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SHD2016 

 

 

HOUSE #7: WALLINGTON – REMEDY FARM 

HOMEOWNERS’ STORY 

When Susanne and Jordie bought this 1970s BV farmhouse on 5 acres it was 

degraded farmland. The transformation has been remarkable and shows what can 
be achieved over 8 years by owners with full time jobs and a limited budget.  

In regenerating this rural lot, their objective was to create a welcoming 

environment for animals and birds.  To date they have noted over 35 bird species 
and watched the diversity of fauna increase as their garden has grown.    

A visit to Remedy Farm is sure to be an inspiring & delightful memory of SHD2016! 

We named the property Remedy Farm.  The words of a song 

by Ani di Franco gave us inspiration for this, she sings ‘you had 
better put some beauty back while you’ve got the energy’. 

Our house has solar hot water and 3.4 kw of PV panels.  The 

house is heated using a split system and a wood heater.  All of 
our wood is sourced from fallen trees, we never buy so called 

‘sustainable’ red gum.   

During the summer the air conditioner is only used on 

extremely hot days. Otherwise the blinds work well keeping 

the heat out, the eaves are wide enough to block the sun and 
we have some good shade trees. 

We turned the pool into a garden because it was a waste of 
energy and water.  We used it as a ‘mini skip’ during the 

renovations, saving a significant amount of materials from land 

fill.  As we have deconstructed buildings and fences, we have 
looked for ways to reuse the materials around the property for 

garden features, edging and building other structures.  Even 
our old antenna became a garden sculpture in the form of a 

dragon fly! 

We grow as much of our own food as we can.  Any excess, 
especially fruit in summer, we sauce, jam, stew, freeze and 

even sell at the local Bellarine Farmers market.  

All of our food scraps are shared amongst the chickens, the 

worms and the compost.  No water leaves our property, once 
the tanks are filled the water over flows into the dam.   

We built the dam to encourage ducks and frogs, however it’s 

also created the perfect habitat for snakes! 
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SUSTAINABILITY FEATURES 

Category  Features 

House type 1970s brick veneer, partial renovation & retrofit on 5 acres 

Lifestyle Rural, Couple 

Renovation Transformed old garage on North side of house into a sun drenched lounge 
room and heat sink, converted an unwanted in-ground pool into a garden bed 

Sustainable materials Recycled/upcycled fixtures - custom made door from recycled timber (Williams 

and Campion), recycled timber flooring (Timber Zoo), homemade welded 
artworks in garden 

Windows & Doors & 
Furnishings 

Aluminium window frames, sliding windows, blinds/drapes  

Energy efficiency LED lighting, Dishwasher, power saving switches, extra insulation 

Renewable energy 3.4kW PV grid connect, power monitoring 

Heating & cooling Energy efficient reverse cycle AC, wood heater 

Water heating Evacuated tube – solar 

Fixtures & fittings Double glazed windows, induction cooktop 

Water harvesting Water tanks, grey water system, harvested water flows to tanks and then over 
flows to dam, drip irrigation on the vegetable garden, 

low flow shower heads & taps 

Garden/Outdoors Regenerated a bare paddock filled only with onion weed into a lush bird-
attracting native garden, shade trees, deciduous garden walk, art deco 

woodshed, permeable driveway & paths 
Large netted orchard with 60 tree fruits, extensive organic veggie garden with 

raised beds, plus chickens & ducks  

Waste management Composting, worm farm 

 

Allow plenty of time as there lots to see at this property 

 

   

   


