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Until It is Finished 
“The Progression of Carrying the Cross” 

 
 

I. SCRIPTURE 
 

“For You are my rock and my fortress; therefore, for Your name’s sake, lead me and 
guide me. Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O LORD 

[YAHUAH] God [EL] of truth.”1 (Ps. 31:3,5; [NKJV]). 
 

II. DESIRING YAHUSHA [Jesus] MORE THAN YOURSELF 
 

“Then (Jesus [YAHUSHA]) said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me’.” (Luke 9:23; [NKJV]). 
 

On today’s bulletin, is a picture of a young man carrying a cross. Although he had 
heard the story many times before, he has just read YAHUSHA [Jesus]’s words again 
in Luke 9.  YAHUSHA [Jesus] had just called His twelve disciples together and gave 
them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases; He had just sent 
them out to preach the kingdom of His Father YAHUAH [God] and to heal the sick. 
And then, afterward, as they came back from their mission, they witnessed how 
YAHUSHA [Jesus] fed the five thousand (5,000) men, plus women and children. But 
before He performed this remarkable miracle, He had told His disciples, “You give 
them something to eat”. But once again their faith was weak, and once again they 
failed His command, “You feed them”.  (Luke 9:13).  And now, the young man has 
just read that in that moment of weakness of faith, Peter confesses that YAHUSHA 
[Jesus] was the MASHIACH [Christ] of YAHUAH [God].  This young man in today’s 
picture now wants to be a true, committed disciple of YAHUSHA [Jesus] like Peter.  
He has just read YAHUSHA [Jesus]’s words about what that really means… that 
YAHUSHA [Jesus] said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let [them] deny 
[themself], and take up [their] cross daily, and follow Me.  For whoever desires to 
save [their] life will lose it, but whoever loses [their] life for My sake will save it.  For 
what profit is it to a [person] if [they] gain the whole world, and is themself 
destroyed or lost?  For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, [He says] of him 
the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, 
and of the holy angels.” (Luke 9:23b-26). And now, our young man decides to totally 
denies himself, pick up his cross, and choose The Christ [MASHIACH] of YAHUAH 

 
1. Prov. 15:4; Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is from the New King James Version. 
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[God], YAHUSHA as His own personal savior.  And He now faces the course and steps 
ahead. He knows it won’t be easy and He begins to contemplates today’s scripture 
from Psalm 31 and starts to find the inner strength and joy he needs as he places the 
weight of his cross upon himself. He says aloud, “For You, [O LORD (YAHUAH) God (EL) 
of truth] are my rock and my fortress; therefore, for Your name’s sake, lead me and 
guide me. Into Your hand I commit my spirit; [for] You have redeemed me...” (Ps. 
31:3,5).  
 

And so now, he begins to contemplate what YAHUSHA [Jesus] had to endure as He 
picked up His own cross, as He denies Himself to follow His Father’s will.  He 
remembers now that when YAHUSHA [Jesus] was forced to carry His cross at the 
beginning of his trip to death on Calvary, that He fell down because He was very 
weak. He had just received all those scourges.  And in that moment, His Father 
YAHUAH [God] sends Simon from Cyrene to help ease His burden.   
 
And so next, our young man fast-forwards his thoughts to what YAHUSHA [Jesus] 
said and did while He was affixed to that same cross on Calvary with the nails that he 
knows that he himself helped drive into YAHUSHA [Jesus]’s flesh.  He now realizes in 
everything YAHUSHA {Jesus] did and said until His last breath, that He was always 
thinking of others. And so, He follows YAHUSHA [Jesus]’s words and actions on His 
own Cross. 
 

III. FORGIVING OTHERS 
 

“Then Jesus [YAHUSHA] said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
do’.” (Luke 32:34).   
 
And so, this young man realizes this the very first of the Jesus [YAHUSHA]’s words 
there. In all, he realizes that He was thinking of others, until the very end of life. He 
realizes that even He while experiencing the horrible pain of crucifixion, YAHUSHA 
[Jesus] was praying for the very people who caused His suffering.  And now he 
realizes that YAHUSHA [Jesus] came to earth for the purpose of forgiving sinners and 
so He had loved them and forgave them up until His very end.  Now, he realizes that 
he must do the same thing.  For it was because of his own sins that YAHUSHA [Jesus] 
was suffering on His own cross.2 

 

2. Don Steward, “What is the Significance of the Words Jesus Spoke While on the Cross?” Blue 
Letter Bible, Accessed May 8, 2021, 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/don_stewart/don_stewart_809.cfm. 
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IV. SAVING OTHERS 
 

“And Jesus [YAHUSHA] said to [the thief on the cross next to Him], ‘Assuredly, I say 
to you today, you will be with Me in Paradise’.” (Luke 32:43). 
 

Like the young man, we realize now too, that not only did YAHUSHA [Jesus] forgive 
those who had crucified Him, but He had also forgiven one of the thieves whose path 
had  led him to being crucified on his cross just next to Him.  It was at this time, that 
YAHUSHA [Jesus] made His second statement that promised to forgive this repentant 
thief.  When the two (2) thieves were put on the cross, both of them had cursed 
YAHUSHA [Jesus], but… as time elapsed, one had a change of heart.  So, we realize 
now, too, that it will be our own cross-carrying example, our own words and actions 
that will help save others in the world who are dying.  And now that we have 
forgiven them, we now begin to share with them with the same hope that we share: 
that in MESSIAH [Christ] they too, can share eternal life with us in Paradise.3 
 

V. UPHOLDING THE LAW & THE PROPHETS 
 

“When Jesus [YAHUSHA] therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved 
standing by, He said to His mother, ‘Woman, behold your son!’ Then He said to the 
disciple, ‘Behold your mother!’ And from that hour that disciple took her to his own 
home.” (John 19:26-27). 
 

And after we ponder these words, we realize now that as YAHUSHA [Jesus] 
continued to suffer on His cross, His mind is still on others, and not on Himself.  And 
a He sees His mother standing near the Apostle John, says "Woman, behold your 
son".  He then looked at John and said, "Behold your mother!" By doing this, He was 
entrusting the care of His mother to John.  For the law required the firstborn son to 
take care of his parents, and Jesus was obeying the law of His Father YAHUSHA [God] 
right up until the very end.  Remember, it was early in His ministry that YAHUSHA 
[Jesus] emphasized His respect for the law by saying, “Do not think that I came to 
destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill”. 
 

And so now, we realize we must do the same thing that YAHUSHA [Jesus] did.  Now, 
as we go forward carrying our own cross, we commit ourselves to honoring and 
obeying the law throughout our lives as He also honored the law in His own life, even 
while suffering His own cruel death on the cross.4 

 
3. Don Steward. 
4. Ibid. 
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VI. ALLOWING YAHUAH [God] TO RECONCILE HIMSELF TO US 
 

“And about the ninth hour Jesus [YAHUSHA] cried out with a loud voice, saying… ‘My 
God, My God, [ELIY, ELIY,] why have You forsaken Me?’”  (Matt. 27:46). 
 

And by now, as we read these words spoken next by YAHUSHA [Jesus] from His 
cross, we realize that His Father was placing the sins of the world upon His Son.  You 
see, in order that everything in the universe that had been affected by sin could be 
made right again with YAHUAH [God], YAHUSHA [Jesus] had to suffering the pain and 
separation that we deserve.  That it was at that moment, “that is, that God [YAHUAH] 
was in Christ [MASHIACH] reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing [our] 
trespasses to [us], [but] has committed to us the word of reconciliation”, (1 Cor. 
5:19), as Paul had said.  And so now, we are humbled as we realize that in order for 
us to be reconciled to YAHUAH [God], the Father had to forsake His Son YAHUSHA 
[Jesus] and punish Him on our behalf.5 

 
VII. THIRSTING AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 

“After this, Jesus [YAHUSHA], knowing that all things were now accomplished, that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, ‘I thirst!’.” (John 19:28). 
 

And now, we are in full sync in our thinking with the young man in today’s picture.  
We realize that the fifth statement that YAHUSHA [Jesus] made from the cross is 
reminding us again that He suffered as a human being for us. Yes, He lived as a man 
and suffered as a man in order that He could identify with you and me.  From this 
statement, we realize again that YAHUSHA [Jesus] had to suffer the full physical 
effect of crucifixion… that there could be no easing up, for He knew that the full 
weight of our sins was placed upon Him.6   
 

And so now, we know full well that we cannot ease up either, as we take up our 
cross again today, and tomorrow, and the next day, and everyday forward … as we 
walk forward with our Savior, the first love of our life. Now we realize that it is only 
our hunger and thirst for His righteousness, that we will truly be filled by Him. (Matt. 
5:6).  We realize now that it really is all about our priorities: that for us to even have 
a chance at our own heart’s desire, that we realize that we must indeed “…seek first 
the kingdom of [our] YAHUAH [God] and His righteousness, before our [own] 
physical needs will be added to us.  Therefore, [we] do not worry about tomorrow, 

 
5. Ibid. 
6. Ibid.  
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[but we only worry about carrying our cross for this day,] for tomorrow will worry 
about its own things.  [And] sufficient for [our] day [today] is [our] own trouble.” 
(Matt. 6:33-34).  

 
VIII. REMAINING COMMITTED, UNTIL IT IS FINISHED 

 

“And when Jesus [YAHUSHA] had cried out with a loud voice, He said, ‘Father, into 
Your hands I commit My spirit’.  Having said this, He breathed His last.”  (Matt. 
23:46). 
 

This is the final statement that we have from our Master and our Savior before His 
death.  We see now, that He had remained committed to His walk with His Father. 
That He carried His own cross, from birth until He was ultimately nailed to at death.  
Now, everything has been completed and it is time to give back His own human 
spirit. For we realize that YAHUSHA [Jesus] had previously made the promise that He 
would willingly lay down His life for His sheep.  And now indeed, after as YAHUSHA 
[Jesus] realizes that He has faithful in all He was supposed to do, He says to His 
Father, “into Your hands I [now] commit My Spirit”.  From His final words, we realize 
that YAHUSHA [Jesus] had to purposely dismiss His [own] spirit; it could not be taken 
from Him.  Now, because He had been lived a life committed to His Father, choosing 
the path and the death of the cross, He would finally say with His own tongue, “Into 
Your hand I commit My spirit; You have redeemed me, O LORD [YAHUAH] God [EL] 
of truth”. (Ps. 31:3,5; [NKJV]). 
 

IX. HAVE YOU CLAIMED & PICKED UP YOUR OWN CROSS YET? 
 

Today dear brothers and sisters in MESSIAH [Christ], have you claimed and picked up 
your own cross yet? The one that has your name on it? Have you committed yourself 
to picking it up like the young man has already done in today’s picture? Whether you 
want to believe it or not, there is a specific one that has your name on it.  Or… are 
you still having problems denying yourself?  Maybe today, you are still thinking 
about, worrying about how others might be mistreating you? Maybe they are 
mocking you like the crowd mocked YAHUSHA [Jesus]?  But, YAHUSHA [Jesus] 
beckons you now to forgive them? For if you forgive others their trespasses, He will 
also forgive you your own trespasses. Or maybe your beam is blinding you instead? 
 

Are you committed to living a life similar to the one that YAHUSHA [Jesus] had 
committed to the woman who was caught in adultery, who He told to keep the law 
and the prophets, to “go and sin no more”? Or are you clinging to some form of 
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cheap grace, instead? Where you somehow think that your behavior, what you say 
and do, doesn’t really matter?  That you can think and do what you want? “I have 
free choice and free will, after all”, you think. And you know what, you are right! You 
do have your own free will and choice.  But then you don’t also have the free gift of 
grace yet, for you have not yet yielded these over to MESSIAH [Christ]. Remember 
what Peter had to commit to at His reinstatement of grace? He yielded himself, his 
own will, and chose the path and will of YAHUSHA [Jesus] instead. For YAHUSHA 
[Jesus], who just won the argument with Satan over Peter, tells Peter, “‘Most 
assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked 
where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish’.  This He spoke, 
signifying by what death [Peter] would glorify God [YAHUAH].  And when He had 
spoken this, He said [again] to him, ‘Follow Me’.”  (John 21:18-20). 
 

So I ask you again, dear brothers and sister. Are you allowing YAHUHA [God] to lead 
you, and reconcile you and your walk with your cross through the RUACH 
HA’QODESH [Holy Spirit]? Or are you too clever for Him? Remember, too, that He 
told Nicodemus before telling him that “that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life”, tells him that “unless [you are] born again, [you] 
cannot see the kingdom of God [YAHUAH]”.   
 

So, I ask you, are you hungering and thirsting after His righteousness above each and 
all of your own desires? Are you seeking first His kingdom and His righteousness, or is 
that a lower priority? If it isn’t your first priority, then I would like to give you the 
opportunity now to do exactly that.  Let’s let YAHUSHA [Jesus] know now by raising 
our hands in saying, “Yes, dear YAHUSHA [Jesus]! With your help, I am definitely 
ready and willing to forgive all those turkeys in my life, so that as I pick up the cross 
you have selected for me, that the strength that I will need can be renewed by you 
within me… and I will be able to soar with the eagles, as you have promised.  For you 
have promised, “Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, 
the LORD [ELOHAI OLAM, YAHUAH], The Creator of the ends of the earth, neither 
faints nor is weary. [That] His understanding is unsearchable.  [That] He gives power 
to the weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength.  [That] even the 
youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall,  but those who 
wait on the LORD [YAHUAH] Shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 
(Isa. 40:28-31).  So, thank you dear Father, dear YAHUSHA [Jesus], dear RUACH 
[Spirit]. We choose now to pick up our cross and follow your lead.  Thank you. Amen. 
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