
THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

WORKING TO CONTAIN EBOLA

Infectious diseases have no respect for 
borders or boundaries, that’s why the World 
Health Organization is at the forefront of 
combating the unprecedented Ebola virus 
outbreak in West Africa. In early August, 
WHO's Director-General visited Guinea and 
held high-level meetings with the Presidents 
of Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone. During 
this meeting the Director-General and the 
leaders of the three affected nations launched 
a new joint $100 million response plan as part 
of an intensified international, regional and 
national campaign to bring the outbreak 
under control. In addition, following pleas 
from WHO for international assistance in 
containing the outbreak, the World Bank 
announced on August 4 that it would provide 
up to $200 million to help Guinea, Liberia, and 
Sierra Leona fight the disease and cope with 
Ebola’s economic impact. 

In its convening capacity, WHO held an 
emergency meeting this week to determine 
whether travel restrictions should be put into 
place.  Next week, WHO will hold a panel of 
medical ethicists to explore the use of 
experimental medicines. Convening these 
groups is an important and necessary step to 
ensuring an optimal and ethical response to 
the outbreak. 

UNHCR DELIVERING CROSS-BORDER AID

TO SYRIANS

By year’s end the UN will have delivered 
lifesaving humanitarian aid to over 3 million 
internally displaced Syrians and assisted an 
additional 4 million Syrians living as refugees in 
neighboring states. 

After weeks of tough negotiations and despite 
repeated warnings from the Assad regime, the 
UN Security Council unanimously adopted a 
resolution on July 14 authorizing cross-border 
deliveries of humanitarian aid to Syria without 
prior approval from the Syrian government. 

The decision allows UN humanitarian agencies 
and other aid groups to use four opposition-held 
border crossings to deliver aid to previously 
inaccessible civilian populations, potentially 
helping 1.3 million individuals living in rebel-held 
areas. 

In light of heavy coverage focusing on the UN’s response to the
conflict in Gaza, BWC wanted to take a moment to highlight some of
the other hotspots the UN is engaged in across the globe. From
coordinating the international response to the Ebola outbreak to
fighting terrorists in Somalia, the UN is hard at work advancing
American interests globally. Provided below is a brief summary of
the UN’s recent action in areas of great national interest, along with
some relevant polling data.

UN IN HOTSPOTS
THE HEADLINES YOU MIGHT HAVE MISSED



UN PEACEKEEPERS PROTECTING CIVILIANS

IN SOUTH SUDAN

The U.S. has been one of the most vocal 
champions of a free and sovereign South 
Sudan. Three years later, factious infighting 
threatens to topple the world’s newest country 
and the scale of humanitarian operations in 
South Sudan is now the largest in any single 
country. 

THE UNITED NATIONS HELPING STABILIZE

SOMALIA

Somalia is a nation on the edge. Lacking a formal 
resident U.S. embassy, the UN political mission in 
Somalia (UNSOM) is one of the sole organizations 
in-country working to create and galvanize the 
political and strategic environment essential to 
stabilizing the war-torn country. 

Together with the African Union, UNSOM is a 
critical component of international efforts aimed 
at fighting al-Shabaab. On July 24, the African 
Union mission in Somalia (AMISOM) captured a 
strategic al-Shabaab training and planning camp 
60 km from the Kenya-Somalia border. Al-Shabaab
used the now seized site as a drawback position 
from which they launched attacks on AMISOM 
and the Somalia army. AMISOM, which is funded 
largely by a UN logistical support package with the 
United States paying about a quarter and other 
countries paying the remainder, totals over 
22,000 uniformed military and police personnel.

On July 30, the UN envoy in Somalia welcomed an 
agreement stating intent and principles for 
forming a new regional administration in the 
central part of the country. Under the leadership 
of the Somali Federal Government, 
representatives from the region signed a 
document declaring their intention to work 
together towards the establishment of a new 
administration in central Somalia. A key aspect of 
the “Vision 2016” plan, the move helps further 
efforts to formalize Somali federalism.

The UN peacekeeping mission in South Sudan 
(UNMISS) was established to aid the country on 
its road to independence, but now finds itself a 
lynchpin of nominal security and safety. UNMISS 
has opened its bases to civilians fleeing the 
fighting, and UN peacekeepers are currently 
providing refuge to nearly 100,000 South 
Sudanese civilians at ten sites throughout the 
country. UN humanitarian agencies, for their 
part, are providing food aid, shelter, clean water 
and sanitation, medical care, and educational 
support both to individuals who have sought 
shelter in UNMISS bases, and hundreds of 
thousands of others outside of these bases.

How important is it for the U.S. to 
maintain an active role in the UN?*

Important (86%) Not Important (13%)

*April 2014 national survey of 800 registered voters 


