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UN Peacekeeping:
Enhancing American Interests



Africa
Abyei 
Cote d’Ivoire
Darfur
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Liberia
South Sudan
Western Sahara

Americas
Haiti

Asia and the Pacific
India and Pakistan
Timor-Leste (Mission closing December 2012)

Europe
Cyprus
Kosovo

Middle East
Golan Heights
Lebanon
Middle East Region
Syria

Peacekeeping is



Promoting
 Global Security

The United Nations oversees 16 peace-
keeping operations around the world. 
With more than 120,000 troops and 
personnel deployed, UN peacekeepers 
make up the second largest deployed 
military presence in the world.

Although the United States, as a perma-
nent member of the UN Security Coun-
cil, supports and authorizes all of these 
missions, we provide few troops and 
other countries pick up about 75% of 
each operations’ costs. Every day, UN 
peacekeepers assist in implementing 
peace agreements, stabilizing conflict 

zones after a ceasefire, disarming and 
demobilizing ex-combatants, facilitating 
humanitarian assistance, and building 
effective governments. 

Highlighted inside is background on the 
peacekeeping missions in Haiti, South 
Sudan, Timor-Leste, and Liberia. By 
supporting displaced persons in the Ca-
ribbean, promoting stability in Southeast 
Asia, and helping build more democratic 
societies in Africa, these missions are 
vital to protecting American interests 
and security. 



The UN Stabilization Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) was created 
after a failed coup attempt in the Southeast Asian nation in Febru-
ary 2008. Since its initial deployment, UNMIT has played a pivotal 
role in efforts to strengthen Timor-Leste’s democratic institutions, 
helping guarantee that the country’s most recent round of presi-
dential elections were free and fair. 

Together with the UN’s Electoral Support Team, UNMIT provided 
logistical support to voter registration and education efforts dur-
ing the 2012 election cycle, and helped ensure that the elections 
went smoothly and peacefully. Outside of its electoral support 
functions, UNMIT is primarily a police mission, charged with as-
sisting the government establish law and order and reinstitute a 
national police force. 

UNMIT has successfully helped the country create its own security 
force, training more than 1,500 officers of the Timor-Leste Na-
tional Police (PNTL) in areas such as, discipline, administration, 
human rights, gender-based violence, and arrest procedures. The 
PNTL is ranked as a leader in the Asia Pacific region with 18% of 
the police force represented by women.  Since UNMIT’s mission to 
promote stability, build up Timor-Leste’s police force, and facilitate 
free and fair elections has largely been completed successfully, 
UNMIT’s mandate is set to expire at the end of this year. 

The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) was initiated 
when South Sudan gained independence, six months after its his-
toric vote for secession from Sudan, on July 9, 2011.  UNMISS is 
currently working to promote stability in the world’s newest country, 
build the capacity of the central government, and address unre-
solved issues from the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, which 
ended the civil war between the northern and southern regions of 
Sudan in 2005. 

Working to strengthen the country’s law enforcement institutions, 
UNMISS police personnel are stationed in all 10 of South Sudan’s 
state capitals and 23 counties. Among other duties, UNMISS is help-
ing the South Sudan Police Services recruit and train  police and 
corrections officers, as well as encourage law enforcement authori-
ties to prioritize transparency, accountability and professionalism. 
 
Since independence, UNMISS is facilitating the largest movement of 
people on the African continent, as 500,000 South Sudanese move 
from Sudan to South Sudan. UNMISS is helping to provide returnees 
with transportation and humanitarian assistance.

In October 2011, the U.S. deployed 100 military advisors to help 
governments in Central Africa combat the Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA), which has wrought havoc in the region for 25 years. UN 
peacekeeping missions in South Sudan, Abyei, Darfur, and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo are working together with U.S. 
forces and national governments to coordinate information-sharing 
and actions aimed at defeating the LRA.

South Sudan

Timor-Leste



Established to aid the country’s peacebuilding efforts following 
its decade-long civil war, the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has 
been instrumental in supporting democratic elections, training 
the nation’s police force, and elevating the status of women. 
Liberia is now a key U.S. ally and a model for how African 
nations emerging from conflict can successfully transition to 
peace and stability.

Currently, the U.S. and the UN are working together to help 
make Liberia’s security sector more transparent and account-
able. For its part, UNMIL is focused on reforming the Liberian 
National Police (LNP), training officers in emergency response 
procedures, protection of women and children, criminal inves-
tigation techniques, and management. To supplement these 
efforts, the U.S. military is helping to facilitate a full-scale re-
form of the country’s military.

In addition to pursuing security reform, the UN is also working 
to increase women’s political participation and representation 
in the Liberian government. During the 2011 national elections, 
UNMIL and partner organizations held educational and training 
seminars for over 400 aspiring  women candidates. In addition, 
UNMIL has deployed an all-female police unit to support the 
recruitment and training of LNP officers, increasing female rep-
resentation in the police force to 16% of the total force. 

In 2005, UNMIL helped organize landmark presidential elections 
that brought Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf – Africa’s first elected female 
head of state and a recent Nobel Peace Prize winner – to office. 
In 2011, UNMIL facilitated another round of presidential elec-
tions, providing critical logistical support for the delivery of voter 
registration materials to some of the most remote areas of the 
country. Ultimately, 1.8 million people, representing 89 percent 
of all eligible voters and 49% of women, registered, with Presi-
dent Johnson-Sirleaf winning a second term.  

Haiti
In the wake of the January 2010 earthquake, the UN Stabiliza-
tion Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) has played a critical role in 
the recovery and reconstruction process. Currently, the UN is 
helping to reconstitute government institutions, improve public 
safety, and rebuild infrastructure. 

MINUSTAH provides logistical, technical, and financial support 
to strengthen Haiti’s legal system by modernizing judicial insti-
tutions and improving access to justice.  In 2011, MINUSTAH 
helped professionalize and expand the Haitian National Police 
by training 5,000 new police officers. The UN is also training 
prison officers on ways to address gender based violence, HIV/
AIDS, and human rights.  Since Haiti is a major transfer point 
for the shipment of drugs to the U.S. and Europe, MINUSTAH 
and the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency are training the Haitian 
National Police and Coast Guard on counter-narcotics. In 2011,  
they increased the number of seizures by 24%.

MINUSTAH is helping to rebuild Haiti’s infrastructure, restoring 
400 hectares of forest, repairing 2,000 meters of river banks, 
and over 120,000 meters of road. MINUSTAH supported the 
UN Development Program’s “Cash for Work” program, which 
pays a minimum wage to assist in rubble clearing and other 
reconstruction efforts.  In two years, this program has employed 
nearly 300,000 people, 40% of whom were women, and helped 
clear more than 50% of the debris left by the quake – equivalent 
to  five million cubic meters.  By comparison, it took five years 
to remove 1.3 million cubic meters in Aceh, Indonesia, following 
the 2004 tsunami.  

In a 2006 study, the U.S. Government Accountability Office 
found that the UN peacekeeping force in Haiti was eight times 
less expensive than fielding a comparable U.S. force. As a result, 
the UN’s Haiti mission is not only saving lives, but saving Ameri-
can taxpayer money as well.

Liberia



 The United Nations Association of the United States of America (UNA-USA) is a grassroots organization with 125 chapters and 
12,000 members nationwide devoted to strengthening the U.S. – UN relationship through public education and advocacy.

The Better World Campaign (BWC) works to foster a strong, effective relationship between the United States and the United Na-
tions to promote core American interests and build a more secure, prosperous, and healthy world.

[United Nations] peacekeepers help promote stability and help 
reduce the risks that major U.S. military interventions may be 
required to restore stability in a country or region. Therefore the 
success of these operations is very much in our national interest.

“
”

1800 Massachusetts Avenue, NW  Suite 400, Washington, D.C. 20036
Phone: (202) 462-4900  Fax: (202) 462-2686

www.UNAUSA.org  |  www.BetterWorldCampaign.org

Admiral Mike Mullen
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

www.UnitedInPeacekeeping.org


