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ROOT CAUSES
OF POVERTY

Sources of Vulnerability”

O

low education, lack of skills,
generational, language (ESL),
disability, women

@

©

migration, job loss, disability, children, youth
family breakdown, illness, seniors, parents
recession

S

household debt, access to services,
asset-stripping, discrimination/racism,
stagnant or low wages, credential recognition

Source: Calgary Poverty Initiative, 2013



't IS time to name the
problem we all know
ex|sts.
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It IS N0 accident that

people of color are
more likely to become

nomeless. I




it is the result of racism.
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Several races 2.

Several races 7.9%

African American 12.5% '

African American 45%
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scoping review: 898 articles

Trauma/Vi

(Center for Social Innovation, 2016)






| AMERICAN SLAVERY SEGREGATION
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“Social and racial inequities are
geographically inscribed.”

(Powell, 2003)



For 100 years, between 1870
and 1970, African Americans
moved to the cities of the North
and West.

Whites fled.






Report of the
Secretary’s Task
Force on

Black &
Minority
Health

1985




In January 1984--ten months after becoming Secretary of Health and
Human Services--I1 sent Health, United States, 1983 to the Congress.
It was the annual report card on the health status of the American

people.

That report--like its predecessors--documented significant progress:
Americans were living longer, infant mortality had continued to
decline--the overall American health picture showed almost uniform

improvement.

But, and that "but" signaled a sad and significant fact; there was a

in the burden of death and illness experienced

continuing disparit
with our nation's

by Blacks and other minority Americans as compare

population as a w ole.




What has 30+ years of
research has revealed!?

Minority



Stress




Interactions with society provide
the individual with information
on the construction of the world;

health is compromised when such
information Is incongruent with the
minority person’s experience

in the world.
—Meyer, 2003
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Equality
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what does this all mean?



Community

What Is our
obligation In
dismantling
racism®?




How do these responsibilities ditfer for
white people and people of color?
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What Can You Do About It’?
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Work to understand the problem more deepl 2
Consider your own biases R
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Begin a dlalogye In your agency/co
Call each other on racism when yo

Set up structures to combat ramsrﬁ { f’

discrimination in your agency (eg,, d
officers/committees, staff tralnlng) '
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What We Are Doing S
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Mobilize partnerships
Review the research literature
Examine national and local data

Find mtervena oNns to adapt, then t
and scale what works

Continue to educate people and t
bear withess

~ Center for %
J Socnal Innovatlo Y
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www.center4si.com
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Marc Dones

mdones@center4si.com
¥ @marcformarc
617-467-6014

Jeff Olivet

jolivet@center4dsi.com
W @jeffolivet
617-467-6014
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