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Majority of British Columbians Support a Tax Shift 
 

Less tax on local income, more tax on crazy housing values, and better investments in 

young and old alike. That’s the vision behind the Tax Shift proposed by Generation 

Squeeze. 

 

Not only does new polling show that most (57-59 per cent) British Columbians support this 

shift, the poll also reveals why. 

 

62 per cent agree it is definitely or probably MORE UNFAIR that local jobs don’t pay 

enough for many regular people to afford suitable homes because of skyrocketing housing 

prices than it is to collect additional taxes from regular people who now own million-dollar 

homes because of skyrocketing home values.  

 

Even though older residents have disproportionately gained wealth from rising home values, 

nearly 1 in 2 British Columbians age 55+ support the tax shift. Older residents are also 

especially likely to agree (at 66 per cent) that it is MORE UNFAIR that home prices have 

left local earnings behind, than it is to shift taxation toward those who have gained windfalls 

from the rise in home prices.  

 

So too are residents who voted Liberal in the 2017 B.C. election. Three-quarters of B.C. 

Liberal voters agree it is definitely or probably MORE UNFAIR that unhealthy home values 

push housing out of reach for people starting in the market today than it is to collect 

additional taxes from million-dollar homes. That is the highest rate of agreement of any 

provincial sub-group. 

 

“These data reveal there is broad support for a Tax Shift in B.C., and all the more reason for 

the provincial government to appoint a Tax Shift Special Commission to assess how best to 

rebalance our tax system,” explains Dr. Paul Kershaw, Founder of Generation Squeeze, 

and a UBC policy professor. “Support transcends party lines, age groups, sexes and 

regions, which is heartening. Alas, you might not get this sense from misleading ads paid to 

run on provincial radio stations that are spreading misinformation to distort public dialogue.” 

 

Despite majority support, Kershaw adds “there remains work to ensure the vast majority of 

British Columbians come to understand how they will benefit directly from the shift. As many 
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as 80 per cent or more could gain from cuts to taxes on income, sales or payroll without 

incurring higher property taxes – not just the nearly 60 per cent who now support a tax 

shift.”  

 

Interestingly, more work is especially required in smaller towns and more remote areas of 

the province where the tax shift would reduce taxes for almost everyone.  

 

B.C. Assessment Data show that only 2.1% of homes in the Okanagan, 0.3% of homes in 

the Kootenay Columbia region, and 0.1% of homes in Northern BC are valued above $1 

million. Yet support for the Tax Shift hovers around 1 in 2 in these areas. By contrast, 

support for the Tax Shift is higher in Greater Vancouver, the Fraser Valley, and Vancouver 

Island where closer to one-half, one-quarter, and 8% of homes are above $1 million, 

respectively. 

 

The raw polling data are provided below, while more information about the Tax Shift 

proposal is available at: https://www.gensqueeze.ca/support_the_taxshift  
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