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Naples is Sold. First Bank of Missouri sold Santa Barbara Ranch, aka Naples,
to Standard Portfolios for $44.5 million. David Liu is the principal at Standard
Portfolios, a real estate company with large apartment holdings that is reported
by the Wall Street Journal to be funded by Chinese capital. Matt Osgood has
reappeared to purportedly serve as the project developer; you will remember
Mr. Osgood as the developer that secured the entitlements on the property in
2008 and subsequently defaulted on over $85M in loans in the Great
Recession. First Bank spurned our oﬀer to buy the property in 2010, and then
rejected a market priced oﬀer in 2014 by a “conservation developer” that we
supported. We will continue to ﬁght to preserve the rural character of this
important property.
The County’s 2008 preliminary approval of a 72-lot development is still
eﬀective, but going stale, and must still be approved by the Coastal
Commission. Mr. Osgood will appear before the Board of Supervisors in March
seeking transfer of a 20-year development agreement from First Bank to the
new owner. Ironically, Mr. Osgood thwarted an earlier transfer to First Bank in
2010. The key question for the Supervisors is whether the new developer has
the ﬁnancial resources and reputation to complete their obligations to the
County.
Visit Naples -It’s springtime at Naples, and as we go to press, the property is
still legally accessible for public recreational uses. To access Naples, go north
on Highway 101, exit at Dos Pueblos Canyon Road and follow the poorlymaintained frontage road under the freeway to the stop sign. Turn left at the
stop sign and drive about ¼ mile (back toward Santa Barbara) until just before
the 101 southbound onramp, and park to the right on the ample shoulder near
the large white gate. There is a pedestrian path to the left of the large white
gate. Follow the ranch road (Langtree), leaving any gates as you ﬁnd them,
cautiously crossing the rail road track. Climb the sturdy ranch gate to the south
of the rail road track and enjoy the beauty of the Naples mesa. Volunteers are
needed to record public use at several locations on the Gaviota Coast –
contact Janet Koed at 805-683-6631 to spend part of a day helping save our
coast.
Las Varas Ranch - In mid-February the County Supervisors sent the Las Varas
environmental impact report (EIR) back to Planning Commission for one more
review, asking County staﬀ to prepare ﬁndings for both approval and denial,
depending on the Planning Commission’s action. This project is a complex
subdivision of an 1800-acre ranch to facilitate increased coastal development.
In their 2014 review of the project, the Planning Commission found the EIR
inadequate in the areas of visual resources, agricultural resources, biological
resources, cultural resources, land use, recreation and growth inducing
impacts. At the Board hearing last month, County planning staﬀ defended their
EIR, highlighting the conﬂict between the Planning Commission and County
staﬀ on numerous issues. Although the project includes easements for several
trail corridors, these are improperly sited and oﬀer no real public beneﬁts. The
proposed project would create a “freeway” coastal trail bounded by a 6 foot
high chain link fence topped with 3 strands of barbed wire, would harm
productive agriculture, would forever alter a highly scenic historical landscape
and would induce future growth on and oﬀ the Ranch, and is at odds with a

number of fundamental Local Coastal Plan policies. There was extraordinary
public participation before the Board of Supervisors, which will be important
to repeat to encourage the Planning Commission to deny this ill-conceived
project.

The Southern California Artists Painting for the Environment (SCAPE) and Fine
Art photographer Reeve Woolpert invite you to the 3rd Annual

Visions of the Gaviota Coast - The Jewel in Our Backyard
A beneﬁt for the Naples Coalition & Gaviota Coast Conservancy
April 3 & 4, 2015
Friday 1-8pm, Saturday 10am-4pm
Join us at the Bacara Resort & Spa for art, photography, music, silent auction,
raﬄe, refreshments and more. Admission is FREE. More information at
www.gaviotacoastconservancy.org/calendar.

Refugio Beach Sand Loss
by Bob Hazard

While the Conservancy is often focused on development proposals on the
Gaviota Coast, we also keep our eye on other issues. This loss of sand at
Refugio State Beach is a serious concern. Hopefully it is a natural cycle and the
sand will return. But should it not, the State may have to implement some sort
of protection for all the infrastructure built on what was the mouth of the creek.
Stay tuned.

Globally Signiﬁcant Botanical Resources

by Wayne Ferren Jr
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The indigenous botanical resources of the Gaviota Coast include rich and
complex associations of plant species and vegetation types that are
characteristic of Central Coastal California and also unique to the region. The
many landforms of varying ages, origins, and composition; the transition zone
between northern and southern biogeographic areas along the California coast
at Pt. Conception; and the regional, seasonal, and changing climatic conditions
contribute to the formation of a large number of habitats and subsequently a
diverse ﬂora.
Broad appreciation for the Gaviota Coast exists not only because of the
region’s varied landscape, rich biological diversity, and unique natural heritage,
but also because of the goods and services provided to its residents and
visitors that contribute to the special nature of the region. The Gaviota Coast
provides a distinct sense of place and it is of major importance as a natural
classroom for all levels of training and investigation. Conservation of the natural
heritage, including restoration of its habitats and recovery of sensitive species,
is of paramount importance to our quality of life and to that of future
generations. Successful stewardship of the region’s natural resources, including
maintaining a balance between conservation and utilization of resources, is of
global interest and is a signiﬁcant contribution toward leadership in the
conservation of Mediterranean-climate ecosystems in general. Read more

We Belong in Wild Places
by Phil McKenna
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I was raised in Burbank when the air was thick and the pastures were a distant
memory. My father routinely took me to the “wild lands” surrounding the San
Fernando Valley, especially the Santa Monica Mountains. I discovered the
marvels of geology at the top of a ridge with an ocean view, where my father
showed me the fossils embedded in rocks we were sitting on and described the
forces that created our perch. We discovered a mountain lion long after it had
perceived us; the reality of a lion in our domain thrilled me then and now. My
father showed me tadpoles in the creek and we visited them pond for a month
observing the transformation to frog. I learned the value of patient observation.
So I was a city boy, but because I had access to natural landscapes (and a
wonderful teacher), I became an armchair naturalist. I camped, ﬁshed, hiked,
biked, and learned to marvel at the common and ordinary.
I have passed on my father’s gift to me by introducing my children to the natural
world and I advocate for public access to that natural world so the same
opportunity is not lost to others. Without the direct experience of nature one is
a “tenant” on earth, without pride of ownership; a poor steward of our fragile
home. So I will argue for the broadest possible public access to the Gaviota
region, consistent with the preservation and restoration of our natural heritage.
And there is the rub.
We are part of nature. We belong in wild landscapes, be we change them. The
vision of a static nature, pure in form, ﬁnished and complete, is a myth. We
bring many of the trappings of society with us when we enter uncivilized
landscapes. This is perceived as being negative, and it sometimes is. But, we
can contribute to the preservation of nature through our understanding of the
living earth, gained best from direct experience.
Citizens of our complex and increasingly crowded society are divorced from the
natural processes that support them. It is quite possible to intellectually
understand these forces. However, that understanding is incomplete without

the imprint of direct experience. Appropriate public access provides the stage
for this direct experience.
Thanks to our volunteer newsletter contributors: Dave Basso, Nancy Black,
Steve Forsell, Janet Koed, Phil McKenna, Bob Hazard, Wayne Ferren, Jr. and
photographers Bill Dewey and Shaw Leonard.

Useful Links
Gaviota Coast Conservancy | on Facebook
Naples Coalition | on Facebook
Santa Barbara Surfrider
Environmental Defense Center
Santa Barbara County Gaviota Projects
Gaviota Coast Conservancy
http://www.gaviotacoastconservancy.org/
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