLOO�HQWLWOH�
\RX�WR�WKH�IROORZLQJ�EHQH¿WV�RI�

PHPEHUVKLS�

Legal Support

7KURXJK�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ¶V�VROLFLWRUV��
7KRPSVRQV��WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�FDQ�RIIHU�
H[SHUW�VXSSRUW�RQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LVVXHV�

/HJDO�DGYLFH�DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZKHUH�
GHHPHG�DSSURSULDWH�LQ�DQ\�OLWLJDWLRQ�
FRQFHUQLQJ�DQ�LQMXU\�RU�GLVHDVH�

LQFXUUHG�RU�FRQWUDFWHG�ZKLOVW�ZRUNLQJ�
DV�D�PLQHU�LQ�WKH�'XUKDP�FRDO¿HOG�

/HJDO�DGYLFH�DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZKHUH�
GHHPHG�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�\RX�DQG�WKH�
PHPEHUV�RI�\RXU�IDPLO\�LI�\RX�VXIIHU�
LQMXU\�LQ�D�URDG�DFFLGHQW��ZKHWKHU�DV�D�
GULYHU��SDVVHQJHU��F\FOLVW�RU�SHGHVWULDQ�

/HJDO�DGYLFH�DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZKHUH�
GHHPHG�DSSURSULDWH�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU�
OLWLJDWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�DQ�LQMXU\�RU�

GLVHDVH�LQFXUUHG�RU�FRQWUDFWHG�RXWVLGH�
WKH�ZRUNSODFH�

)UHH�LQLWLDO�OHJDO�DGYLFH�RQ�DQ\�PDWWHU�

$�IUHH�ZLOO�IRU�\RX�DQG�\RXU�SDUWQHU�

/RZ�FRVW�FRQYH\DQFLQJ�

Representation

7KURXJK�RXU�QHWZRUN�RI�EUDQFK�
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�DQG�IXOO�WLPH�RI¿FLDOV�
ZH�FDQ�SURYLGH�H[SHUW�DQG�H[SHULHQFHG�

VXSSRUW�DQG�DVVLVWDQFH�ZLWK�

0LQHZRUNHUV�3HQVLRQ�6FKHPH�
HQWLWOHPHQWV�

6RFLDO�6HFXULW\�HQWLWOHPHQWV�LQFOXGLQJ�
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�EHIRUH�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\�

DQG�0HGLFDO�$SSHDO�7ULEXQDOV�

$GYLFH�DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RQ�DQ\�
LVVXHV�UHODWLQJ�WR�FRQFHVVLRQDU\�IXHO�

DQG�FDVK�LQ�OLHX

'XUKDP�0LQHUV¶
%HQH¿FLDO
0HPEHUVKLS

'XUKDP�0LQHUV¶�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
7HO����������������
)D[���������������

(PDLO��DGPLQ#GXUKDPPLQHUV�FR�XN�

3KRWRJUDSKV��7RQ\�*ULIÀWKV�SDJH����.HQ�5RZOH\��SDJHV������������������������DQG�
16. Mark Harvey: page 11(top left). Dave Temple: page 11 (top right).


