ADVOCACY AND SOLIDARITY UPDATE

Addressing Immigration & border
Theological Gathering in Mexico City

United in Seeking Greater Understanding
Participants from throughout the Continent joined together
to share and discuss theological insights, historical
antecedents and active ways to address understand and
address migration.

Connecting
Student Movements

Due to the amazing support of organizations and partners, we were able to
support 14 delegates from the United States and Canada to participate in an
Ecumenical Gathering focused on Immigration and border in Mexico City.
The gathering successfully brought together 70 participants from 13
countries throughout the Americas representing the full diversity of the
continent both theologically and geographically. This gathering provided an
open space for Young Theologians, University Students, and religions leaders
to reflect collectively on migration and its intersectionality with race, gender,
sociological, political and theological frameworks. One of the major
takeaways from the gathering was not only to continue the conversations but
also to move to greater activity in their churches, universities and
communities.
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One very special
aspect of the event
was a gathering of
current students and
Senior Friends from
WSCF in Latin
America. Common
ground was forged for
greater dialog and
interaction in the
future
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Expanding
Understanding
through Dialog
Emerging Leaders discussed issues of
immigration with a focus on Faith and
the Gospel.
Of the participants several were invited to also
share with the entire gathering. The reflection
of Esther Townshend (Student Christian
Movement Member from Toronto, Canada) is
on the following page. Participants also had
the opportunity to:

• Learn firsthand about international

economic and legal policies that have led to
high rates of both internal and external
migration throughout the Americas.

• Participate in discussion focused on the

Speakers shared directly about economic and
social situation is several countries that have
led to large numbers of migrants including
Colombia, Venezuela, Honduras, Cuba and
San Salvador.

Biblical and theological framework of
receiving one’s neighbors.
• Reflections on the role of the church to

assist in individuals in need through the
Sanctuary movement.

MIGRATORY THEOLOGY GATHERING AT A GLANCE
Though the conference ended on the 26th of October the impacts of
the gathering are still being measured and outcomes are still being
produced. Through your support:
• 14 Leaders from United States and Canada are more informed and

trained to lead discussions and be change agents in the church
and their communities of faith in issues related to both
immigration and the border.

• Participants are beginning to host workshops and meetings in their

churches to increase dialog and understanding around issues of
migration and faith.

• Also, as a part of their commitment, the participants are writing

reflections on the experiences from the gathering and their plans moving forward as a result of the
event.
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Sowing Sanctuary: A Reflection
on the Ecumenical Gathering on
Migratory Theology
Esther Townshend
I had the wonderful opportunity to
participate in a delegation from the World Student
Christian Federation to the Ecumenical Gathering
on Migratory Theology, a conference organized by
the Fraternidad Teológica Latinoamericana in
Mexico City. As so often happens, the journey
began before I left home. The Sunday before I left
for Mexico, I worshiped at a United Church in
Toronto, where the congregation was invited to
contribute leaves to a beautifully crafted ‘gratitude
tree’ at the front of the sanctuary. Many of the
messages on the leaves touched on common
themes: gratitude for family, friends, health,
community… and on at least one leaf, gratitude
for “being born in Canada.” I found myself
unsettled. Is gratitude really a fitting response to
the unearned privilege of being born in a wealthy
country?

We consider ourselves responsible to one,
and not the other. At the same time, we accept
little responsibility for the actions of our mining
companies and other multinational corporations,
and the ways in which they contribute to situations
that force people from their homes.

The same day I first read about the caravan
of thousands of migrants fleeing violence in
Honduras, who had just crossed into Mexico. By
now, I have seen debates among my Facebook
friends about whether to describe the people on
this journey as migrants, refugees, or asylum
seekers. Interestingly, these debates have only
involved my friends in Canada and the US. At the
ecumenical gathering, not one of the several
dozen speakers made distinctions between
migrants and refugees. Many discussed the
complexity of the social and political forces
driving migration: wealth disparity, political
instability, gang violence, gender-based violence,
environmental degradation, racism, and the
intersections of all of these. Yet here in Canada we
presume to separate refugees – those whose lives
are in imminent danger in their home countries –
from immigrants who leave home for ‘economic’
reasons.

I certainly learned some new things about
political realities at the gathering; but it was, first
of all, a theological conference. So what is
migratory theology? My understanding, filtered
through a language barrier and differences in
cultural paradigms, is inevitably limited. Yet the
biblical themes and images raised over and over
were familiar ones: the imperative of hospitality to
the stranger; the Beatitudes; Christ’s judgement,
“as you did it to one of the least of these… you did
it to me.” In the end, it is the juxtaposition of two
biblical images that stays with me, two weeks after
my return home. As presenter Alexis Rosim Millán
put it: Will we be like the rich young man who
turns away from Jesus’ call to leave behind his
wealth and follow? Or will we be sowers – sowers
of hope? In the past century, churches have
fostered movements for labour rights, universal
education and healthcare, civil rights, and
disarmament. Will we continue to nurture a
growing sanctuary movement?
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“As Christian communities rooted in Jesus
teaching of love, sacrifice that
brings forgiveness, solidarity, renunciation of
oppressive power, and the acceptance
of others, our first step should be to not only
open the physical borders of our societies
to those in need, but most importantly to
bring down the walls of our exclusion that
often remains in our theological
perspectives.”
Sebastian Maldonado

“We all have the opportunity to bring the gospel
to our communities and show them that it is more
than just emotional uplift. Hard work has to be
done. We might not have a huge solid plan yet
and maybe the same plan won’t work for
everyone, but we have motivation and hope. I
have to think, especially in the context of a USborn and white citizen, that if migrants can go
through hell and back just to get a taste of a
dream of working hard and providing for their
families, then I can go through the work to start
figuring out how to make a difference.”
Courtney Nova

Gracias! Thank you
I would like to thank you for believing in our advocacy work and our commitment to
training the Next Generation of Ecumenical Leaders. Your support helped to make the
gathering in Mexico a reality. I plan on continuing these efforts and hope to remain in
touch.

Yenny Delgado
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