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In The Shadow 
“Choosing the Almighty” 

I. THE SHADOWS 
 

Just a couple days ago, as I was surfing Facebook, a one of Rabbi Jonathan Cahn’s 
video messages popped. I don’t think that I watched it for more than a minute, but 
the topic caught my attention.  Rabbi Cahn was talking about how it was good to be 
in the shadow of the LORD, and that going through persecution in YAHUAH [God]’s 
shadow was a good thing.  I’m not sure how that message turned out; I may watch 
the entire message at some point if I have the time.  But my mind must have 
reflected on it yesterday when I asked YAHUAH [the LORD] for today’s message title. 
 

When you think of the word shadow, what is the first bible verse that comes to your 
mind? For me, it was the verse from book of Psalms that says, “yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” (Ps. 23:4; [KJV]).1 
  

As so naturally, I’m thinking that if you and I were to be led into persecution, where 
some of the saints have been led before… and where some will still yet be led in the 
future, that would certainly be the “shadow of death” that the psalmist King David 
was talking about in this text.  And yet, the very next text that came to mind 
containing the word shadow is today’s Scripture.  It is also from the book of Psalms, 
and you can it is on the front of today’s bulletin. Indeed, let’s read it together… 
 

II. SCRIPTURE 
 

“He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty”. (Ps. 91:1; [NKJV]).2 
 

III. DARKNESS (ַצְלָמֶות - TSEL’MAWET) VS. PROTECTION, SHADE (ֵצל -TSEL) 
 

In Psalm 23, the meaning of shadow is a dark shadow. Yet, in Psalm 91, the meaning 
of shadow is protection, shade, shadow and shadows (pl.), and shelter.  In Psalm 23, 
“mawet” is added to the Hebrew word “tsel”.  And so now, we get a better 
comparative picture, that if we are under the shadow (shade, protection) of the 
Almighty, we can certainly walk through the shadow (darkness) of death. 

 
1. Ps. 23:4; King James Version. 
2. Ps. 91:1; Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is from the New King James Version. 
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Consider that a shadow is a bi-product of both light and dark. And, it is a prominent 
theme in the Tanakh (Old Testament).  Most often it is used to describe YAHUAH 
[God]’s protection, just as shade protects us from heat and a shadow hides us from 
danger.  Under the shade and protection of God and in His plan for our Salvation, we 
can have a real life and live it to the fullest.  We choose, don’t we, to either be under 
YAHUAH [God]’s good Shadow, or to remain in the darkness under the Shadow of 
Death? YAHUAH [God] wants us to trust in Him; we are not to seek the shelter of 
other gods.  We are not to seek the shade of worldly comforts… we are not to seek 
the protection of money… of drugs… of self-reliance… or of government… which will 
only lead us to disgrace. 3   

 
IV. GOD IS BOTH LIGHT & A DEVOURING FIRE – WHO CAN SAVE US FROM HIM? 

 

In Psalms 50, we have a picture of God – both ELOHIYM and YAHUAH – as light and 
fire.  We read, “[EL ELOHIYM, even YAHUAH, translated] The Mighty One, God 
the LORD, has spoken and called the earth from the rising of the sun to its going 
down.  Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God [ELOHIYM] will shine forth.  Our 
God [ELOHIYM] shall come, and shall not keep silent; a fire shall devour before Him, 
and it shall be very tempestuous all around Him.” (Ps. 50:1-3) (but a safe place inside) 
 

V. GOD CAN SAVE THOSE HE LOVES FROM HIMSELF! 
 

Let’s consider and learn about this from a story about Moses from the book of 
Exodus: 
 

A. MOSES SPENDS TIME WITH YAHUAH [the LORD] AS HIS PERSONAL FRIEND (BFF) 
 

“Moses took his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp 
(comment), and called it the tabernacle of meeting.  And it came to past that 
everyone who sought the LORD [YAHUAH] went out to the tabernacle of meeting 
which was outside the camp.  So it was, whenever Moses went out to the 
tabernacle, that all the people rose, and each man stood at his tent door and 
watched Moses until he had gone into the tabernacle.  And it came to pass, when 
Moses entered the tabernacle, that the pillar of cloud (comment: God’s shadow 
and protection from the desert sun, and a symbol of YAHUAH’s presence in the 
wilderness] descended and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD 

[YAHUAH] talked with Moses [there].  [And] all the people saw the pillar of cloud 

 
2. Sarah Fisher, “Tsel: Shadow of Death; Life in the Shade,” HWL: Hebrew Word Lesson, November 18, 2018, Accessed 
July 10, 2021, https://hebrewwordlessons.com/2018/11/18/tsel-shadow-of-death-life-in-the-shade/ 

https://hebrewwordlessons.wordpress.com/2018/04/01/854/
https://hebrewwordlessons.wordpress.com/2018/01/21/life-what-is-the-point-of-you/
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standing at the tabernacle door, and all the people rose and worshiped, each 
man in his tent door.  So, the LORD [YAHUAH] spoke to Moses face-to-face, as a 
man speaks to his friend… and he would return to the camp, but his servant 
Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the tabernacle.” (a 
comment on this later) (Exod. 33:7-11).  (Compare to God’s anger toward Moses 
that we spoke about a few weeks ago, due to his disobedience later on, yet how 
his friendship with YAHUAH [God] saved him from Satan’s claim to his body.) 
 

B. YAHUAH [the LORD] SHOWS HIS LIGHT & FIRE TO MOSES THROUGH HIS SHADOW 
 

“Then Moses said to the LORD [EL-YAHUAH], ‘See, You say to me, “Bring up this 
people.” But You have not let me know whom You will send with me.  Yet You 
have said, “I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My sight.” Now 
therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that 
I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight.  And consider that this 
nation is Your people.’” (Exod. 33:12-13). 
 

 “And He [YAHUAH] said, ‘My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest’.” 
(Exod. 33:14). (Comment: an old issue between YAHUAH and Moses). 
 

“Then he [Moses] said to Him, ‘If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring 
us up from here.  For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found 
grace in Your sight, except You go with us?  So, we shall be separate, Your people 
and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.’” (Exod. 33:15-16). 
 

“So, the LORD [YAHUAH] said to Moses, ‘I will also do this thing that you have 
spoken; for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name’.” (Exod. 
33:17). (Does YAHUAH know you by name today dear friend? Is He your BFF?) 
 

“And he [Moses] said, ‘Please, show me Your glory’.” (Exod. 33:18). 
 

“Then He [YAHUAH] said, ‘I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will 
proclaim the name of the LORD [YAHUAH] before you.  I will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.’  
But He said, ‘You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.’  And 
the LORD [YAHUAH] said, ‘Here is a place by Me, and you shall stand on the 
rock.  So, it shall be while My glory passes by, that I will put you in the cleft of the 
rock, and will cover you with My hand (making a shadow to protect you) while I 
pass by.  Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face 
shall not be seen.’” (Exod. 33:19-23). 
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Brothers and sisters here today and viewing this video message, in our sinful nature, 
even we must [as Moses was], be protected from the brightness, the perfect 
holiness, and the devouring fire of YAHUAH [God] Himself.  When we look back at 
Psalm 23, and as we look at ourselves, as we “walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death”, we realize now that it is not talking about the terror that we feel as we are 
each heading toward the grave, but instead… it is talking about providing us with 
guidance about how we should walk through the dark shadows of our lives: the 
uncertainty of our finances… the uncertainty of our health and medical problems… of 
relationships that have gone bad.  These…! Our uncertainty and confusion within our 
daily walk… These…! are the dark valleys through which we walk day-by-day, in 
which we who dwell… who abide under the shadow of the Almighty, are all the while 
saying… yet, “I will fear no evil for [YAHUAH] is with me!”4 
 

VI. RADIATING FROM YAHUAH [God]’s SHADOW (consider today’s photograph) 
 

 

 
3. “Understanding Psalm 23: What is the Valley of the Shadow of Death?” Steppes of Faith: Taking your faith Journey 
one step at a time,” June 16, 2018, Accessed: July 10, 2021, 
http://www.steppesoffaith.com/apologetics/understanding-psalm-23-valley-shadow-death 
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When you think about Moses, you will remember that a God shows Himself to Moses 
through His back side, His own shadow.  And you will remember that after that 
experience, Moses begins to radiate YAHUAH [God]’s light. The story goes this way: 
 

“Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of 
the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain), that 
Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him.  So, 
when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face 
shone, and they were afraid to come near him.  Then Moses called to them, and 
Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned to him; and Moses talked with 
them.  Afterward all the children of Israel came near, and he [Moses] gave them as 
commandments all that the LORD [YAHUAH] had spoken with him on Mount 
Sinai.  And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his 
face.  But whenever Moses went in before the LORD [YAHUAH] to speak with Him, he 
would take the veil off until he came out; and he would come out and speak to the 
children of Israel whatever he had been commanded.   And whenever the children of 
Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone, then Moses would 
put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with Him.” (Exod. 34:29-35). 
 

Have you ever wondered sometimes why it seems that the closer you become to 
YAHUAH [God], to YAHUSHA [Jesus] in your walk, that you begin to radiate Him 
through your actions, through your words, through your witness? And that your 
friends, family, coworkers, and others want to distance themselves from you? If so, 
then consider Moses… that the closer he got to YAHUAH [God] in his friendship, and 
definitely as he brought back YAHUAH [God] perfect law – the “two tables of the 
Testimony”, aka e. the 10 commandments (including the holy Shabbat in the 4th) – 
back to his community, that they were “afraid” of him, unless he veiled himself, and 
separated them from the holiness of YAHUAH [God] that was radiated through him. 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, the closer you become to YAHUAH [the Father], and to 
YAHUSHA [Jesus] His son, in a true, a solid BFF love relationship with Him, the more 
you will radiate His light, and His consuming fire nature to others around you.  And as 
you progress in your walk with Him through the rebirth process in the RUACH [Spirit] 
(that YAHUSHA [Jesus] explained to brother Nicodemus during his nighttime visit), 
don’t be surprised that some of your friends, your family, your coworkers and others 
will begin to distance themselves from you.  And why? Because you are learning 
through your daily walk that YAHUAH [God] wants you to ultimately trust in Him 
alone, and you are choosing to leave the world and all of its gods behind, the things 
onto which your loved ones – all -- are still frantically grasping. 
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It wouldn’t surprise me if our Savior YAHUSHA [Jesus] drew these, His words from 
the lesson on Moses that we have just studied; YAHUSHA [Jesus] ties us radiating His 
Father’s light together with keeping the “two tables of the Testimony”.  He says to 
the multitudes on the mountain: 
 

“You are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do 
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to 
all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men [and women], that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matt. 5:14-16). He 
continues, “do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not 
come to destroy but to fulfill.  For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass 
away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.” 
(Matt. 5:17-18). 
 

VII. CHOOSING THE SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY TODAY 
 

[Comment on Joshua: Exod. 33:11, the one who remained in the presence with 
Moses, and stayed at the Tabernacle of Meeting… and the one whom YAHUAH [God] 
told Moses to “encourage” and “strengthen”, as he faced his own death and during 
his final appeal to his community at Shechem, says…] 
 

“Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the 
gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve 
the LORD [YAHUAH]!  And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD [YAHUAH], choose 
for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers 
served … or [other] gods … in whose land you dwell.  But as for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD [YAHUAH].” (Josh. 24:14-15). 
 

Dear family, this is a choice you can not avoid… for avoiding the appeal of the RUACH 
HA’QODESH [Holy Spirit] in your life today, and day-by-day in your life forward… 
does nothing but grieve your Father YAHUAH [God] and your Savior YAHUSHA 
[Jesus], as they eagerly wait for you in the Tabernacle of Meeting, which today is 
within your heart and mind.  If you choose Him now, you can remain under the 
protection, shade and shelter of the Almighty Himself. Please choose Him now.   

(Comment: define the only unforgiveable sin.) 
 

Why, dear brothers and sisters, would you risk walking in the shadows of the dark 
valleys of your life each day, without Him? 
 

Please… choose you this day, and each day forward in your life, whom you will serve. 


