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Retirees get three times more from government than younger Canadians – New Study 
  
It’s important to know how much government money goes to different age groups during budget season. 
“This is the time we put our money where our mouth is,” explains Dr. Kershaw, UBC Professor and the 
study’s author. “Government budgets show who and what we value.” 

BC will table its 2015 budget on February 17, followed by the other provinces and Ottawa.  The distribution 
of spending by age will be a hot topic in these coming budgets in the wake of the Premiers commitment last 
summer to launch a new Task Force on Aging. 

The new study published by Generation Squeeze is helping Canadians to prepare. “Citizens have been 
flying blind on this topic until we published this research,” remarks Eric Swanson, Executive Director of 
Generation Squeeze.  “No government reports total social spending by age group, nor does Statistics 
Canada.” 

The new study finds that governments spend $33k-$40k per retiree, $14k-15k per person age 45-64, and 
less than $12k per person under age 45?   

Is this age distribution fair?  “The answer depends on how different age groups are doing,” observes  
Kershaw.  Canadians age 55+ enjoy increases in household income that surpass those under 45, who are 
squeezed by lower earnings, less time, and higher housing costs compared to a generation ago. High 
housing prices generate wealth for those age 55+, while weighing down those under 45 with large debts. 

Given this evidence, the study concludes that younger generations need to become a greater priority for 
Canadian governments.  When new investments are being made this budget season, younger Canadians 
should receive at least as much as retirees. 

Younger Canadians want to protect health and retirement income subsidies for the aging parents and 
grandparents they love.  But parents and grandparents don’t want this protection to come at the expense of 
adapting for their kids and grandchildren.  “It’s time we all ask our provincial and federal governments to 
budget accordingly in 2015,” suggests Kershaw. 

“Canadians in their 40s and under are getting better organized to do just that,” reports Swanson.  “We’re 
building Canada’s most overdue lobby to squeeze back for younger generations.”  Canadians age 50+ 
have been lobbying for decades via important groups like the Canadian Association of Retired Persons 
(CARP).  So long as Canadians 50+ have a strong lobby, younger generations deserve one too.” 

The full study, Measuring the Age Gap in Canadian Social Spending, is available at: http://bit.ly/GSAgeGap  
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