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The last two years have been a 
tremendous experience, having had 
the honour and privilege of serving 
you, and all Calgarians, as The City 
Councillor for Ward 5. This 2019 Ward 
5 Update is meant to serve as a year in 
review for the second year of my term  
to let you know how things are going 

at The City and within our communities. This past year has 
provided many great successes. I would like to thank you for the 
emails, letters, phone calls, conversations and ideas that you have 
shared with my office. Your contributions continue to keep our 
communities thriving.

A few of the items I have championed and worked with you and 
City Administration to move forward include:

	ü Advocating for changes to the Mortgage Stress Test to make housing 
more affordable and attainable for Calgarians and get people back  
to work.

	ü Pushing for a more transparent and equitable budgeting process for 
The City’s four-year business plan and budget.

	ü Ensuring that our communities have adequate park space to serve the 
needs of our residents.

	ü Having much needed bus routes planned and extended to meet the 
needs of our residents.

	ü Continuing to push for the installation of the approved and needed 
outdoor artificial turf field at the Genesis Centre.

	ü Chairing the Foothills Athletic Park Redevelopment Assessment 
Committee to help direct the development of a much-needed multi-
sport fieldhouse in our city.

	ü Increasing community safety by having new traffic lights, crosswalks 
and traffic-calming measures installed.

	ü Reviewing pension plans at The City to ensure sustainability, 
affordability and fairness.

	ü Advocating for clean communities by hosting my second annual  
Ward 5 Community Clean Up with over 600 volunteers participating.

	ü Advocating for the continuation of the Low Income Transit Pass  
and for making transit free for those aged 70+ and under 18.

	ü Continuing to work with City Administration to develop a new 
approach to engagement and communications in ethnically diverse 
areas of the city.

	ü Hosting a highly successful Public Safety & Community Violence 
Townhall with over 200 attendees.

	ü Called for transparency about the finances behind the deal for a new 
Event Centre (Arena)

	ü Opened the new northeast Calgary Skatepark at the Genesis Centre.

	ü Launched the Ward 5 Sports Council to bring together northeast 
Calgary’s diverse sport groups.

	ü Spoke out against Quebec’s controversial Bill 21 with a formal 
Resolution approved by Council.

	ü Took a stand against increased gun violence in Calgary’s northeast by 
demanding a multi-faceted approach.

	ü Advocated for the planned Future Ward 5 Recreational 
Facility and Library to be included as a priority in  
funding decisions.

	ü Continued Chai with Chahal where residents and business 
owners connected with me about things that matter  
to them.

	ü Worked with community leaders to undertake community 
cleanups throughout the ward and in our parks.

At the mid-point of representing you as Councillor,  
I encourage you to get involved in some of the many 
wonderful initiatives going on around Ward 5.  
It is through our community member’s support and 
enthusiastic participation that we make great strides  
and accomplishments for all of us.

Your Voice Matters!

Please stay in touch and reach out to our office  
at ward05@calgary.ca or visit my website  
at GeorgeChahal.ca.

Thank you for an enjoyable year and I wish you and your 
family a Happy New Year!

Sincerely,

George Chahal

Councillor Chahal’s 2018-2019 Committees

Standing Policy Committees
•  Transportation and Transit
•  Utilities and Corporate Services

Standing Specialized Committees
• Intergovernmental Affairs Committee

Other Boards, Commissions and Committees
•  Chair of Inter-Municipal Committee – Rocky View
•  Chair of Foothills Athletic Park Redevelopment 

Assessment Committee
• Chair of Goods Movement Committee
•  Calgary Metropolitan Region Board Advocacy Committee
•  Nominations Committee
•  Canadian Urban Transit Association

Wholly-Owned Subsidiaries
•  Attainable Homes Calgary Corporation
•  Calgary Municipal Land Corporation

Greetings Ward 5
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City Council Updates
A few of the items I have championed 
and worked with you to move  
forward include:

Mortgage Stress Test 
In February, I brought forward a Notice of Motion to Council 
that requested our federal and provincial governments 
eliminate the “mortgage stress test policy” and have a made 
in Alberta solution. This policy has had a negative impact 
on our local economy. It is important we stand united in 
supporting our real estate and construction industries that 
provide many jobs locally and continued opportunities for 
homeownership. The Motion was supported by Council and 
advocacy works to the provincial and federal governments will 
be ongoing until this policy is either amended significantly 
or repealed. The motion was also unanimously passed by the 
Alberta Urban Municipalities Association and Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities. I am proud to have had many other 
municipalities follow our lead and join the fight against this 
stress test policy.

Low Income Transit Pass 
I successfully brought forward a Motion to City Council to 
increase advocacy for the importance of the Low Income 
Transit Pass to the province. I am happy to announce that 
the province has recently announced their support for low 
income transit by funding it in their budget. The Motion also 
asked City Administration to examine the financial impacts 

of eliminating transit user fees for seniors and reducing the 
cost of youth fares. I believe that these types of changes are 
needed to help the youngest and oldest people in our city 
access transit more easily. 

2020 Budget Adjustments 
In November 2019, I was actively involved in the budget 
adjustment discussions. I advocated for a more transparent 
and fair process for residents of Ward 5 and all Calgarians. We 
need to ensure that our essential services are in place while 
also looking for efficiencies and savings by reducing City 
expenditures. At the end of the budget debate, I voted against 
the overall budget that will unfairly increase the tax rate for 
Calgary homeowners and businesses over the next year. 
Businesses and residents both are dealing with hardship and 
we as Council need to find a way to balance the tax burden as 
much as possible. Although I voted against the budget, I was 
in favour of a tax shift that decreased the burden on business 
owners. I fully believe that we should not be increasing 
the burden on taxpayers by increasing property taxes on 
those who are already struggling from the downturn in the 
economy. A more balanced approach to the tax shift should 
be used that does not unfairly penalize homeowners. We need 
to be good fiscal stewards and must make tough decisions 
during tough times by finding more efficiencies and cost 
savings within City Administration first. Further, we should 
also be advocating to the provincial government for tax 
reforms that address the challenges associated with absentee 
multinational REIT and Pension Fund owners of downtown 
office towers.

Resolution Against Quebec’s 
Controversial Bill 21 
I successfully brought forward a Resolution to City 
Council that took a strong stance against Quebec’s 
controversial Bill 21. The Resolution was supported by 
Council unanimously. Passing the Resolution shows City 
Council’s opposition to the Bill and its dedication to 
building a welcoming city where everyone has access 
to opportunity and prosperity. Bill 21 is not about 
secularism, nor does it reflect Canadian values  
of tolerance and generosity. I thank my Council 
colleagues and the many communities that supported 
this Resolution. We are stonger together.
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Goods Movement, Transportation 
and Logistics Hub 
I have been working with other orders of government, the 
Calgary International Airport, and many different businesses 
to support and foster a Transportation and Logistics hub 
within Ward 5. Our collective vision will provide critical pieces 
of infrastructure that will boost jobs and the economy, not 
only in Ward 5 but for the Greater Calgary Area as well. We 
have successfully created the Goods Movement Strategy 
Committee through Council that will steward The City’s Good 
Movement Strategy. The Strategy will focus on things such as 
improving efficiency and congestion through infrastructure 
solutions, enhancing goods movement infrastructure, and 
planning for the ever-changing future. 

New Event Centre (Arena)
The Event Centre (Arena) was approved by City Council in 
July 2019. The $275 million Event Centre deal was originally 
presented to Council at the same time as significant cuts to 
the operational budget were being approved. I voted against 
the proposal as I believe we required more time for due 
diligence to evaluate the details and make sure taxpayers 
got the best deal possible. City Council’s approach to this 
process and decision was a litmus test for fiscal accountability. 
Unfortunately, many of the questions I posed to the 
negotiating team were inadequately answered. I am for an 
Event Centre that makes sense for taxpayers and this deal did 
not.  It’s important that we are transparent with all information 
and the financial analysis, so the public is well informed as we 
are accountable to our residents.

Foothills Athletic Park 
Fieldhouse 
In April, I led the creation of a Subcommittee of Council, 
called the Foothills Athletic Park Redevelopment 
Assessment Committee, to lead and oversee the 
redevelopment of the Foothills Athletic Park including a 
multi-sport fieldhouse. The City of Calgary has identified 
a fieldhouse as the top unfunded recreational priority 
for years and has been in discussions for decades. The 
fieldhouse would also provide economic and social 
benefits by attracting large events; and professional, 
university, varsity and community groups to play, watch 
and learn about sport and recreation. We are working 
with University of Calgary and various community 
stakeholders to ensure that the opportunities for entire 
site, including the potential for the redevelopment of a 
100-acre site, are fully explored and utilized. 

Fiscal Stewardship, 
Accountability and 
Transparency 
I brought forward a Notice of Motion in April 2019 that 
asked for a review of our Public Sector Pension Plans to 
ensure sustainability, affordability and fairness for the 
employer and employees. These need to be the core 
principles of our decision-making moving forward. I 
believe that we must strive to keep improving and focus 
on delivering the best services at the lowest cost. I have 
been persistent in my search for finding more efficiencies 
within City Hall to reflect the realities that ordinary 
Calgarians and business owners are facing. I do not  
want to leave any stone unturned which means asking 
tough questions about topics such as the Public Sector 
Pension Plans.
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City of Calgary

Projects Around the Ward

Transportation and Transit

1  New Transit Routes

2  New Traffic Lights

3  Traffic Calming Installations

4  Metis Trail – COMPLETED

5   Airport Trail

6   Future LRT Extension

7  Blue Line Corridor Interim Uses

Parks and Recreation

8  Saddle Ridge Park Space

9   Genesis Centre Outdoor Artificial Turf Field

10   Portable Washroom Pilot

11   Park Improvements

12  Genesis Centre Skatepark

13  Future Ward 5 Recreational Facility and Athletic Park
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Transportation and Transit
1  New Transit Routes

Route 157 was introduced by Calgary Transit in March to 
service the industrial employment centre of Stoney Industrial. 
The route connects Stoney Industrial to Saddletowne Station 
and was introduced in response to growing demand for transit 
service in this zone and will also support the growth of jobs in 
the Stoney Industrial area.

2  New Traffic Lights
I have worked closely with the community and City 
Administration to get some much needed traffic lights 
installed in our Ward. In 2019, traffic lights were installed at:

• Westwinds Drive & 47th Street N.E.

• Westwinds Drive & Castleridge Boulevard

• Country Hills Boulevard N.E. & 60th Street N.E.

• Skyview Circle & Skyview Ranch Drive N.E.

• Skyview Circle & Skyview Parade N.E.

3  Traffic Calming Installations 
City Administration installed traffic calming curbs at the 
intersection of 80th Avenue N.E. and Saddlefield Drive. The 
curbs will address the westbound speeding on 80th Avenue 
and improve the crossing for pedestrians. I listened and 
worked collaboratively with the residents that have been 
calling 311 and my office to make this a reality.

4  Metis Trail – COMPLETED
A major win for Ward 5! We were able to complete the 
twinning of Metis Trail N.E. from 80th Avenue N.E. to the future 
Airport Trail, from two lanes to four. This improvement reduces 
travel times for people travelling along the corridor.

5  Airport Trail 
Throughout my first two years in office, I worked with City 
Administration and other orders of government to secure 
financial commitments for the extension of Airport Trail. The 
Airport Trail connection will benefit thousands of commuters 
and visitors to our city. It will also provide essential transit 
and goods movement 
connections that will support 
our growing logistics and 
distribution industry around 
Calgary International Airport. 
Interchange construction 
started in Fall 2019 and will 
support about 400 jobs. The 
Airport Trail extension between 
Metis Trail and 60 Street 
NE was officially opened in 
December 2019. My office will 
continue working with City 
Administration to ensure that Airport Trail west of Metis (to 
36th St) moves forward and is opened in a timely manner.  
The entire project is to be completed by spring 2022.  

6   Future LRT Extension
I have been a strong advocate for the extension of the Blue 
Line LRT which is a major infrastructure project we have 
been pushing for in our Ward. Extension of the LRT in the 
northeast will serve some of the fastest growing communities 
in all Calgary. Beyond that, northeast Calgary has some of the 
highest transit ridership numbers in the city and an extension 
of the Blue Line LRT will help improve accessibility for those 
riders. In the interim, I have been advocating for the extension 
of Bus Rapid Transit for our northern communities. This would 
help our new communities to be completed sooner at higher 
densities that would support rapid transit. 

7   Blue Line Corridor Interim Uses
Prior to the Blue Line LRT Extension moving forward, I brought 
forward a Notice of Motion earlier this year to look at the 
interim use of the LRT corridor for a variety of purposes. 
Administration is working on identifying a series of interim 
uses for the LRT corridor that include transit improvements, 
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, and parks that can be 
converted to LRT infrastructure in the long term. 
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Parks and Recreation
8  Saddle Ridge Park Space

I introduced a Motion at Council in February requesting 
additional park space in Saddle Ridge. The motion passed 
and directs Calgary Parks to make sure that existing and 
future park space in a 30-acre area of Saddle Ridge meets our 
community’s needs. This area of Saddle Ridge is expecting 
new development with about 300 homes and 1500 residents. 
To date, there’s no requirement or plan for basic park space for 
these families. This is unacceptable. That’s why I introduced 
this motion – because it’s time for The City to start working 
with our neighbourhoods to include simple public amenities 
such as parks. 

9  Genesis Centre Outdoor Artificial Turf Field
In late 2018, I worked with the Genesis Centre and City 
Administration to bring forward a proposal for an Outdoor 
Artificial Turf Field at the Genesis Centre. In March 2019, we 
were able to secure funding from the Government of Alberta 
to help contribute to the development of the turf field. The 
people of northeast Calgary deserve to have high-quality 
sports fields located close to where they live. It is long past 
time for fair and equitable investment and these basic 
amenities in Calgary’s northeast communities. I am grateful for 
the support given by MLA Irfan Sabir. 

10  Portable Washroom Pilot
I heard from community 
members and we worked 
with Calgary Parks to deliver 
a pilot project for a portable 
washroom in one of our 
parks in Saddle Ridge. The 
park is located just east of 
Saddlemont Boulevard/
Saddlebrook Drive and 
provided great use for our 
residents. I would like to 
thank Calgary Parks for stepping up and delivering this much 
needed service for our community members.

13   Future Ward 5 Recreational Facility  
and Athletic Park

I am continuing to push very hard to prioritize the planning 
and funding of a new Ward 5 recreation facility in Cityscape 
into a high-priority project within the Council budget process 
so we can have commitments to build a new facility in the 
near future. Capital investment and programing for sports 
and recreation are critical to our communities in Ward 5. The 
Genesis Centre is central to Ward 5, but with our population 
growth trends we obviously need to be thinking and planning 
for the future. 

11   Park Improvements
I worked with Calgary Parks to have park benches and 
picnic tables installed for residents to enjoy. These were 
located in parks in the communities of Saddle Ridge, 
Redstone, Taradale, and Skyview. Thank you to Calgary 
Parks and the Community Associations for ensuring our 
residents have a place to sit comfortably during their 
leisure time.

12  Genesis Centre Skatepark
I was honoured to attend the Grand Opening of the 
new northeast Calgary skatepark at the Genesis Centre. 
Thank you to all those involved from the Genesis Centre 
and Ward 5 Community Associations. A special thanks to 
Mayor Nenshi for attending and supporting this initiative. 
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Local School Visits  
It was a pleasure speaking to the students at Manmeet Singh 
Bhullar, Apostles of Jesus, Nelson Mandela & Bishop McNally 
schools about municipal politics and the challenges and 
opportunities I have as City Councillor for Ward 5. They  
were great groups of young individuals with some very 
thoughtful questions. I look forward to working with them  
on future projects!

Creative Youth
I wanted to share a 
personal experience 
I had at City Hall with 
an extremely talented 
young man from our 
Ward, Raonak Khan. 
Raonak attends Nelson 
Mandela High School 
and he has an impressive 
talent for art and drawing. I want to thank Raonak for this 
impressive portrait he created for me. People like Raonak 
inspire me every day to make sure our youth have access to 
the right programs and services so that they reach and fulfill 
their dreams and potential.

Safeguarding our Youth Seminar
I had the honour of being a panelist at a seminar called 

“Safeguarding our Youth” that was organized by Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Jama’at Calgary. This event was about the harmful 
effects of drug use on our youth. This and countless other 
community initiatives are helping raise awareness about 
these important issues related to crime and safety in our 
communities.

Gun Violence
In October, I called for tougher action to curb gun violence 
in Calgary. We need to work together on a multifaceted 
approach. We need to work with responsible gun owners, 
law enforcement agencies and local communities. The issue 
of crime and gun violence is complex and interconnected 
with broader societal issues. We have failed at all levels of 
government. It is time to come together to make a meaningful 
impact on reducing gun violence. I am considering bringing 
forward a Motion to City Council working with the Calgary 
Police Service, and other orders of government to ensure that 
we have the appropriate policies moving forward.

Community Outreach

Public Safety & Community Violence Townhall
There was a great turnout at the Townhall I hosted in 
July 2019 on Public Safety & Community Violence. Thank 
you to all the residents who attended and engaged with 
questions. We must work collaboratively to make our city 
a safer place to live. Also, a big thank you to our panel 
and attendees including CPS Acting Deputy Chief Cliff 
O’Brien, MLA Devinder Toor, Ward 5 & 10 School Board 
Trustee Marilyn Dennis, Minister of Community & Social 
Services Rajan Sawhney, YouthLink Executive Director 
Tara Robinson, Minister of Justice and Solicitor General 
Doug Schweitzer and CPS Deputy Chief Sat Parhar.
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YouthLink Community Safety Presentations
I had the opportunity to join YouthLink as part of the 
official launch of the Community Safety Presentations at 
the YouthLink Calgary Police Interpretive Centre. These 
presentations will help educate and inform residents 
how to keep their families safe in the wake of increasing 
violence in Calgary, how to help young people avoid 
high-risk lifestyles, and how to work together effectively 
as a community. It is important our communities come 
together and work collaboratively to address these issues. 
Education and prevention are key pillars in the approach 
to keep residents safe and to help steer youth away from 
gangs and high-risk lifestyles. 

Ward 5 Community Clean Up
Clean communities begin with community-led action. 
In June, I hosted the second annual Ward 5 Community 
Clean Up. We had over 650 volunteers who cleaned 
up over 50 parks and playgrounds, many business 
plazas and roadways within Ward 5. This would not 
be possible without the hard-working and selfless 
volunteers. We had youth, students, seniors, religious 
groups, community associations, sports teams, local 
residents and many more people participate. We will 
continue our efforts in 2020, but in the meantime, 
if your local parks or neighborhoods need a little 
cleanup, please step up and take responsibility back 
into your own hands. I would like to thank all the 
volunteers who helped clean up and everyone who 
attended the Appreciation BBQ afterwards.

Community Association’s  
Community Clean Ups
The Community Associations of Falconridge/Castleridge, 
Saddle Ridge, Taradale, and Martindale organized their 
annual Community Clean Ups in 2019. I’d like to thank 
the Community Associations and all the volunteers who 
helped clean up their communities. I look forward to 
working with you all again in the future in making Ward 5 
and Calgary a safer and cleaner place to live.
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Genesis Centre Stampede Breakfast
Enjoyed a beautiful morning at the annual Genesis Centre 
Stampede Breakfast. Great to see over 4,000 residents 
enjoying the food, music and dance entertainment. It was 
a pleasure to serve some hot and cold beverages and flip 
some pancakes for our residents. RedFM and host Rishi Nagar 
were live on location and many community businesses were 
sponsoring the event. Thank you to the Calgary Stampede, 
Genesis Centre and all the sponsors, organizers and volunteers 
for making this event a tremendous success.

Calgary Idea Camp: Co-creating  
the Smart City Event
Thank you to The Community Solutions Network for hosting 
the Calgary Idea Camp: Co-creating the Smart City event. I had 
the pleasure of participating and being a guest speaker at the 
event in September. This event brought together professionals 
working in municipalities and Indigenous communities to 
discuss the types of information, research or cases that would 
be useful to advance Smart City initiatives in communities 
across the Prairies. We need to leverage data and technology 
to make life better for Calgarians.

McHappy Day
I had the opportunity to volunteer to support Ronald 
McDonald House Charities on McHappy Day in Ward 5. 
This is a great charity which supports 25,000 families a 
year. My first job was at McDonalds where I learned some 
great life skills.

Ward 5 Community Association Presidents 
Appreciation Dinner
Had the pleasure of hosting an appreciation dinner in 
December for all of the Ward 5 Community Association 
Presidents at Boston Pizza in Saddletowne. It was a great 
evening filled with lots of ideas and good perspectives 
about Ward 5. Thanks to all of the Presidents and their 
members for  your tireless efforts and dedication to 
making our communities great places to live, work  
and play.

Ward 5 Sports Council
I had the pleasure of hosting Ward 5’s first Sports Council 
meeting at the Calgary North Soccer Centre. A huge 
thank you to all the organizations and representatives 
who attended and helped make this event such a success, 
and to Lance Humeniuk for accommodating us at this 
beautiful facility. Also, a big thank you to special guest, 
Olympic medalist, and Sport Calgary President & CEO, 
Catriona Le May Doan for taking the time to speak with 
the group. I look forward to working with our partners in 
advocating for, raising awareness of, and taking concrete 
steps toward improving on the unique sporting and 
recreational needs of Ward 5 communities.



11t  403.268.2430  ward05@calgary.ca w  GeorgeChahal.ca    chahalgeorge

Gender Equality Week Activities
My Council colleagues and I had the privilege to speak with 
our emerging young female leaders and help inspire them 
to become involved in politics and the democratic process 
in the future. This program supports The City of Calgary’s 
recognition of Gender Equality Week (September 23-27) 
and is one of the actions in the Gender Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion Strategy.

City Accountability Community Engagement 
In November we held a Townhall in Falconridge, a Wings 
& Chat in Skyview and Chai with Chahal at the Genesis 
Centre to hear from residents and businesses on what 
they felt are priorities for the City and our Ward before 
budget deliberations. The events were a tremendous 
success and many issues were discussed including speed 
limits, parks, budget, taxes, public safety and much 
more. Thank you to everyone that was able to come out, 
participate and share their ideas and concerns.

Ward 5 Community Food Drive
It was great to be at the Genesis Centre with Santa and 
Mrs. Clause supporting the Ward 5 Community Food 
Drive during December. Thanks to Santa and Mrs. Clause 
and everyone from the community who came to support 
this great initiative. Thank you to the Genesis Centre for 
partnering with us and providing a great environment for 
celebrating the holiday season and supporting the Calgary 
Food Bank. I look forward working with the community 
and partners again next year.

Ismaili Civic Day
Thank you to the Ismaili Muslim Community of Calgary 
for inviting me to participate in Ismaili Civic Day. It was 
great working alongside Parliamentary Secretary of 
Immigration, MLA Muhammad Yaseen and volunteers 
who work on many great initiatives. I was honoured to 
help with sorting clothes and household donations for 
vulnerable women at the Women in Need Society.
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We want to hear from you!
Please visit us at our new website (GeorgeChahal.ca) in the New Year 
and sign up to receive important community updates and events.

In the Community.

Meeting and talking with local residents at the Genesis Centre

Session with Apna Hockey Coach Dampy Brar and young athletes. Visiting Nelson Mandela High School

Supporting one of our great 
community partners, 1000 Voices 

Future leaders of our community from 
Bishop McNally High School

Had the pleasure of attending Fiesta 
Filipino at Olympic Plaza




