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HOUSE #14: LITTLE RIVER - THE OFF GRID SOLAR HOUSE 

HOMEOWNERS’ STORY 

A 38 square family home with no electricity grid connection on 17 
acres located between Melbourne and Geelong … despite various 
energy guzzling appliances, two teenagers, two dogs and a cat, this 
home is your average family home, the only difference being it has its 
own personal power station in the garage.   

LIVING OFF-GRID DOESN’T MEAN COMPROMISING YOUR LIFESTYLE! 

Given its semi-rural location, the Sutcliffe’s were quoted over $40,000 
just to connect their property to the electricity grid.  Hence it was an 
easy decision to seek the energy freedom option of living off the grid.  
So instead of a power line, this 38 square family home on 17 acres 
has a 5.5kW rooftop solar system comprising 30 north facing PV 
panels, an inverter, an inverter charger and a 24 cell 48V battery bank 
with power monitoring.  
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SUSTAINABILITY FEATURES 

Category  Features 

House type New Off-grid 

Lifestyle Semi-rural, Adults & Children 

Building type 2013 weatherboard 

Sustainable design Passive solar 

Sustainable materials FSC timber 

Energy efficiency 8 star rating, LED lighting, efficient appliances 

Renewable energy PV solar 

Heating & cooling Wood heater, ceiling fans 

Water heating Solar panel  

Fixtures & fittings Double glazing windows 

Water Harvesting 58,000 litre tank 

Garden/outdoors Edible garden, chickens, water wise plants, composting 

Waste management Gravity-fed worm farm septic system with a 55 m transpiration trench 

 

TECHNICAL & FURTHER INFO 

Off-grid solar system supplied by Radiant Energy Systems - radiantenergy.com.au. 

The Age published an article in 2014 about the Sutcliffe’s, “Living off the power grid gives me a 
buzz” at: http://goo.gl/HU7J1n.  

Owner, Emma is a freelance journalist who blogs about her off-the-grid experiences. She aims to 
answer the sorts of questions her family had when we were looking into going off grid … and for 
anyone interested in the renewables revolution. http://theoffgridsolarhouse.com/ She also writes 
articles for the new website at: http://onestepoffthegrid.com.au. 

Emma trained as a Climate Leader with Al Gore’s Climate Reality Project. 

 

 

http://radiantenergy.com.au/
http://goo.gl/HU7J1n
http://theoffgridsolarhouse.com/
http://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/

