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PREFACE
The Gaviota Coast Conservancy (GCC) is a private, nonprofit organization that
promotes the permanent protection of the Gaviota Coast’s unique natural,
scenic, agricultural, recreational and cultural resources. The roots of the GCC
can be found in the early efforts of Bob Keats and the Surfrider Foundation to
protest the Hyatt Hotel project at Haskell’s Beach that ultimately was
constructed and is now known as the Bacara Resort. Significantly, Bob was
the first proponent of establishing a national seashore on the Gaviota Coast.
The Coastal Preservation Conference, organized by Lee Moldaver of the Santa
Barbara Chapter of the Audubon Society in 1994, created the impetus for a
group of citizens to create a distinct organization with the sole purpose of
protecting the rural character of the Gaviota Coast. The organization of the
GCC was the direct result of these activities.
Working through partnerships with other land conservation organizations
(such as the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County, Trust for Public Land, and
Sierra Club), local landowners, resource agencies and government entities, the
GCC promotes long-term strategies to protect the Gaviota Coast from the rapid
urban expansion that threatens the region. Most recently, the GCC led the
successful effort for the National Park Service to initiate a feasibility study
concerning establishing a national seashore on the Gaviota Coast. This study,
to be released in early 2003, could provide a viable framework for long-term
preservation.
Field trips for policy makers and conservation organizations are an important
component of GCC’s outreach strategy. This resource book is designed to
provide field trip participants and other interested individuals with background
on the resources of the Gaviota Coast and to make the case for the
preservation and protection of these resources.
The GCC gratefully acknowledges and thanks the following organizations and
individuals for their contributions to this resource book: Conception Coast
Project, Wayne Ferren, Kathy Rindlaub, John Storrer, John Johnson, Eric P.
Hvolboll, Mike Lunsford, Evan Bloom, Bill Dewey, Rick Skillin, and Mike
Muths. Additionally, the Conservancy thanks Phil McKenna, Megan Miley,
Heather Day, and Linda Burns for their help in producing this publication.
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INTRODUCTION
The Gaviota Coast encompasses significant natural, cultural, historical and
recreational resources, and represents one of the last remaining stretches of
unprotected and undeveloped coastline in Southern California. Located in
western Santa Barbara County between Coal Oil Point and Point Sal, within
easy driving distance of Los Angeles, the Coast is 76 miles long and
encompasses approximately 200,000 acres. The southern portion of the
Gaviota coastline lies between the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary
and the Los Padres National Forest. (See Figure 1, “Public Lands, Recreational
Areas and Agricultural Designations Along the Gaviota Coast”.)
Although the southern Gaviota Coast (Coal Oil Point to Point Conception)
comprises only 15 percent of Southern California’s coastline, it represents 50
percent of its remaining rural coastline and is the largest intact remnant of this
Mediterranean ecosystem. As in other parts of California, the Gaviota Coast is
subject to intense urban development pressures due to population growth and
an expanding economy. The population growth of Santa Barbara County could
expand by as much as 50 percent by 2025, representing an increase of
approximately 200,000 people (from 405,000 to 604,000). Such increases in
population create enormous demand for housing and other urban
development. The rising value of agricultural land and close proximity to the
Santa Barbara and Los Angeles urban areas only exacerbate this threat. The
completion of the 400-room Bacara Resort in western Goleta at the boundary of
the urban/rural limit line clearly demonstrates this threat. Inside the rural
area, the pending approval of the Dos Pueblos Golf Links immediately west of
the Bacara and the threatened development of 54 mansions at the Naples
antiquated subdivision only one mile west of the Golf Links clearly
demonstrates the development momentum on the Gaviota Coast.
Issues involving the loss or degradation of resources along the Gaviota Coast
are numerous, and are often interrelated in their effects. Impacts associated
with urban development include the loss of agricultural land and the
agricultural way-of-life that has sustained this region since the early 1800s.
Rich in Chumash history, urbanization could lead to the potential destruction
of invaluable cultural resources. Development of open, wild areas will lead to
the loss of biodiversity and wildlife corridors. Other environment impacts
include reduced air quality, loss of viewshed integrity and scenic vistas, and
watershed degradation.
The potential for increased urbanization and its associated impacts prompted
the GCC’s inquiry into potential preservation and management strategies for
the Gaviota coastline. The goals of such strategic efforts would include the
preservation, maintenance, and enhancement of the productive agriculture and
rangeland, natural resources and coastal watersheds, cultural history, and
recreational and scenic resources.
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LAND USE ISSUES
The following map, Figure 2, “Eastern Gaviota Coast Land Map 2001”, locates
some of the sensitive properties on the eastern end of the Gaviota Coast. This
eastern end is that portion of the coast that is most threatened with
development.
Additionally, the map notes those agricultural concerns that are participating
in the Williamson Act, state legislation providing active agricultural enterprises
with property tax relief, in return for a commitment to devote the property to
agricultural use for a period of 10 or 20 years. (Properties enrolled in the
Williamson Act are shaded yellow.) The privately owned land between El
Capitan and the urban limit line at Winchester Canyon contains about 17,000
acres, yet, only about 20% of it is in the agricultural preserve program. Thus,
the agricultural preserve program provides little protection from development
threats to this most endangered portion of the coast.
The following discusses some of the key issues surrounding the numbered
properties.
1) Arroyo Hondo: The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County acquired this
780-acre canyon in 2001. The property provides access from the ocean to Los
Padres National Forest. The creek supports a vibrant, though threatened,
steelhead population. The Land Trust is managing the property as a preserve,
with limited public access.
2) Rancho Dos Vistas: This property was acquired in 2001 by a partnership
managed by Chuck Blitz. The new owners sold the development rights to
upwards of 10 homes and created a conservation easement on the great
majority of the ranch. Additionally, the owners granted a trail easement across
the property.
3) Tajiguas Ranch: This ranch has withdrawn from the Williamson Act since
the production of the map. Twenty-four legal lots are recognized by the County,
where no one owner owns multiple properties with contiguous boundaries. The
owners of this property are suing the County of Santa Barbara in a dispute
over the lot-line adjustment process. This legal action is being undertaken to
maximize the development potential of the property.
4) Freeman Ranch: The first conservation easement on the Gaviota Coast was
acquired on this 600-acre property in 2000.
5) La Paloma Ranch: A conservation easement and the purchase of one
development right are being negotiated at this time on this working ranch.
6) El Capital Ranch: Twenty-five hundred acres are being purchased by the
Trust for Public Land at a discount to fair market value. This property will be
conveyed to the California State Park system for expansion of the existing El
Capitan State Beach Park. The remaining 600 acres of the ranch will be
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permitted to build two residences under strict conservation and development
easements.
7) Las Varas Ranch: This scenic 1520-acre ranch has been listed for sale at
$45,000,000 ($30,000/acre), a price far in excess of its historical value as a
working ranch. The owners proposed to develop homes and a large resort in
1996. The ranch owners are participating in the lot line adjustment suit
against the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors.
8) Dos Pueblos Ranch: The prime agricultural land south of Highway 101 in
Dos Pueblos Ranch is not enrolled in the Williamson Act. This portion of the
ranch contains 20 legal lots, 14 of which are from the Naples antiquated
subdivision.
9) Naples Antiquated Subdivision: Vintage Communities, an Orange County
development company, owns this 450-acre property. The developer acquired
this property from the Morehart family, who were legally successful in
establishing development rights that followed from an 1888 informal
subdivision of the property. Vintage Communities proposes to build 54 very
large residences on the property, while minimally fulfilling their obligation to
provide access to public beaches.
10) Dos Pueblos Links: Construction of this 18-hole golf course, restaurant,
club house, and associated facilities is awaiting final Coastal Commission
approval. This development is a conversion of agriculturally zoned land to this
use under a conditional use permit issued in 1994 during the tenure of a prodevelopment County Board of Supervisors.
11) Eagle Canyon: This property is in agricultural use, but it is not enrolled
under the Williamson Act. The property contains an indeterminate number of
certificates of compliance (in the range of 20). The owners are suing the County
of Santa Barbara on matters concerning their development rights.
12) Monarch Point and Santa Barbara Shores County Park: A complex
transaction is being negotiated between the developer of residences at Monarch
Point, the County of Santa Barbara, and the University of California Santa
Barbara concerning land swaps to preserve the open space of Ellwood Mesa.
The Trust for Public Land is acting as the facilitator in the transaction.
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RESOURCE SUMMARY
The natural heritage of the Gaviota Coast includes a rich flora and a unique
series of upland and wetland habitat types that reflect the contrasting geologic
substrates, Mediterranean climate, maritime influences, and location in one of
the most important biogeographic transition zones between northern and
southern California. The demarcation between northern and southern regions
is represented by the Santa Ynez Mountains that terminate near Point
Conception. These mountains, one of only two east-west ranges in North
America, tend to block many cold northerly storms from moving directly
southward.
The Gaviota Coast is one of only five places in the world characterized by the
unique natural habitats that result from the interaction of global weather and
cold-water upwelling on the west coast of a continent to produce a mild climate
with winter rain and summer drought. (The others are the west coasts of
Europe, Africa, Chile, and South Australia, at approximately the same
latitude.) In addition, the Gaviota Coast encompasses several entire
watersheds, some of which drain the south side of the Santa Ynez Mountains
into the ocean. Native vegetation in these regions is unusual in that it is
dominated by evergreen shrubs (chaparral is the North American variety)
rather than forests or grasslands. These factors make the Gaviota Coast one of
the most interesting natural heritage sites in California and perhaps North
America.
The Gaviota Coast serves as a transition zone between northern and southern
California for both terrestrial and marine species, resulting in a rich
biodiversity and a large number of endemic species. This relatively
undisturbed area spans several entire watersheds, allowing it to serve as a
migration corridor between inland, mountainous and coastal habitat areas.
More than 525 plant species, representing approximately one-half of the plant
families found in California, live in region. More than 40 sensitive vertebrate
species (state/federally endangered, threatened, protected, or species of special
concern) also inhabit the area.
Within the Gaviota Coast are some of the most significant archaeological sites
within California, preserving at least 9,000 years of prehistory. Because
modern development within the region has been limited, the archaeological
sites retain their integrity of setting in relation to the natural environment. The
sites of several Chumash towns that were inhabited since at least 1542
through the early 1800s, including the largest Chumash town that existed
anywhere in coastal California, are located along the Gaviota Coast. In
addition, numerous Chumash rock art sites are located along the coastline.
Point Conception, one of the most prominent features of the entire California
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coastline, has important mythological significance to the Western Coastal
Chumash, connected with its association with the departure of souls to the
Land of the Dead.
The persistence of large cattle ranches along this coastline is significant,
reflecting the legendary rancho system of privately owned large land grants
from the early Spanish/ Mexican settlements in California. Rancho Refugio, at
Refugio Canyon, was one of the earliest Spanish/Mexican settlements in Alta
California. Several adobes from one of the earliest settlements in Alta
California exist on the Gaviota Coast and remain in good condition. The
primary agricultural activities in the area today include cattle ranching,
avocado orchards, and limited row crop production. Other relatively unique
crops produced include macadamia nuts and cherimoyas as well as abalone
from an aquaculture farm. The rural nature of the coast provides beautiful
coastal views and adds to the open space character of the Gaviota Coast.
The scenic vistas, rugged beaches, and panoramic coastal hillsides and mesas
serve as a backdrop for a variety of outstanding recreational resources. These
include the twenty-mile proposed Gaviota Coastal Trail and the Juan Bautista
de Anza trail commemorating the 1775-6 overland journey through the Gaviota
Coast by this Spanish explorer. Several state and county parks are popular
venues for an array of recreational activities including hiking, camping,
swimming, sunbathing, picnicking, hang gliding and surfing. The Gaviota
Coast serves as a link between Channel Islands National Park to the south,
and the federally protected Los Padres National Forest to the north. The waters
off the Gaviota Coast are bordered by the Channel Islands National Marine
Sanctuary, an internationally recognized biosphere reserve site.
The following discussion as well as the accompanying resource maps and
photographs provides a more thorough review of the Gaviota Coast’s wide range
of sensitive and valuable resources. Of particular importance is the following
map, Figure 3, prepared by The Nature Conservancy, showing the high density
of imperiled species in California’s South Coast Ecoregion.

Resource Book

6

Gaviota Coast Conservancy

Gaviota Coast Botanical Characterization 1
The range of microclimatic habitats along the Gaviota Coast increases the
diversity of its flora. General vegetation types include annual grassland,
coastal oak woodland, closed-cone pine-cypress forest, several types of
chaparral, coastal sage scrub, montane hardwood, montane riparian, valley
oak woodland, and valley foothill riparian. Plants with northern California
affinities (including the regional endemics whose distribution lies mainly in
northern Santa Barbara County) tend to be those that occupy higher, wetter
habitats such as the foggy ridgelines and north-facing slopes; for example the
wild lilacs (Ceanothus spp.), manzanitas (Arctostaphylos spp.), tanbark oak
(Lithocarpus densiflorus), and salal (Gaultheria shallon). Southern plants tend to
be found at the lower elevations, on drier slopes with coastal scrub vegetation.
These include purple sage (Salvia leucophylla), California sunflower (Encelia
californica), small-leaved cliff aster (Malacothrix saxatilis var. tenuifolia), and
lemonadeberry (Rhus integrifolia).
There are over 525 known plant species on the Gaviota Coast. The total of more
than 85 plant families found here represent approximately 50 percent of the
plant families found in California. Approximately 25 percent of the plant
genera found in California are represented on the Gaviota Coast by one or more
members, and about 10 percent of the species found in California occur here,
although the Gaviota Coast represents only approximately one-tenth of one
percent of the total land area of the state. Approximately 75 percent of the
flora are native to California; 25 percent are represented by introduced species
that have naturalized in various habitats.
Many plant species of special concern occur in the Gaviota Coast area. The
Gaviota Tarplant (State-listed Endangered and proposed for listing as Federally
Endangered) occurs on a short stretch of loamy sand terrace soils east of
Gaviota Pass. The Federally Endangered Santa Ynez False-Lupine grows only
on the upper slopes of Santa Ynez Peak. Refugio manzanita and late-flowered
mariposa lily are both on the California Native Plant Society’s List 1B of plants
designated rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere. Several
plants on the California Native Plant Society’s List 4 (a “watch list” comprised
of species whose numbers appear to be declining through loss of habitat over
their entire range) occur in the Gaviota area. These include Catalina mariposa
lily, Plummer’s baccharis, and Humboldt lily.
The variety of unique natural habitats found within the Gaviota Coast result in
high species endemism. Of the 400 or so plant taxa native to the Gaviota
Coast, approximately 40 percent are endemic to the California Floristic
1

Authored by Wayne Ferren, Executive Director, Museum of Systematics and Ecology, Department of Ecology,
Evolution and Marine Biology, University of California, Santa Barbara and Kathy Rindlaub, Botanist
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Province. Of these, approximately 20 percent are limited to the central and
south coast region; six percent are mainly found in areas north of Point
Conception, and three percent are mainly southern in their distribution (south
of Point Conception). Nearly five percent are considered regional endemics, with
their main distribution within coastal Santa Barbara County. (See Figure 4,
“Vegetation and Land Use of the Gaviota Coast, California”.)
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Wildlife Resource Values of the Gaviota Coast 2
The juxtaposition of terrestrial and marine ecosystems in western Santa
Barbara County contributes to an overwhelming regional wildlife diversity. The
southern slopes of the Santa Ynez Mountains and adjoining coastal terrace are
home to an abundant wildlife assemblage. The Santa Barbara Channel and
north coastal waters support a rich marine fauna comprised of a multitude of
mammal, bird, fish, and invertebrate species.
The variety and uniqueness of vegetation types within the Gaviota coastal area
is reflected in its resident fauna. As with the region’s flora, a number of wildlife
species reach their northern or southern limits here. A total of 40 sensitive
vertebrate species (i.e., state/federally endangered, threatened, protected, or
species of special concern) are known to occur in the area.
Terrestrial habitats along the Gaviota Coast are widely varied. They include
live oak woodland, chaparral, coastal sage scrub, grassland, and riparian
woodland. Streams of the coastal watershed are the arteries of the terrestrial
and nearshore marine ecosystems. Populations of California newt (State
Species of Special Concern), California red-legged frog (Federally Threatened),
southwestern pond turtle (State Species of Special Concern), and two-striped
garter snake (State Species of Special Concern) reside in a number of these
streams. There are records for one or more of these sensitive species from at
least twelve of the perennial streams in the region. Southern California
steelhead (Federally Threatened) are known to have occurred historically in
four of these streams.
The Gaviota Coast encompasses sandy beach, rocky shoreline, coastal dune,
and estuarine habitats. These provide essential resources for migratory
shorebirds and waterfowl. Nesting populations of western snowy plover
(Federally Threatened) are found on isolated beaches from Gaviota to Point
Conception and northward. The tidewater goby (Federally Threatened) is
known from ten of the coastal estuaries in the region, representing a significant
segment of its total range.
The coastal slope of the Santa Ynez Range remains largely undeveloped. The
pristine condition of more remote reaches of these mountains is indicated by
the presence of wide-ranging carnivores such as the mountain lion and black
bear. Higher elevations of the Gaviota Coast support populations of ringtail
(State Species of Special Concern) and (historically) nesting peregrine falcons
(State and Federally Endangered).

2

Authored by John Storrer, Storrer Environmental Services
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The coastal waters off western Santa Barbara County are inhabited by several
species of marine mammals. Four species of pinnipeds (Northern elephant
seal, harbor seal, California sea lion, and Northern fur seal) breed on the
Channel Islands. Two additional species (Guadalupe fur seal and Steller sea
lion) bred historically and are still seen on an occasional basis. The largest
pinniped rookery in the continental United States is at Point Bennett on San
Miguel Island. Baleen whales and dolphins are commonly observed in the
Santa Barbara Channel. California gray, blue, and humpback whales are
regular, seasonal visitors to the Gaviota Coast. The blue whale and humpback
whale are both federally listed as endangered. The planning area was
historically inhabited by the southern sea otter (Federally Threatened), a
species that appears to be re-establishing its former range within the region.
The national importance of the Gaviota Coast is embodied in its rich habitat
diversity and immense heritage value. It is an irreplaceable and unspoiled
remnant of Southern California’s coastal resources. The Gaviota Coast is a
refuge for wildlife populations that have been severely reduced or eliminated
from much of their former range. The region supports habitat that is critical to
the recovery of several threatened or endangered species. (See Figure 5,
“Natural Resources of the Gaviota Coast”.)
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Significant Native American Cultural Resources Between Coal Oil Point and
3
Point Sal
The coastline of Santa Barbara County extending from Point Sal to Coal Oil
Point (the "Gaviota Coast") preserves within its expanse some of the most
significant archaeological sites within California, spanning at least 9,000 years
of prehistory. Because modern development within this region has been
limited, the archaeological sites retain their integrity of setting in relation to the
natural environment. The terrestrial and marine resources accessible to the
Native Americans who resided at these sites are for the most part still present
in relatively undisturbed native floral and faunal communities, allowing the
study and appreciation of these sites in their ecological context. In spite of the
railroad that parallels the coast, most sites retain large portions of undisturbed
archaeological deposit, preserving the integrity of association between artifacts
and features within chronological strata.
In contrast to the area east of Coal Oil Point, where nearly all of the Chumash
coastal towns have been heavily impacted and disturbed by the growth of the
Santa Barbara and Goleta urban areas, the section of the coast west of Coal Oil
Point to Point Conception and north to Point Sal contains sites of eleven
Chumash towns that were inhabited at the time of the establishment of the
missions, nearly all in relatively high degree of preservation. The ethnohistoric
documentation of the persistence of some coastal towns and abandonment of
others over two and a half centuries and the correlation of these changes with
an extant archaeological record is only possible for this section of coastline in
all of California.
Significant archaeological resources found within this coastal zone include
several Chumash rock art sites in the Vandenberg and Hollister Ranch areas.
One of these is an elaborate panel of overlapping figures painted on a
slickensides of polished rhyolite on Honda Ridge. It is believed to be a shrine
location and is unique among rock art sites for the well-preserved quality of the
paint, including the still-preserved prints of the painters’ fingers. A rock art site
near Jalama contains the only known Chumash representation of a Spanish
sailing vessel, inscribed into the ochre-stained surface of a small rock shelter.
Other significant sites, located within the Honda Canyon watershed, include
Swordfish Cave (see Figure 6), containing an unusual negative (black) image of
a swordfish on a red background (the swordfish had important mythological
significance in the Chumash culture), and Window Cave, which contains a sun
disk petroglyph that is illuminated through a small window-like opening in the
rock shelter on the evening of the Winter Solstice. Point Conception, one of the
most prominent features of the entire California coastline, had important
3

Authored by John R. Johnson, Curator of Anthropology, Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History
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mythological significance to the Western Coastal Chumash due to its
association with the departure of souls to the Land of the Dead.
The Gaviota Coast is also distinguished because this area contains evidence
that is representative of specific time periods in cultural history. Deposits are
represented within this coastal region that date back as far as the Paleocoastal
Period (9000 - 8500 B.P.) One of the most spectacular archaeological sites
containing deposits from the Initial Early Period (8500 - 6500 B.P.) is located
near Point Arguello, and is known to its later Chumash inhabitants as Noqto.
Archaeological deposits at this location are about six meters deep, one of the
deepest documented sites in California. Native peoples resided at this location
for about 8,000 years, up until the time of Spanish contact. Archaeological
deposits at this site contain the remains of species no longer found in our area,
include Tule Elk and an extinct flightless duck, Chendytes lawi. In addition,
one of the oldest sites yet dated in mainland Santa Barbara County,
representing the Paleocoastal Period, is located at the mouth of the Santa Ynez
River.
The Gaviota Coast area also contains unique representative deposits from the
Terminal Early Period (5000 - 3200 B.P.), the Middle Period (3200 - 800 B.P.),
and the Late Period (800 - 200 B.P.). The Terminal Early Period, noted for
renewed levels of population and participation in hunting and defense
activities, is documented by well-preserved sites near Honda Canyon. The
Middle Period was a time of intensified use of the marine environment as
indicated by the proliferation in types of fishing equipment used, invention of
the plank canoe (tomol), and a great increase in fish bone found in midden
deposits. Sedentism, increased population growth, and indications of social
status ranking appear at this time. A complex of well-studied sites excavated at
the mouth of Tecolote Canyon near Coal Oil Point document the changes that
took place during this period. In addition, sites near Las Llagas Canyon and El
Capitan State Beach retain a high degree of integrity of setting and association.
The transition from the Middle Period to the Late Period was characterized by a
major transformation in Chumash socioeconomic organization. Artifacts found
along the Gaviota Coast document this shift from the spear-thrower (atlatl) to
the bow and arrow as people competed for scarce resources and warfare
became more prevalent. Trade activities also increased, as represented by the
presence of shell bead money, manufactured on the Channel Islands, and
commodities such as tools, bowls and baskets. By the Late Period, political
leadership had evolved to the chiefdom-level. Each of the largest coastal towns
had a chief whose authority sometimes extended over smaller nearby villages.
The populations of neighboring towns would come together to reaffirm alliances
during ceremonies at certain principal settlements.
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When the Portola expedition passed along the Santa Barbara Channel coast in
1769, detailed records were kept of all the Chumash coastal towns
encountered, including population estimates, the number of houses, and the
number of canoes. The largest town that existed anywhere in coastal
California, Mikiw, is documented on the west bluff of Dos Pueblos Canyon,
within the Gaviota Coast study area. Explorers estimated the population of
Mikiw at about 1,000 persons. Based on the explorers’ estimates, nearly 3,000
Chumash Indians lived in the eleven towns that existed between Coal Oil Point
and Point Sal.
Beginning with the establishment of Mission San Luis Obispo in 1772, people
from native towns along the Santa Barbara Channel began to be baptized and
converted to the Catholic faith. By 1803, most of the remaining inhabitants in
this section of coastline were incorporated into the populations of Missions La
Purisima and Santa Barbara. The introduction of European diseases into a
native population that possessed no natural immunity resulted in a high
mortality among all California Indians, especially among the very young. The
Chumash population declined dramatically throughout the Mission Period.
Following the secularization of the missions in 1833-35, some Chumash
Indians returned to the Gaviota Coast to work as vaqueros, shepherds, and
laborers on the various ranchos. This pattern continued until the early
twentieth century. Famous ethnologist John P. Harrington conducted
interviews of Chumash Indians, preserving evidence of their cultural history. At
the turn of the twentieth century, a surprising number of Chumash families
living in southern California can trace their ancestry from at lest eight of the
eleven towns found along the Gaviota Coast. These include members of the
Santa Ynez Reservation and descendants of a Chumash family that retains a
small Indian allotment on the summit of the Santa Ynez range just east of
Refugio Pass.
In conclusion, the archaeological resources of the Gaviota Coast are
exceptionally valuable due to their relatively preserved state, their depiction of
a culture that dates back 9,000 years, and their inclusion of features that are
unique to the State of California and the nation.
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Gaviota Coast—Historical Highlights 4
The Gaviota Coast of Southern California provides an outstanding — and last
remaining — example of an historic California coastal ranching landscape. Its
historic settlement and ranching patterns have continued for over 200 years
and it is exceptional in Southern California today because it is the last major
coastal area where those patterns have been largely preserved.
The Gaviota Coast has had a rich history since its first exploration by
Europeans in 1769. Between 1542, when Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo first sailed
along the coast, and the 1760s, Alta California was virtually ignored by the
Spanish government. Early in 1769, the first expedition into Alta California was
organized. In August of 1769 that party first traveled along the Gaviota Coast.
The expedition's diarist, Fr. Juan Crespi, commented on the Gaviota coast as
follows: "The country along the road is extremely delightful, abounding with
pasture and covered with live oaks, willows and other trees, giving signs of its
being a very fruitful land, capable of producing whatever one might wish to
plant…". The name "gaviota" (gull, in Spanish) reportedly comes from this
expedition because a member of that party killed a gull there. Under Capitán
Portolá, Sargento José Francisco de Ortega served as the expedition scout and
in November he landed at San Francisco Bay.
In 1782 a presidio (fort) was established in Santa Barbara and four years later,
in 1786, a mission was established near the presidio. The legendary rancho
system of privately owned large land grants did not fully develop in the Spanish
era. Under Spain, there were fewer than 20 "land concessions," which were
actually grazing permits, in California the first was in 1784, near Los Angeles.
Rancho Refugio was the only such land concession in what is today Santa
Barbara County. It encompassed what is most of the Gaviota Coast today,
stretching from Refugio Canyon to Cojo, near Point Conception.
The Ortega family originally settled at Rancho Refugio in November, 1794, at
the mouth of Refugio Canyon just north of Refugio Cove. The Ortega settlement
was one of the earliest Spanish/Mexican settlements in Alta California. The site
of the Ortega Ranch was discovered by his son, José María Ortega, while
searching for timber to repair the Santa Barbara presidio. In light of the fact
that one of the only native groves of pine trees along the western Santa Ynez
Mountains is at Refugio Pines, just northeast of Refugio Canyon, this is not
surprising.
The Ortegas grew wheat, maintained a vineyard, established herds of cattle and
horses and built a complex of adobe structures at Rancho Refugio. Although
4
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the adobe buildings are now gone, many artifacts litter the farmland on the
knoll where the hacienda complex once stood.
As the years went by, members of the family established additional adobe
homes and gardens at Tajiguas, immediately to the west of Refugio, and at
Arroyo Hondo and Santa Anita to the west.
Surprisingly, several of these Ortega adobes exist today on the Gaviota Coast
and are in good condition under private ownership. At Cañada del Corral, two
adobes sit near the creek under large sycamore trees. They serve as offices for
Exxon Corporation. Further to the west, a basically unaltered Ortega adobe sits
in Arroyo Hondo and is owned by members of the Hollister family.
After independence from Spain in 1822, and through American occupation in
1846, the Mexican government issued hundreds of land grants of full title. In
the 1840s, one of the Ortega's grandsons was granted Cañada del Corral, a
Mexican land grant just east of Rancho Refugio. These two Ortega land grants
made up most of the Gaviota Coast as we know it today. To the east was
Rancho de los Dos Pueblos, the site of two large Chumash villages. To the
north and west of Rancho Refugio was Rancho Punta de la Concepción.
Rancho Refugio was prominent in early California history and legend; it was
famous as a "smuggling" port for trading vessels along the California coast.
Traders and many fur hunters stopped along the California coast and traded,
although it was technically illegal under Spanish law. The Ortega ranch was
thought to be one of the richest smuggling bases in Alta California. In 1818,
two ships commanded by Captain Hippolyte Bouchard of Argentina arrived and
the privateers burned the presidio of Monterey and then headed south. They
were fomenting rebellion in favor of the New World's independence from Spain.
The Ortegas evacuated their Rancho Refugio and on December 2, the privateers
plundered the ranch. The Ortegas had fled over Refugio Pass to Mission Santa
Inés. One of the pirates, Joseph Chapman, jumped ship at Refugio and made
his way to Santa Inés. There he constructed the Santa Inés Mission mills
(which have recently been purchased and preserved by the Santa Barbara
Trust for Historic Preservation).
Americans arrived in California in 1846 and the American conquest was
completed in 1847. In 1850, California became a state. Following annexation to
the United States, the Ortega ranches along the Gaviota Coast were subdivided
and sold as ranches to members of the Dibblee, Hollister, Lobero, Cordero,
Orella and other families. Since that time, they have been further developed
into productive ranches.
In the late 1800s, several homesteads were taken out in the Santa Ynez
mountains near Refugio Pass by the members of the Pico, Romero and other
Santa Barbara families. The Pico adobe, probably built in the 1890s, sits atop
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Refugio Pass. Many years later it served as the Western White House for
President Reagan and was the site of historic visits between the President and
Margaret Thatcher, Mikhail Gorbachev, Queen Elizabeth, and others. To the
west, portions of Cojo Ranch are now owned by the Bixby family and operated
as a cattle ranch. Vandenberg Air Force Base purchased the Sudden Ranch,
south and east of Point Arguello, and it is now part of our nation's defense
system.
In addition to the adobe buildings described above, the Gaviota Coast also
includes other late 19th century adobes (e.g., Las Cruces, La Quemada), Point
Conception and its historic lighthouse, public park/camping beaches at
Jalama, Gaviota, Refugio and El Capitan, Gaviota Peak and Santa Ynez Peak
(the highest peak in the Santa Ynez range) in portions of Los Padres National
Forest, and many acres of private ranches, many dedicated to cattle, avocados
and lemons.
The Gaviota Coast is unique in Southern California for many reasons. In
addition to its colorful pre-history and history and its many existing historic
sites and public parks are: (1) the fact that it is still primarily an agricultural
area; and (2) its bucolic appearance, which has changed only slightly since the
1700s. It cultural sites illustrate an historic way of life and ranching culture
which has been lost in much of Southern California. My family has been a part
of the Gaviota historic coast ranching tradition since the 1860s and we would
like to see those opportunities preserved into the future. (See Figure 7, a photo
provided by the Hvolboll family of the Tajiguas Canyon Corral, c. 1940.)
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Recreational Resources of the Gaviota Coast 5
The Gaviota Coast offers a diverse array of recreational opportunities. This
stretch of coastline includes scenic vistas, rugged beaches, and panoramic
coastal hillsides and mountaintops that are destinations for both residents and
tourists. The eastern half of this thirty-three mile stretch of coastline is
privately owned and largely rural, while the western portion contains three
major state parks (El Capitan, Refugio, and Gaviota) and one county park
(Jalama Beach) that provide camping facilities and other recreational resources
for both local and out of county visitors. Farther north there are four more
State and County Parks with both day-use and overnight facilities that enable
visitors to enjoy a more isolated outdoor experience. In addition, the Channel
Islands National Park to the south, and the Los Padres National Forest to the
north, provide a unique contrast of recreational opportunities, including
swimming, surfing, whale watching, kayaking, and hiking.
El Capitan, Refugio, and Gaviota are by far the region’s most heavily used
beach parks. Due to increasing demand for camping facilities, the State has
plans to expand its park holdings. These parks are being used to capacity,
especially during summer weekends. At times of peak demand, existing
facilities are insufficient to accommodate recreational needs and people are
turned away. In addition to the parks, there are more than ten sites along this
short stretch of coast where the public currently gains vertical access to the
beach. The recent increase in nearby residential and commercial development
has resulted in an overcrowding of the remaining accessible beaches, and
stressed the recreational facilities these beaches provide.
The Gaviota Coastal Trail would alleviate many of these problems by providing
a safe and efficient form of coastal recreation for local residents and tourists,
increasing coastal access, and enhancing understanding of the region and its
history by providing interpretive centers. The Gaviota Coastal Trail is a
pedestrian- and bike-oriented trail that will connect the urban centers of
Goleta and Santa Barbara to El Capitan and Refugio State Beaches, where a
short, heavily used trail already exists. The Coastal Trail will expand this
region’s already heavily utilized recreational resources, and provide numerous
new outdoor opportunities. This route is consistent with the State Coastal
Trail originally legislated in 1979 “to link state parks, federal recreation areas
and others of significance in the coastal areas.” This trail also has historic
significance because it represents the route followed by the Anza settlers, and
was recognized as such by Congress in 1990 as the Juan Bautista de Anza
National Historic Trail.

5
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Resource Book

17

Gaviota Coast Conservancy

The North Coast, from Gaviota Beach State Park to the Guadalupe Dunes, is
widely considered “the most spectacular stretch of coastline south of Big Sur”
(Santa Barbara County Coastal Access Implementation Plan). This 64-mile
stretch of coastline provides opportunities for public access and recreation in
three areas: Ocean Beach County Park, Jalama Beach County Park, and Point
Sal State Park. These three beachfront parks are valued as getaways. At Point
Sal, it is possible to take walk for miles without encountering another visitor.
Jalama Beach has camping facilities, while the other parks are for day use
only. All three parks are popular spots for hang gliding, surf fishing, and
hiking. In addition to the parks, there is extensive informal use of the beaches
in this area.
The Gaviota Coast serves as a link between the increasingly popular Channel
Islands National Park to the south, and the federally protected Los Padres
National Forest, to the north. The Los Padres National Forest is a popular
destination for hiking, camping, birdwatching, and sightseeing. The Channel
Islands are located in the Santa Barbara Channel, 19 miles south of the
Gaviota coastal region. The islands are surrounded by the Channel Islands
National Marine Sanctuary. The Channel Islands are nationally renowned for
their unique and undisturbed habitats, natural beauty, and cultural
significance, and are internationally recognized under UNESCO's Man and the
Biosphere (MAB) Programme as a biosphere reserve. The islands, especially
Santa Cruz Island, have become increasingly popular recreational destinations
for Santa Barbara County residents and tourists. Visitors enjoy kayaking, sport
fishing, lobstering, and hiking on and around the islands, and the Santa
Barbara Channel is an international destination for whale watching.
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If you desire any further information about the Gaviota Coast
Conservancy, or our efforts to preserve the Coast, please feel free to
contact the following individuals, or our office, below:
Mike Lunsford, President
Lee Moldaver, Vice President
Phil McKenna, Director

(805) 967-5828
(805) 682-2120
(805) 682-0302

Gaviota Coast Conservancy
Post Office Box 1099
Goleta, CA 93116

(805) 563-7976
gavcoast@silcom.com
www.gaviotacoastconservancy.org

Other Contacts:
The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County
Michael Feeney
1114 State Street, Suite 219
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

805-966-4520

National Park Service
510-817-1447
Martha Crusius
111 Jackson Street, Suite 700
Oakland, CA 94607
NPS Gaviota Feasibility Study: www.nps.gov/pwro/gaviota/
Trust for Public Land
Shelly Ratay
116 New Montgomery, Suite 300
San Francisco, CA 94105

415-495-5660

Sierra Club, Gaviota Coast Project
Ariana Katovich
1129 State Street, Suite 32
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

805-564-7892

Conception Coast Project
Ethan Inlander
3887 State Street, Suite 24
Santa Barbara, CA 93105

805-687-2073

County of Santa Barbara, Planning
and Development Department
David Lackie
123 East Anapamu Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

805-568-2000
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