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Wow, big headline, big scandal? 
Do we need to be thinking about a recall?

Did you know the new information 
technology guy pulls down more than 
the mayor, more than the police commis-
sioner, more than the state’s attorney?

Maybe you did know. Maybe you’ve 
noticed the importance of computers and 
systems designed with 2017 in mind and 
not 1990, which is what we have now at 
City Hall and associated public entities.

The real scandal here, then, would be 
hiring some bargain basement geek. 

Mayor Catherine Pugh should be con-
gratulated for accepting the criticism she 
feared and was sure to get for recognizing 
that the city needs talent in this job. 

She hesitated for some time resisting 
advisers who worry that the city cannot 
serve the taxpayers if it cannot depend 
on its  computers. In fact, she’s gotten 
mostly the equivalent of, “You go, girl.”

We are told that a billion-dollar-a-year 
business or government cannot get the 
best from its departments and workforce 
without a functioning computer system.

And if the systems and the talent to 
run them are available, why don’t we 
have them?

In a world where technology revolu-
tions come along constantly, Baltimore’s 
system bumbles along on four-decade old 
equipment.  

I’m guessing you get what you pay 
for, in IT as elsewhere. Do I remember 
correctly that the state looked for a  
bargain with its Obamacare rollout 
and paid the price?

The new IT person
Frank Johnson, the new man, comes 

to us after a long career at Intel, a pretty 
good company. He claims to have done 

what the city wants for hundreds of 
companies.

The city, with all its other woes, can’t 
afford a computer system that deserves 
the name “system.” The mayor predictably 
says the new man and his work will save 
the city money. Many would be happy if 
it simply made the city operate efficiently.

Critics already suggest Baltimore can’t 
help itself -- and running with sub-par com-
puters would add weight to their claims.   

Comptroller Joan Pratt seems to have 
the right take on this situation. She told 
The Sun she has confidence Johnson will 
be held accountable.

Council President Bernard C. “Jack” 
Young had no criticism. A spokesman said 
his boss is aware that talent doesn’t come 
cheap.

The city already pays premium salaries 
for work it knows residents want: schools 
that strive to produce students who qualify 
for good jobs or even higher education; a 
tourism boss who can help keep the hotels 
and the convention center full.

So, in these cases we see what the city 
is paying. Apart and aside from the new 
man’s salary, what are we actually get-
ting for the IT man?

What’s involved
 What is information anyway?  
 An article in Harvard Business Review 

referred to information technology as con-

sisting of three basic parts: computational 
data processing, decision support, and 
business software.

 To what end, though? Maybe that 
varies from business to business.

IT departments are said to have re-
sponsibility in areas like computer tech 
support, computer networks, database 
administration, business software de-
ployment and information security.

The term has come to include soft-
ware development, system architec-
ture and project management.   

So get ready for stories about new 
equipment purchases. 

Processing huge amounts of data to 
produce useful business intelligence 
requires large amounts of processing 
power, sophisticated software, and 
human analytic skills.

An online description of IT says 
teamwork and communication skills 
have also become essential in most 
businesses to manage the complexity 
of IT systems. Many IT professionals 
are responsible for providing services 
to business users who are not trained in 
computer networking or other informa-
tion technologies but who are instead in-
terested in simply using IT as a tool to get 
their work done efficiently.

 Really?  What a relief.  
 “I need somebody that’s a visionary, 

someone who understands the future is 
technology,” Pugh said in July, according 
to The Sun.

 She will also need someone who can 
translate IT into English.

C. Fraser Smith is a writer and former 
newspaperman in Baltimore. His column 
appears Fridays in The Daily Record.  
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City IT boss gets big bucks? Hooray!

In an episode of the original “Star 
Trek” series, Captain Kirk and crew find a 
planet that parallels Earth, except that this 
world was devastated in its 20th Century 
by a bacteriological war in which Chinese 
communists drove American forces into 
hiding. The primitive descendants of the 
two factions -- the Yangs (Yankees) and 
the Cohms (Communists) -- continue to 
make war on one another.

Kirk discovers that the Yangs preserve 
the Constitution of the United States as 
a holy relic and allow only their chiefs to 
look upon it. Kirk shocks them by declar-
ing, “This was not written for chiefs.”

The Constitution, he tells them, “was 
not written for the chiefs, or the kings, or 
the warriors, or the rich, or the power-
ful, but for all the people.” Including the 
Cohms.

The words of this most revered doc-
ument, Kirk proclaims, “must apply to 
everyone, or they mean nothing.”As 
Americans on this Earth mark the 230th 
anniversary of the Constitution, it would 
seem that our chiefs could stand such a 
reminder.

Disastrous rulings
The promise of equal protection under 

law rings hollow as elected officials do the 
bidding of the wealthy individuals, corpo-
rations and industry groups that fill their 
campaign coffers. The U.S. Supreme Court 
has, in a series of catastrophic rulings, 
rendered Congress and the states virtually 
powerless to regulate the flow of money 
poisoning our system of government, giv-
ing moneyed interests undue influence to 
the detriment of most citizens. 

Scholars from Princeton and North-
western universities studying 20 years 
worth of data have determined  that the 
likelihood of a given policy becoming 
law has little to do with its popularity 
among voters and has everything to do 
with whether that policy is supported by 
high-income households and industry lob-

bying groups. This state of affairs is rapidly 
growing worse under the high court’s log-
ically contorted assertion that regulating 
campaign finance is somehow an impinge-
ment on First Amendment rights.

We the People are far from powerless, 
but we can only correct this injustice -- 
which forms the root of many injustices, 
including gerrymandering, mass incarcera-
tion and environmental degradation -- with 
a constitutional amendment that reserves  
constitutional rights to human beings (and 
excludes artificial entities such as corpora-
tions) and affirms the ability of Congress 
and the states to regulate the raising and 
spending of money for political purposes.

In Congress and in state legislatures 
across the nation, activists are pursuing 
this 28th Amendment. But with powerful 
forces with vast resources aligned against 
us, we need many more Americans to be-
come involved, especially those who have 
otherwise shied away from political activ-
ity.

Poll after poll has determined that a 
strong majority of Americans -- anywhere 
from 70 to 85 percent -- regardless of politi-
cal philosophy, believe that money has too 
much influence on how we are governed. 
The realization is there. What’s needed 
is more mobilization.

How to amend
Here in Maryland, a growing band of 

volunteers has been making strides to-
ward the 28th Amendment, working at the 
state level to employ a little-known (and 
often misunderstood) provision of Article 
V of the U.S. Constitution. Article V spells 

out the two avenues through which the 
Constitution can be amended. One way, 
of course, is that Congress proposes an 
amendment, which then goes to all the 
state legislatures. If three-fourths of them 
approve, the amendment is ratified.

Article V also establishes another path: 
a convention of the states that drafts and 
proposes an amendment. Should two-
thirds of the states (currently 34) call for 
such a gathering to address a specific 
issue, Congress must convene it. An 
amendment proposed by this convention 
must likewise win approval from three-
fourths of the state legislatures (38) to be 
ratified.

An amendment convention has never 
actually occurred, but it is worth noting 
that Congress has proposed amendments 
that ultimately were ratified -- including 
the one that repealed Prohibition -- be-
cause of pressure applied by citizen 
movements pursuing conventions. One 
such movement came within one state of 
triggering a convention before Congress 
proposed the 17th Amendment, which re-
quired U.S. senators be elected directly by 
voters of their respective states, instead of 
being appointed by state legislatures.

Get Money Out--Maryland (getmon-
eyoutmd.org) has been working to add our 
state to the five that have already called for 
an amendment convention aimed at af-
firming the power of our individual votes 
and eradicating the “corporations are peo-
ple, money equals speech” doctrine. Our 
all-volunteer organization has, through 
lots of shoe-leather politics, built support 
within the General Assembly, and we have 
high hopes of finally winning approval of 
the Democracy Amendment Resolution in 
the 2018 session. If Congress cannot -- or 
will not -- take up the task, it’s up to We 
the People to rescue American democracy 
from those who have seized it for personal 
gain.
Doug Miller serves on the board of Get 
Money Out--Maryland.

It’s time for the 28th Amendment


