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Political Islam, Citizenship, and Minorities: The Future of Arab Christians 

in the Islamic Middle East, by Andrea Zaki Stephanous—Stephanous is 

the General Director of the Coptic Evangelical Organization for Social 

Services in Cairo, Egypt, and in this volume, has made a major 

contribution on the interaction between Arab Christians and Islam, 

particularly in Egypt and Lebanon.  Beginning with an excellent historical 

roadmap of political Islam, Stephanous explores positions and critiques 

within Islam, and continues by engaging the question of minorities and 

specifically Christians.  In the second half, he examines Coptic and 

Maronite identity and political participation before concluding with a 

proposal for dynamic citizenship, which goes beyond political citizenship 

and involves pluralistic identity.  Stephanous’ book is packed with 

insightful information, theoretical (and theological) discussion, and hope 

for the future. 

 

The Thirsty Enemy: A Memoir, by Rev. John Markarian—This 

autobiography is written by the first president of Haigazian University, our 

partner in Beirut, Lebanon.  Markarian spends much time on his 

experience at Haigazian, with some attention to his time at NEST, and the 

informal history of both is interesting.  The theme of the book is based on 

Markarian’s living the “If your enemy is thirsty, give him something to 

drink” teaching of the Proverbs and of Paul, in the context of the Lebanese 

civil war.  Markarian’s story is a series of anecdotes from his life and is 

reflective and quite entertaining reading. 

 

Beware of Small States: Lebanon, Battleground of the Middle East, by 

David Hirst—Hirst is a decades-long veteran of Lebanon and the region, 

reporting for the British newspaper, The Guardian.  This book is 

magisterial in its treatment of the history of Lebanon.  It is a clear 

presentation and analysis of that history, focusing on the various groups 

and coalitions of Lebanon, and the way that the region, especially the 

Palestinian-Israeli conflict—and indeed world—has impacted the direction 

Lebanon has taken. One must pay attention to each sentence, as Hirst 

writes with complexity, but the benefit is well worth the effort. 

 

Pity the Nation: The Abduction of Lebanon, by Robert Fisk—Perhaps the 

best book available in English documenting the Lebanese civil war, this is 

a mountain of a book-both in terms of length and demand on the reader, 

but well worth the investment.  Fist is a correspondent of the British 

Independent and has been based in Beirut for decades.  His account is 

harrowing. 

 

A House of Many Mansions: The History of Lebanon Reconsidered, by 

Kamal Salibi—A classic essay on the contradictions and commonalities of 

Lebanon and the Lebanese, this book is essential in understanding the 

relationships of the different communities of this nation, and the ways the 

country has held together despite sectarian conflict.  Salibi is eloquent and 

masterful in his presentation. 
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House of Stone, by Anthony Shadid—This Lebanese-American journalist 

writes of his year-long leave from the Washington Post in which he 

returned to his family home in Marjayoun, Southern Lebanon, to rebuild 

the house left by previous generations who emigrated to the US.  Told 

with attention to the story of his family, the people in the Lebanese town, 

and the people with whom he reconstructs the house, Shadid conveys the 

experience of emigration and the poignancy of recovering history—of 

family and of a region. 

 

Cursed is the Peacemaker: The American Diplomat versus the Israeli 

General, Beirut 1982, by John Boykin—A fascinating and very well 

researched account of the work of Amb. Philip Habib to negotiate peace in 

Lebanon in the summer of 1982, this book is also a biography of Habib.  

Most of the 320 pages of the book focus on a period of about 2 months in 

Lebanon, with inside accounts of the intense negotiations directed by 

Habib.  The efforts to bring about a solution were intense, and heated.  The 

book is extremely helpful if you wish to understand the invasion of 

Lebanon by Israel in that year, and the players involved.  The author is 

sympathetic to Habib, who personally managed the PLO’s exit from 

Beirut, and the story is told largely from over Habib’s shoulder. 

 

[An excellent history and eyewitness testimonies of the massacres at Sabra 

and Shatila refugee camps in Beirut (1982) is online here: 
http://www.palestine-studies.org/files/pdf/jps/4558.pdf.]  

 

From Beirut to Jerusalem: A Woman Surgeon with the Palestinians, by 

Dr. Swee Chai Ang—This is a first-hand account of life in the Palestinian 

refugee camps of Lebanon during the 1980s, when the war was raging.  

Ang shares her journey to Beirut, which is one of learning about the 

Palestinians, and of her faith that compelled her to remain with them to 

provide much-needed medical services and to be in solidarity.  Dr. Ang’s 

account is moving. 

 

Lebanon: Fire and Embers: A History of the Lebanese Civil War, by Dilip 

Hiro—Perhaps among the most difficult conflicts to understand, Hiro 

illuminates the factions, actors, and events that comprise the history of the 

war, which raged from 1975 to 1990.  This book is an excellent account 

and analysis of that period of Lebanon’s history. 

 

The Good Spy, by Kai Bird—Told through the biography of Robert Ames, 

Bird’s book is also a history of the Middle East during the 1970s and early 

1980s.  This turbulent time in history is recounted in fascinating and well-

told writing.  Covering several presidencies and events, including the Iran 

hostage crisis and culminating with the Beirut embassy bombings, the 

book follows the career and engagement of Ames as he rose through the 

CIA’s channels in the Middle East. 
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Beirut Rules, by Fred Burton & Samuel Katz—This book begins with the 

1983 US Embassy bombing in Beirut and continues through the 

assassination of Imad Mughniyyeh, the principal suspect in the bombing.  

It profiles CIA station chief William Buckley, his life and career, and his 

death in Beirut; the episodes of US hostages in Lebanon; and traces the 

1980s in Lebanon, the rise of Hizbullah, and the role of Iran in the region.  

It is a well-researched and colorful history of a fascinating history of the 

US engagement in Lebanon and the Middle East. 

 

Children of Catastrophe: Journey from a Palestinian Refugee Camp to 

America by Jamal Krayem Kanj—Brilliantly combining personal family 

memory and historical socio-political writing, Kanj takes the reader to the 

Nahr al-Barid Palestinian refugee camp in northern Lebanon, where he 

was born and raised.  Kanj conveys the sense of displacement a refugee 

living in this camp has felt, on many levels.  He sheds helpful light on the 

last 60 years of history of the Lebanese relationship with Palestinian 

refugees, the Lebanese civil war, and the destruction of the Camp in 2007.  

His conclusion is poetic and profound. 

 

Besieged: A Doctor’s Story of Life and Death in Beirut, by Chris 

Giannou—This account of life in the Shatila refugee camp in Beirut is 

written by the only surgeon to be there during the late-1985 to early-1988 

War of the Camps.  This “War” was one of the less-known periods in the 

history of Shatila, but Giannou’s detailed depiction of life in the camp 

during this period is immensely valuable in helping the reader understand 

Palestinian camp politics, the broader set of factions, and the relationship 

between and among various non-Palestinian actors, such as Lebanese 

factions (especially Aml) and Syria.  The book also gives a graphic picture 

of life in Shatila. 

 

Baddawi, by Leila Abdelrazaq—A graphic novel that explores what it is 

like to have grown up in a Palestinian refugee camp in Lebanon.  This is a 

personal story with references to the history of the conflict that led to the 

presence of refugees in Lebanon, and is likely the first in a series of 

memoir-like books. 

 

Killing Mr. Lebanon by Nicholas Blanford is an excellent guide to current 

Lebanese politics, with the assassination of former Prime Minister Rafiq 

al-Hariri as the core for telling the story.  If you want to get a grasp of the 

impact of Hariri’s participation in the Lebanese government and the 

implications of his assassination, you should read this book. 

 

Inside Lebanon, edited by Noam Chomsky, takes the reader inside the 

2006 summer war involving Israel, Lebanon, and Gaza.  The included blog 

entries are frightening, relating the experiences of people living through 

the war in both Lebanon and Gaza.  The essays by Chomsky are typically 

acute in their critique of US policy in the region. 
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Hezbollah: A Short History, by Augustus Richard Norton—This short but 

dense volume is an excellent study of the resistance party’s origins and 

approach.  It is a well-written history and analysis of this important 

Lebanese—and regional—player. 

 

Warriors of God: Inside Hezbollah’s Thirty-Year Struggle against Israel, 

by Nicholas Blanford—In a magisterial effort, Blanford relies on Lebanese 

and Israeli sources to chronicle and document this conflict.  The first 

hundred pages deal with the background and formation of Hezbollah 

during the Lebanese civil war, and is detailed history.  The reminder of 

this nearly 500-page volume intersperses personal encounter, analysis of 

speeches and documents, and tactical description to convey the intensity of 

the conflict.  This book is a fascinating account of Hezbollah’s history, 

with incomparable access to key people within the movement, and in 

Israel. 

 

Canceled Memories, by Nazek Saba Yared—This short piece of fiction 

tells an account of a difficult marriage which suffers additionally in the 

context of the Lebanese civil war.  It is a good contribution to feminist 

literature as it voices a less-heard perspective. 
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