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Dear Friends:

Many years come and go touching different people in different ways, but 2020 has 

been a calamity for the whole world, as the pandemic has spared nobody.  So, like 

everybody else, Rawdat El-Zuhur had to face new challenges and so did the staff, 

children, and their parents.  That being over and above the occupation and what the 

city of Jerusalem has been facing.  However, we cannot lose hope, and want to 

wish you and your loved ones good health and a blessed Christmas and to thank all 

of you who thought of our little school during those difficult times. 

With warm greetings for a virus free 2021. 

Raeda Jasser       Abla Nasir 

School Principal President  

Our News: 

The year 2020 started with the normal routine; after the first term break, and the 

Christmas 2019 holidays. On January 20, the term grades and evaluation reports 

were handed out to all students. By mid March, and due to the pandemic, the 

educational process had to stop, and all schools were closed.  This created a state 

of anxiety for parents. While being concerned about the future of their children’s 

education, they were just as concerned about their being infected by the virus. 

The following are the few activities that the school was able to run before the 

pandemic hit our area.   



The school activities provide a great space for children to explore their capacities, 

shape their personalities and contribute towards their commitment to moral values. 

That is why the school always seeks to create a diversity of activities that 

ensures the participation of all the children.    

• Feb 5, courses in Drawing, Sketching and Chess ended for all the elementary

grades, and participants received their certificates.

• Community service is an integral part of the school program, and this year,

the proceeds of the children’s activity for a humanitarian cause went to a

young person with special needs from the town of Al-Ezeriya (Bethany).

• Under the slogan, “Women make a difference” the school was planning to

honor its president, Mrs. Abla Nasir, Mrs. Samia Khoury a past president

and Mrs. Salwa Zananari, former Principal of the school, on March 8 the

International Women’s Day during a luncheon with the staff.

That day was the beginning of the nightmare with Covid 19 which has not

come to an end yet, and the function was cancelled.

Fortunately, the school was able to carry out some Projects: 

▪ Jan 28, an agreement was signed with the Union of Charitable Organization

for the renovation of the Kindergarten, which was funded by the Arab

Charitable Fund for Economic and Social Development and supervised by

Taawon. The project was implemented between March and July

▪ By the end of February, the Learning Difficulties project was completed. It

was implemented in partnership with the Faisal Husseini Foundation.

▪ Creative Thinking project led by Dr. Rabab Tamesh was completed.

▪ Jan 31, the Solar Energy project to generate electricity was implemented.

This environment friendly project was funded by the Swiss Dear Foundation

and supervised by the Jerusalem Electricity Company. In addition to

reducing the cost of electricity consumption, it helped build awareness

among the young generation regarding the importance of natural resources

and how to make use of them efficiently.

▪ With the support of the Faisal Husseini Foundation, a new computer

laboratory was installed with 15 new computers for the use of the children,

and the internet was upgraded.

▪ Also, a new sound system was installed whereby loudspeakers were

connected to all classrooms, facilities, as well as the playground.



March was the beginning of a new era for all the schools which were forced to 

close.  So, it was necessary to resort to online teaching, which was not easy. 

Neither teachers were trained enough to do that, nor were the homes equipped with 

laptops for their children.  However, with the cooperation of the staff and parents, 

and the WhatsApp application, we managed to see the scholastic year over towards 

the end of May, when final grades and evaluation reports were handed out.  But 

unfortunately, there was no graduation ceremony for the sixth graders.  

The New School Year 2020/2021  

Training teachers for the academic year 2020-2021 

For a period of ten days in June, training for teachers took place in cooperation 

with Faisal Hussein Foundation for Comprehensive Development in Al-Quds 

Schools.  The course emphasized integrating technology in education and 

designing interactive digital content.  Further training was done by the ministry of 

Education. Moreover, Mr. Amjad Eweiwi, a technology engineer and a parent of 

one of our students volunteered to follow up with the administration and secretarial 

staff in establishing special accounts for teachers and students on the Microsoft 

Teams program. He also provided non-stop technical support.  

The school administration and teachers as well as the students with their parents 

had to face many challenges, some were easy to overcome, but some were not 

controllable such as lack of electronic devices and laptops, computer skills, power 

failure and Internet service issues. However, Rawdat El-Zuhur family managed to 

carry out distance learning successfully while improving on this new experience to 

face any future lockdown procedures. 

The school hardly started in September when 

there was a complete lockdown and only the 

Kindergarten children were the first to be 

allowed to come to school in October and 

enjoy some activities. 



10/26/2020 Heritage Day and the Olive 

harvest 

event for the Kindergarten: 

This activity took place in the open air 

in the schoolyard.  It included picking 

olives from branches to the tunes of 

folk songs, while the children were 

wearing the Palestinian traditional dress.  Furthermore, they enjoyed 

a typical Palestinian breakfast of “Zeit and Zaatar” (Olive and Thyme) spread out 

on special bread – Manaqeesh) with falafel, tomatoes and cucumbers.   

With the help of their teachers, they experienced 

the process of crushing and preserving the olives. 

The activity was concluded by dancing to the 

music of the Dalona, a Palestinian popular folk 

song.   

Eventually the lower classes were able to attend, 

but alternating for a few days, so that social distancing could be 

maintained, and not more than 20 children would be in a classroom at one time.  

But the two upper classes continued to study online.   

11/12/2020: 

In partnership with Maryam Art Foundation in Jerusalem, 

a rhythmic and entertaining musical activity was 

organized for the students of 

grade 1 and 2. It was an 

interactive session where 

children were able to release 

their stress and anxiety and to 

lift up their spirits.   



12/21/2020 Christmas Celebration: 

Kindergarten children enjoyed a visit by Santa Claus in a joyful atmosphere of 

gifts and Christmas music.  

In the meantime, the school has been trying to get over some obstacles in the first 

period of the on-line teaching process for the upper classes despite the training. It 

was a completely new system that all stake holders had to get used to.  Surprisingly 

there were some positive aspects to the system, and that is why the educational 

system will need to be assessed after this period is over to be able to benefit from 

this special experience and the use of technology in innovative methods. 

Staff News:  

Nida Farhat, the mathematics teacher retired this year after a long journey of 39 

years at the school.  Hopefully, when the pandemic is over the school will have a 

special function in her honor.  

The following teachers resigned: 

Summaya Kasabri for health reasons. 

Iman Nasser to take care of her mother. 

Mais Ghosheh to take care of her new-born baby.    

And due to the financial situation, all daily paid teachers were given a leave 

without pay.   

However, four new teachers have been appointed for the teaching of Arabic and 

Mathematics, two or the lower classes and two for the upper classes. 



The School Appeal 

Realizing that the Covid 19 has affected the financial situation all over the world, 

yet the school did make a special appeal to its friends especially in view of the 

drop of support and the fact that many parents were not able to pay the school fees. 

The staff cooperated by accepting to receive only 70% of their salaries or the 

meantime.  However, the school is very grateful for all those who responded to the 

appeal.  And we are pleased that the school alumni are making a special effort to 

find ways and means to support the school.   

Visitors and Guests:   

The school welcomed the following guests before the pandemic hit the region. 

• January 15, Phillips Seminary Group, USA

• February 3,  Jeff Wright’s group from USA, in coordination with the Sarraya

Centre in Old City of Jerusalem

• Cyril & Felicity Young (past BibleLands staff), UK

Special thanks to our regular donors and to those who responded to our 

special appeal, and a special thanks to The Global Ministries of the United 

Church of Christ and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), USA, who over 

and above the regular sponsorship, made a special contribution due to the 

Corona crisis.  We also wish to offer special thanks to Rev. Bob Quillen for the 

work he did to establish our website and follow up on it for a number of years. 

Unfortunately, we have not updated the site recently, but this is on our 

Wishlist for the New Year. God bless him for this very meaningful and lasting 

gift. 

http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.disciples.org/





