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Capitalizing on our Momentum: The Future of FYS 

With the success of the Foundations for Youth Success (FYS) Community of Practice (CoP), members have expressed a desire to continue this conversation moving forward after CoP winds down at the end of 2016. Funders Together to End Homelessness recognizes this and hopes to take a few key steps to help expand upon and share the work of FYS. First, we will produce and market a number of resources developed from FYS’s work. Second, we will develop a youth network with FYS members and other funders interested in ending youth homelessness.

Resources: Sharing our Lessons
As FYS’s community of practice comes to an end, we want to be sure that all of the hard work, tough conversations, and “ah-ha” moments of the past two years are captured, recorded, and shared with the broader philanthropic community. At the final FYS convening in September, we plan on working with FYS member to help determine the types of resources and content that we want to produce. After that, Funders Together staff will work with FYS members over the next several months to create and share materials that will impact how funders work with their communities to end youth homelessness.

Youth Homelessness Network: Continuing the Conversation
In order to continue the collaborative learning and action of the CoP, funders together will establish a Youth Homelessness Network that will be open to all funders together members, including FYS alumni. This network will have a Steering Committee made up of Funders Together members and staff. The committee will determine ongoing content, suggest related partner events and resources, and serve as experts for newer funders.

As A Way Home America (AWHA) will serve as the convener of all sectors, Funders Together will work closely with A Way Home America to connect funders with resources and opportunities for their communities. Funders Together will also work to encourage funders to participate in AWHA by hosting meetings in conjunction with AWHA convenings and sharing AWHA work and philanthropy’s role in helping communities take advantage of said work. Furthermore, we work to align our advocacy work that of AWHA in order to amplify philanthropy’s voice in advancing key policy priorities.
As part of this network Funders Together will provide the following support:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Technical Assistance- Funders Together staff will provide support to communities interested in youth homelessness. Staff will also serve as connectors to other members when appropriate. 
2. Convening- Funders Together staff will assist with convening. These convenings will include in-person meetings (possibly in conjunction with AWHA convenings), webinars, and conference calls.
3. Peer-to-Peer Learning- Funders Together will continue to provide opportunities for funders to share with each other and learn from one another. This could include but is not limited to ongoing working groups focused on specific issues, mentor opportunities, and written material. 
4. Communications- Funders Together will work with A Way Home America and other partners to develop messaging around youth homelessness for the general public and other funders.
5. National Advocacy-Funders Together staff will highlight youth-based policy in our national advocacy work.



	
