
            
           

March 30, 2015 
 
The Honorable Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr. 
President of the Senate 
State House H-107 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
Dear President Miller, 
 
We are writing to ask that you support expeditious action on SJ 2 – United States Constitution – 
Amendments Convention – Democracy Amendment. Our beloved nation is on a dangerous 
course as evidenced by rancor and gridlock in Congress and historically low voter participation. 
The U. S. Supreme Court is blind to the plight of working citizens; thus amending the 
Constitution is necessary. 
 
In Citizens United v. FEC (2010) the court overturned 100 years of jurisprudence and equated 
spending money with free speech. In doing so, they elevated corporate rights and devalued the 
people’s unalienable right of self-government. They then refused to listen to arguments of the 
state of Montana in American Tradition Partnership v. Bullock (2012), summarily striking 
Montana’s campaign finance laws. Montana voters affirmed their support for amending the 
Constitution in November of 2012 by a margin of 3-1. Last April, the court struck down 
aggregate contribution limits in McCutcheon v. FEC, thus eliminating key provisions of Maryland 
law. In Shelby v. Holder (2013) the Court manifested its indifference to attempts to limit voting 
– many of which have their roots in partisanship and racism.  
 
Since the decision in Citizens United, we have seen “dark money” rise from $99 million in the 
2008 federal election cycle to $622 million in 2012. In 2014, $113 million was spent in the North 
Carolina Senate race. Yes, $113 million for one seat in the U. S. Senate, of which over $80 
million came through so-called “independent” groups. 
 
Members of Congress spend five hours a day on fundraising, and the economic and political 
rights of working people and minorities continue to plummet. Even when the economy grows, 
workers’ pay drops. Even if Congress could pass campaign finance reform or strengthen the 
Voting Rights Act, the new laws might be struck. 
 
On the other hand, we note that Vermont Senator Patrick Leahy, cited Vermont’s Article V 
application when holding hearings back in June, 2014, on S. J. Res. 19, which would overturn 
aspects of the Citizens United case. Historically, applications from the states have prompted 
Congress to propose several of the amendments. For example, Amendment XVII, which 



 


