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Jesus Wept 
“YEHUSHA [Jesus]: Our Resurrection & Our Life” 

 
 

I. SCRIPTURE 
 

“Jesus [YAHUSHA] said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 

Me, though he may die, he shall live.  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall 

never die’.” (Matt. 25:25-26a; [NKJV]).1 

 

II. THE SHORTEST VERSE IN THE BIBLE 
 

I remember as a young boy, growing up in Placerville, California... my family lived out 
in the countryside in the Sierra Nevada foothills.  My brother, sister and I attended a 
private, Christian school in town that offered us a Christian education from grades 1 
through 10.  Times were a little different back then than they are nowadays.  The 
kids were probably a little more rugged back then than they are today. We would 
have to walk to and from the bus stop that was about a mile away from our house. 
There, we would wait for the school bus to pick us up, and would take the bus ride 
that would take between 45 minutes and an hour to get us to and from school.  
 

I was a pretty good student, earning mostly A’s in class, but I would certainly do just 
the minimum to get by.  I remember that once in a while that my Bible teachers 
would ask us to come to class with a favorite bible text that we were supposed to 
memorize and recite aloud in front of class.  I wasn’t too good at memorization, and 
so being the smart aleck that I was, when it came to my turn, I would go to the front 
of the class and recite John 11:35, the shortest verse in the Bible: “Jesus wept.”  The 
other students would snicker, but the teachers weren’t too impressed.  Little did I 
realize back then about the true meaning and significance of those words. You see… 
 

III. THE MOST POWERFUL TEXT IN THE BIBLE 
 

“Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, [in] the town of Mary and her 
sister Martha. It was that Mary who anointed the Lord [ADONAI] with fragrant oil 
and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.  Therefore, the 
sisters sent to Him, saying, ‘Lord [ADONAI], behold, he whom You love is sick.’  [And] 

 
1. John 11:25-26a; Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is from the New King James Version. 
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when Jesus [YAHUSHA] heard that, He said, ‘This sickness is not unto death, but for 
the glory of God [YAH], that the Son of God [ELOHIYM] may be glorified through it’.” 
(John 11:1-5). 
 

“These things He said, and after that He said to them, ‘Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but 
I go that I may wake him up’.  Then His disciples said, ‘Lord [ADONAI], if he sleeps, 
[then] he will get well.’  However, YAHUSHA [Jesus] spoke of his death, but they 
thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep. (John 11:11-15,17). 
 

“Then YAHUSHA [Jesus] said to them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead.  And I am glad for your 
sakes that I was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless, let us go to him.’ So, 
when YAHUSHA [Jesus] came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four 
days.” (John 11:14-15,17). 
 

“Then Martha, as soon as she heard that YAHUSHA [Jesus] was coming, went and 
met Him, but Mary was sitting in the house.  Now Martha said to YAHUSHA [Jesus], 
‘Lord [ADONAI], if You had been here, my brother would not have died.  But even 
now I know that whatever You ask of God [YAH], God [YAHUAH] will give You.’” 
(John 11:20-22). 
 

“YAHUSHA [Jesus] said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again’.” (John 11:23). 
 

“Martha said to Him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 
[But] YAHUSHA [Jesus] said to her [what I believe is the most powerful verse in the 
entire Bible, and today’s scripture], ‘I am the resurrection and the life! He who 
believes in Me, though he may die, [yet] he shall live!  And whoever lives and 
believes in Me shall never die!” (John 11:24-26a).  And then He looks at Martha and 
asks her: 
 

“Do you believe this?”  [And] she said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord [ADONAI], I believe that You 
are the Christ [HA’MASHIACH], the Son of God [ELOHIYM], who is to come into the 
world’.” (John 11:26b-27). 
 

What do you think brothers and sisters? As you hear this story again, did Martha 
answer YAHUSHA [Jesus] correctly? Let me repeat YAHUSHA [Jesus]’s same words 
and ask you the same question: 
 

YAHUSHA [Jesus] said “I am the resurrection and the life! He who believes in Me, 
though he [or she] may die, [yet] he [and she] shall live!  And whoever lives and 
believes in Me shall never die!” And so, brothers and sister, “Do you believe this!?”  
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And as we should, we each respond now from our heart with certainty and without 
hesitation: “Yes ADONAI YAHUSHA [Lord Jesus]! We believe that You are the 
MESSIAH [Christ], the Son of YAHUUAH [God], Who is to come into the world [to give 
us eternal life]!” 
 

As so we, as Martha did… we lay claim to the most powerful promise in the Bible, 
and we remember the words that our Master had told us earlier, “For [My Father] 
God [YAHUAH] did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world through [Me] might be saved. He [or she] who believes in [Me] is not 
condemned; but [they] who [do] not believe is condemned already, because [they 
have] not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God [YAHUAH].”  (John 
3:17-18). 
 

IV. YAHUSHA [Jesus] WEEPS 
    

“Now Martha leaves YAHUSHA [Jesus] and returns back to her home.  She secretly 
calls to her sister Mary, saying ‘The Teacher has come and is calling for you.’  As soon 
as [Mary] heard that, she arose quickly and came to Him.  Now Jesus [YAHUSHA] had 
not yet come into the town, but was in the place where Martha met Him.  Then the 
Jews who were with her in the house, and comforting her, when they saw that Mary 
rose up quickly and went out, followed her, saying, ‘She is going to the tomb to weep 
there’.”  (John 11:28b-31). 
 

“Then, when Mary came where Jesus [YAHUSHA] was, and saw Him, she fell down at 
His feet, saying to Him, ‘Lord [ADONAI], if You had been here, my brother would not 
have died’. Therefore, when Jesus [YAHUSHA] saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled.  And He said, 
‘Where have you laid him?’ [And] they said to Him, ‘Lord [ADONAI], come and see’.” 
(John 11:32-24).   
 

And so, my brothers and sisters here today… YAHUSHA [Jesus]… knowing that He 
was about bring Lazarus back to life… looks upon Mary and Martha… He also looks 
upon the Jews who were comforting the family… He also looks upon the crowd that 
had gathered around the tomb who were in pain, who were in deep anguish over the 
death of a brother… who were in deep anguish over the death of a son… who were in 
deep anguish over the death of a friend… Yes YAHUSHA [Jesus] knowing that He was 
about to raise His friend Lazarus from the grave, feels the pain and anguish of the 
people around Him.  And as He realizes that as the “son of man” (a term He would 
come to love and say of Himself even more than He claimed the title of the one and 
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only begotten son of God [YAHUAH]… He realizes that even He Himself would face 
death: the death on the cross… And so He understands, and feels the anguish and 
pain of their humanity...  And then… 
 

“Jesus [YAHUSHA] wept”. (John 11:35).  
 

V. YAHUSHA [Jesus]: THE RESURRECTION & THE LIFE 
    

“Then Jesus [YAHUSHA], again groaning in Himself, [goes] to the tomb. It [is] a cave, 
and a stone lay against it.  [Then] Jesus [YAHUSHA] [says, ‘Take away the stone’.  
(John 11:38-39a). 
 

Brothers and sister, don’t forget that YAHUSHA [Jesus] is NOW standing in front of a 
bunch of doubters who are looking on.  Remember that in doubt, “…some of [the 
Jews who were there had said, ‘Could not this Man [YAHUSHA (Jesus)], Who [had] 
opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this man from dying?’” (John 11:37).  
And now, too, Martha, though she had already made her confession of faith just a 
short time ago before YAHUSHA [Jesus], is also still in doubt. Yes, “Martha, the sister 
of him who was dead, [now still in doubt, replies] to Him, ‘Lord [ADONAI], by this 
time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.’” But! Jesus [YAHUSHA] [says] 
to Martha [as He looks lovingly upon her anguish and tears, ‘Dear one,] did I not say 
to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God [YAHUAH]?’” (John 
11:39b-40). 
 

Then… they [take] away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying.  
And “Jesus [YAHUSHA] lifted up His eyes [to heaven] and [says], ‘Father, I thank You 
that You have heard Me.  I know that You always hear Me, but because of [these 
grieving, doubting] people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that 
You sent Me’.  Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, come forth!’”  (John 11:41-43). 
 

And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face 
was wrapped with a cloth.  [And] Jesus [YAHUSHA] [says] to them, ‘Loose him, and 
let him go’.” (John 11:44). 
 

VI. YAHUAH [God] ALONE HOLDS THE FATE OF MANKIND 
 

A. YAHUAH HOLDS THE FATE OF THE DEAD 
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“Then [Moses] pleaded with the LORD [EL-YAHUAH] at that time, saying: ‘O 
Lord GOD [ADONAI YAHUAH], You have begun to show Your servant Your 
greatness, and Your mighty hand, for what god is there in heaven or on earth who 
can do anything like Your works and Your mighty deeds? [And most likely with 
groaning and with tears, Moses continues his plea before YAHUAH (God),] let me 
cross over and see the good land beyond the Jordan, those pleasant mountains, 
and Lebanon’.  But… the LORD [YAHUAH] was angry … so, the LORD [YAHUAH] said 
to Moses: ‘Enough of that! Speak no more to Me of this matter.  Go up to the top 
of Pisgah, and lift your eyes toward the west, the north, the south, and the east; 
behold it with your eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordon.  But command 
Joshua, and encourage him and strengthen him; for he shall go over before this 
people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which you will see.”  (Deut. 
3:23-28). (Comment on what nature of YAHUAH, sounding touch but also loving 
and merciful in the end.) 
 

And so, because of Moses’ disobedience in striking the Rock rather than speaking 
to it as he was told, now faces his own death, and the uncertainty of his eternal 
future.  I am pretty sure that he is thinking something like what Jude, the brother 
of Jesus, says about his situation, “that the Lord [YAHUAH], having saved the 
people out of the land of Egypt, afterward [had] destroyed those who did not 
believe” (Jude 1:5) whose bodies were strewn across the wilderness.  And we 
consider now what happened to Moses.  We read on and we hear the words as 
Jude continues to write that as Satan arrives to claim the body of Moses after his 
death, and “Yet Michael the archangel … contend[ed] with the devil, when he 
disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling 
accusation, but said, ‘The Lord [YAHUAH] rebuke you!’” (Jude 1:9).  And today, 
you and I know for certain who won that argument, don’t we? Today, we can read 
in the book of Matthew, that when our Savior ADONAI YAHUSHA HA’MASHIACH 
[Lord Jesus Christ] needed some reassurance when He went up on the mountain, 
it was “Moses [together with] Elijah … appeared [there] in glorious splendor, 
talking with Jesus.  They spoke about [YAHUSHA (Jesus)’s] departure [His exodus; 
His death], which He was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. (Luke 9:30b-
31; NIV). 
 

B. YAHUAH HOLDS THE FATE OF THE LIVING 
 

Remember, too, about Peter’s fate. Remember that even before Peter would 
deny YAHUSHA [Jesus] three (3) times, YAHUSHA [Jesus] would say to Peter, 
“Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat.  
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But… I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have 
returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.” (Luke 22:31b-32).  Once again, like 
with Moses, God [ELOHIYM] wins the argument over the body and soul of Peter. 
 

VII. MEANWHILE “ENCOURAGE” & “STRENGTHEN” EACH OTHER  
 

Brothers and sisters, please consider today what YAHUAH [God] told Moses to do as 
Moses faced an uncertain death, to “command Joshua, and encourage him and 
strengthen him”. (Comment.) Please consider today, too, what YAHUSHA [Jesus] told 
Peter as Peter faced an uncertain future after denying His Savior three (3) times and 
possessing a faith that was failing, “strengthen your brethren”. 
 

Today, brothers and sisters, those in this audience today and those who will be 
watching today’s message on video… 
 

I am being led today to do for each of you what Moses and what Peter were told to 
do. I am here today to “encourage” and “strengthen” you by letting you know that… 
“The LORD [YAHUAH] is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. The LORD [YAHUAH] is good to all, and His mercy is over all that He 
has made.” (Ps. 145:8-9; ESV). Yes, “all that He has made (created)…” 
 

Yes, brothers and sisters, did He not make each one of us? Did He not make Moses? 
Who faced an uncertain eternal future as he faced death because of his disobedience 
to God [YAHUAH]?  Did He not make Peter? Who was facing an uncertain eternal 
future after His denial and before he had returned back to following his Master? 
 

Brothers and sisters, I am here today to tell you that there is only one sin that is 
unforgiveable, and it is the sin of a deliberate, cognitive, ongoing disrespect and 
irreverence toward the RUACH HA’QODESH [Holy Spirit].  YAHUSHA [Jesus] said, 
after He had healed “a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute [that] was 
brought to Him” (Matt. 12:22) for healing, “Therefore I tell you, every sin and 
blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the blasphemy against the RUACH [Spirit]…” 
(Matt. 12:32).  Do you think that the demon-oppressed man who was blind and 
mute, and most likely performing many demonic deeds, was in the proper frame of 
mind as he was in rebellion before God [YAHUAH], before YAHUSHA [Jesus] would 
heal him? And yet, YAHUSHA [Jesus] restores him back to his senses afterward. 
 

There is no question that YAHUAH [God] had fought over Moses’ life after Moses 
would experience his death outside the Promised Land. And yet, YAHUAH [God] in 
His love and mercy toward Moses, would prevailed in the battle with Satan over 
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Moses’ body and soul after his death, and would take possession of him and 
translate him… even before He would translate His own Son. Selah. 
 

There is no question that YAHUSHA [Jesus] had prayed for and fought over Peter’s 
life, even before Peter would deny YAHUSHA [Jesus] and who would later be 
restored by Him. Yes! YAHUSHA [Jesus] prevailed against Satan in the battle over 
Peter’s body and soul despite a gloomy, desperate period of time in Peter’s life! 
Selah. 
 

As we conclude today’s message, let’s consider Paul’s words to the Thessalonians, for 
they are as applicable for us today as they were to His people back then… 
 

VIII. CONCLUSION 
 

“Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep 
in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.  For 
we believe that Jesus [YAHUSHA] died and rose again, and so we believe that God 
[YAHUAH] will bring with Jesus [YAHUSHA] those who have fallen asleep in Him.” (1 
Thess. 4:13-14; NIV). 
 
“According to the Lord [YAHUAH]’s word, we [also] tell you that we who are still 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord [YAHUAH], will certainly not precede 
those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord [YAH] Himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 
call of God [YAHUAH], and the dead in Christ [MASHIACH] will rise first.  After that, 
we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord [YAH] in the air.  And so, we will be with the Lord [YAHUAH] 
forever.  Therefore encourage one another with these words.” (1 Thess. 4:15-18; 
NIV). Amen.   
 

Now, may YAHUAH [God] bless each of you, as we wait together in faith for our 
ADONAI YAHUSHA [Lord Jesus] to return, and as we grieve the loss of our loved ones.  
Please remember what we learned in today’s message, that YAHUSHA [Jesus] is the 
resurrection and the life, for ourselves and our dead loved ones. Yes, some of our 
loved ones may have fallen into rest, but yet I see the picture of YAHUAH [God], and 
of YAHUSHA [Jesus] has argued over their bodies and souls of those we have lost… 
and Who have prevails as they did with Moses. 
 

Remember, please, and be encouraged that we serve a God and a Savior Who are 
both loving and merciful toward us… and toward those who have fallen asleep 
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before us. Have faith! Be encouraged! For our God and our Savior will fight for us, 
and for our loved ones… and THEY…! WILL…! PREVAIL…! 
 

Amen. Now, may our God [YAHUAH] bless you now as you leave this place and 
conclude this message. 
 
 

 


