Report on remote camera survey of Potorous longipes
Black Cuttings Track
Study location

Black Cuttings track
(3km south of the Yalmy road and Mt Jersey road intersection;
Yalmy forest block)

Coupe Numbers
Concerned

846-502-0003, 846-502-0010, 846-502-0013, 846-502-0015,
846-502-0016 and 846-502-0006 (Note: coupe 846-502-0006
has been logged and burnt within the last five years)

Date of report

01/04/2010

Aim of study

To determine presence/absence of Potorous longipes

Method of study

Baited remote survey cameras

Participants

Tod Billington, Brittany Chapman, Juliana Lee, Andrew Lincoln,
Tim Gentle, Alex Selemba

Abstract

•

This survey detects the presence of Potorous longipes
several times on the border between scheduled coups
846-502-0010 and 846-502-0013 and within 846-5020016 which is directly adjacent to 846-502-0015. These
detections are by way of video footage. The details of
these detection are given below.

•

Several diggings suggesting Potorous longipes were
encountered throughout the study area. A photographic
example of this is provided below.

•

At an earlier time the presence of Potorous longipes was
also detected in a coup studied in this report (coup 846502-0003). On the 1st of March 2009 a skull remains of
Potorous longipes was discovered and later verified as
such by Peter Menkhorst in conjunction with other
specimens in the museum of Victoria.
Skull remains location:
GDA UTM: 55 H 0643317 5870437

A report detailing this was sent to the Department of
Sustainability and Environment in March 2009 and should
be read in conjunction with this report; (“Pre-Logging Report
of Coupes 846-502-0003, 846-502-0010 and 846-502-0013
Orbost District”, Lincoln, A., 2009).

•

To our knowledge no action has as yet been taken to
protect the habitat of this species at this location.
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Study location

The study location spreads over coups 846-502-0003, 846-502-0010,
846-502-0013, 846-502-0015, 846-502-0016 shown in the following
map (Figure 1 below).

Figure 1: Study area
(Detail from East
Gippsland FMA - Orbost
District, Approved
Timber Release Plan
with amendments
applied - Harvest Years
200910 – 201314 –
Vicforests, 16/07/09
Datum: GDA 94)

Date of study

21/02/2010 – 31/03/2010

Used method of
Study

4 Keep Guard motion sensing infrared cameras were placed out each
with a pistachio essence and truffle essence based bait in metallic tea
infusers.
Cameras were set either to capture video or still footage.
Cameras were first checked on the 21/03/2010 and again on
31/03/2010.
Each camera records the date, time and duration of each video at the
start of its footage.
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Results of survey

1. P.longipes was detected ten times over the duration of
twenty seven days. Included in this footage Potorous
longipes is observed digging and gathering and carrying
nesting materials in its tail. Also, two individuals of Potorous
longipes were recorded in the one image. This camera was
set to capture only video footage of ten seconds duration.
Camera Location
55H 0643518 // 5871259
(GDA94, UTM/UPS)
Recordings were on; 02/03/2010, 03/03/2010, 07/03/2010,
07/03/2010, 08/03/2010, 08/03/2010, 08/03/2010,
10/03/2010, 27/0/2010 and 29/03/2010.
(Corresponding to Figures 2-11 below)
Figures 2-11 are all still images saved from these recordings where
the first example (i.e. 2a, 3a) for each figure is the opening footage
and the second example (i.e. 2b, 3b) is a detail from later on in the
recording.

Figure 2a.

Figure 2b.

Figure 3a.

Figure 3b.
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Figure 4a.

Figure 4b.

Figure 5a.

Figure 5b.

Figure 6a.

Figure 6b.

Figure 7a.

Figure 7b.
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Figure 8a.

Figure 8b.

Figure 9a.

Figure 9b.

Figure 10a.

Figure 10b.

Figure 11a.

Figure 11b.
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Results of survey
cont.

2. P.longipes was detected four times over the duration of thirty
days. This camera was set to capture only video footage of
ten seconds duration.
Camera Location
55H 0642534 // 5869541
(GDA94, UTM/UPS)
Recordings were on; 01/03/2010, 25/03/2010, 25/03/2010
and 31/03/2010. (Corresponding to Figures 12-15 below)
Figures 12-15 are all still images saved from these recordings
where the first example (i.e. 12a, 13a) for each figure is the
opening footage and the second example (i.e. 12b, 13b) is a
detail from later on in the recording.

Figure 12a.

Figure 12b

Figure 13a.

Figure 13b.

.
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Figure 14a.

Figure 14b.

Figure 15a.

Figure 15b.

Results of survey
cont.

3. Digging sites for underground fungi indicating P. longipes
diggings were encountered across the study area. Below are
images and location information of one of these findings.
Digging Location
55H 0642523 // 5869615
(GDA94, UTM/UPS)

photos by: Alex Selemba
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Summary

P. longipes was detected fourteen times by video footage in this
survey.
P. longipes diggings for underground fungi were encountered.
P.longipes skull remains were found within the study site (noted from
an earlier report listed above).

Conclusion

The detection of P. longipes in the studied area is considered very
significant to the participating surveyors, the local community and
many Victorian citizens expecting the conservation of our threatened
fauna and flora to be sustained. Due to the current conservation
status and corresponding preservation requirements for this species
the management intentions for this site will need reviewing.
The area of this discovery is currently designated as a proposed
logging coupe by VicForests under their East Gippsland FMA Orbost District, Approved Timber Release Plan with amendments
applied - Harvest Years 200910 – 201314 – Vicforests, 16/07/09 as
coups 846-502-0003, 846-502-0010, 846-502-0013, 846-502-0015,
846-502-0016 and 846-502-0006.
The obvious conflict between the existence of a threatened/
endangered species, recognised at both the state and national level,
and plans to log its habitat must be redressed immediately. The
proposed logging of this area will negatively impact on the species
and its required habitat, and hence should be placed under
immediate protection.
Included at the end of this report are extracts from the 2009 reviewed
action statement pertaining to the Long-footed Potoroo. These
extracts highlight both the minimum actions required by land
managers and users to assist the conservation of this species as
well as the need to involve and respect the communities participation
in this endeavor.
It is expected therefore that at least the actions in extract; “Appendix
1: Prescriptions to be applied in state forests” listed below will be
enacted before any destructive practices to the species habitat, such
as the scheduled logging, are pursued. It is hoped that the
conservation of the species is taken seriously and that in future areas
containing Long-footed potoroos are not scheduled for logging.
It is understood that this will require understanding presence/absence
of threatened species in areas scheduled for destruction and that this
too would be the minimum action a society concerned about the
conservation of its land could undertake.
If the issues raised by this report concern your duties and
responsibilities with regard to the action required in the Long-footed
potoroo action statement, please respond to the author of this report
with your intended actions.

Authors

Andrew Lincoln
asl80@hotmail.com
01/04/2010
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Below are extracts from: “Action Statement – Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act – No. 58 (revised in 2009) – Long-footed
Potoroo – Potorous longipes”, DSE, 2009

…

…
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End of extracts.
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