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Major Developments in the Last Six Months

Funding – FY 2016

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
· The Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA) is funded at $119 million for FY16 – an increase of $4.98 million (or 4%) over the FY 2015 enacted level.
· $2 million for the RHYA national prevalence study (from the HUD appropriations)
· Family Violence Prevention Services/Battered Women’s Shelters received an increase of $15 million which will allow HHS to launch the Specialized Services for Abused Parents and Their Children Program ($5 million) and increase grants for local and Tribal domestic violence services and State Domestic Violence Coalitions.  
· The Child Care and Development Block Grant is funded at $2.76 billion—an increase of $326 million over the FY 2015 enacted level.
· Head Start is funded at $9.17 billion—an increase of $570 million above the FY 2015 enacted level.

U.S. Department of Education
· The McKinney-Vento Act’s Education for Homeless Children and Youth Act (EHCY) program is funded at $70 million- an increase of $5 million (or 7%) over the FY 2015 enacted level
· Title I Grants to School Districts are funded at $14.9 billion, a $500 million increase above FY 2015. The omnibus continues language from previous appropriations bills allowing Title I funds to be used to provide children and youth experiencing homelessness with services not ordinarily provided to other students under Title I, including supporting the position of school district liaison and transportation to the school of origin. 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
· $2.25 billion for Homeless Assistance Grants – an increase of $115 million (or 5.4%) from FY 2015.  Of these funds:
· $1.91 billion is for Continuum of Care and rural housing stability assistance programs.
· Up to $33 million is to implement projects that demonstrate how a comprehensive approach can dramatically reduce youth homelessness. These projects would involve youth ages 24 and under in up to 10 communities, including at least four rural communities. 
· Up to $5 million is to provide technical assistance on youth homelessness and the collection, analysis and reporting of data and performance measures under the comprehensive approaches to serve youth experiencing homelessness.
· $4.5 million to HUD and HHS to evaluate the effectiveness of programs serving youth experiencing homelessness.

Programs

EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA) SIGNED INTO LAW: ESSA reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, including the McKinney-Vento Act’s Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program. ESSA greatly strengthens educational stability, access, services, and funding for homeless youth. It also requires States to report achievement data and graduation rates for homeless and foster youth.

FAMILY UNIFICATION PROGRAM (FUP) VOUCHERS: HUD and HHS recently announced the Family Unification Program and Family Self Sufficiency Demonstration which is an opportunity for child welfare directors and local public housing agencies to work together to provide young people with housing and service supports for up to five years. 

SAMHSA AND CABHI GRANTS AVAILABLE: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Cooperative Agreements to Support Homeless Individuals (CABHI) grants are available and is the first SAMHSA homelessness-specific FOA that includes youth and families as a targeted population of interest (it’s previously been veterans and chronically homeless individuals/families).  
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Priorities for 2016

Legislative

FEDERAL FUNDING: Last year, the budget caps were lifted for FY 2016 and FY 2017, which means there is more federal funding for discretionary programs.  The President’s budget was released February 9th and Congress is expected to start determining appropriation levels in early spring. Advocacy for increased funding from Congress for McKinney-Vento (HUD and ED) and RHYA funding should continue in 2016.  In addition, the President’s budget includes nearly $11 billion of mandatory spending over ten years for the Homeless Assistance for Families initiative, and an additional $2 billion of mandatory spending over five years for the Emergency Aid and Service Connection Initiative.  Both these could help prevent and end youth homelessness.  

REUATHORIZATION OF THE RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS YOUTH ACT (RHYA): Advocates continue to push for the Runaway and Homeless Youth and Trafficking Prevention Act (RHYTPA) to be brought up for a vote and to reach out to offices to secure enough votes to ensure passage through both the Senate and the House.

JUVENILE JUSTICE AND DELINQUENCY PREVENTION ACT (JJDPA): This bill would fully reauthorize the JJDPA, which was last reauthorized in 2002.  The JJDPA is the seminal federal legislation that reformed the juvenile justice system in 1974 and RHYA is title III of this act.

THE FAMILY FIRST ACT: This legislation would reform child welfare funding and, through incentives, would focus more foster care funding on prevention. For example, it would expand authorized services funded under Title IVE to include in-home and community-based prevention services to children and families at risk of foster care placement.  This bill is expected be introduced by Senator Hatch (R-UT) and Senator Wyden (D-OR).

Administrative

PREPARING FOR THE NEXT ADMINISTRATION:   Multiple coalitions and organizations are preparing for the next Administration by outlining what it can do to prevent and end youth homelessness in America.  This is an opportunity for AWHA and is an activity that we have already agreed to undertake together.

