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INTRODUCTION 
In September 2014, UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon hosted the Climate Summit to advance ambi-
tious climate action, focusing on accelerating progress 
in emissions reduction. A major goal of the Summit 
was to restructure the global economy in order to keep 
global temperature rise below 2 degrees Celsius. 

With climate change occurring so rapidly, one-
fourth of Earth’s species could be extinct or highly 
endangered by 2050.

Two months later, President Obama announced a 
substantial pledge of $3 billion to the UNFCCC’s Green 
Climate fund. The money will go towards helping poor 
countries invest in clean energy and cope with rising 
sea levels and extreme weather.

“More resilient communities are less likely to descend into instability or conflict in the after-
math of extreme climate events, needing more costly interventions to restore stability and 
rebuild,” a White House official said. “Building resilience also helps safeguard our investments 
in many areas, including food security, health, education and economic growth.”

Last February, countries met in Geneva to produce negotiating text for a new climate agreement 
to succeed the landmark Kyoto Protocol. Countries who took on targets of reducing emissions 
by 5 percent under the Kyoto Protocol have actually reduced their emissions by over 20 percent.

In November and December of this year, the United Nations Climate Change Conference will 
convene in Paris with the goal of creating a worldwide agreement on climate action.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
Due to the upcoming climate negotiations in Paris, it is crucial that UN supporters across Amer-
ica voice their support this Earth Day for dramatic climate action. Your support could not come 
at a more vital time.

Read on to find out what UNA-USA campus chapters across the nation are doing to 
celebrate Earth Day 2015!
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Hold a GenUN Earth Day digital rally showing 
support for ambitious climate action.
Students can create a noticeable impact at the global level through social media. By utilizing 
Facebook, Twitter, and other digital platforms, you can contact, inform, and mobilize groups of 
advocates to create a digital surge – or “trend” – for a campaign. 

For our step-by-step guide on how to host a digital rally at your school, click here.

In a highly trafficked area on campus, have students answer questions about the importance of 
climate action in 2015. For example, “What would you like to see a new global climate agreement 
accomplish?” or “What environmental issues are most concerning to you?” 

Have them write their answers on posters or whiteboards and pose for a photo with their re-
sponses and the #GenUNEarthDay moniker, tagging @unausa. Post the photos to social media 
and spread the word about your campaign.

Send a message to your elected officials about your climate action efforts by emailing, tagging, 
or tweeting at them about your rally, sharing a link to your photos if possible. Go the extra mile 
to show your support for ambitious climate action by emailing or calling leaders directly about 
your concerns. 

A few helpful tips:

Publicize your rally at least a week in advance of Earth Day. You can do this in-person by 
handing out flyers and posting them to billboards, or online by sharing the event on your 
Facebook page or Twitter profile.

Find a spot on campus that will ensure your table will be highly trafficked.

Get a camera, or a phone with a camera, to document your event. Post shareable Earth Day 
photos of students on social media sites to generate attention for the cause.
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THE EXTRA MILE
Partner with a photography student who can 
take the photos and create an online photo 
album of students. Hand out cards with the link 
to the photo album and have students check 
back for their own shareable Earth Day images. 

http://genun.unausa.org/organize_a_digital_rally
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Petition your school administration for a more 
sustainable campus.
Is there something on your campus that could be done more efficiently?

This Earth Day, show your administrators that students care about climate issues by petitioning 
for change at your school. Really think about what sustainability issues you see on your campus. 
What you’re petitioning for should be specific to your school and should have an attainable goal. 

Are lights left on all night in closed campus buildings? Would more students ride bikes or take 
buses than drive if they had access to more bike racks or bus passes paid for by the universi-
ty? Are recycling bins accessible across campus, or do many recyclables end up in the trash?

Look into petitioning for long-term goals like campus waste reduction. Your school, like UC 
Berkeley and Cornell University, could set a goal to become a low- or no-waste campus in the 
future. Presently, less than half the waste from Cornell’s Ithaca campus becomes landfill, with 
over 70% of the waste from the campus recycled or composted. UC Berkeley has committed to 
reaching a zero waste goal by 2020.

Once you have selected the issue you’d like to address at your school, collect signatures from stu-
dents on campus. Explain why you are petitioning for the issue, noting the need for increased 
sustainability and why it’s so important to have student support for ambitious action taken at 
the UN climate negotiations in Paris this year.

After you have collected student signatures, be ready to present the petition to your campus on 
Earth Day. 

Step-by-Step: 

Select an issue that matters to your campus. Make it as specific as possible – a goal that your 
campus can achieve or can begin working towards.

In a highly trafficked area, collect signatures for your petition. Find a concise, simple way to 
explain what you aim to achieve with your petition and try to capture students’ attention in a 
unique and engaging way.

After collecting signatures, be prepared to present your petition to the school administra-
tion. Be ready to take questions and follow through on further actions.

1

2

3



Earth Day Action Guide

genun.unausa.org

Volunteer to clean up an area near you.
Hands-on volunteer work is always important. Depending on your location, your group could 
participate in beach, creek, or other wildlife area cleanup events, or help to restore natural habi-
tats near you by attending a native planting event and removing invasive species. 

Visit www.volunteer.gov to find volunteer opportunities on public lands in the United States.

SHARE YOUR STORY
Whatever you do for Earth Day, be sure to share your stories, 
photos, and accomplishments with the 
GenUN team!
Contact: 
Monika Johnson, UNA-USA mjohnson@unausa.org

TALKING POINTS 
Use these to spread the word about the importance of the UN’s work to combat global 
climate change and promote sustainability. 

•  Rainforests used to cover 14% of Earth’s land surface. Now, that number is less than 6% and 
experts estimate that, within 40 years, remaining rainforests could be consumed.

• We lose an estimated 137 plant, animal, and insect species every day.

• Each year American factories release more than 3 million tons of toxic chemicals into our land, 
air, and water.

• UN climate negotiations regarding a new worldwide agreement on climate action will occur in 
Paris this year, making 2015 an incredibly important year for students to show their support for 
substantive climate efforts.

• Countries who took on targets of reducing emissions by 5 percent 
under the Kyoto Protocol have actually reduced their emissions by 
over 20 percent.



Earth Day Action Guide

genun.unausa.org

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
For more information on the Paris climate negotiations, visit:
www.cop21paris.org

To learn more about the 2014 Climate Summit, go to:
www.un.org/climatechange/summit

To read the United Nations Fact Sheet on Climate Change, click here:
http://www.unep.org/gc/gc26/factsheet/pdfs/Climate_change.pdf

To find shareable graphics, downloads, and more, visit GenUN’s Energy and Climate page: 
http://genun.unausa.org/energy_and_climate

http://www.cop21paris.org/
http://www.un.org/climatechange/summit/
http://www.unep.org/gc/gc26/factsheet/pdfs/Climate_change.pdf
http://genun.unausa.org/energy_and_climate

