
 
 

Marcella Middleton, Co-director, A Way Home America 
 
Marcella Middleton (she/her) based in Raleigh, North Carolina is a connector, motivator, and 
survivor. Determined to challenge the stereotype that “people mostly do what they see and not 
what they hear”, Marcella dedicated her life to traditional ideas of success such as school and a 
career. It is through personal and professional experiences that Marcella has gained the confidence 
and knowledge to challenge society’s ideals of success. Her evolution through consistent adversities 
has shifted her values which empowers greater self awareness and awareness of the world around 
her.  
 
Marcella is a Black mom, daughter, sister, aunt, and friend fighting everyday for freedom, equity, 
and protection for herself and those just like her. Marcella is book smart, street smart, and 
everything in between. She has a degree in Social Work and has advocated for 15 years for youth in 
foster care and other nontraditional living arrangements. Marcella’s advocacy started in 2005 at an 
organization called Sayso where she advocated, mentored, and worked on behalf of youth that are 
or have been in substitute care. After being introduced to the work in 2005 she went on to 
continue work as a social worker, social work trainer, and member of Hope Centers Board of 
Directors. Her work on the National Forum on Homelessness empowered Marcella to center her 
lived experiences to help guide the transformation of the youth homelessness system. 

https://awayhomeamerica.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=73bf87f438efbf3a53d4bbf32&id=1bd93033f5&e=cf337c29e7
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