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SHD2015 BRIEF REPORT 
SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER  

 

Summary 

Geelong Sustainability (GS) was delighted to coordinate Sustainable House Day in 2015 with support from the City of 
Greater Geelong for the seventh year.  SHD aligns closely with our mission, which is to inform, inspire and connect 

communities to create a sustainable future and to protect our natural environment.  The event helps to raise 
awareness and readiness of Geelong residents to adopt and install energy efficiency practices and technologies to 

facilitate Geelong’s transition to a low carbon future.   

For SHD2015, there were 11 properties open to the public for four hours on Saturday 24th October.  Homes within 
suburban Geelong opened from 10am to 2pm and those on the Bellarine and surrounding region from 1pm to 5pm.  

The weather was ideal and it proved to be another fabulous event at which loads of information and knowledge were 
shared.  To offset some expenses, adults were asked to pay an entry fee of $2/house. 

All homeowners and experts reported having a rewarding day sharing their insights and journeys.  There were over 

1160 visits across the open houses with those in suburban Geelong recording between 100 – 270 visits.  The Scott St 
renovation designed by Ryan Thompson Architects and built by Homes with Integrity was the busiest home with the 

feature story in the Geelong Advertiser sparking extra interest.  While the Bellbrae passivhaus had only 26 visitors the 
builder was delighted as they were all very keen to understand more about this building standard. 

This major community event involved over 60 volunteers of whom more than 20 were technical experts.  GS was 
delighted with the number of young people attending this year, who were seeking advice about their own renovations 

or new builds.  After touring the East Geelong home, a woman said she was going home to cancel her order for new 

West-facing windows. 

This major community event involved over 60 volunteers including more than 20 technical experts.  Most houses 

organised comprehensive tours led by architects, builders, technical experts or the homeowner of 20-45 minutes 
duration.  The emphasis was on explaining passive solar and other building principles to the public.  We were able to 

distribute hundreds of free copies of our new Sustainability Directory to visitors.  We were fortunate to again have the 

pro bono professional services of Phil Hines Photography before the event and on the day. 

GS wishes to acknowledge the marketing support from City of Greater Geelong’s Environment and Communications 

Dept and the event coordination grant from Future Proofing Geelong.  The Gordon TAFE and Deakin University were 
event sponsors and SHD Coordinator, Vicki Perrett volunteered most of her time.  

At the debriefing event attended by homeowners, technical experts, volunteers and event partners, the following 
views and insights were noted: 

 Homeowners and volunteers thought the four-hour opening was the right length of time. 

 The staggered openings enabled people to visit more houses. 

 The café and community centre were not as popular as the private houses. 

 Homeowners valued having an experienced lead volunteer to assist them. 

 The tours conducted by the onsite technical experts were very informative and educational. 

 All volunteers had an enjoyable day and were pleased with the depth and quality of interactions with visitors. 

 The October date suits our region - after AFL finals and before the Spring racing carnival. 

 For SHD2016, continue current approach with perhaps more Bali flags and pre-publicity. 

Social media & web links 

Geelong Sustainability’s SHD page - www.geelongsustainability.org.au/shd  

GS special SHD Geelong event Facebook site - www.facebook.com/SustainableHouseDayGeelong.  The site’s Likes 

grew from 380 to 480 in preceding few months.  We uploaded 45 posts which had over 7300 unique views. 

CoGG web story - www.geelongaustralia.com.au/news/item/8d2d9573c46a062.aspx 

Emma Sutcliffe posted several stories about SHD Geelong homeowners on the blog One Step off the Grid. 

http://www.geelongsustainability.org.au/shd
http://www.facebook.com/SustainableHouseDayGeelong
http://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/news/item/8d2d9573c46a062.aspx
http://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/
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SHD2015 Photos 

 

Scott St, Belmont topped the visitor tally with 270 visits (excluding 

neighbours). It was just as well they had 3 tour leaders & 9 volunteers 

 

SHD house signs displayed 

opening times at front gate 

 

People were amazed the Barwon Heads beach house 
was only 18 squares 

 

Leigh explained the passive solar value of his slate 
floored, North-facing sunroom 

 

Our volunteers did a great job welcoming visitors 

 

People were eager to see Leigh’s new Flow ® beehive 

 

Glen Rodgers, Leigh Adamson and Vicki Perrett 

promoted SHD on the Pulse radio show, The 

Sustainable Hour.  Listen to the podcast. 

 

There was a lot for people to learn at the Robert’s 

PassivHaus at Bellbrae. 

For more information contact Geelong Sustainability’s SHD Coordinator by email, shdgeelong@gmail.com. 

http://climatesafety.info/thesustainablehour95/
mailto:shdgeelong@gmail.com

