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Espousing the Spouse of Our Youth 
“Our Faithfulness Starts at Home” 

 
 

I. SCRIPTURE 
 

“And this second thing you do. You cover the LORD [YAHUAH]’s altar with tears, with 
weeping and groaning because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with 
favor from your hand.  But you say, ‘Why does he not?’ Because the LORD [YAHUAH] 
was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been 
faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.  Did He not make 
them one, with a portion of the Spirit [RUACH] in their union?  And what was the one 
God [YAHUAH] seeking?  God [ELOHIYM][like] offspring.  So, guard yourselves in your 
spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth.”1 (Mal. 2:13-15). 
 

II. THE PURPLE SHIRT & TIE 
 

Each of you here today will remember that last evening we celebrated YAHUSHA 
[the LORD]‘s Supper.  But probably not many of you will remember what I wore last 
evening to His memorial.  Well, if you don’t remember, I wore a light purple striped 
shirt with a dark purple tie.  Any why should I bring this up in today’s message? Well, 
it’s not because I want to bring attention to myself with what I wore, but it is 
because I anguished over whether I should wear it or not.  I know that the color 
purple is a color of royalty.  And because I knew that we were about to celebrate our 
own royalty, to celebrate our King YAHUSHA [Jesus], I wanted to be sure that all of 
our attention was on Him, and none of it upon myself.  I prayed about it: “Dear 
Father, dear YAHUSHA [Jesus], should I wear this shirt that my youthful spouse had 
so nicely cleaned for me? [Comment: “Youthful Wife” insert]. 
 

I continued my prayer: Dear Father, dear YAHUSHA [Jesus], should I wear this purple 
tie that I have never worn before? Will this bring attention to me… rather than to 
You my King and ADONAI [LORD], Whom we are remember and celebrating this 
evening?” His answer to me was clear, although it didn’t complete rest my 
conscience over it last evening.  He answered: “to Him who loves us and has freed us 
from our sins by His blood and made us a kingdom, priests to His God [YAHUAH] and 
Father.” [Rev. 1:5b-6a]. “For You were slain [O YAHUSHA], and by Your blood You 

 
1. Mal. 13b-15; Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is from the ESV. 
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ransomed people for God [YAHUAH] from every tribe and language and people and 
nation and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God [YAH], and they 
shall reign on the earth.” [Rev. 5:9b-10]. 
 

Little did I realize last evening, that YAHUSHA [Jesus] would turn my concern into 
part of today’s message. 
 

And so, what does all this have to do with Espousing a Youthful Spouse, you might 
ask. Yeah, I want to get there to that part too… because that’s the romantic part of 
today’s message.  If you don’t believe me, then just look at today’s bulletin photo: 
 

 
 
Today’s message comes from the book of Malachi, chapter 2.  Did you notice in 
today’s scripture about us being faithful to the wife of our youth, that it starts out 
with “and this second thing you do”? And so, if “Espousing the Spouse of Our Youth” 
is today’s message, and it is the “second thing” we should do, then we should 
probably begin with the first thing we should do, shouldn’t we? 
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III. OUR OBLIGATION AS KINGS & PRIESTS TO OUR YAH [God] [HalleluYAH!] 
 

Last evening, from scripture, you and I both learned that “whoever, therefore, eats 
the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord [YAHUAH] in an unworthy manner will be 
guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord [YAHUAH].  Let a person examine 
himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  For anyone who eats and 
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.  That is why 
many of you are weak and ill, and some have died [fallen asleep].”  (1 Corinthians 
11:27-32 NKJV). And so now, Malachi says this: 
 

And so, the “first thing” we should do actually starts with me, but it also starts with 
you.  As we read Malachi’s words, let’s apply them to our own life and our own 
witness to others who share the same Father and the same King as we share.  The 
word of YAHUAH [God] concerning this says: 
 

“And now, O priests, this command is for you.  If you will not listen, if you will not 
take it to heart to give honor to my name, says the LORD of hosts [YAHUAH 
TSEVA’OTH], then I will send the curse upon you and I will curse your blessings.  
Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you do not lay it to heart.  Behold, I will 
rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on your faces, the dung of your offerings, 
and you shall be taken away with it. So shall you know that I have sent this command 
to you, that my covenant with Levi may stand, says the LORD of hosts [YAHUAH 
TSEVA’OTH].  My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to 
him. It was a covenant of fear, and he feared me.  He stood in awe of my name. True 
instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked with me 
in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity.  For the lips of a priest 
should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth, for he 
is the messenger of the LORD of hosts [YAHUAH TSEVA’OTH].  But you have turned 
aside from the way. You have caused many to stumble by your instruction. You have 
corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts, and so I make you despised 
and abased before all the people, inasmuch as you do not keep my ways but show 
partiality in your instruction.”  
 

“Have we not all one Father? Has not one God [EL] created us? Why then are 
we faithless to one another, profaning the covenant of our fathers?   Judah has 
been faithless, and abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. 
For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the LORD [YAHUAH], which he loves, and has 
married the daughter of a foreign god.  May the LORD [YAHUAH] cut off from the 
tents of Jacob any descendant of the man who does this, who brings an offering to 
the LORD of hosts [YAHUAH TSEVA’OTH]!” [Mal. 2:1-12]. 
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The take away for me from this passage is this: 
 

1. As children of the Sovereign ADONAI YAHUSHA [Lord Jesus], you and I are priests, 
Levites as it were, who are assigned the sacred role of blessing others.  If we don’t 
properly honor the name of YAHUAH TSEVA’OTH [the LORD of hosts], then instead 
of being blessed, we will be cursed… and more than that, the blessings that we 
intend to provide to others, including to our own children… our own grand-
children… our own nieces and nephews, and the other children within our sphere 
of influence, will instead be a curse to them.  Do you think that these works in the 
Lord [YAHUAH]’s prayer are just words when YAHUSHA [Jesus] taught us to pray 
to our Father, the “the LORD of hosts”: “hallowed be Thy Name!”? HalleluYAH! 
[Praise His Holy Name!] [Comment on the holy name: YAH] 

2. We claim to be children of the YAHUAH TSEVA’OTH [the LORD of hosts], but you 
and I have corrupted our priestly covenant: the law of YAHUAH [God].  We have 
been unfaithful to Him, and we have also been unfaithful to our Sovereign King 
ADONAI YAHUSHA [Lord Jesus]! And how have we done that, you ask? We have 
been unfaithful by our adulterous way of life! We have loved the world…! And we 
have desired the acceptance of others…! rather than loving our Father and King, 
and espousing and obeying them, and living the way of life that They (Father & 
Son) have set before us. And now, through our conflicted life, through our 
disobedience to the Almighty ELOHIYM, our instruction to others show partiality 
to the world, and a curse is upon us, as it is on them as well. 

 
IV. ESPOUSING THE SPOUSE OF OUR YOUTH 

 

To the best of memory, it was during the Christmas season in 1996 that I became 
“saved”. Before that, I had been living an unrestrained, adulterous lifestyle for more 
than forty (40) years. I was home during a break between my work in Vietnam and 
the Philippines.  Not long afterward, I would come to read this wise Proverb: “let 
your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth”.  I now no longer 
desired to become intoxicated by a forbidden world, nor by its forbidden fruit. My 
prayers were that even at 40-something I could have this type of spouse: one that I 
could grow old with, despite that I was already getting pretty old myself.  And so, I 
thought I was praying for the impossible. And the doubt set in: “how could it be, I 
thought, that I had enough remaining years left in my life… where I could build up 
some memories, and espouse a faithful lifetime God-bless marriage relationship with 
someone else?” Even worse than those doubts, was the doubt that after many 
selfish, adulterous years of using others for my own purpose, that I could convert my 
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own selfish lusts and desires for an unselfish, faithful remaining lifetime desire for 
one woman who was committed to a life faithful to the same LORD of Hosts and 
Sovereign King?” And today, I stand here and say… 
 

Praise YAHUAH [God] that “for nothing will be impossible with God [Yah].” (Luke 
1:37).  Yes, HalleluYAH…! As every one here today is witness to at least some of the 
twenty-two (22) years that I have been espoused to the spouse of my Youth (Hydie). 
 

V. OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS STARTS AT HOME – THE SECOND THING 
 

Have you ever wondered why when you pray… when you are in anguish, and you 
shed heartfelt tears before God, that He no longer hears you? In today’s scripture, 
Malachi reminds us that it is … 
 

“… this second thing you do. You cover the LORD [YAHUAH]’s altar with tears, with 
weeping and groaning because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with 
favor from your hand.  But you say, ‘Why does he not?’ Because the LORD [YAHUAH] 
was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been 
faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.  Did He not make 
them one, with a portion of the Spirit [RUACH] in their union?  And what was the one 
God [YAHUAH] seeking?  God [ELOHIYM][like] offspring.  So, guard yourselves in your 
spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth.” (Mal. 2:13-15). 
 

Let’s consider this for a moment: “How can you and I expect YAHUAH [God] to be 
faithful to us, when we are not faithful in our own families?” You may say, “Well 
Rich, I have never slept with another man or woman.” Then if you feel that this alone 
is “faithfulness”, then I ask you to remember our lesson a few weeks ago of. 
Remember when YAHUAH [God]’s king, the “man after God’s own heart” had to turn 
his blindness over to YAHUAH [God].  When in the process, King David began to see 
that his royal clothing was nothing more than a bunch of filthy rags.  He started to 
see that it was his pride, his arrogance and his lifestyle was nothing more than a 
miserable, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked condition.  Let me ask you wives and 
husbands, “when was the last time that you took the risk of saying ‘I love you’ to the 
woman of your youth without an expectation that they would say it, or feel it back to 
you? When is the last time that you actually looked at the spouse of your youth with 
the same eyes, the same desire, the same heart that you looked at him or her when 
you first fell in love? When was the last time that you actually espoused your 
spouse’s dreams and desires over your own? Where you actually had to give 
something up that you felt you were entitled to, to help your spouse achieve their 
own dream or desire? If you are having trouble answer, then do what King David did. 
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Remember now how he repented of his own selfish, sinful condition… that he 
exchanges his regal, polluted, depressed lifestyle in for a joyful, righteous walk with 
YAHUAH [God].  Yes, he turns in his selfish, adulterous years of using others for his 
own purpose, so that he could convert his own selfish lusts and desires for an 
unselfish, faithful remaining lifetime of desire for his now own beloved YAHUAH 
TSEVA’OTH [the LORD of hosts].  And remember now how he appealed to you and me 
to confess our adulterous condition, our own prideful poison to Him so that we can 
start to look differently at, to espouse our own spouses, husbands and wives… so 
that we can start to espouse our own grandchildren, our own nieces and nephews, 
and the other children within our sphere of influence… so that we are the blessing 
that we intend to be for them, instead of the curse that is the default and 
unintended consequences of an unfaithfulness lifestyle.  And so my goal today, dear 
friends and family, is to make us one again with our Father and our Savior, who has 
previously provided us a portion of the Spirit [RUACH] in our union.  So that we will 
remember that He is seeking an offspring that is also loving and faithful to Him.  
Today, dear brothers and sisters, let’s continue to strive to bring back the zest, the 
first love back into our relationship with God, Whom and Whose way of life, we 
espoused again.  And as we felt when we first met Him, we ask… 
 

VI. CLOSING PRAYER (based on Psalm 5:18-23) 
 

Let our fountain be blessed, O dear Father, let us rejoice in the spouse of our youth.  
May I feel toward You and him, in her the same, that you are as a lovely deer, a 
graceful doe. Under Your wings and in her embrace, let us be filled at all times with 
delight; intoxicated always in Your love. 
 

In your embrace, I no longer feel that I need to be intoxicated with a forbidden love 
and embrace the bosom of an adulteress world.  For although I may keep my selfish 
thoughts and actions secret to others, my spouse or the youth within my sphere of 
influence, I am no longer blind but see that my ways are ever before the Your eyes, 
dear Father and dear King. 
 

I give myself totally to you now, I espouse You… I also give myself totally to and 
espouse the others you have entrusted within my sphere, including my own husband 
and wife, in which we have shared and continue to share that portion of Your RUACH 
[Spirit] that you have provided in our union.   
 

And as we close today, we give you a “HalleluYAH” for the covenant you have made 
with us, one of an abundant and peaceful life with You, as we serve You as Your 
priests and kings here on earth while we wait for Thy eternal King come. HalleluYAH!  


