
A Message from Your Councillor 

Hello Ward 5!  As a continuation of the Annual 

Ward 5 Update, I’ll be distributing a quarterly 

newsletter to keep you informed on what’s hap-

pening at City Hall, around our neighbourhoods, 

and across Calgary. 

 

Times are tough—COVID-19 has disrupted all 

aspects of our lives, but we will get through it as 

a community. I have provided an information 

sheet in this update. Please contact my office 

with any questions, concerns, or feedback. 

 

In the Community 

Public Safety Task Force 

In February, Council unanimously supported a 

Motion the Mayor and I brought forward to 

create a community-based Public Safety Task 

Force to help address growing concerns about 

violence, including gang activity and illegal gun 

use in Calgary. I am grateful to my Council 

colleagues for their support. 

 

This Task Force is the first step in addressing 

many public safety issues. People from many 

different backgrounds will contribute, including 

citizens, City administration, Calgary Police, 

researchers, community groups, and more. 

 

We must work together as a community to 

reduce and prevent violence by addressing the 

root causes and incorporating various 

perspectives as part of a holistic approach. We 

will make Calgary a safer city, together.    

Goods Movement Strategy 

As Chair of Calgary’s Goods Movement & 

Logistics Advisory Group, I have been involved 

in many initiatives, such as the Cargo Logistics 

Canada Expo (February 5), to promote this 

industry and move it forward.   

 

Goods movement employs many in Ward 5, and 

is a backbone of our society—we cannot survive 

without an effective system. This is especially 

obvious during the COVID-19 pandemic, as 

demand shocks have affected the supply chain. 

An innovative Goods Movement Strategy will 

determine what transportation infrastructure 

improvements need to be made to help Calgary 

thrive over the next 30 years.  

George at a press conference discussing gun violence. 

George at  Bison Transport. 
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President’s Meeting 

I attended Ward 5 & 10 President’s meeting at 

the Bait’un Nur Mosque with Councillor Ray 

Jones, Mayor Naheed Nenshi, Federal MPs Jasraj 

Hallan and Jag Sahota, Provincial MLAs Irfan 

Sabir and Devinder Toor, and many others on 

January 15. A special thanks to Naeem Chaudry 

and the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community for host-

ing the event. I’m excited to continue this great 

conversation around the future of NE Calgary! 

India Trip with University of Calgary 

I was honoured to visit India with the University 

of Calgary’s Ed McCauley, Mount Royal Universi-

ty’s Dr. Tim Rahilly, and Mayor Nenshi to build 

new partnerships with local universities and at-

tract investment and bright minds to Calgary. 

Topics of discussion included bilateral trade, ed-

ucation, innovation & technology, tourism, and 

much more. We look forward to continuing 

these conversations and strengthening our rela-

tionships with Indian educational institutions.   

Refugee and Newcomer  

Women’s Conference 2020 

I was on the Leadership Panel at the Conference 

2020 - Refugee and Newcomer Women’s Emo-

tional Un-wellness as Barrier to Economic Inte-

gration on January 29-30. It was a great discus-

sions about the pressing issues newcomer wom-

en face as they settle into Canada. Thank you to 

special guests Ministers Jason Copping, Leela 

Aheer and Jason Luan for attending. 

Alberta Filipino Leadership Conference 

I attended the 2020 Alberta Filipino Leadership 

Conference, hosted by the Philippine Festival 

Council of Alberta. Presentations by committee 

members Marichu Antonio and Cesar Cala were 

informative and inspiring. I was happy to see 

members of the Alberta legislature supporting 

this community initiative. I’m excited to contin-

ue engaging with the Filipino community, which 

is one of the fastest growing ethno-cultural 

communities in Alberta and Canada.  

Officials at the Ward 5 & 10 President’s Meeting. 

George at the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi. 

George and panelists discuss economic integration.  

George with presenters and participants at the AFLC.  



AMYA Calgary Sports Rally 

During the Christmas holidays, I had the pleas-

ure of participating in the AMYA Calgary Sports 

Rally with our local youth and community mem-

bers.  

Mentoring youth and providing a safe environ-

ment for them to be active with their peers are 

important steps towards preventing violence 

and building healthy communities. I hope to 

empower organizations like AMYA through our 

work in the Public Safety Task Force  

Chinese New Year Gala 

I attended the 51st Chinese New Year Gala & 

Fundraiser on February 28, hosted by the Sien 

Lok Society.  

The name “Sien Lok” was taken from the prov-

erb “wai sien gee lok” (to be charitable gives 

one of the greatest happiness). It was chosen to 

display the core values of the Society’s mem-

bers.  

It was an honor to be in attendance with Mad-

ame Lu Xu, the Consulate General of the Peo-

ples Republic of China in Calgary and other es-

teemed guests.  

Family Skate Day in Martindale 

It was a pleasure joining residents for the Fami-

ly Skate Day in Martindale! What a great day of 

outdoor activity and community building. Thank 

you to the Martindale Community Association 

for hosting this wonderful and successful event. 

Ward 5 School Councils 

Met with Ward 5 School Councils to have an in-

formative talk about public and traffic safety 

around our schools. Thank you to all who were 

able to come out and share your concerns—

engagements such as these provide valuable 

insight to all participants. We will continue 

working to ensure our children are safe.  

Team Chahal after a basketball game on Dec. 29, 

George with Madame Lu Xu, Consulate General. 

Martindale Family Skate Day on February 15. 

Speaking with community stakeholders, February 18.  

Infrastructure Update 

Another huge win for Ward 5! New traffic signals 

were recently activated at 88 Ave NE & 60 St 

NE. This has been a problematic intersection for 

a long time and your support and advocacy 

helped get this project completed! This will in-

crease safety and traffic flows in the area. 

Thank you everyone. 



COVID-19 (Coronavirus disease) Information 

COVID-19 is a new disease that has spread around the world.  Many people who con-

tract COVID-19 become seriously ill and develop difficulty breathing.    

To protect ourselves and our community, we must follow directions provided all levels 

of government, including Alberta Health Services (AHS) and Calgary Emergency Man-

agement Agency (CEMA). Here are some steps we must take to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19: 

 

 

1. Practice diligent hygiene 

• Wash your hands often and thoroughly 

• Clean and disinfect surfaces that are frequently touched  

2. Limit the number of people you come in contact with 

• Stay at home as much as possible 

• Stay 2 metres  from others when in public, also known as physical distancing 

3. Stay at home if you feel unwell 

• If you have any symptoms of COVID-19, you MUST self-isolate—stay at home! 

• Call you doctor or Healthlink 811—they will be advise you on how you must proceed 

• If you need urgent medical care, call 911 and inform them you may have COVID-19 

4. Stay informed 

• The City of Calgary and Government of Alberta provide daily updates, as does the 

Prime Minister 

 

 

Each of us must do our part to slow the spread of this disease. The months ahead will 

be difficult. All levels of government will be providing support—here are some informa-

tive websites: 
 

Translated COVID-19 info: https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-feature/coronavirus-

disease-covid-19 

City of Calgary: https://www.calgary.ca/CSPS/cema/Pages/Response-to-

Coronavirus.aspx 

Government of Alberta: https://www.alberta.ca/coronavirus-info-for-albertans.aspx 

Government of Canada: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/

coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html 

https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-feature/coronavirus-disease-covid-19
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-feature/coronavirus-disease-covid-19
https://www.calgary.ca/CSPS/cema/Pages/Response-to-Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.calgary.ca/CSPS/cema/Pages/Response-to-Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/coronavirus-info-for-albertans.aspx
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html


These are some of the financial 

supports offered by each level of 

government. Click the links for 

additional information. 

 

Mortgage support 

Most major banks are offering mortgage 

deferral. Please visit your bank’s website 

for more information if you require a 

deferral on your mortgage.  

 

Student loans repayment deferrals 

Alberta  and Canada Student Loan 

repayments will be paused for 6 months, 

beginning March 30, 2020. No 

application is required 

 

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA  
 

Canada Emergency Response Benefit 

(CERB)  

This will provide a taxable benefit of 

$2,000 a month for up to 4 months to 

workers who qualify.  

The Canada Emergency Response Benefit 

is accessible through a secure web portal 

(click here). Applicants will also be able 

to apply via an automated telephone line 

or via a toll-free number. 

 

Employment Insurance (EI) 

EI sickness benefits provide up to 15 

weeks of income replacement for those 

unable to work for medical reasons. 

Regular benefits are still available for 

those who were employed in insurable 

employment and have lost their jobs due 

to COVID-19.  

 

GST Credit Increase 

This will provide low- and modest-income 

Canadians with a one-time special 

payment in May of up to $400 for single 

people and $600 for couples.  

 

Registered Retirement Income Funds 

There will be a reduction to the required 

minimum withdrawals from Registered 

Retirement Income Funds (RRIFs) by 

25% for 2020. 

 

Extra time to file income tax 

The filing due date for 2019 income tax 

returns for individuals has been deferred 

until June 1, 2020. Any new income tax 

balances due, or instalments, are also 

being deferred until after August 31, 

2020 without incurring interest or 

penalties. However, if you expect to 

receive the Canada Child Benefit or the 

GST credit, you are advised to not delay 

filing.  

 

GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA 
 

Utility Deferrals  

Residential customers can defer 

electricity and natural gas bill payments 

for the next 90 days to ensure no one 

will be cut off, regardless of the service 

provider. Call your utility provider 

directly to make arrangements. 

 

CITY OF CALGARY  
 

Property Tax Deferrals 

Council approved extending the tax 

payment deadline on the 2020 property 

tax levy from June 30 to September 30 

without late payment penalties. This 

provides property owners additional 

flexibility during these difficult times.  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY COVID-19 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan/covid19-individuals.html#new_canada_emergency_response_benefit
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/cerb-application.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/ei-sickness/qualify.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/ei-regular-benefit/eligibility.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan/covid19-individuals.html#increased_goods_services_tax_credit
https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-supports-for-albertans.aspx
https://www.calgary.ca/CSPS/cema/Pages/Response-to-Coronavirus.aspx


 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY COVID-19 

Utility Payment Deferrals 

Water, waste and recycling customers 

will have the option to defer payments of 

their utility bill for three months with no 

penalties or interest. Options include  

payment deferral for three months, 

payment plans to spread what you pay 

over the month, and extended payment 

dates so you can pay later in the month.  

 

SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORTS 

The Canadian Federation of Independent 

Business has put together a 

comprehensive website with the latest 

information about  government 

announcements and available support  

relevant to small businesses. Here is 

their website: https://www.cfib-fcei.ca/

en/small-business-resources-dealing-

covid-19 

 

________________________________ 

 

The information provided is current as of 

April 12, 2020. Follow my social media 

pages for the latest updates, and 

continually consult the government links 

provided—they will be updated regularly.  
 

Please email my office at 

ward05@calgary.ca with any other 

questions or concerns, and I will do my 

best to assist.  

 

Stay safe, and stay home. We’re in this 

together, as a ward and a community, 

and we will make it through this.  

Sincerely, 

Councillor George Chahal 


