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Robin Augustine 

 
Robin began gardening when her and her husband bought their 
house 10 years ago even though they didn't know anything 
about gardening. They went from planting a bed full of 
tomatoes and peppers that year to transforming an entire side 
of their yard into multiple gardens and growing a much larger 
variety of vegetables year round. She has developed a passion 
for growing and preserving food. Her and her two young boys 
have been volunteering with GardenWorks since 2015 after 
learning about the project from a friend who knew she was 
interested in more volunteer opportunities that she could get 
involved with her boys.  
 
 
 
 

Amanda Bryant 
 
My name is Amanda Bryant and I’ve been gardening with my 
Mom since before I can remember. Now, I love sharing my love 
of gardening with my husband, son and anyone who will listen. 
I think the only thing better then growing your own food is 
cooking it up to share with friends and family!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Peg Bicking 
 
I have been around gardening my entire life while my father 
had an extensive career in landscaping and horticulture and 
we had an extensive vegetable and flower garden at home. 
Once I had my own home I created my own home garden. 
After I learned of the fears of mass production of our fresh 
food, I knew I wanted to help others have their own fresh 
produce at home.  Besides having fresh food, I love the idea 
that gardens always have a fresh start.  No matter how 
successful or failure this year's garden is, there's always next 
year to start anew!  I am moving to Franklin. TN this summer 
and I'm really excited to spread the knowledge that Garden 
Works Project has given me with the community there. 
 
 

 
Jessica Buttimer 
 
Jess has a long history of exploring and exploiting new 
technologies to digitize, organize, and optimize. It all 
began with a database for her dad's tools, transitioned 
to CRM systems for Nuveen Investments, and 
culminated in a custom intranet for User Centric (now 
GfK). Jess now tinkers with technology for The 
GardenWorks Project, Prairie Food Co-op, and her PTA. 
Fond childhood memories of eating straight from the 
garden and a desire for local, organic, and sustainable 
food prompted Jess to grow an edible and native 
landscape at her Glen Ellyn home. Her two daughters 
love to dig in the dirt, sight new blooms, and harvest 
fresh and flavorful produce. It's a taste and a memory 

Jessica wishes for all families so she has been volunteering with GardenWorks since 2014. 
 
Laura Fletcher 
 
Laura took up gardening about 8 years ago, planting mainly wild 
grasses and shade plants. She was hooked and before you know 
it she was spending much of her time researching books or 
hanging out at the local garden centers, purchasing different 
shade plants as well as flowers that attract hummingbirds and 
butterflies. As a kid, she remembers always having fresh 
tomatoes and cucumbers during the summer months. So, two 
summers ago she decided to start a vegetable garden. When 
she’s not busy relaxing in her gardens, she spends her 

 
 



weekends at the race track as a crew member on her husband’s drag racing team. During the 
winter, she enjoys cheering on her beloved Chicago Blackhawks. 
 
 
Amy Hebert 
 
Amy started gardening 8 years ago because she wanted to 
start a vegetable garden to support her love of cooking fresh 
food.  It has grown from a few tomato and basil plants to a 
garden full of fresh vegetables. She has a BS in Health 
Science from Benedictine University and a PhD in Anatomy 
and Cell Biology from UIC. She is an assistant professor of 
biology at Elmhurst College.  In her free time she enjoys 
playing with her 2 Labs, cooking, gardening, watching the 
Packers and Cubs, and volunteering with various non-profits. 
 
 
 
Kathy Hebert 
 
Kathy started gardening as a hobby 8 years ago with a 
flower garden featuring native plants. She has since 
planted for pollinators, hummingbirds, and butterflies 
and has added vegetable gardens. She finds gardening to 
be relaxing, and her daughter (another GardenWorks 
volunteer) cooks with their harvests. Kathy is active in 
Special Olympics and Blessings in a Backpack. She 
became a volunteer with GardenWorks a year ago and 
enjoys seeing the excitement of the clients when a build 
is completed and when she goes back to visit the clients 
that she coaches. Kathy is a retired special education 
teacher and hopes to continue to use her teaching skills 
with GardenWorks. 
 
 
Jeannie Iseman 
 
My name is Jeannie Iseman and I was introduced to gardening 
as a child from my grandmother. Besides helping others grow 
food for themselves, I love to garden at home with my 
husband and three kids. Some of my favorite things to grow in 
my garden include fairytale pumpkins, carrots, and cranberry 
beans. When not gardening, I love to sing at my church, 
swim/bike/run, and practice yoga. 
 

 
 



 
Denise King 
 
I started gardening with my Mom at a young age but stopped in 
my teens. When I moved to my own home the but hit me again 
and I have had a garden here for 18 years.  My husband loves 
that I do all the work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tina Koral 
 
Tina founded The GardenWorks Project in 2011. Tina holds a 
Master of Public Health, a Bachelor of Science in Nutrition, an 
Associates in Horticulture and over 20 years of experience in 
the nonprofit sector. Tina serves on the College of DuPage 
Horticulture Department Advisory Committee and volunteers 
with her PTO and Girl Scouts. In her spare time, Tina enjoys 
finding new places to hike with her family, gardening, raising 
her backyard chickens, yoga, and rowing crew on the Fox River. 
 

 
 
 
 
Sabrina Lear 
 
My name is Sabrina Lear and I have loved being outside and 
growing food since I was little. One of my earliest memories 
is asking for snap peas as a treat while at my grandparent's 
house. While still a youth, my first job was on my neighbor's 
40-acre fruit orchard and roadside farm stand outside of 
Albany, Oregon. From there I worked on several farms, in 
research labs, on a farm in New Zealand, and for the Idaho 

Dept. of Agriculture. I've learned that gardening (or farming) can be as complex or simple as 
you want it to be. I tend to err on the side of keeping things simple. 
 
 

 
 



David Rhodes 
 
My name is David Rhodes. I was introduced to gardening when our 
first house had a sandbox and we didn’t (yet) have kids. We turned 
it into a raised bed garden, and there’s been no turning back since! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wendy Underwood 
 
My name is Wendy Underwood. Gardening and growing 
vegetables has been genetically passed down to me from my 
Great Grandparents who were farmers in Germany, many many 
years ago. I love spending my summers tending to my veggie 
garden and flowers. My favorite veggies to grow  are tomatoes 
and yellow wax beans. Besides gardening, I spend my time after 
work on quilting, reading and family history research 
(genealogy). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


