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Foreword

This report is a presentation of an Ecumenical Service organized by the Uganda 
Joint Christian Council (UJCC) and All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) 
to pray for South Sudan. It was held at St. Pauls’ Cathedral, Namirembe, in 

Kampala Uganda, on Sunday 7th July 2019 under the theme “…I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you, not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future”. (Jeremiah 29:11).

We express our deep gratitude to all whose contributions and efforts made it 
possible to have a successful day of prayer, where prayers were offered for peace in 
South Sudan and the resolution of conflict in that country, so that South Sudanese 
refugees in Uganda and other parts of the world could return to their home country. 

We appreciate in a special way all those who participated in this service. Special 
thanks go to His Grace, The Most Rev John Baptist Odama, the Archbishop of Gulu, 
who delivered the sermon at the service, The Most Rev. Dr.  Cyprian Lwanga, the 
Archbishop of Kampala and chair of UJCC for his presence and the message of 
solidarity he gave on behalf of UJCC, The Most Rev. Stanley Ntagali, the Archbishop 
of the Church of Uganda, who was unable to be physically present, sent a message 
which was read during the service by the Rev. Can. Capt. William Ongeng, the 
Provincial Secretary of Church of Uganda; and all those who brought messages of 
solidarity during the service, namely H.E Simon Duku Micheal, the Ambassador of 
South Sudan to Uganda, Mr. Samuel Muiri Wangalwa, Executive Director InterAid 
Uganda and Mr. James Foster, Country Director International Justice Mission. Other 
messages which were read during the service came from the All Africa Conference 
of Churches signed by Rev. Dr. Fidon Mwombeki, AACC General Secretary and the 
South Sudan Council of Churches (SSCC) signed by Rt. Rev. Moderator Peter Gai 
Lual, Chairman SSCC and Fr. James Oyet Latansio, General Secretary SSCC, Mr. 
Legesse Nigussu, then of the World Council of Churches, telephoned to pass on the 
message of best wishes and prayers for peace in South Sudan. The government of 
Uganda was represented by Hon Fr. Simon Lokodo, Minister of State for Ethics and 
Integrity in the Office of the President, accompanied by Rev. Can. Aaron Mwesigye 
the director of Religious Affairs in the Directorate of Ethics and Integrity.   We thank 
the Guest of Honour, the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister of Uganda, represented at the 
service by Hon. Betty Kamya, the Minister of Kampala Capital City and Metropolitan 
Affairs , who brought a message of hope and solidarity from government.

Our gratitude goes to the Bank of Uganda, Centenary Bank and Crown Bottlers 
Company who made financial and material contributions towards the success of 
the Ecumenical Service. Accept our sincere thanks.

With thanks.

RT. REV. ARCH. CONSTANTINE 
MBONABINGI

Executive Secretary 
UJCC

RT. REV. YONA M. KATONEENE
AACC Ecumenical Accompanier 

For South Sudan based in Uganda
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1.0 OVERVIEW OF THE ECUMENICAL SERVICE

On Saturday 1st June 2019, the UJCC General Assembly sitting at Pope Paul VI 
Memorial Hotel, following a presentation on the situation of the South Sudanese 
refugees in Uganda, by Bishop Emeritus Yona Katoneene, the AACC Ecumenical 
Accompanier for South Sudan based in Uganda, the Assembly resolved to 
designate Sunday 7th July 2019, as a day of prayer for South Sudan, two days prior 
to the South Sudan National Independence Day on 9th July 2019.

Consequently, a letter was sent to all UJCC member Churches in Uganda to allocate 
a special time during worship services on Sunday 7th July to pray for our brothers 
and sisters in South Sudan who have been living in the situation of suffering and 
pain. (See appendix on page 68). 

During prayers churches were called upon to:

a. Thank God for the signing of the Revitalized Agreement for peace in South 
Sudan on 12th September 2018 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

b. Pray for the breaking of all obstacles and impediments in the implementation 
of the Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the conflict in the Republic 
of South Sudan, (R-ARCSS) so that the South Sudanese refugees can return to 
their home country and live harmoniously.

c. Pray for peace and reconciliation and the breaking of all chains of evil and 
hatred among those who have a mission and responsibility to work for a future 
of peace and prosperity among the South Sudanese people.

d. Pray for the unity of the church and church leaders in South Sudan so that the 
church can speak with one voice against the causes of atrocities and suffering 
of the people of South Sudan.

e. Pray for church worldwide, the international community, AU, IGAD, and in 
particular Uganda to rise up to the challenges and opportunities presented by 
the signing of the peace agreement for South Sudan (R-ARCSS).

f. To convey a message of hope among the South Sudanese refugees and all the 
people of South Sudan.

A special Ecumenical Service to pray for peace in South Sudan was organized in 
Kampala at St. Pauls’ Cathedral, Namirembe, under the theme “…I know the plans 
I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you, not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future”. (Jeremiah 29:11).  The full order of service is 
presented in this report under section two on page 6. 

The service was attended by the general public, members of UJCC Member 
Churches namely; Anglican, Catholic and Orthodox churches, representative of 
South Sudanese refugees and South Sudan community in Uganda, church and 
religious leaders as well as Ecumenical Partners who included International Justice 
Mission, Uganda Government officials, civil servants and the Ambassador of South 
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Sudan to Uganda. Others were representatives of InterAid Uganda and UNHCR 
related agencies in Uganda.

The service was led by the AACC Ecumenical Accompanier based in Uganda, Bishop 
Emeritus Yona Katoneene, while His Grace The Most Rev. John Baptist Odama the 
Catholic Archbishop of Gulu, delivered a moving and challenging sermon. The Vicar 
of St. Pauls’ Cathedral, Namirembe on behalf of the Bishop of Namirembe and the 
Cathedra Dean, welcomed the congregation to the Cathedral and brought the 
message of peace and goodwill from the Bishop of Namirembe. He prayed to the 
Lord to hear our prayers as we pray together for our brothers and sisters in South 
Sudan that are going through such a tormenting moment. The UJCC Executive 
Secretary, Rt. Rev. Arch. Constantine Mbonabingi, welcomed all members of the 
congregation present and introduced church leaders and government officials 
present at the service. Mr. James Foster, Country Director of the International 
Justice Mission (IJM), a global Christian organization that protects the poor from 
violence throughout the developing world, brought a message of hope that Jesus 
Christ is our hope which never leaves us calling upon the South Sudanese refugees 
to hold unto this hope and be filled with joy and peace.

The Guest of Honour was the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister of Uganda, Dr. Ruhakana 
Rugunda, who was represented by Hon. Betty Kamya, the Minster for Kampala 
Capital City and Metropolitan Affairs. Messages of solidarity were received from 
UJCC Executive Secretary, Rt. Rev. Arch. Constantine Mbonabingi, South Sudan 
Council of Churches, All Africa Conference of Churches, World Council of Churches, 
Executive Director InterAid Uganda, International Justice Mission, Ambassador 
of South Sudan to Uganda, the Bishop of Namirembe; the Metropolitan Jonah 
Lwanga co-chairperson of UJCC and Archbishop of Uganda Orthodox Church, the 
Most Rev. Stanley Ngagali co-chairperson of UJCC and Archbishop of the Church 
of Uganda and the Most Rev. Dr. Cyprian Kizito Lwanga Chairperson UJCC Board 
of Trustees and  Archbishop of Kampala. 
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2.0 ORDER OF SERVICE

UGANDA JOINT CHRISTIAN COUNCIL

AND

ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES

ORDER OF ECUMENICAL SERVICE 

TO PRAY FOR SOUTH SUDAN

ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL NAMIREMBE 

SUNDAY 7TH JULY 2019

THEME: “……l know the plans l have for you, declares the lord, plans to 
prosper you, not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”. 

(Jeremiah 29:11).

Procession Hymn: Blessed Assurance
1. Blessed Assurance – Jesus is mine!

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God;
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Saviour all the day long  x  2

2. Perfect submission, perfect delight.
Visions of rapture burst on my sight;
Angels descending, bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest,
I in my Saviour am happy and blest;
Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with his goodness lost in his love.

Service leader: Bishop Emeritus  Yona Katoneene
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2. Welcome:

Brothers and sisters, we gather here this evening as members of one UJCC and 
AACC family in an ecumenical spirit to celebrate God’s gift of life and the many 
other blessings that we receive from His hands.

We are particularly here to honor God for guiding our brothers and sisters from 
South Sudan along the path of peace. We are also here to remind ourselves of our 
calling to care, protect, evangelize and uphold a life of dignity for all.

We are therefore gathered to:

a) Thank God for the signing of the Revitalized Agreement for peace in South 
Sudan on 12th September 2018 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

b) Pray for the breaking of all obstacles and impediments in the implementation 
of the Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic 
of South Sudan(R-ARCSS) so that the South Sudan Sudanese refugees can 
return to their home country and all the people of South Sudan can live in their 
home country in peace.

c) Pray for peace and reconciliation and the breaking of all chains of evil and 
hatred among those who have a mission and responsibility to work for a future 
of peace and prosperity for the South Sudanese people.

d) Pray for the unity of the Church and Church leaders in South Sudan so that the 
Church can speak with one voice against the causes of atrocities and suffering 
of the people of South Sudan.

e) Pray for the Church worldwide, the International Community, AU, IGAD, and in 
particular Uganda to rise up to the challenges and opportunities presented by 
the signing of the peace Agreement for South Sudan  (R-ARCSS).

f) To convey a message of hope among the South Sudanese refugees and all 
the people of South Sudan based on Jeremiah 29: 1-23.

During this service, we will strengthen bonds of fellowship, motivate and inspire 
each other to rise up to the challenges and opportunities presented to us through 
the signing of the Peace Agreement for South Sudan. 

You are all warmly welcome.

3.   Opening hymn: How Great thou Art 

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made,
I see the stars; I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
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Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee;
 How great Thou art, how great Thou art!
 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee;
 How great Thou art, how great Thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades I wander
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze.

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
And there proclaim, my God how Great Thou art!

Leader: Praise God the Father, our Creator
People: Who created the world and put His breath into us.

Leader: Praise Jesus and Son of God, our savior
People: Who saves us and teaches us to obey God.

Leader: Praise God the Holy Spirit, our Counselor.

People: Who fills us with knowledge and leads us into all truth.We praise 
God Almighty; God above us, God besides us and God within us. God the 
beginning, God the end and God forever-present. Amen.

4. Call to Confession:

If we are honest, we will admit there are times when we are dry, unable to bless 
others when our thread is snapped and severed from the loom of a united 
community.

Let us therefore confess our separation from our true selves, from our sisters and 
brothers, and from the very source of life, promising to live according to God’s 
word.
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5.  The Confession:

God, you are the weaver of our lives.

Out of your great power You created and spun each one of us into unique, 
colorful strands of various human beings, that You have woven us together into a 
family that is spread over this nation and over the whole world. We admit that we 
have torn apart this fabric of a united human family.

We have allowed ourselves to be bound by the narrow strands of race, tribe, age, 
gender and belief. Open our hearts, so we may once again celebrate the wonder 
of a united humanity with dignity. In the name of Christ, who lived and died that 
all may be one. Amen.

6.  Assurance of forgiveness:

Archbishop: Our past is forgiven and forgotten.

People: Because Christ paid for it.

Archbishop: Our presence is secure

People: Because Christ sustains it by His Spirit.

Archbishop: Our future is assured

People: Because Christ guarantees it.

Nothing in heaven or earth can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. Amen.

7.  The Gloria:

Leader: Glory to the Father

People: Glory to the Father

Leader: Glory to the Son

People: Glory to the Son

Leader: Glory to the Spirit

People: Glory to the Spirit

Leader: The Angels say ‘Glory’

People: The people say ‘Glory’
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Leader: The saints say ‘Glory’

People: The forgiven say ‘Glory’

Leader: The weak say ‘Glory’

People: The strong say ‘Glory’

Leader: The sick say ‘Glory’

People: The healed say ‘Glory’

Leader: Glory to the Father, to the son and to the Holy Spirit.

People: As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever, world without 
end, Amen.

8.   Collect: 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, mercy and 
love; faith in Your everlasting promises; hope in the good future you have planned 
for us; mercy towards all of Your creation and love towards our neighbours. That we 
may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.

9.   Ministry of the Word

OT Reading: Jeremiah 29; 1 -  23

NT Reading: Luke 17: 11-19

10.  Welcome and Introductions: Bishop of Namirembe and UJCC Executive 
Secretary

11. Sharing by Representative of South Sudanese Refugees

12. Hymn: Master, Speak!

1. Master, speak! Your servant hearth,
Longing for your gracious word,
Longing for your voice that cheersth
Master, let it now be heard,
I am listening, Lord, for you;
What do you have to say to me?
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2. Often through my heart is pealing
Many another voice than yours,
Many an unwilled echo stealing
From the walls of this your shrine
Let your longed-for accents fall;
Master, speak! And silence all.

3. Master, speak! Though least and lowest,
Let me not unheard depart;
Master, speak! For O, you know it,
All the yearning of my heart,
You know all its truest need;
Speak! And make me blest indeed.

4. Master, speak! And make me ready,
When your voice is truly heard,
With obedience glad and steady,
Still to follow every word,
I am listening, Lord, for you;
Master, speak! oh, speak to me!

5. Speak to me by name, O master,
Let me know it is to me;
Speak, that I may follow faster,
With a step more firm and free;
Where the Shepherd leads the flock,
In the shadow of the Rock!

13.   Sharing by a representative of the South Sudanese Refugees

14.   Sermon: Archbishop John Baptist Odama

15.   Affirmation of Faith:

People: We are created in the image of God,

We are the likeness of the Creator, children of a loving Father, Who made the 
universe and all that is in it.

Jesus Christ, the son of God, was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born like us. He shared the comfort of another like us. He was seen in the face of 
Human justice, vividly seen living, dying and rising again in the passion of human 
life.

We feel the power of the Spirit, Who surrounds us with grace; He is wise in the 
midst of our confusion. He joyfully gathers us into a community of freedom and 
of service to God.
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This we believe

This we affirm 
This we live.

Now and forever more.  Amen.

Leader: As our Saviour taught us, we are bold to pray

People: Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in in heaven, Give us today our daily bread, Forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil For the kingdom, the power and glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen.

Leader:  Prayers of remembrance: (lighting of candles)

- For the children that perished during war:

In memory of the tender souls, and the anguish suffered by their parents I light 
this candle

- The women:

In memory of the grandmothers, mothers, sisters, daughters and wives and the 
pain in those who they nurtured, I light this candle

- The Youth:

In memory of the strength and vigour of the nation, the lost generation, I light this 
candle

- Faith Leaders:

In memory of those who were responsible for shepherding God’s people, I light 
this candle

- Men:

In memory of the grandfathers, fathers, brothers, sons and husbands, and the 
uncertainty left behind in the orphaned, I light this candle

16.   The prayers of the people:

The Family Institution 

•	 Thank God for the institution of the family as a place of nurture, comfort, 
renewal, recreation and identity.

•	 Confess that through selfish ambitions, social pressures the family institution 
is threatened.
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•	 Pray that it will withstand the assault from secular forces and that it will 
continue to provide stability and meaning to society.

ALL: Hear our prayer O Lord.

Children

•	 Thank God for the children of the world.

•	 Confess that we have been unable to provide a safe and healthy nurturing 
environment for them.

•	 Pray that God will raise among us a new sense of responsibility to the welfare 
of all children in the world and that we shall stand up against practices that 
seek to exploit their innocence and vulnerability.

ALL: Hear our prayer O Lord.

Mothers

•	 Thank God for all mothers in the world and the great sacrifice they make for 
the sake of the well being of their families.

•	 Confess that because of our social and cultural structures, we have 
continued to marginalize women and due to war/conflict and selfishness kept 
them grieving over their children and the environment.

•	 Pray that society will uphold and empower mothers in fulfilling their role in 
society.

ALL:  Hear our prayer O Lord

Fathers

•	 Thank God for all fathers in the world.

•	 Pray that Fathers will be awakened to their calling and be true to their families 
as Christ is to the Church.

ALL: Hear our prayer O Lord

Youth

•	 Thank God for young people all over the world and for their energy, creativity 
and development.

•	 Pray that they will be given opportunity and space to exercise gifts and rights 
for the common good of the society and that they will be protected against 
exploitation and destructive influences in society.

ALL: Hear our prayer O Lord
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The Aged

•	 Thank God for the aged and their wealth of experience and vast contribution 
to society.

•	 Confess our failure to offer them a dignifying life in their old age. 

•	 Prayer for grace and resources for those who offer support and care to the 
aged. 

ALL: Hear our prayer O Lord

Peace in the world

•	 Thank God for wherever the gift of peace is celebrated and shared.

•	 Pray that God will frustrate the plans of those involved in schemes that seek 
to cause chaos, war and destruction.

•	 Pray for protection and resilience for those involved in promoting 
understanding across races, ideologies and faith groups; and committed to 
sowing seeds of peace.

Stewardship of the environment

•	 Thank God for the new consciousness about the need to manage mother 
earth responsibly and pray that this desire will translate into tangible 
corrective actions.

•	 Pray that the Church will provide leadership in caring more deeply about all 
creation as well as the environment.

•	 Confess our failure to cherish and protect our world causing intolerable 
suffering, famine, floods, pollution and unpredictable weather patterns.

ALL: Hear our prayer O Lord

The urban poor, refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs)

•	 Pray that planners, governments and faith groups will transform urban 
communities into safe and life sustaining places.

•	 Pray for new appreciation that the world belongs to God so that tendencies 
towards discrimination and marginalization on the basis of tribe, race, creed, 
or political ideology may cease.

•	 Pray for those involved in activities that seek to relieve suffering and 
hopelessness.

ALL: Hear our prayer O Lord
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World leaders, parliaments and regional organizations like: African Union, 
ECOWAS, SADC, EAC and IGAD.

•	 Thank God for the growing appreciation of interdependence between nations 
and pray that unity in diversity will be celebrated as a gift and that this will 
open our eyes to Christ who came to restore all of us into one human family.

•	 Thank God for the gift of leadership and for those who exercise it with 
compassion and in honor of the instruments that define their power and the 
aspirations of all their people.

•	 Pray that Parliaments may be instrument s for promoting harmony, equity 
and accountable leadership.

ALL: Hear our prayer O Lord

UJCC Member Churches

	Pray for UJCC member churches - the Roman Catholic Church, the Uganda 
Orthodox Church and the Anglican Church  of Uganda

	Pray for healing ministries, in the Church, hospitals/counselors/mediators/
intercessors/etc

	Pray for ministries and various ministries - women, fathers, youth, children, 
the different gifted; the Urban Ministry 

	Pray for the Church as a whole in Uganda to be God’s instrument for the 
building of his Church and the extension of his Kingdom, promoting values of 
Justice, peace, righteousness, unity and reconciliation

ALL: Hear our prayer O Lord

Ecumenical Organizations and Inter-faith Cooperation

•	 Thank God for the ecumenical vision and for organizations that nurture unity 
among followers of Christ - World Council of Churches, All Africa Council of 
Churches and National Council of Churches etc.

•	 Thank God for those who have worked tirelessly to build 

ALL: Hear our prayer O Lord

Leader: You have ears
People: To hear our prayers

Leader: You have eyes
People: To see we are safe
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Leader: You are our heritage
People: As we are your heritage

Leader: Thanksgiving and honor be to our God now and forever
People: AMEN

17. Prayer of Thanksgiving:

Leader: Let us join together in reciting the words of this hymn as a prayer of 
Thanksgiving to God

People:       

1.   O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise
The glories of my God and King
The triumphs of his grace!

2.  Jesus! The name that charms our fears
That bids our sorrows cease;
This music in the sinner’s ears
Is life and health and peace.

3.  He breaks the power of cancelled sin
He sets the prisoner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean
His blood availed for me.

4.  See all your sins on Jesus laid
The Lamb of God was slain,
His soul was once an offering made
For every soul of man.

5.  He speaks - and listening to his voice,
New life the dead receive,
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
The humble poor believe.

6.  Hear Him, you deaf; His praise, you dumb,
Your loosened tongues employ
You blind, now see your saviour come
And leap, you lame, for joy!
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7.  My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim 
And spread through all the earth abroad
The honours of your name.

18. Blessing: 

19.  Messages of solidarity:

- UJCC Executive Secretary

- Representative of South Sudan Council of Churches

- Representative of All Africa Council of Churches

- Representative of World Council of Churches

- Executive Director InterAid Uganda

- Ambassador of South Sudan in Uganda

- Bishop of Namirembe Diocese

- His Grace Most Rev. Stanley Ntagali

- His Eminence Metropolitan Jonah Lwanga

- His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Cyprian Lwanga

- Hon. Minister of State for Ethics and Intergrity.

20. Recessional hymn: To God be the glory

1.  To God be the glory, great things He has done!
So loved He the world that He gave us his Son,
Who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
And opened the life Gate that all may go in.

 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  Let the earth hear His voice!
 Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord,  Let the people rejoice!
 O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
 And give Him the glory;Great things He has done!

2.  O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
To every believer the promise of God;
The vilest offender who truly believes,
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

3.  Great things He has taught us,
Great things He has done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
But purer, and higher, and greater will be
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.



A  REPORT OF A DAY OF PRAYER FOR SOUTH SUDAN

UGANDA JOINT CHRISTIAN COUNCIL  |  ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES
19

3.0 SERMON BY HIS GRACE THE MOST REV.  
JOHN BAPTIST ODAMA

On an occasion like this one I wouldn’t like to attempt making a list of protocol. 
We have a short protocol as a church, we often say fellow brothers and sister 
respecting all your public roles you have among the people of God. So I would like 
to take it in that sense. So protocol is observed. 

I want to thank Bishop Katoneene, a great friend of mine for inviting me to participate 
in this very important event of praying for South Sudan. And my brother the chair 
of UJCC also endorsing that saying yes Archbishop come and share some word 
of God and your experience.   In that vein I want to say this before I go far.  I have 
been linked with South Sudan since I was 13 years old. In 1964, the people of South 
Sudan ran from a war and we had young seminarians, they were brought to us in 
a place called Kokair in Arua which was a minor Seminary. So we grew with South 
Sudanese. By then it was Sudan. Because of that relationship we had, very young 
as we were, it was like a seed planted of intimate relationship with Sudan and in 
a more specific way in South Sudan. I have a very great, I must say a very sincere 
heart for the people of South Sudan.

Dear people of South Sudan, I love you. I treasurer you very sincerely and I can 
say plainly right at the beginning God willing I offer my life to work for your peace. 
And that leads me to the theme which has already been presented in the order of 
service: “…I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you, 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”. (Jeremiah 29:11). 

Archbishop John Baptist Odama preaching
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We are gathered here as people together with you South Sudanese to ask God to 
give you peace. I have a very short prayer which I say nearly daily “God give peace 
to South Sudan”. This is quite a loaded statement and prayer, “God give peace to 
South Sudan”.

Just before and shortly after South Sudan gained its Independence as it was 
stated here on 9th July, 2011, hardly two years this young nation, as I call it now, 
was infected and attacked by a leprosy of cycle of violence or war. Since then this 
country has been bedeviled by lack of peace. Many are in exile as refugees, many 
are displaced in the country, and many are restless. In that context, they are all in 
exile. You are all exiles. Fellow brothers and sisters, who is an exile?  He is a person 
who is not living in his home country. Which is your country as South Sudanese? 
Your country is supposed to be a land of freedom, a land where you feel you belong 
to, a land where you feel at peace with each other. That is the land which you need 
to have, but because this is not there, many who are even living in the physical 
environment of South Sudan and those outside of the geographical shape of it, 
you are all in exile. I may be exaggerating it but that is the truth. As long as you lack 
peace you are in exile. Hence you felt the need to go to God accompanied by us in 
Uganda at this very moment and also with other players before. What are you going 
to God for? You are going to God to tell him, “we are attacked, as the gospel says, 
by leprosy, so we are lepers”. Who has made us lepers? The insurgency of the war, 
our beauty is disfigured, our youthness lack delicacy, that smooth body of the child. 
Now you should be eight years but you have been six of this in the war. So now you 
are going to the Lord who is peace to plead for peace. Please God do something 
about this to us. 

According to the two readings we have heard, Jeremiah 29: 1- 23 and Luke 17: 11-
19, the following things have been mentioned. Let me start with the Gospel.  Ten 
lepers went to Jesus.

The number ten is a number of perfection, means the whole of it, the wholesale. If I 
could put it as I have already indicated in my leading words, you are being infected 
by leprosy of war. It means the whole of South Sudan is not healthy .It has been  
affected by leprosy and if  this  is so, you go to this God who is so merciful, so kind, 
this God leads you to have what I call here patience. This is from the first reading 
of Jeremiah, Patience. In a way he is saying be resilient not giving in. He is saying 
have hope as exactly expressed in the theme. You, I have plans for you, plans to 
prosper you not harm you, and plans to give you hope and a future.  So South 
Sudan you are called to be men and women of hope. And all of you who are friends 
of South Sudan, especially we who are neighbouring, the most immediate, we are 
to have hope and the world at large should have hope. God has said so. Sudan you 
will have hope, you will see peace.

Interestingly, Jesus directed the ten lepers to go and show themselves to the 
priest.  Why the priest? The priest is actually man who represents God’s voice to 
the people. He is a custodian of the voice of God to his people, and he is supposed 
to guide them to listen to God. So all of us here if we could put it like this we are 
guided to go and listen to the religious leaders 
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What is it that the religious leaders are supposed to be saying on behalf of God to 
the people? Love. His command is love one another as I have loved you. This must 
be the strongest voice so that you can be healed of the leprosy which is a general 
failure of humanity, sin. Here now the priest is supposed to announce forgiveness 
and reconciliation. Reuniting with God who forgives and also encourages his 
people to forgive and to be reconciled to one another and to reconcile with God 
and to be reconciled within oneself. 

I still remember an occasion when a man saw a goat of his brother with whom 
they quarreled, he started to insult the goat.  The goat had nothing to do with 
their quarrel, but because he was angered against his brother, he felt this goat 
should be got rid of like his brother should have been got rid of. So reconciliation 
within oneself is very vital, anger, sense of revenge, need to be overcome. Sense 
of unity. We are only one kind in the world, humankind. Recently I was talking with 
one of the lawyers, a very prominent lawyer, I said, do you know the reasons why 
there are so many crimes in the world? He said can you tell me? I said what I can 
tell you is this: Human beings make crime against one another when they forget 
that the other is his or her kind. The moment I forget, this was what the young 
South Sudanese was saying in his testimony that South Sudanese refugees in 
Uganda are, psychologically down, because of prejudice. Why that prejudice?  The 
prejudice is diminishing the humankind in the Sudanese by us.  That is what is 
happening. Then we cause, we mistreat, why, because we have diminished the 
kind, this person belongs to my kind, the humankind. Then we are going already 
astray, we are bound to mistreat the other. There was a crime recently, some body 
was killed and a very important person was killed. Can you imagine one who was 
doing the kindness to the other? The one who was receiving this kindness decided 
to diminish the kindness of this person and connived to take away the life of this 
one. What was the matter? There were two values. One value was of money and the 
other value was of human being, humankind. Therefore, the value of human was 
diminished by the value of money.

I don’t know what the cause is, the root causes of problems in South Sudan?  But 
I think there is one element which is clear, there is a diminishing of humankind 
with in the society of South Sudan. I don’t think it is only there, here also we have 
it. So we should be united humankind and it is correct we are praying for South 
Sudan because South Sudan is belonging to the kind, the humankind of us. It is a 
part of us, we have to go for prayer, for fasting and for almsgiving.  Prayer link with 
God because it is the only last solution when human wisdom fails, God’s wisdom 
never fails. We have to go and learn from him and lift our hearts to him so that He 
receives us with that fatherly kindness and love.

Fasting, this is a phenomenon of our Lenten season, occasions like this one could 
also induce one to fast in order to prepare oneself to give what he/she has for the 
good of the other. Concern of the other, sacrificing what one could have for the 
sake of the other. 
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Like Ugandans, we could sacrifice so much for the benefit of our brothers and 
sisters in South Sudan. Some of them are going without food, some of them are 
going without medicine, some of them are going without clothes, and some are 
going without education and so on. Could we sacrifice some thing for the sake 
of our fellow brothers and sisters? In the camps there are some positive signs, in 
some of the camps I have visited, almsgiving materially, spiritually and otherwise. 

Dialogue, we cannot avoid talking among the kind. When something goes wrong 
we should ask the other why you have done this to me. Will you have done this to 
somebody like this?

As it happened in one of the countries, there was a lady who was assaulted by a 
military person this man wanted to rape this woman. But the woman told him, “ 
heh, would you have done this to your sister--?”.  The man left, he took off, because 
the woman talked the point. At least the man agreed to listen to this woman and 
because he listened, he got the truth that this is his sister. He cannot mishandle 
his sister.

And then comes when there is truth talking, truth telling, and truth dialogue. All 
this points where we go to listen to religious leaders is not taken by us we religious 
leaders in Uganda. There is UJCC, There is Inter-religious Council of Uganda 
(IRCU), we in the North we have also the Acholi Religious Peace Initiative, if we 
could combine all our efforts together could we have a change in South Sudan? 
Yes. Then political leaders, Uganda is a member of IGAD, can Uganda play a role 
still more than what it has done or she has done to make peace in South Sudan? 
Socially, you who are traders, you want to go South Sudan to sell your goods and 
then also some of them come this way, why don’t you take this as a priority to sell 
peace among ourselves.

We have a voice, so South Sudan needs freedom the true home which dwells in 
peace. This prayer is very very very relevant and I thank Bishop Katoneneene, I 
thank you for organizing this with the UJCC and we could also organize again 
another one on inter-religious council level where all religious leaders including 
the Muslims, the SDA and then the other groups to come in together so then we 
speak the language of humankind to God and say, God give peace to South Sudan. 
Amen.



A  REPORT OF A DAY OF PRAYER FOR SOUTH SUDAN

UGANDA JOINT CHRISTIAN COUNCIL  |  ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES
23

4.0 A TESTIMONY FROM A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF SOUTH SUDANESE REFUGEES

My name is Justin John Bape and I am from South Sudan. I am the 5th born 
in the family of seven children but I lost my parents during the LRA war in 
Western Equatorial 2010, meaning I am an orphan without father and mother. I 
also separated with my siblings where some have gone missing and I; but I only 
know the whereabouts of my eldest sister and 3 young brothers who are I South 
Sudan but the rest I don’t know their whereabouts. 

On behalf of south Sudanese refugees we are asking, why the implementation of 
Peace Agreement is still delaying? We South Sudanese  here we love our country 
, we would love to go back to our country and enjoy the goodness of our country 
but still our leaders keep us suffering .  We would like to ask this question again. Is 
it because they have good food to eat, safe water to drink and their children are 
enjoying outside the country, having good education out of the country? That’s 
why they are keeping the poor people still suffering? We would ask them to stop us 
suffering so that we can go back to our country. 

This is my message to my fellow South Sudanese community and the refugees 
living in Uganda. We South Sudanese here and leadership of South Sudanese 
emphasize on the unity of South Sudanese in Uganda and even at home. We 
here in Uganda today have embraced unity. We would like everyone to take it as a 
responsibility to unite with one another. Let us have values for human life .Let us 
say enough is enough, Let us have values for humanity as South Sudanese.

 In summary, first of all I thank the Ugandan community for granting us asylum 
seeker in Uganda. But that is not enough for us to live in Uganda. In summary of 
what I would love to say, I quoted this in one of the convention. Allow me to read 
it. Article 23 of the Refugees Convention of 1951 stipulates that “refugees should 
enjoy access to health services, equivalent to that of the population”.

Also according to Article 12 of International Convention on Economic, social, and 
cultural rights of 1966, everyone has a right to the highest standard of physical and 
mental health and education as well. We South Sudanese here are not enjoying 
these rights. That’s why we are quoting this. As a young man,   I came to Uganda 
in 2013 as a refugee. I have been depending on different individuals who know my 
problem of which they sometimes assist me with their kind support. But in facing 
lots of difficulties in Uganda like in relation to rent, food and transport I have really 
known how hard to be an orphan and a refugee. In 2017 I started engaging myself 
in organizing the community of South Sudanese based on suffering I saw up to 
now. That’s why I am quoting this.

We have the message to the church leaders internationally, at Africa level and at 
Ugandan community level. We South Sudanese are not suffering only from the war 
of South Sudan, we are also suffering a psychological war everywhere we go. That 
psychological war is prejudiced about South Sudanese and the negative attitude 
towards South Sudanese. You go anywhere, you say you a South Sudanese, the 
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environment changes. We would like the whole world to stop this. That means we 
the community of South Sudanese are suffering from everybody.

My last message is going to my fellow youth about the youth and what is supposed 
to be done to youth. I would like to say let everyone stop depressing the upcoming 
leaders. The young leaders are suffering depression rather than to promote the 
talent and gift of young people. As I conclude for better future youth are the 
instruments, tools and weapons for positive change everywhere.

In conclusion, I would like to thank everyone who has attended and participated in 
organizing this day of prayer; because it is a big sign that we all wish South Sudan 
to regain its dignity again. May God hear our prayers and may we continue to pray 
for all the African countries not only South Sudan. I wish you all a safe journey back 
home may God bless you all. Thank you very much for listening to me.

A section of the South Sudanese congregation at the Service.
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5.0 MESSAGES OF SOLIDARITY
5.1  His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Cyprian Kizito Lwanga

On behalf of the entire UJCC, I wish to give you 
a warm welcome to this event which UJCC 
decided to have all over Uganda today on 
7th July in all our churches namely to pray for 
peace and tranquility in South Sudan. Thank 
you for coming and I hope you have enjoyed 
your selves.  

I  thank God almighty who loves each one of us, 
the Bible tells us that you and I and everybody 
was created in his image and God’s image 
is nothing else but peace and love. That’s 
why Jesus Christ when he summarized the 
ten commandment, he summarized into two 
namely; Love God and your neighbour and 
so we thank God for his goodness to us and 
also his goodness for our brothers from South 

Sudan. You are alive you could have been killed and because of his love for you, you 
are here and I think let us give him a big clap.

I thank our hosts Bishop Luwalira and his team who have enabled us to use this 
cathedral for this important duty of praying for peace for South Sudan.

I thank H.E the President of the Republic of Uganda and the government for enabling 
this process of hosting amicably our brothers and sisters from South Sudan and all 
the help being given to them, we give a big thank you to our government for that.

Then various organizations that have been here, I will not mention their names, you 
have heard them for the good work that you are doing and also for the respective 
churches for the work that is being done in this regard and above all UJCC we 
thank you for your great involvement and also assistance to your brothers and 
sisters from South Sudan. 

Then the organisers under the leadership of Bishop Katoneene, we are very grateful.  
We can’t forget the choir which has animated us very very well. Thank you, thank 
you, and thank you. We also can’t forget the choir of the South Sudanese that has 
been here. Thank you very much and the song was beautiful and indeed lively.

Then also I want to thank our preacher today Archbishop John Baptist Odama for 
his experience, personal experience and the word of God that he shared with us. 
Thank you, thank you in capital letters.

Last but not least, I wish to thank the media who is covering this event, I hope 
you give justice to this function and also the important messages that have been 
delivered so that all the people of God know it. I thank the speakers before me, 
thank you very much and the message has been noted.



A  REPORT OF A DAY OF PRAYER FOR SOUTH SUDAN

UGANDA JOINT CHRISTIAN COUNCIL  |  ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES
26

Now a little message, a word to the leaders of South Sudan. A lot has been said 
and I would like to thank the previous speakers for the good words. Mine is to re-
echo Pope Francis advice to the leaders of South Sudan, you remember in April he 
hosted them including ecumenical leaders, the leader of the Church of England 
and others and it was a moving retreat. He was with them for two days, praying 
with them and also sharing his heart. And one of the striking things he did was to 
kiss their feet. He humbled himself just to give his feelings and the people who are 
indeed suffering. And this is what he told them; I urge you all to seek what unites 
you beginning with the fact that you belong to the one and also the same people 
and to overcome all that divides you. “People are weary” the pope said, exhausted 
by the past conflicts. So remember that with war all is lost so as we pray for peace 
we also pray for our leaders in South Sudan so that they take all these messages, 
the one of the Pope is one of them, but also the others so that they also know the 
responsibility of promoting peace is in their hands. So the leaders of South Sudan 
I humbly ask you, be renewed and committed to the task of working for peace. But 
first and foremost to identify and also address the real cause of the conflict which 
led to this war so as to strive for reconciliation and justice for the 13 million people 
that are in South Sudan.

Furthermore, I also urge the international community to address the real cause of 
this conflict with an open heart for genuine reconciliation, justice as well as peace.

And a little word to you my brothers and sisters the refugees here. We all came 
here to express our solidarity and care through praying for peace, praying for 
reconciliation and prosperity for you and dear brothers and sisters in South Sudan 
which is a sign that we love and we shall continue to love as well as to support you. 
And we have to call the attention of the whole world to this grave humanitarian 
crisis and to plead for its meaningful resolution. As people of faith we wish to join 
our voices to speak out on your behalf. We hope that the whole world will heed this 
scene of tragic and desperate need and respond in a way worthy of our common 
humanity. 

This is a message I want to leave with you today. My dear brothers and sisters do 
not lose hope. As we have been told, God says in Jeremiah 29:11 (“…I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you, not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future”).

 We pray for peace and also for genuine hope for the future of this great country. 
The prayer from the Beatitudes is also very applicable to the spiritual food of 
reconciliation and also for peace namely “Blessed are the merciful for they will be 
shown mercy…. Blessed are the peace makers for they will be called children of 
God” (Matthew 5:7, 9). These beatitudes of Jesus provide a way of life that promises 
salvation but they also bring peace in the midst of our trial and also tribulations on 
this earth. 

As I conclude, let me use the words of peace expressed by this internationally 
known Saint called St. Francis, who is loved by all by the way Christians and 
non-Christians. This is what he said and what he prayed for; “Lord make me an 
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instrument of your peace”. So we are praying that all of us from our villages, from 
our families that each one of us is made an instrument of peace. So God make us 
instruments of your peace. Our instruments of peace rise up in South Sudan and 
reach all over the world. Instruments of your peace go for stability and justice, bring 
joy and hope that foster hearts of reconciliation, mercy and love. And I conclude by 
asking all this though Christ our Lord. Amen.

5.2  His Grace Most Rev. Stanley Ntagali 
Looking at the theme  for this  Ecumenical  Prayer drawn  from  Jeremiah  29:11”1  
know  the  plans I have for you,  plans of prosperity   and not  of destruction”.    This 
kind of action  that  you are going  through,   call to memory  the  difficult   time  of 
exile that  the  Israelites  went  through   when  they  were  in captivity.   They lost 
hope and confidence   and wished  that  God would  destroy  them,  so that  they  
may not  continue   in the humiliation   and ridicule  which  are happening   in their  
faces.

The shame of begging  for food,  getting  water  that  were  rationed  for them,  the  
pain of shame  of sharing tent  dwellings  with  their  children  and other  inhuman  
acts against  them,  almost  made them  doubt whether   God was in the  know.  The 
same situation   is what our brothers   and sisters including their

Children are currently   going through.   This is a situation   of hopelessness which 
creates doubt in any human being.

But we are hopeful that God who was with the!’ Israelites  in the time  of Jeremiah  
is the  same God who  is with  us today  and he is watching   every  step and actions  
we do to our fellow   human  beings.

As Church of Uganda,  we have been involved  in helping  South Sudan Refugees 
through   relief,  so we are concerned  about  the situation   in South Sudan and we 
are praying  that  there  will  be lasting  peace in South Sudan so that  brothers  and 
Sisters from  South Sudan can finally  go back home  and settle  in their country  
peacefully.

Jesus said in his sermon on the mount in the gospel of St. Matthew   5:7 that,  
“Blessed  are the

Peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God”.

I welcome all our partners and organizers who have come to join in this service.

I thank  the Government   of the  Republic  of Uganda  under  the  leadership  of H.E 
Gen. Yoweri  Kaguta Museveni  for  providing   the condusive   environment    for  
hosting  the  refugees  from  South  Sudan. I join you in this service to  pray for  
peace in South Sudan.

May God bless you.

The Most Rev Stanley Ntagali ARCHBISHOP, CHURCH OF UGANDA.
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5.3 All Africa Conference of Churches

The Guest of Honour, The Rt. Hon Prime Minister of Uganda and all Government 
Dignitaries and Officials

Your Graces

My Lord Bishops and the clergy

Your Excellency the Ambassador of South Sudan

UN Officials and related Agencies

Dear brothers and sisters

It is a great pleasure and honor to be associated with the Church in Uganda and 
indeed all the people of Uganda at this Ecumenical Service to pray for South Sudan 
today Sunday 7th July 2019 at St. Paul’s Cathedral Namirembe here in Kampala.

As some of you may know the AACC has been journeying with the people of 
Sudan and South Sudan since as far back as the 1970s in their journey for search 
of lasting peace. For example after many years of the struggle for justice and 
self-determination in which AACC accompanied the church and the people of 
Sudan. It further got involved in the process leading to the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement in 2005, the referendum of South Sudan in 2011, the coordination and 
humanitarian actors in the aftermath of July 2015 crisis, the accompaniment in 
the trauma healing for South Sudanese women and many others.

We are thankful to God for the churches in Uganda for organizing a special day of 
prayer to pray for South Sudan under the theme:”   I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans to prosper you, not to harm you, and plans to give you 
hope and a future. This is a very relevant theme for the people of South Sudan 
many of them who have lost hope and living in a situation of despair and hopeless.

This is very significant especially for the South Sudanese refugees who live in 
settlements and other parts of the country. This Ecumenical prayer service is also 
significant given that Uganda hosts more than 1.2 million refugees from South 
Sudan. We may need to mention that in a pastoral response to this huge influx 
of refugees to Uganda and coupled with our historical involvement in South 
Sudan peace process, the AACC considered it imperative to have an Ecumenical 
Accompanier/ Focal Person to accompany the UJCC with a special focus on 
providing pastoral care and advocacy for humanitarian support to South Sudanese 
refugees and sustainable peace.  

We would like to thank the people and Government of Uganda for the hospitality 
that has been extended to such a huge number of refugees leading sometimes 
to competition for limited resources such as land, health and education facilities 

ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES (AACC)
CONFERENCE DES ENGLISES DE TOUTE L’AFRIQUE (CETA)
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Bishop Yona Katoneene AACC Message

between the hosts and refugees. We thank the people of Uganda for living 
harmoniously not only with the South Sudanese refugees but with all the refugees 
who Uganda has become their home.

The AACC once again pledges its support to the people of South Sudan through 
journeying with the Church in South Sudan, through South Sudan Council of 
Churches (SSCC) and other stakeholders. We are determined to continue supporting 
their action as a united front in their commitment to be agents of peace in South 
Sudan.

We urge the Church in Uganda to continue keeping political and church leadership 
in South Sudan in their prayers, for God to raise this country from ashes to beauty.

We send a message of hope and solidarity to the people of South Sudan assuring 
them of God’s love even in a situation of suffering and pain. For as the apostle Paul 
says ’Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?

N, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For 
Iam convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus out Lord.” (Romans 8:35- 39).

Yours in Christ,

REV. DR. FIDON MWOMBEKI
GENERAL SECRETARY
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5.4  South Sudan Council of Churches
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5.5 Executive Director InterAid Uganda

The Guest of Honour, The Rt. Hon. Prime Minister of the Republic of Uganda

The Ambassadoe of South Sudan in Uganda

All Ministers and Government Officials present,

All Bishops present,

The entire clergy,

The Sough Sudan Refugees and the entire refugee’s community

The entire congregation,

All protocal observed.

It is my priviledge and pleasure to bring you warm greetings from InterAid Uganda.

The hosting of refugees in Uganda has its roots way back in 1951, when Uganda 
acceded to the 1951 UN Convention while it was still a British protectorate. By 
then, Uganda had already hosted Polish refugees at Nyabyeya in Masindi district 
and Koja in Mukono district, around 1940. They had come to Uganda as a result of 
the Second World War. However, Uganda’s rigorous involvement and the refugee 
crisis started in 1955 when Uganda hosted approximately 78,000 Sudan Refugees 
(Anyanyas). Since then, Uganda has played host to thousands and eventually 
millions of refugees from mainly South Sudan, Congo, Burungi, Rwanda, Pakistan, 
Eritrea, Afghanistan and other countries around the globe.

With the influx of refugees, the government of Uganda streamlined its policies 
and arrangements to host refugees through creation of Refugee Settlements in 
different locations of the country. These include: Kiryandongo, Bibi bidi, Lamwo, 
Nakivale, Parolinya, Rhino, Mvempi, Kyaka, Rwamwaja, oruchinga and many others 
to respond to the humanitarian crisis in the region.
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Currently by composition, Uganda hosts 825,492 South Sudan refugees which is 
about 64.7% of the endtire Refugee Population of 1,276,208 in the country.

The South Sudan Refugees have very distinct characteristics which among others 
include:

• Most willing to return home

• Very professional as they have gained from the Ugandan Education System and 
we expect that they will benefit their country when they voluntarily repatriate 
back home

• They have continued to demonstrate self-improvement while here.

• Very cooperative and willing to participate for their own improvement and 
development.

A prayer for peace is timely and desirous that South Sudan as a country will have 
long lasting peace again and its Nationals will be able to enjoy and cherish their 
country.

I thank you all.

For God and my Country.

SAMUEL MUIRI WANGALWA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
INTERAID UGANDA

A group with the guest of honour and church leaders after the service.
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5.6 H.E Simon Duku Micheal - Ambassador of South Sudan to Uganda
Good evening ladies and gentlemen. 
In the interest of peace that’s why am 
here. All protocol observed. 

 I know when it comes to issues to do with 
South Sudan two minutes, one minute 
is never enough, because there were a 
lot of questions to be answered, there 
were a lot of expectations the refugees 
want to hear what is happening back 
home but in the interest of this prayer 
for peace in South Sudan and then the 
time, I am going to be very brief to give 
you only about the implementation 
process back home because this young 
man was asking why did we delay the 
formation of government. We delayed 
the formation of government in May 
because one of the peace partners 
have seen to it that the Strategic  
Security and Defense Review have not 
been established. So he requested the 

government and the government in tern forwarded it to IGAD of which President 
Museveni is the guarantor and when IGAD Heads of State sat down they saw that 
there was a need for extension. That’s why there is a delay my deer brother, it is not 
because for you to continue suffering but because there is need for the revitalized 
peace agreement to be implemented as per the agreement.

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of South Sudan and on my own 
behalf I greet you all in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ. And I bring to you 
greetings from H.E the President of the Republic of South Sudan Salva Kiir saying 
Assalaam Alekum (Peace be with you).

I am honoured to  be part of this worship service to pray for My Country South 
Sudan, and her people on top of it the political and the military leaders.

And before I proceed let me request the South Sudan Diplomatic and SPLM Staff in 
Uganda to stand up and wave to this noble congregation, you may take your seat.

I want to thank H.E the President and the People of Uganda for their 
unwavering commitment in supporting the peace process and taking care of 
1.9 million South Sudanese Refugees in Uganda. Not forgetting Uganda Joint 
Christian Council and All Africa Council of Churches for their pastoral care 
and Humanitarian support to the Refugees from South Sudan.
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The September 2018 Revitalized Peace Agreement was reached due to the 
commitment of H.E Yoweri kaguta Museveni a Pan Africanist who believed in 
African Solutions for African Problems.

As a result H.E the President of Uganda is a Guarantor of our Peace and we firmly 
have high hopes that this time around the Revitalized Peace Agreement will hold, 
with the help and support of the Government and People of Uganda.

The Solidarity and the collaboration shown to us by Uganda, Africa and the 
world at large means a lot and I is now the duty of every South Sudanese to be 
a peace maker henceforth.

I urge the Church to continue praying for South Sudan and the South Sudanese 
Refugees in Uganda and in the world at large, so that they embrace the spirit of 
forgiveness, and I ask the church to pray to the like of Thomas Cirilo and Paul 
Malong and all those South Sudanese who are still doubting that there is peace, to 
have  a change of hearts and join hands in the implementation of Revitalized Peace 
Agreement.

The Implementation of Revitalized Peace Agreement:

• The Cantontment areas are already identified and gazette, food and medicine 
are been supplied and gradually the army both SSPDF and SPLA-I.O, will be 
moving in all the identified Cantonment Areas for joint training.

• The National Pre- Transitional Committee (NPTC) has been formed and it is 
conducting their business as per the Revitalized Peace Agreement of Sept 
2018, as a result of NPTC regular meetings, last week here in Kampala the 
Strategic Defence and Security Review mandated by the same (RPA) held a 
one day symposium here in Kampala with the South Sudanese community 
Leaders to seek their views and recommendations with regards to the Security 
Sector Reforms in the Republic of South Sudan.

• The permanent Ceasefire is holding with exception of some fellow elements 
under Thomas Cirilo who are carrying out attacks against the civilian mainly in 
Yei river state.

• Humanitarian Assistance to the IDPs in moving on smoothly, we thank the 
parties to the revitalized peace agreement for creating secure access to all 
areas affected.

• The Independent Boundary Commission (IBC) have concluded their 
consultations within 32 states, their mandate was to ascertain how many 
states should South Sudan have when the new Interim government will be 
formed and we are waiting for their final report that would be out soon.

• The only obstacle facing us is financing of the Revitalized Peace Agreement, 
though the government of South Sudan left alone to shoulder the funds.
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(Since it is not a political forum)

I once again take this opportunity to thank the organizers of this Prayer for South 
Sudan, and in a special note to thank H.E The President of Uganda, the Church 
Leaders present and the People of Uganda for their hospitality in accommodating 
and tolerating us South Sudanese. ( Whether Refugees o not)

And when it comes to matters and issues of South Sudan, we can spend the whole 
day here talking and talking, at this juncture;

God grant the People of South Sudan the serenity to accept the things they 
cannot change; Give them courage to change the things they can; and give 
them wisdom to know the difference.

Living one day at a time; Enjoying one moment at a time; Accepting hardships 
as the pathway to a meaningful and lasting peace; Trusting that God will 
make all things right if they surrender to His will; That they may be reasonably 
happy in this life and supremely happy with God

Forever and ever Amen.

Thank you.

South Sudanese Women Refugees in deep prayer
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5.7 Hon. Fr. Simon Lokodo - Minister of State for Ethics and Integrity.
The Directorate for Ethics and Integrity upholds two 
things. One ensures that Ugandans are empowered 
in Ethics and Integrity, moral values and principles 
and to uphold the motto of Uganda “For God and 
my country” and therefore it hosts the department 
of Religious Affairs. I have the pride to introduce to 
u the director of the department of Religious affairs 
in the directorate for ethics and integrity, Rev. Can. 
Aaron Mwesigye.

My duty was to introduce the Guest of Honour to 
address the congregation. But I want to appeal 
to her indulgency, if she can allow me express 
a few personal sentiments. Why am I here? I am 
here again as a government representative in all 
religious events. We host the religious faith based 
organisations in Uganda and like any other entity 
the home, in government, of the faith based 
religious entities is the directorate of ethics and 
integrity which I provide the political leadership. 

And I pride very much to be here because this is where I should originally be. I 
want to thank His Grace, the chairman of the Uganda Joint Christian Council, 
for organizing this this prayer event. We met twice with my Bishop here, Bishop 
Katoneene, and the Prime Minister trying to scheme how can this best be done, 
because Uganda has a strong feeling for South Sudan. It is its own family members 
and therefore can’t be left out. And we were struggling to find a better loud way of 
really gathering together and praising God for the gift of the people of South Sudan 
and that God may go further and provide peace, harmony, tranquility to these 
people. And after a little bit of hurdling, this was the best choice that we do it in this 
way. We invite all Christian religious faith based organisations to pray for peace in 
South Sudan prior to their celebration of the next Independence Anniversary.  So I 
want here to thank whole heartedly the UJCC and my Lord Bishop Katoneene, who 
moved everybody so that this event has taken place today. I thank you.

Two, I have got a personal feeling for South Sudan and I want to tell you 
shamelessly that am probably a South Sudanese. I come from a district which 
boarders South Sudan, and a Member of Parliament of a constituency which is 
bordering South Sudan. And often and always we integrate with the people of 
South Sudan especially Eastern Equatorial and Torit and we have relatives both in 
South Sudan as well as in Uganda. That’s why I am suspecting I must be a South 
Sudanese because I have always lived with the South Sudanese. As a child I grew 
up with South Sudanese unfortunately because of protracted wars that have been 
happening in South Sudan, I have always been in Karamoja and we have got a 
whole village that is with Sudanese so that we have been integrated and become 
part and parcel of South Sudan and Northern Uganda. We have got chiefs who are 
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South Sudanese by origin but of Course by birth they are Ugandans because they 
were born in Uganda. As His Grace Archbishop Odama said, I had the opportunity 
to study in the minor seminary with the people of South Sudan-Youth, and even in 
my theology I had friends and colleagues of South Sudan, so am really internally 
and combined united with the people of South Sudan and I touch their problems, I 
touch their difficulties, I touch their preoccupation, I know of their anger. Even here 
in Kampala when I came as a Member of Parliament I started to look for a way of 
survival in order to get additional money to help my people in many other ways. I 
put up an estate in Seeta and all the 14 houses are occupied by people of South 
Sudan.

It gives me a pride to be here to deliver a prayer for South Sudan. And my own and 
dear prayer is that God hears today’s gathering and other prayers that have been 
put in supplication to him that Sudan, South Sudan in particular may gain its peace 
and that its children my return home and live in comfort, harmony and real total 
humanitarian enjoyment like all the others. I would spend a few minutes stating 
what the government of Uganda has done, but since we have got a substantive 
representative of the President and the Rt. Hon Prime Minister, allow me now to 
take this honour to invite our Guest of Honour to address this congregation.

5.8  Guest of Honour – Rt. Hon. Prime Minister of Uganda represented 
 by Hon. Betty Kamya

Your Grace the Archbishop of Kampala, Dr. Cyprian 
Lwanga who is also the chairman of UJCC, your 
Grace, Archbishop John Baptist Odama, who is 
also our preacher today, my Lord Bishop Emeritus 
Yona Katoneene who has led us in this service and 
who is also my Bishop back home in Bushenyi, Your 
Excellency, the Ambassador of South Sudan, who 
has led the people of South Sudan both visiting 
and living in Kampala to this ecumenical prayer for 
peace in South Sudan. Colleague Minister if state 
for Ethics and Integrity and in the interest of time, 
may I now say protocol observed. 

First of all praise God, praise God, for the people of 
South Sudan you speak Arabic “As-Salaam-Alaikum” 
and “Wa-Alaikum-Salaam”. My name is Betty Kamya 

and as said the Minister for Kampala Capital City and Metropolitan Affairs but on this 
occasion am honoured to represent the Prime Minister of the Republic of Uganda 
Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda and am here to convoy his apologies. He was meant to be 
here and he delegated me only this morning because he had all intentions of being 
here but he wasn’t able to be here. He sends his love and he says though he is not 
here physically he is with us in the spirit. And before I go to my official statement, 
am wearing the shoes that were given to me by Caesar very proudly and I thank 
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God for that and am also a parishioner of Namirembe Diocese. This is my Diocese 
and I serve on the Diocesan Council of Namirembe from where I was also sent 
to serve as a member of the Provincial Assembly which is the highest organ in 
Church of Uganda under the chairman of His Grace the Archbishop of Uganda. So 
in my two capacities am very happy personally to be here and to participate in a 
prayer. Every time there is call for prayer I feel very good to be there because I know 
that prayer is the greatest and most lethal weapon against the plans of the devil. I 
want to thank you all for coming to attend this prayer on behalf of our brothers and 
sisters. I want to thank His Grace, Cyprian Lwanga for thanking everybody. He has 
thanked everybody and he left out nobody so in the interest of time I want to fully 
stand behind his words and allow me, Your Grace, to associate with the words of 
thanks because I had a long list of people to thank but I couldn’t do it better than 
you did. And I appreciate that very much indeed.

I was saddened by the young South Sudanese refugee who cried out here. He 
seemed to speak with sadness and passion about the mistreatment of the South 
Sudanese refugees. And they are not so happy with life he is living in Uganda and I 
will convey your sentiments to the Prime Minister under whose docket issues to do 
with refugees fall directly in the docket of the Prime Minister’s office.

However, my spirit which had become almost dampened was uplifted by the 
message of appreciation which we received from H.E. the Ambassador of South 
Sudan to Uganda and from all the others, from the church, from the Council of 
Churches of South Sudan, from the All Africa Conference of Churches and from 
other messages who appreciated the friendship and solidarity that the government 
of Uganda has extended to the people of South Sudan.

I will appreciate my colleague the Hon Minister of Ethics and Integrity who has 
brought out the issues of South Sudan and I will say that whatever isolated 
incidents there may be are, because there will always be isolated incidents in every 
situation, the policy of the Government of Uganda on refugees is very well known 
throughout the world. And in the case of South Sudan, South Sudanese refugees, 
Uganda has stood not only with the refugees from South Sudan but also with the 
country of South Sudan even before it became Independent country, right from 
the day of struggle for independence, Uganda was there and stood with the people 
of South Sudan till today. 

These days we are lucky we have Mr. Google who knows everything. Mr. Google is 
impartial, Mr. Google is everywhere. So if you take time and consult Mr. Google he 
will tell you about Uganda’s policy on refugees. And Uganda is ranked to be one 
of the countries with the most progressive refugees hosting policy in the world. 
Indeed Uganda has worn accolade as one with the most accommodative policy 
in the whole world. You will remember that the world convened here, I think it was 
2017 about two years ago all the chiefs of people concerned with refugees including 
Mr. Antonio Guterres, the UN Secretary General. They were here and they were 
amazed at Uganda’s open day policy on refugees which includes the settlement 
transformative agenda (STA) where Uganda pursues a non-encampment policy to 
refugees.
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Our protection and assistance: we also have the refugee’s act which has an open 
door which declares an open door to refugees and asylum seekers. As I said in 
2017, Your Graces, Uganda was declared by United Nations Refugees Center, 
whose leadership had converged here, Uganda was declared as the country with 
the most compassionate refugee policy in the world. Not to belabour this point as 
I said, most people are dot com people here consult Mr. Google and you will find 
the entire policy and practice of Uganda’s refugees’ management in this country, 
which is actually considered a model policy.

This is because I think 80% of the current leadership of Uganda have been refugees 
themselves right from the President and his family, the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister Dr. 
Ruhakana Rugunda and I think about 80% of the leadership in this government 
have been refugees themselves, they know the plight of refugees, hence our 
progressive policy on refugees. In addition as you know, the President of Uganda, 
H.E Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, is a passionate pan Africanist who does not believe 
in artificial boarders that were created by colonialism, hence the open door policy 
because we believe that as Africans we have one heritage, we have one destiny, 
we are the same people and hence our open door policy. As I said, there may be 
isolated incidents like the experience of the young man which are regrettable, I 
hasten to add, that that the policy is sure is clear. In Kampala alone we have more 
than one hundred and fifty refugees but to the best of my knowledge they attend 
the same schools, they go to register in UPE schools with everybody, they access 
medical facilities like everybody. But there is always a room for improvement all 
the time and the best call like His Grace said, is from Jesus which said “love one 
another as I love you, and also do unto others as you would have them do unto you” 
which means for all the policies of Uganda there is always room for improvement 
and the sentiments have been expressed here, the messages official and non-
official will reach through me the office of the Prime Minister.

But most important as I windup, is for South Sudan to end the conflict and have 
peace so that the citizens of South Sudan go back home and shade the title of 
refugees and wear the proud title of citizen of South Sudan. That is what is best for 
the people of South Sudan and that’s why we are here to pray for. I want to thank the 
organization of this prayer and I call upon our religious leaders to please continue 
to mobilise us through the respective church denominations, and associations to 
mobilise us and pray for peace in South Sudan, in Uganda and in the whole world 
because peace is the best thing we need. And as the Archbishop said it is the 
first thing that Jesus said when he appeared to his disciples after the resurrection 
“peace be with you”. It is a greeting that is taken for granted by many communities 
by it emphasizes the centrality of peace in the enjoyment of life and the things that 
God wishes for us. Thank you once again for inviting the Prime Minister, you invited 
the Prime Minister but God invited me because am the one who is here and I thank 
God for that. I say all this, For God and my Country.
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6.0 CONCLUSION
6.1 Evaluation of the day of prayer
Following the Ecumenical day of prayer for South Sudan, Bishop Emeritus Yona 
Katoneene together with UJCC staff had an evaluation of this prayer event in 
which it was noted that the service went on very well and promoted ecumenical 
fellowship given the presence and leadership of the service by two Roman Catholic 
Archbishops in the Anglican Cathedral.

Messages that were given were very relevant and gave hope to the many South 
Sudanese refuges majority of whom were present at the service. The participation 
of the South Sudanese refugees in the service, their testimonies, songs and 
candle lighting was very much appreciated and indeed highly commendable. 
The presence of South Sudan Ambassador to Uganda and his message on 
that occasion was received positively. His statement that as we speak now the 
secession of hostilities has taken place and that there were no more gun shots in 
South Sudan and that all you can hear in Juba today is the sound of generators 
but no more guns was received with a huge applaud and joy. His update on the 
implementation of the revitalized peace agreement particularly his update that the 
National pre-transitional committee had been formed and was having regularly 
meetings in Juba of how and when the next government was going to be formed 
including the challenges they were facing was also appreciated.

The presence of government representatives at that high level left no doubt in the 
minds of many people that the Government of Uganda has an open door policy 
on refugees and was very supportive of the initiative by the church in Uganda to 
organize the special day of prayer for our brothers and sisters in South Sudan. 

It was noted that UJCC and AACC visibility was very much enhanced as the 
Ugandan media covered the event widely both at local and national level through 
the electronic and print media.

The order of service was indeed ecumenical and reflected the diversity in unity 
given the different traditions present namely; the Roman Catholic, Orthodox and 
Anglican jointly participating in this prayer event, though some people looked on in 
amazement as the Roman Catholic and Orthodox prelates prayed together on the 
same pulpit with Anglican clerics in the Anglican cathedral.

UJCC staff thanked Bishop Emeritus Yona Katoneene for the role he played in 
the organization of the prayer event including meetings with the Rt. Hon. Prime 
Minister of Uganda, government ministers and officials from the Office of the 
Prime Minister. He was also appreciated for his efforts in fundraising locally for the 
financial support of this prayer event.
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6.2  A South Sudanese reflection on the current situation following 
 the Day of Prayer for South Sudan by Seme Nelson.
Indeed, the signing of the R-ARCISS in September 2018 in in Khartoum renewed 
the hopes and aspirations of the people of South Sudan about the potential of a 
peaceful end to the conflict. Most of us are very optimistic about the prospects 
for peace and reconciliation returning to South Sudan. However, amidst this hope, 
persistence and resolve, there is a lot of skepticisms and most people continue to 
trade very carefully in “putting all their eggs of hope in one basket”. This skepticism 
is compounded not just on historical experiences of disappointments from 
politicians but also the sluggish pace the implementation of the peace agreement 
has taken since its signing.

Chances are high that all efforts may be invested on the hope and actors forget 
about the current underlying difficulties which can turn out to be a threat to the 
hope. The hope is literally built on sand instead of a rock from a human point of 
view. In my opinion, as we keep on nurturing this hope, we need to with equal 
measure keep calling actors to not forget the following.

1. Economic hardships and inflation. The economic situation in the country 
remain dire since the unprecedented and sustained hyperinflation. Despite 
this inflation, the civil servants in the country have remained with salaries 
set before the inflation rate. Even the merge salaries remain delayed and 
sometimes unpaid for several months. A private soldier for example receives a 
salary of 1,800ssp an equivalent of 4$. This is dangerous especially for a person 
who is armed, hungry, and without much to loose. This situation poses a great 
danger for the realization of the hope for peace if no concrete and substantial 
measures are put in place alongside the hope.

2. Current state of security: Undoubtedly there has been significant progress 
made in improving the overall security in the country since the signing of the 
R-ARCISS in 2018. However, beyond direct active military combat between the 
government and the opposition forces who are signatories to the agreement, 
the security situation in several parts of the country still remains volatile and 
not promising. This is exacerbated by the old culture of revenge inter-ethnic 
violence, and the hold-out opposition groups like NAS which retain some 
significant level of support from the masses. There is need to expedite the 
process bringing all fighting forces to join this agreement. Substantial efforts 
also need to be exerted on supporting grassroots peace and reconciliation 
processes so that the localized ethnic violence is tackled concurrently with 
the political peace processes for a holistic realization of peace. This is not to 
downplay the significant steps that have been undertaken in the security sector 
reform process but rather to express that this process can be better expedited.

3. The fate of IDPs, Refugees, and other persons of concern: there is still an 
urgent need to take deliberate and considerable steps holistically look into 
the state and fate of IDPs spread across the country and also refugees in the 
neighboring countries. While there are very hoping giving trends of most of 
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the IDPs attempting to voluntarily return to their habitual areas of residences, 
most of them continue to be confronted with destroyed infrastructure and 
sources of livelihood. The parties to agreement needs to deliberately factor into 
consideration this concern for the sustainability of this hope for peace.

4. Shrinking space for freedom of expression which in return kills the spirit of 
dialogue, an important recipe for not just restoration of hope and confidence, 
but sustainable of peace through a civic engagement process between 
government and other others who may have differing opinions.

There are all reasons to remain prayerfully resolute and very hopeful, but it also 
important to be watchful in building and consolidating the blocks of hope so 
that peace and reconciliation can be nurtured. The solidarity of the neighboring 
countries and international community, and most importantly Christians led by 
noble institutions like UJCC remains a great source of hope and restoration for the 
South Sudanese inside the countries and those scattered across the world.

We need to spread the message of hope, and equally do all things possible to keep 
the hope alive.

Some of the South Sudanese Women Clergy at the prayers
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7.0 ECUMENICAL SERVICE IN PICTURES

A section of the congregation at the service

RT. REV. ARCH. CONSTANTINE MBONABINGI, Executive Secretary , UJCC 
addressing the congregation.
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(L-R) Hon. Simon Lokodo, Hon. Betty Kamya and H.E. Simon Duku Michael.

Church Leaders and ecumenical partners, present at the service.
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Representatives of the Mothers Union from South Sudan that attended the prayers.

Some of the South Sudanese Youth singing a song to narrate their experience of the war
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Candle lighting during prayers of remembrance, in memory of South Sudanese who passed 
on as a result of the war.
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A prayer by a south sudanese refugee woman.

The Namirembe Cathedral Choir during prayers.
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Rev. Can. Aaron Mwesigye Mr. James Foster
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APPENDIX:    A CIRCULAR TO ALL THE BISHOPS AND 
DEANS OF UJCC MEMBER CHURCHES.
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