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Position: Favorable with Amendments   
 

Four years ago the Supreme Court ruling in Citizens United embraced the judicial fiction of "corporate 

personhood" and opened the floodgates to unlimited corporate spending in elections without 

accountability. The dire consequences – a torrent of dark money in elections, record false and negative 

political ads, more regressive and dysfunctional legislatures, and new assaults on families and voting 

rights -- now threaten our very democracy. 

 

There is broad consensus that Maryland should be a leader in addressing this terrible decision. We must 

amend the Constitution to overturn the Citizens United and McCutcheon decisions; allow Congress and 

the states to fully regulate election contributions and spending; and reserve constitutional rights to natural 

persons, not artificial entities like corporations.  

 

However, we now understand that there is significant disagreement on the best mechanism for ensuring 

that amendment. SJ 2 proposes an Article V Convention. This approach has drawn considerable concern 

from experts across the county, including Supreme Court Justices, who do not believe a Convention can 

be constrained. These experts agree that a Convention could open a Pandora’s Box. While we 

aggressively support national action on this issue, recent legal thinking in the press (attached) and from 

our national allies does concern us that ultimately, the results could do more harm to our political process 

than the issues we are seeking to address. 

 

As Fred Wertheimer stated in the Baltimore Sun article immediately after the Senate vote, “The call of a 

convention would place all of the constitutional rights of individuals up for grabs: protections for civil 

rights, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, voting, privacy and many others.  Also up for grabs would 

be the role of the courts in protecting the rights of individuals and minority interests.” 

 

We understand that the call for a convention is driven by the extreme frustration that five years after 

Citizens United nothing has been done at the national level to fix this tremendous problem. We applaud 

the organizing work that Get Money Out Maryland has done in the state to highlight the problems of 

money in politics. While we differ on the best route to achieve change, the shared goal is to pressure 

Congress to act. Let’s take the first, and safest, step this year, and officially call on Congress to take 

action. Maryland has sent a letter to Congress but has not yet joined other states in officially calling for a 

Constitutional Amendment.   

 

Given the firestorm of controversy around this legislation, and the deep-seated concerns around an Article 

V convention, we believe that SJ 2 should be amended to pass in a manner that recognizes the problem of 

money in politics – without opening the door to the unknown around a convention. For those reasons we 

support the legislation favorable only with amendments, as discussed above. 


