
 

 
 

Activity Report - Saturday 6 April 2019 

Memorial Service-Ngangu, Roman Catholic Church 

 

 
Supported by the local community and church leaders from different denominations, a memorial 

service was conducted at the St. John Roman Catholic Church in Ngangu, Chimanimani, Zimbabwe. 

The event was organized by churches in the area. It was attended by a member of Parliament for 

Chimanimani, traditional leaders (Chief Ngorima Chief Surombe), church leaders, representatives of 

government departments, several non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and representatives of the 

Local Ecumenical Fellowship. The Anglican bishop of Harare Rt. Rev. Dr Farai Mutamiri also attended 

the service, in the company of three priests, Rev. Mashinga, Rev Madzime and Canon Gwese. 

 
So far the government, though the Provincial Administrator’s office, have been coordinating support 

for the victims though food aid, and provision of health services and other necessities. Statistics 

mentioned in the meeting indicated that the cyclone has left the community traumatized, 139 people 

have been reported dead with more than 200 are missing, and some lost valuable properties.  

 



The member of Parliament went to on to acknowledge the work of the church within the community. 

Several cases of people who went to seek shelter at homes of the ministers -  for instance, one Anglican 

minister housed and facilitated the feeding of more than 120 people who were homeless and without 

food. 

Currently the church leaders have organized daily Morning Prayer sessions to pray for the community 

and spiritual growth of survivors. One traditional chief expressed thanks for all who supported the 

memorial by their attendance and underlined the role of the church in disaster response. His was an 

encouragement for the church to continuously support the community and to be alert in responding 

to any threats that affect society. 

 

 



 

 

 

Continuous damage Assessment 

On the way into Ngangu, the reach and extent of 

infrastructural damage was captured and documented as 

evidence to inform the overall perception of the damage 

induced by the destructive Idai. On route to Skyline the ZCC 

team was compelled to take a detour owing to a 30 ton truck 

which turned over and blocked the route from Ngangu to 

Skyline. An alternate 30km route was the option which was 

then adopted and this was an opportunity to determine the 

infrastructural damage that was a result of the capillary action 

of landslides. The pavement  was severely scarred and 

demonstrated serious integrity compromise.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Rusitu Second Consignment Disbursement 

On the same day, Dzingiri of the Rusitu area, a lay minister under the Anglican Church, was on 

the receiving end of a part of a second consignment of food and clothes aid, again from the Anglican 

Church contribution. The meeting also sought to establish the extent of existing leadership of the 

local authority within the Rusitu area. They established that there is a record of 78 missing people 

from only from one church, hence general grief and despondency.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


