
   

December 11, 2018 

 

Court grants Generation Squeeze coalition intervenor status in 

pollution pricing case 

 

The Saskatchewan Court of Appeal announced it will hear from the Intergenerational 

Climate Coalition led by Generation Squeeze when it reviews federal authority to impose a 

carbon price on provinces that fail to establish their own. 

  

The court granted this intervenor status despite opposition to our application by the 

Saskatchewan government. 

 

 “It’s important that our voice be heard in court,” explains Dr. Paul Kershaw, Founder of 

Generation Squeeze, and a professor in the UBC School of Population Health, “because 

failure to price pollution discriminates against younger Canadians and future generations by 

putting in jeopardy our health now, and even more so in the decades ahead.”  

 

Generation Squeeze is a voice for younger generations in politics and the market, backed 

by cutting-edge research. Our coalition includes the Canadian Association of Physicians for 

the Environment, the Saskatchewan Public Health Association, the Public Health 

Association of BC, the Canadian Coalition for the Rights of Children, and the Youth Climate 

Lab. 

 

Collectively, our partners contend that our Constitution can and must adapt to the reality 

and challenges of climate change. 

 

1.     Science shows that climate change may be the greatest risk to human health in the 

21st century and those health risks, as well as related environmental harms and economic 

costs, will fall primarily on younger Canadians and future generations. 

 

2.     Evidence is clear that pricing pollution is among the most important policy levers to 

reduce climate change, and should be considered a health intervention. 

 

3.     Failure to price pollution discriminates against younger Canadians, because it puts in 

jeopardy our reasonable aspiration to thrive in 2030 and beyond. 
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4.     The constitutional commitment to protect minorities includes children and future 

generations, especially when confronted with such a serious threat to their health and 

prosperity. 

 

The Saskatchewan government opposed our application, claiming “there is no support in 

law to consider that young people fit within the category of historically disadvantaged 

groups.”  

 

“This position is disappointing,” observes Kershaw. “Not only is it out of step with protections 

in section 15 of the Charter, which prohibit discrimination based on age, it shows that the 

Government of Saskatchewan is missing the heart of the issue. Past and present 

generations of Canadians have enjoyed the benefits of abundant and cheap fossil fuels, 

while our children and future generations will bear the most severe health costs and 

environmental impacts.” 

 

Children and future generations suffer a basic disadvantage because they are unable to 

participate in political decisions that will fundamentally affect their legal rights as well as the 

quality, and even the duration, of their lives. That quality and duration is put in jeopardy as 

average global warming exceeds 1.5 degrees Celsius – with scientists predicting we have 

little more than a decade to stay below this target by reducing fossil fuel consumption 

dramatically.  

 

The health threats to children and future generations are vastly disproportionate to their 

contribution to greenhouse gas emissions, and their ability to shape political decisions that 

determine emissions in the coming years. That is why the Intergenerational Climate 

Coalition led by Generation Squeeze is working hard to represent their voices in the courts. 

 

Given our success in the Saskatchewan court, we are hopeful that the Ontario Court of 

Appeal will also recognize the contributions we can make and also grant us intervenor 

status later this month in the Ontario reference case on the federal Greenhouse Gas 

Pollution Pricing Act. 
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