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SHD2016 

 

 

HOUSE #3: EAST GEELONG 

HOMEOWNERS’ STORY 

Housing Choices Australia (HCA) is a national not-
for-profit housing association, providing quality, 
affordable housing for people on low incomes and 
people with disabilities. 

The project brief given to DE atelier Architects was 
to upgrade the existing 8-unit development to create 
an accessible and socially cohesive environment 
where tenants are encouraged and the design 
inspires the community to casually interact and 
connect with one another.  

The central hub provides informal landscaping, low 
level vegetation that defines the space whilst 
keeping a visual connection with the neighbours, in 
addition to BBQ facilities and a shared garden plot 
where tenants can gather and create an edible 
garden together. The entries face the focal point of 
the shared garden.   

 

Four of the units have been renovated and extended to be fully accessible provide diversification of 
building stock to the neighbourhood including upgraded bathrooms, kitchens and extended bedrooms. 
The overall development received a significant face lift including; north facing eaves, wall and roof 
insulation and installed double glazed windows where practical.   

The project is an excellent example of urban renewal and refurbishment of housing stock.  HCA is to 
be congratulated for their vision and forethought in reducing landfill, preserving our resources and 
creating a thoughtful and considered community housing. 

 

  

Photos courtesy of Phil Hines Photography 
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SUSTAINABILITY FEATURES 

Category  Features 

SHD House Type Urban renewal, major renovation, architect designed 

Lifestyle Social housing complex, 8 rental units, urban, adults  

Building type 1950s double brick 

Design Ageing-in-place, accessibility 

Sustainable materials Joinery, low VOC paints, plasterboard, bricks, doors, windows 

Energy Efficiency LED lighting 

Renewable Energy NA 

Heating & Cooling Energy efficient reverse cycle AC 

Water Heating Heat pump 

Fixtures & Fittings Accessible levers 

Water Harvesting Low flow lever shower & taps, water tanks 

Garden/Outdoors Raised beds, shared garden & BBQ area, natives plants 

 

EXPERTS ONSITE ON SHD 

 De atelier Architects, Briony Darcy & Leon Eyck 
 Disability building consultant, Andrew Cross 
 Housing Choices Australia, representatives 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.deatelier.com.au/
http://www.housingchoices.org.au/
http://www.deatelier.com.au/
http://www.housingchoices.org.au/

