
FORFEIT OUR SEAT,
FORFEIT OUR INFLUENCE



1. OUR STORY
I’m a UNA member and a voter from [INSERT STATE]. I’ve travelled to be 

here to tell you that I support the vital work of the United Nations and am 

deeply concerned about the President’s Fiscal Year 2018 Budget Request, 

which severely cuts or outright eliminates U.S. contributions to several 

critical UN agencies and programs. Additionally, the President’s proposed 

cuts would drastically affect the 16 UN Peacekeeping Missions working to 

bring stability to some of the world’s most remote and dangerous locations.

2. OUR CORE ASK
I believe a strong U.S.-UN partnership is essential to our long-term 

national interests. That’s why I am asking Congress to fully fund our 

UN peacekeeping and regular budget dues and maintain robust U.S. 

support for vital UN agencies and programs. The UN’s efforts to promote 

peace and security, coordinate responses to global pandemics and 

diseases, establish international business norms, and deliver lifesaving 

humanitarian aid ensure that the United States doesn’t have to go it 

alone. It matters now more than ever that we keep our seat at the UN’s 

table and fully fund our UN dues. If we forfeit our seat, we forfeit our 

influence. I am not alone in my overwhelming support for the UN. A 

bipartisan poll conducted after the 2016 election found that 88 percent 

of Americans believe it is important for the U.S. to maintain an active 

role at the UN. Additionally, 67 percent of voters expressed continued 

support for the U.S. to pay its dues to the UN on time and in full.

3. OUR REFUGEE ASK
I also believe that U.S. leadership is essential to addressing the worst 

refugee crisis since World War II. Half of the 65 million refugees and 

internally displaced people worldwide are children, but less than half 

have access to education. A refugee child that is not in school is at risk 

of being trafficked or radicalized by extremist groups. UNA chapters 

across the country are raising funds to build classrooms in refugee 

camps through our Adopt-A-Future campaign. I am asking Congress 

to help do the same by ensuring continued financial support for the UN 

Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the World Food Programme (WFP).

4. OUR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS ASK
Finally, I believe the U.S. should work with the UN to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals, 17 priorities for lifting a billion 

people out of poverty, ending human trafficking, addressing climate 

change, and meeting other pressing challenges vital to America 

interests and the world. The goals were adopted unanimously by 

all 193 UN member nations in 2015. They were created with strong 

U.S. leadership, including the input of over 70,000 Americans, reflect 

bipartisan priorities, and are built on the successes the Millennium 

Development Goals achieved in public health and other areas.
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