
2019 Funders Forum Agenda 
Building the Will to End Unsheltered Homelessness  
February 20, 2019 
 
Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina 
1380 Harbor Island Drive 
San Diego, California 92101 
 
This agenda is subject to change. Please check back often for updates! 
8:30 – 9:00 Breakfast 
9:00 – 10:30 Opening and Framing 

Nan Roman, President and CEO of the National Alliance to End Homelessness, will 
set the stage for the day by talking about single adult and unsheltered 
homelessness, what we know and don’t know, and the unique challenges and 
solutions in addressing their homelessness.  
 
Participants will have an opportunity to share with each other what’s happening 
in their communities around unsheltered homelessness and what the local 
response has been. 

10:30 – 
12:00 

The Urgency to Build Public and Political Will Around Unsheltered 
Homelessness: What Philanthropy Can Do to Help Make a Stronger Case  
Keynote by Dr. Tiffany Manuel, President & CEO, TheCaseMade 
 
Across the country, efforts to address the issues of homelessness and affordable 
housing are gaining traction. The sheer scale of the challenges facing average 
Americans in finding decent housing is pushing these issues onto the national 
and local political agendas. Yet the deals being brokered to address affordable 
housing, often leave unsheltered populations out in the cold. So, even with this 
growing momentum, we need more firepower to move helpful policies, 
investments and programs forward. We need stronger alignment across 
stakeholders in our communities and we need greater public support. Building 
public and political will to move transformative solutions forward – especially 
those that have an equity lens – remains tough. In this keynote Dr. Tiffany 
Manuel, an expert in public will building, will speak to the role that philanthropy 
can play in helping to foster the kind of community alignment and public will 
building that can help us take advantage of the current momentum in the field.   
  
Following the keynote, participants will have an opportunity think about how the 
field might need to change our approach in will-building to address unsheltered 
homelessness and what questions we need to further explore. 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch 
1:00 – 2:30 Pushing for Real Solutions to End Unsheltered Homelessness 

https://www.drtiffanymanuel.com/


We’ll hear from national leaders and grassroots organizers to hear what’s 
happening across the country to address unsheltered communities. This 
conversation will also discuss how to balance crisis response with long-term 
systems change, types of advocacy or organizing needed, and opportunities 
funders have that government partners don’t have.  

2:30 – 4:00 Funder Conversations and Solutions 
We’ll break funders out into two groups for a deeper conversation specifically on 
the tension funders feel in their communities and the appropriate role of funders 
in responding to a growing crisis while calling for long-term solutions and 
systems change. This conversation will help participants process what they’ve 
heard during the day and how funders are thinking about narrative change work 
to increase affordable housing options.  

4:00 – 6:00 Networking Reception 
Funders Forum participants are invited to join us for an on-site networking 
reception.  

 


